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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



I 




URS is an apologetic age. Two views of 
the world stand opposed one to the other, 
and contend together for the sway of the 
modern mind. It is, then, the task of the advocates 
of the Christian view to show, in the presence of 
modem thought, and by the resources of modem 
intellectual culture, that it, and it alone, is the satis- 
factory solution of the problem of all existence, of 
human life and its enigmas, of the human heart and 
its inquiries, — to prove that Christianity is truth, 
truth ever young and always fresh, universal truth, 
and therefore equally adapted and equally satisfying 
to all ages and all degrees of civilisation. A similar 

'^ thought was the theme of Pascal in his P&nsies, 
What he sketched in broad outline and left unfinished, 

Lj should be carried out by us, his successors, with the 

^' resources and according to the necessities of our 
days. It will be easily recognised that the following 

rx Lectures have grown out of Pascal's PenaSea, 

>i My vocation as well as my inclination has for a 

C long period occupied me with apologetic subjects ; and 

6 
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whether in my lectures or studies, I have never left 
this point of view out of sight. Academical lectures 
on such matters gave rise to public ones for a wider 
circle of hearers, which excited an unexpected interest, 
and led to a request for publication, entailing the obli- 
gation of allowing them to appear. The evening hours 
which were devoted to these Lectures will ever be a 
grateful remembrance to me. They are here presented 
almost as they were delivered. The only difference 
which will be found is, that being now not limited by 
time, I have in some instances divided them more 
according to their subjects, and in others have here 
and there enlarged them. In the Notes which follow 
I have added illustrations and literary references, which, 
being partly calculated for a narrower circle of readers, 
may serve either to justify or explain what has been 
said, or lead to further inquiry. 

It is not the oflBce of a Lecturer to give merely his 
own thoughts. His lectures should furnish not so 
much fresh scientific researches, as state the authenti- 
cation afforded by those already extant. The Notes 
will show to what authors I have been most indebted. 
The unity of the course lies in the fundamental 
thought which prevails throughout; and this funda- 
mental thought is the thought of my life. Much as 
I may have borrowed materials from others, I have 
given in this a portion, perhaps the best portion, of 
what is ray very own, for God will have personal 
organs of truth. 

To Him, then, I commend, in this form also, that 
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which was spoken. May His blessing accompany it 
upon the path it is about to take, upon which may 
it find acceptance from old, and gain new friends to 
Christian truth. . 



Leifsic, 25M April 1864. 



PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 

• 

The extremely favourable reception which my 
*' Apologetic Lectures " have found in widely extended 
circles even beyond the limits of Germany — they 
have been to my knowledge, already translated into 
five languages — has entailed upon me the duty of 
carefully revising this new edition, and of correcting 
it where this seemed necessary. The arrangement 
of the book, being the necessary result of its funda- 
mental idea, remains the same. Its details, however, 
I have considerably enlarged and improved. The 
section on Man, especially, has received additions 
which seemed to be required by the discussions of the 
day, and the description of Heathenism has been 
re- written, as I found it insulBScient. It is upon the 
notes, however, that I have bestowed especial labour, 
and have particularly sought to make the view 
therein taken of modem apologetic literature more 
complete. 

The present time is happily rich in apologetic 
works, and in this department of labour the Roman 
Catholic vies with the Protestant Church. Among 
the productions of Protestant theologians, besides the 
excellent introduction of Tholuck to his VerTnischten 
Schriften, 1839, two vols., Stirm's Apologie des 
Christenthums in Briefe fiir gebUdete Leaer, second 
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edit., 1856, deserves especial notice. It treads, 
indeed, in the old path of establishing, in the first 
place^ the authenticity of the Scriptures, and after- 
wards taking up the actual questions themselves, 
instead of following the more current method of 
discussing them at once ; but it well and clearly 
exhibits a rich abundance of apologetic thoughts and 
matter, and has essentially contributed either to 
furbish or perfect the material which the apologists 
of the day employ themselves in manipulating. The 
small but very useful popular work of Ziethe, Die 
Wahrheit umd Herrlichkeit des Christenthums, seven 
lectures, 1863, forms a sequel to the former. The 
warmth of the French mind lends a peculiar charm 
to the seven discourses on the Eternal Life delivered 
at Geneva and Lausanne (1863) by Naville, to which 
he has now added the discourses on The Heavenly 
Father (1865). Much warmth — but perhaps some- 
what too much rhetoric — distinguishes the lectures 
on Christianity by Dalton, entitled, Nathanael, second 
edit., 1864. . The lectures, too, of Auberlen and 
others at Basle, in vindication of the Christian faith, 
received, in the demand for a second edition 1862, 
that testimony of appreciation which they deserved, 
Among works on single subjects, Fabri's Brief e gegen 
den Materialismus, second edit, 1864 — a work of 
acknowledged merit — has afforded me special assist- 
ance in the matter of materialistic questions. And 
in the section, on the moral effects of Christianity, 
abundant material was furnished me by the excellent 
work of Schmidt of Strasburg, La aodete civile dans 
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VaTicien monde romain et sa transformation par le 
Christianisme (1853). Many other works — by Held, 
Diisterdieck, and others — might here be named, but 
that I would limit myself to the mention of such as I 
have specially used or had respect to in these lectures. 
To the above-named, I add certain works of Boman 
Catholic theologians, among which the bulky volume of 
Bosen, Das Christenthum und die Evnsprilche seiner 
Oegner, second edition, Cologne, 1864, a laborious 
work, but one too much pervaded by a tone of 
one-sided reasoning, deserves especial mention. Its 
method and manner were, however, too little in 
harmony with my work to afford me an opportunity 
of making use of it. This too, was still more the 
case with the Philosophical Studies on Christianity, 
four vols., by the French advocate, Aug. Nicolas, which 
have had the most extensive circulation, and have, 
to my knowledge, passed through fourteen editions 
in France, since their first appearance in 184*2, and 
four in the German translation of Silv. Hester. If 
they are wanting in accurate arrangement and critical 
acumen, they are yet distinguished by an ardent 
enthusiasm, a lively perception, and an extensive 
acquaintance with ancient and modem literature, 
which has frequently made them a treasury for 
apologetic writers. It is to be lamented, that Nicolas 
should have subsequently devoted his talents and 
learning to the cause of an extravagant adoration of 
the Virgin, and an unjust controversy with Protest- 
antism. I have often had occa^iion to refer, in 
the notes, to the Philosophical Studies. Hettinger's 
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Apologie dea Christenthv/ms, though the result of 
independent study and extensive reading, is neverthe- 
less very evidently similar to this French work. Its 
first vol., Der Beweis dea Christenthuma, 1863, (which 
has just reached its second edition) is an excellent 
book, as valuable for the atmosphere of ardour by 
which the whole is pervaded, as for the thorough 
manner in which the separate facts are discussed. If 
the reader is almost overloaded with the many quo- 
tations which this book contains, its value, in an 
apologetic point of view, is but the more increased. 
Even in the first edition of my lectures, I acknowledged 
the essential service which this work, appearing shortly 
before my own, had rendered me. With so much 
similarity of subject and treatment, it could not fail, 
that, apart from individual passages, the two works 
should in many respects coincide. I have endeavoured 
in this edition to make my references to this work 
complete, wherever it seemed needful, and I take this 
opportunity of again expressing my pleasure at this 
friendly meeting with a theologian of the other 
church, in a sphere in which it concerns us both to 
defend with united arms our common possessions 
against a common foe. 

The numerous references to modem apologetic 
writers in the notes to this book may be deemed 
wholly or partly unnecessary, it being more customary 
in such works, as are not, properly speaking, devoted to 
scientific purposes, to refrain from such references. 
But my aim was not merely to render to each the 
honour which was his due, but also to show, by 
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quotations, the rich abundance of the common property 
already collected, that each might apply it after his 
own fashion, and convert it to his own use. The 
question here is not the fame of the individual, or the 
jealous conservation of his own share. Such little- 
ness of mind corresponds neither with the magnitude 
nor the purpose of the task. Let the weapons have 
been forged or collected by whomsoever they may, 
everything depends on how they are wielded. 

How long the conflict in which we are engaged 
may yet last, or what may be its issue, it is impossible 
to determine. But that it will be decisive of the 
future of our nation is certain. We have no cause 
to fear for the truth itself, of which we are the advo- 
cates, nor that it will ever lack friends upon earth. 
But whether the public life of nations will continue 
under the influence of that truth is by no means 
absolutely certain. Let us at least do what is 
incumbent upon us, and fulfil our duty to our age 
aijd country ! I am certain that to many the 
present conflict will bear the fruit of a conviction, 
that it is Christianity which delivers the lives and 
minds of men and nations from their falseness, and 
elevates them to truth. And I venture also to hope 
that God may grant that this little book may help 
in bringing many a seeker to this conviction. To 
Him, then, it is again commended. 

Leipsic, October 2, 1865. 
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It is with gratitude to God that I send forth this 
book for the fifth time; and now, as the first part 
of an apology fur Christianity. For I hope, during 
the course of this year, to be able to carry out my 
long cherished resolution of adding to these Lectures 
on the Fundamental Truths of Christianity, a second 
series, which will treat of the Saving Truths, properly 
80 called, which are grouped around sin and grace. 

I have again reviewed, improved, and supplied 
deficiencies in the whole work, and especially in the 
Notes. The literature of the subject is too copious 
for me to attempt to furnish a complete statement of it. 
I mention only the meritorious and valuable apolo- 
getic periodical, Beweia des Glaubena, which appears 
at Gutersloh, the powerful and original testimony of 
Stutz Die Thataachen dea Glaubena, Zurich 1865, 
which is the more valuable as the production of a 
man of science, and above all, the lectures, rich both 
in matter and talent, of G. v. Zeschwitz, 1866. 

May these Lectures continue to decide inquirers, 
to guide wanderers, and to strengthen believers I 

Leh^ic, Jan, 16, 1867. 
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Immediately after two editions had appeared in 
rapid succession of the second series of these Lectures, 
in which the Saving Truths of Christianity were dis- 
cussed, a New Edition of the first part was required. 
I accept this as a token that God may still make use 
of my labours in the service of His kingdom. In the 
midst of those sorrows of this life, which no man is 
suffered to escape, it is one of the consolations where- 
with His grace comforts iTs, that we are permitted to 
serve Him by the work of our hands. May He then 
continue to make such farther use of this book as 
may seem good to Him. 

I have made but few alterations in the text, in the 
noted, however, improvements and additions will be 
easily detected. 

I accompany this book with greetings to my old 
friends, and to those new and unknown friends whom 
it has gained me ! 



Leipsic, March 16, 1868. 



PREFACE TO THE SEVENTH EDITION. 

Since my last edition apologetic literature has been 
enriched by the addition of Delitzsch's System der 
Christl. Apologetik, an addition which lays all friends 
of Christian truth under great obligation to its 
esteemed author. Much as I was tempted to make 
use of this work in improving these lectures, I yet 
thought it better to make no farther alterations, and 
to confine myself to some additions to the notes. 
May they then in this form continue to promote the 
interests of God's kingdom so long as He sees good ! 

LUTHABDT. 
Leipsic, Nov. 1, 1869. 



Affer the publication of this Seventh Edition of Dr 
Luthardt's Lectures on the Fundamental Truths of 
Christianity — ^forming Part I. of an Apology for Chris- 
tianity — a Third and Enlarged Edition of Part II. — on 
the Saving Truths of Christianity — was given to the 
public in 1870, and the Series completed in 1872 by 
Part III. — on the Moral Truths of Christianity. In 
Note 1, Lecture I. of the latter work, the author 
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says :• — " The Apologetic Lectures on the Funda- 
mental Truths of Christianity" were delivered at 
Leipsic in the beginning of 1864, and appeared in 
print during the spring of the same year. The seventh 
edition came out in 1870. Of the various transla- 
tions I havje seen — as yet seven in number — I have 
been especially pleased with that into modern Greek 
by Dr Myrianthus, teacher of theology at the theolo- 
gical school in Jerusalem, printed at the press of the 
Holy Sepulchre. The list of subscribers attached to 
it contains pretty nearly the whole hierarchy of the 
Oreek Church. The second series of lectures on 
" The Saving Truths of Christianity " was delivered ' 
m the beginning of 1867, and the third edition 
appeared in 1870. The present course is for the 
most part based upon the prelections on theological 
morality which I have been for a long series of years 
accustomed to deliver in the University of this place. 
Parts II. and III., uniform with the present work, 
are also published by the same publisher. 
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LECTURE I. 

THE ANTAGONISTIC VIEWS OF THE WORLD IN THEIR 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT. 

HE task which I propose to myself in the 
lectures I am about to deliver before 
you, my respected hearers, is to state to 
you those general truths on which Christianity 
is founded, and to justify them in the presence of 
modern thought. The Christian view of the world 
is in these days opposed by a non-Christian view ; 
and a separation in the whole current of opinion in 
the modem world, leading to a rupture which could 
not but have a fatal influence upon the future, is in- 
creasingly imminent. Under such circumstances it is 
the duty of every advocate of Christian truth to do his 
utmost to maintain the connection of intellectual life. 
Christian intellect has in our days undoubtedly 
attained a degree of enlightenment and power rarely 
before witnessed. We need only observe the eamest- 

A 
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ness with which theological studies are prosecuted, or 
compare the sermons of the present day with those 
of the past, or the great activity manifested in the 
various provinces of Christian usefulness, and the 
self-sacrificing labours of home and foreign missions, 
with those of former times, to be convinced that the 
Christian intellect is indeed a power. But the non- 
Christian intellect is also such a power as it never was 
before. We have indeed already seen times in which 
Christianity met with the most positive denial. Vol- 
taire ruled the educated minds of his age, and was able 
to indulge the hope that in a few decades Christianity 
would be extinct. Such a hope could in the present 
day be entertained by no reasonable man ; and yet the 
non-Christian intellect is a mightier power now than 
then. And this for two reasons. The force of church 
customs then stiU formed a barrier against the gain- 
Bayers, and brought Christianity itself intact through 
the times of scepticism. But this barrier of the form 
of sound words is ever more and more yielding to the 
torrent of modem times. Again, former attacks were 
desultory, modem ones are systematic. The spirit of 
French infidelity is more stormy and tumultuous, but 
not so dangerous as the German. When a Benan 
writes a Life of Jesus, it is clever, piquant, popular ; 
but it is a romance, an interesting novel. Works of 
fiction are the favourite literary productions of the 
day ; and what could be imagined more interesting 
than a novel, whose hero is Jesus Christ, an amiable 
revolutionist, a model enthusiast and fanatic sur- 
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rounded by women who love HLs person more than 
His work, by disciples who force Him to play the 
part of a worker of miracles^ etc. ? But what is the 
result ? — A few years and the book will be forgotten, 
while the heavy artillery directed thirty years ago 
against the faith of the Church by David Strauss, 
and since then by his intellectual successors, has 
caused far greater confusion among the ranks of the 
faithful that these French skirmishers can effect. 
Since the French attacks in the days of Voltaire, 
the refutation of Christianity has passed through 
a school, the philosophical school of the German 
mind, it has been formed into a systematic view of 
the world, and earnest attempts have been made to set 
this up in the place of Christianity. And this view, 
stripped of its philosophic garb, and uniting itself with 
the other tendencies of the age, has passed into the 
general opinions, not only of the educated, but in a 
coarser and clumsier form into those of the labouring 
classes also. 

It is the duty of every one to be rightly informed 
concerning these antagonistic views, that he may 
take up a conscious position with respect to them. 
Nothing is more unworthy than to prejudge a cause 
of which we are ignorant, and yet there is nothing 
more common in religious matters. In every other 
case it is admitted that, in order to arrive at a judg- 
ment in any suit at law, we must know the acts upon 
which such judgment must be based. Christianity is 
put upon its trial, and judgment is passed ; but how 
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many among those who are so eager to pronounce it, 
are acquainted with the Bible, and the doctrinal writ- 
» ings pf the Church, which are its chief acts ? Surely, 
of all questions which can agitate an age, the reli- 
gious question must be that which most deeply and 
most nearly concerns us. In such a question it is 
not just to decide upon mere authority, and to allow 
the position we are to occupy to be pointed out to us 
by others! Nor can it be right to remain indifferent 
In no question is indifference so inadmissible, or so 
unworthy the dignity of man, as in the question of 
the great religious antagonisms. Nor is it anywhere 
more impossible to keep clear of both sides, and to 
choose the middle course. For these antagonisms are 
exclusive. In other cases it may often be expedient 
to seek truth in a middle course ; in this we must 
choose one side or the other. The language of one 
is. There is a God ; of the other, There is no God. 
Can it then be said, truth lies between the two ? 
There are no greater contrasts than the Christian 
and non-Christian views of the universe. Goethe says 
in his Weatostlicihen Divari, and the saying has since 
been often repeated, ' The most special, the unparal- 
leled, the deepest subject in the history of the world 
and of mankind, and that to which all others are sub- 
ordinate, is the conflict between faith and unbelief.'(i) 
Two utterly opposite principles determine these views, 
and every individual is compelled to take up a positive 
position with respect to one of them. The principle, 
however, which he adopts will fashion his whole being 
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and colour his whole life. * Everything depends upon 
what principle a man embraces, for both his theory 
and practice will be formed in accordance therewith. '(2) 
Let us then endeavour to bring before our minds the 
great antagonism in its historical development, that 
we may clearly understand what the question really 
is, which is stirring up the vast moral contest now 
going on around us, and in which every one of us is 
playing his part ! 

When Christianity came into the world, it came 
into it as a new view of the world. Its first object, 
indeed, was the preaching of the cross, the word of 
reconciliation, the gospel of the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus, the doctrine of repentance and faith as the way 
of salvation and eternal life to man. Christianity is 
primarily the doctrine of salvation. But this doctrine 
of salvation includes, and is founded on, a certain 
view of the world, and this view was an entirely 
new one. 

Its way, indeed, had been prepared, and points of 
contact furnished by previous knowledge, by philosophy, 
and still more by man's conscience and his instinctive 
sense of truth; but in its essence it was absolutely new. 

Even its very first and fundamental principles, 
the unity of God and the unity of the human species, 
could not but produce an entire revolution in the 
world of mind. For these were entirely new notions. 
How diflferently, indeed, must the world be regarded, 
when looked upon as the work of a Creator, as the 
free and loving act of a Father, who orders and main- 
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tains all things by the power of His wisdom and love, 
to whom the jnost remote is not too remote, nor the 
least too small ; who has not merely His individual 
favourites among mankind, but equally cherishes the 
whole race in His heart ; who cares not merely for 
the most minute interests of their external life, but 
seeks above all things the salvation of their souls, and 
desires above all the affection of their hearts. These 
were utterly new notions, notions of which the old 
world had known nothing. Moreover, that God had 
made of one blood all nations of the earth ; that all 
were brethren, and ought to be united by one common 
bond of love ; that the stranger was no stranger, but 
a neighbour ; that we should look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also on the things of 
others ; that our life should be a life of service and 
of sacrifice for others ; that selfishness is the radical 
sin of human nature ; self-surrender, love, the radical 
virtue, — whose imagination had such ideas as yet 
entered ? And finally, that one single idea ruled the 
fate of nations and states as well as of individuals ; 
that there was a single history of the whole human 
race, conimencing from one beginning, proceeding to 
one end, and that end the kingdom of God ; that 
there was to be a kingdom of God upon earth, into 
which all were to be gathered, in which all were to 
be absorbed ; and that this kingdom of God was 
already established in Hi/in who formed the central 
point of history, the termination of the old, the 
beginning ol a new era \ who was not merely its 
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herald, but its founder, the manifestation of Qod 
himself, the manifestation of the life, the light, the 
love of God in history, in and towards man — Jesus 
Christ, in whom all the lines of former history meet, 
from whom all the lines of subsequent history proceed, 
who is also the central point of attraction to individual 
souls, in whom each individual, as well as the whole 
aggregate of humanity, attains his destiny, and thus 
becomes a member of that great kingdom of God 
which is founded upon justice and grace, upon the 
deepest and firmest moral basis ; — ^what a light has 
all this cast upon history, upon God's dealings with 
nations, upon His dealings with individual souls ; and 
how has it gathered the greatest and the least, the 
aggregate and the individual, into one marvellous 
unity ! (3) Not the very greatest of philosophers, not 
the most comprehensive, not the most soaring mind, 
had as yet formed even a conjecture of these truths, 
far less had thought out, recognised, and expressed 
them, and moreover succeeded in makmg them the 
universal view, a popular matter, a power over heart 
and life. (4) Verily, Christianity brought into the 
world a new view of the world. 

With us these are now current notions : the things 
which were then new, surprising, and unheard of, now 
form the elementary propositions of Christian opinion. 
Yet these thoughts have lost nothing of their great- 
ness ; they are the same now that they ever were, as 
true, as sublime, as enlightening, and as enkindling. 
It is we who have lost the lively impression of their 
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greatness, sublimity, and beauty ; we have become 
accustomed to them, and they have thus become too 
customary to us. Such is the fate of all great truths. 

It was but natural that this new view of the world 
should not immediately prevail. It had to overcome 
an obstinate resistance before it obtained the victory. 
It is true that this resistance was not oflfered by any 
system of opinion. The world of ancient thought 
was dissolved. The process of decomposition had 
begun with the rise of philosophy in the sixth cen- 
tury before Christ. For philosophy had set itself 
to work upon traditionary religious notions, and had 
substituted for the intellectual forces which had 
hitherto governed society, the world of its own ideas. 
Ancient philosophy, indeed, had sought to fill the 
place of religion itself. It was no merely speculative 
theory, but was practical both in nature and tendency. 
Great statesmen passed through its school as ^ pre- 
paration for their practical laboiurs. It dealt in 
moral and political, as well as in scientific problems. 
But its power was never a popular one. Always 
somewhat aristocratic, and confined to a small circle, 
it was incapable of taking the place of religion, for 
in the place of those facts which religion requires, it 
was capable of supplying nothing but thoughts of its 
own devising (5), and soon resolved itself into the 
most opposite tendencies. Hence its chief result was 
the establishment of a doubt of all truth, the over- 
throw of all conviction and certainty. 

And yet man could not dispense with certainty. 
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Hence philosophy was accompanied by all sorts of 
secret doctrines ; and the more mysterious these were, 
the more desirable. The old religion and its myths 
were allegorically explained, and transformed into 
symbols of ethics and wisdom. A whole world of 
views and notions had accumulated as the result of 
the previous development. But it was a world of 
ruins. Leading minds collected these fragments of 
former times and sought to form them into a new 
structure. Laborious intellectual efforts were devoted 
to this restoration of heathen opinions. The Neo- 
Platonism of Alexandria was an experiment in which 
imagination and profundity united to construct an 
edifice, which in fulness of thought, should far surpass 
the Christian, and by its profound philosophy should 
conquer the meagre doctrines of these " barbarians," 
as Christians were called. It was indeed a wondrous 
compound. All religions and all nations were 
forced to contribute to it. But it remained only a 
splendid experiment. It was advocated by men of 
conspicuous and noble minds. General education, 
with which heathen opinions were most closely inter- 
woven, lent it its support, and yet the experiment 
failed ; the Christian view prevailed over the heathen, 
and has since ruled the civilised world. 

The intellectual powers of Judaism and heathenism, 
thus conquered by Christianity, took their revenge, 
indeed, by seeking to make their influence felt within 
the Church, and upon the very soil of Christianity, in 
the form of heterodoxy. The special object of their 
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attack was the doctrine of Christ's person, which they 
sought to misinterpret in either a Jewish or a heathen 
sense. By the judaizing spirit the significance of this 
doctrine was limited by lowering the dignity of Christ's 
person to that of a mere prophet, by the heathen 
spirit, by evaporating his historical reality into a mere 
idea ; either His proper divinity was denied, or His 
true humanity impugned, and justice was done neither 
to the unity, nor to the distinction of the two natures. 
In all this it was no single dogma, but the very 
essence of Christianity itself which was attacked, for 
this is involAred in the person of Jesus Christ. Either 
the Jewish or the heathen spirit was ever penetrating 
from the extra Christian into the Christian world, and 
was under a Christian form ever carrying on the old 
conflict But even this antagonism within the Church 
to the full truth of the Christian view was overcome, 
and the exclusive supremacy of the latter established. 
The Middle Ages Yf ere the period of this exclusive 
supremacy. As the outer world of Christendom was 
gathered to the Vicar of Christ and the German 
emperor, the two supreme powers of the whole earth, 
the sun and moon which shed their light upon all 
earthly life, so also did the world of mind form itself 
into a compact unity. The heathen mind did indeed 
practically make its influence felt, but it was obliged 
to bow to the authority of the Church, and to the 
ecclesiastical view and treatment of all subjects. 
The Middle Ages are the eras when a single view 
of the imiverse prevailed. It is this which forms 
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their charm, and their greatness. In the great poems, 
and works of art of this period, we encounter this 
single view. This never happened again in any sub- 
sequent age. Reason was the hand-maid of faith 
and philosophy of theology. In the Summa, the 
great theological work of Thomas Aquinas, the greatest 
doctor of the Middle Ages, the heathens Aristotle and 
Plato appear as witnesses to Christian truth ; so also 
in the great cathedrals, those most characteristic 
representatives of the age, every thing, even the most 
heterogeneous, the very world of goblins and demons, 
contributed to the great yet simple edifice. And all 
this for the glorification of the Church, that supreme 
power on earth which held in one compacted tmity 
the whole fabric of human society. 

Such were the Middle Ages, the era of the supreme 
sway of Christianity over the world and its opinion. 
Tet the heathen spirit was but repressed, not anni- 
hilated ; and it soon reappeared the more openly and 
the more strongly. 

The revival of the ancient world in the Classical 
Studies pursued with such passionate ardour in Italy 
at the close of the Middle Ages, revived also the spirit 
of heathenism, harboured it in Rome itself, and upon 
the throne of the Romish bishop, and threatened the 
world with a new heathenism, unless the Reformation 
had averted this danger. This was one of the greatest, 
though one of the least known and least acknowledged, 
of the services rendered by the (jerman Reformation 
to western Christendom in general. 
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We are apt, in contemplating the revival of learn- 
ing in Italy, to be dazzled by the splendour of the 
enlightenment which it introduced. It assumes, how- 
ever, a different appearance upon closer observation. 
Assuredly the arts and sciences flourished in Italy, 
in the Medicean era, as they had never done before, 
as they have never done since, and adorned life with 
an unwonted refinement of manners and education. 
But the foundation of true morality was wanting. 
Classical studies resulted in a hitherto unheard of 
licentiousness of life and motive. Count Picus of 
Mirandola, indeed, was a brilliant exception. His 
saying, ' Philosophy seeks truth, theology finds it, 
religion possesses it,' is almost the history of his life. 
But his was an isolated casa The most distinguished 
advocates of classical learning reproach each other 
with sins which cannot be spoken of Poggius wrote 
jests {fdcetice) which can scarcely be equalled for 
vulgarity and immorality, and which yet went through 
twenty editions in thirty years. The heathen spirit, 
under the form of refinement and scientific interest, 
ruled at the Medicean court. The Platonic academy 
at Florence put tlie Platonic philosophy in the place 
of Christianity, and Savonarola strove with ardent 
zeal against heathen immorality and heathen belief, 
as defended by the highest prelates. He introduces 
one man as saying to another, ' What do you think 
of our Christian belief? What do you take it to 
be ? ' And the other replies, ' Well, you seem to me 
a thorough dimce ; faith is only a dream, a matter 
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for sentimental women and monks/ Nor was this 
the judgment of preachers of repentance alone, even 
a Macchiavelli openly says : truly we Italians are 
pre-eminently irreligious and wicked. Because, adds 
he, the church in the persons of its advocates sets the 
worst example. With the refinements of antiquity, 
its unbelief and its sins revived. Those exhibited 
by the clergy surpass description, and are severely 
denounced by even papal officials such as Ouicciardini. 
At the Court of Rome there was great taste for the 
fine arts, but very little theology or Christianity, when 
such words as these could be put into the mouth of 
the supreme head of Christendom : ' How much the 
fable about Christ has profited us, is sufficiently known 
to all ; ' and also that other saying, that a man would 
be better ofiF in disbelieving the immortality of the 
soul. Matters had indeed gone so far that it w&s 
thought necessary at the Lateran Coimcil of the 
year 1513, to inculcate afresh the doctrine of the 
immortality of the souL (d) 

It was a blessing for the whole Church that, in 
contrast with the refined heathenism of Italy, the 
Oerman Reformation exhibited, in Luther, a moral 
earnestness of conscience and faith, and in Melancthon 
a union of classical cultivation and Christianity. This 
had its effect even in Italy, and infused into the 
opposition to the Church a moral and religious 
earnestness. The Beformation repulsed the negative 
spirit, and forced - it into a relation of concession to- 
wards religious faith ; and it has needed more than 
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three centuries to arrive again where it then stood, — 
enriched, indeed, hy the fruits of the development of 
which it has meantime been the subject. 

Let us now consider this movement of the negative 
spirit from the more religious position into which it 
was thrown, towards the confessed negativism of 
modem heathenism. . 

The phenomenon which first presents itself, and 
that with which this movement begins, is Socinian- 
ism, 

A series of uneasy spirits appeared about the time 
of the Reformation, who opposed the orthodox view 
of the Trinity. This anti-Trinitarian movement re- 
ceived its clearest, most comprehensive, and influential 
expression from the Italian, Faustus Socinus. In 
1574, he gave up a respectable and comfortable 
position in the Medicean court, and betook himself to 
Germany and Poland, where he became the central 
point of the so-called Unitarians, (deniers of. the 
Divine Trinity), who formed a Socinian Society in 
Poland and Transylvania, and thence extended their 
influence over western Europe. 

Socinianism does not deny either revelation or 
the supernatural ; it adheres to the authority of the 
Scriptures, but makes its own subjective notions the 
standard of all religious truth. In its view the essence 
of Christianity consists in the doctrine of immortality, 
and it was for the sake of this that Christ both lived 
and died. But it denies the deity of Christ, aflirming 
that this doctrine is not found in the Scriptures. ' It 
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is more credible/ says Wollzogen the Socinian, * that 
a man should be an ass^ than that Gbd should be a 
man/ It admits, however, that Christ was no ordinary 
man, that He was the son of the Virgin, perfectly holy, 
just, and godlike, and therefore exalted to be the 
ruler of the world, and to receive divine honour. It 
regards His prophetic and kingly offices as essential, 
expunges His priestly office, and views His death as 
undergone for the confirmation of His doctrine, and 
not as an atonement for sin. 

Socinianism is a union of the supernatural element 
with rationalistic opinions. 

TheETigliah -Deism of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries made a still further advance on the path ot 
negation. It was an attempt to pet up so-called 
natural religion in the place of positive Christianity. 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury (1648), the first of a series 
of deistical writers, was followed by many others, as 
Toland, Tindal, Woolston, Bolingbroke, etc. It was 
not a frivolous, but an earnest and moral spirit which 
originated this movement, whose object was to reduce 
Christianity to general moral and religious principles. 
The existence of God, the duty of worshipping Him, 
virtue and piety as His true service, the duty of 
repenting and forsaking sin, and faith in a divine 
retribution, partly in this life, partly in the next : 
these five principles are, according to Lord Herbert, 
' the chief pillars of pure religion.' ' Whatsoever is 
more than these cometh of evil.' 

When Lord Herbert had . completed his work On 
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Trwth as distiTignished from Revelation,* he was 
filled with doubt whether its publication would con- 
tribute to the glory of God, and threw himself upon 
his knees to entreat His guidance. ' Give me a sign 
from heaven, or if not I will suppress my book ! ' * I 
had scarcely uttered these words/ says he, ' when a 
distinct, yet gentle sound, unlike any earthly one, 
came from heaven. This so supported me, and gave 
me such peace, that I considered my prayer as heard.' 
Marvellous indeed ! That God should be said to 
have given a direct sign, in attestation of a work 
which denies all direct revelation ! So we are not to 
believe that God manifested himself in Christ, because 
we are to believe that God manifested himself to 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury ! 

But a further advance was soon made : all that is 
matter of revelation in the Scriptures, was attributed 
to the self-seeking invention of the priesthood, and 
the moral character of scriptural personages attacked. 
The great excitement produced by these attacks is 
evident from the multitude of replies they called 
forth. To Tindal's work alone, Christianity as Old 
as the Creation, more than one hundred answers 
appeared But other religious movements in Eng- 
land, and especially the rise of Methodism, soon cast 
this movement into the background. 

We find, then, here a denial of revelation ; but 
God, virtue, and immortality, are still left. 

* The fall title of this book is De Veritate prout distinguitur a 
BevelcUione a veriatmili, a possibUi et a faUo, 
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The naturalistic tendency sussumed an entirely 
different form in France. There it was frivolous, 
immoral, and denied the existence of God. Upon 
the soil of an Epicureanism, which made sensual 
prosperity the supreme law of existence, sceptical 
opinions were formed, which, advocated by a number 
of influential writers, helped to prepare for the 
Revolution. Rousseau, indeed, had religious feeling, 
advocated faith in God, and repeatedly acknowledged 
the sublimity of Christianity, of the Holy Scriptures, 
and of Jesus Christ ; but he destroyed all sense for 
what actually existed, by his dream of a state of 
nature, in which alone he could see a remedy for 
all the evils of human society, and which, neverthe- 
less has never been realized, nor can ever be possible. 
Voltaire, whose wit ruled his age, and to whom 
Frederick the Great wrote, * There is but one God, 
and there is but one Yoltaire,' satirized and abused 
both Christianity and the Church, and hated Christ, 
his frequently repeated saying was, ecrasez Vinfa/me, 
— and he ventured to predict His fall from the throne 
of His dominion oyer men's minds within some few 
decadea The French Encyclopedia of Diderot and 
D'Alembert, whose influence was a very extensive 
one, was founded upon an ordinary and sensualistic 
theory, and advocated a corresponding disposition. 
A circle of gourmands collected around the German 
Baron Holbach, and produced among other materialistic 
works the noted Systime de la Nature (1770), which 

affirmed the exclusiveness of matter : ' Man is but 

B 
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matter ; thought and will are affections of the brain ; 
faith in God, as well as the admission of the existence 
of the soul, rest upon a dualization of nature, upon a 
false distinction between matter and spirit ; the 
freedom of man can as little be asserted as his 
immortality ; self-love and interest are the only prin- 
ciples of action, and human society is based upon a 
system of mutual interest' 

The negative tendency could recede no farther. 
It' had started with the denial of Christ's divinity ; it 
had arrived at the denial of spirit in general ! The 
motive power, in its later manifestations, was not 
reason but inclination. Inclination was the foundation 
of opinion. 

In GcTTnany this movement came more slowly, but 
more thoroughly, to maturity, and was therefore the 
more dangerous. 

Far more moral earnestness existed here than in 
France, hence the positive spirit offered a far more 
energetic resistance. Hermann Reimarus, a native of 
Hamburg, indeed, transplanted English Deism, in all 
its keenness and bitterness, into German soil in the 
so-called Wolfenbuttel Fragments published by Lessing. 
His polemics were directed not only against the Scrip- 
tures, and the morality of Scripture characters, but 
even against the person of Jesus Himself. The plan 
of Jesus was only a political one ; His cry on the 
cross, ' My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me V 
did but express His despairing lamentation over its 
failure. But His disciples, even at the twelfth hour. 
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transformed His political plan into a religious one, and 
Jesus into a religious Messiah. This was, however, 
too strong meat for the times, and these attacks called 
forth a general protest. French infidelity bad indeed 
taken root at the court of Frederick the Second, and 
communicated itself to the higher classes. But it was 
limited to these, and too much of their old honourable 
steadfastness still existed in the mass of the people to 
allow it to penetrate to them. The spirit of the age 
was more in accordance with the illumination move- 
ment than with the direct denial of Christianity. 
The heavy form of mathematical demonstration with 
which the school of Wolf sought at first to 
support, but afterwards to supplant Christian faith, 
was exchanged for the lighter drapery of popular 
philosophical reasoning, while the teaching of the 
Church was prudently confined to generalities. Re- 
ligion and morality were wanted, but not mystery. 
Only what was clear was considered true, and that 
only was clear which was upon the surface, not that 
which must be brought from the depths. Such were 
the ruling principles of the age. Mendelssohn proved 
the existence of God, and the immortality of the soul ; 

I 

and on these doctrines men built for themselves the 
edifice of their religious faith. Theology allied itself 
to the spirit of the age, and proclaimed the agreement 
of revelation and reason. 

Kant, the philosopher of Konigsberg, indeed, 
overthrew this dogmatic edifice by proving, in his 
CrUidam of Pure Reason, that all thought is but 
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subjective, that consequently we know nothing of 
God and of the supersensuous in general, with objec- 
tive certainty, and hence cannot philosophically prove 
the existence of God, etc. He showed in his Criticism 
of Practical Reason, that there is only a moral 
certainty in conscience and its claims. God, immor- 
tality, retribution, are claims of conscience, and on 
this foundation he builds his moral world. It is the 
absolute duty of every one to obey the moral law. 
The categorical imperative, thou must, must hold the 
sceptre. This is the morality of man. ' A morality, 
truly,' as Schiller answers him, ' for. slaves, but not for 
the freeborn children of the family.' (7) Religion is 
only so far valuable as it subserves this moraJity 
of law. Religion is but a handle for morality, — the 
Christian religion is certainly the best ; and Christ, 
as the Church describes Him, the ideal of morality. 
How far the Jesus of history realized this ideal, we 
are unable to determine. He could scarcely have 
been identical with it But we need not keep to the 
historical, but to the ideal Christ, i.e., to the ideal of 
moral perfection ; and this we should seek to realize 
in our own lives. 

Rationalism, which reduces Christianity to the 
standard of sound human reason, grew out of these 
elements. For a long time it reigned in the pro- 
fessor's chair and in the pulpit, and still maintains a 
strong position in general religious opinion. In some 
respects morally admirable, it is in the highest degree 
bigoted, and, if we might be allowed the expression, 



Pantheism, Materialiam. 21 

somewhat Philisterish (PhUisterhaftes*). It teaches ' 
that there is a God, hut a Qod who leaves the world 
to itself, with the exception of seeing that it goes on 
according to the laws he has imposed upon it. There 
is not, nor can there be, either miracle, prophecy, or 
direct revelation : Qod cannot interpose directly. 
CJhristianity is not a revelation, properly so called ; 
Jesus Christ no miracle, but only the wisest and most 
virtuous man that ever lived, and by means of His 
teaching, which He sealed with His blood, the bene- 
factor of mankind. 

If Socinianism left somewhat of the supernatural in 
the person of Jesus, Rationalism entirely strikes it 
out, and reduces all to morality. It leaves, however, 
a personal God, moral freedom, and the immortality 
of the soul. 

PantheisTn, however, abolishes these three funda- 
mental truths of religion and morality. Pantheism 
is the necessary successor of nationalism. It was 
impossible to remain stationary at a God who has but 
an external influence upon the world. 

^ What God were He who acts but from without. 
Just making all in circles twirl about ? 
A God, creation's hidden springs should move 
Himself in all, all in Himself should love ; 
That they who in Him live, and move, and are, 
Should never miss His power, His aid. His care,' (*) 

God is cosmical life itself, or the tmiversal reason in 
things. He is not essentially separate from the world. 

* A cant term applied by students to tradesmen and others not 
belonging to the University. 
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God and the world are only two different expressions 
for the same thing, two sides of the same world, the 
inner and outer side of the same object. Thus all 
religion is abolished ; for there can be no personal 
relation to such a Qod, because He is himself impersonal, 
and has no personal relation to us. There may be a 
certain religious disposition, in which the individual 
may rise to generalities ; but no faith, no love, no hope, 
no prayer to such a God. And thus morality also is 
virtually abolished. For there is no such thing as 
freewill Everything happens from pure necessity. 
No man can free himself from its power. He only 
thinks himself free, — * he thinks he pushes, he him- 
self is pushed/ The more acute any one is, the more 
will he perceive how all actions are caused by circum- 
stances. Hence neither is there moral responsibility, 
retribution, or life after death, but an absorption of 
individual into general life. 

Such notions were connectively expressed by 
Spinoza (a Portuguese Jew in Holland, 1677), and 
they have been reagitated by ' philosophy in our 
days. They received some modification at the hands 
of Hegel, but are fundamentally what they ever 
were. They have been followed out to their results, 
in religion and theology by David Strauss. The denial 
of the supernatural runs consistently throughout his 
so-called Doctrvne of Faith, which concludes thus : 
* Another world is indeed, in all its forms, the only 
enemy, and in its form of a future life the last 
enemy, which speculative criticism has to attack, and 
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if possible to overcome.' He has since spoken with 
even greater asperity. 

Materialism took the place of Rationalism. Feuer- 
bach marks the transition : ' God was my first, 
reason my second, man my third and last notion.' In 
these words he shortly and graphically describes the 
downward progress of his philosophic reasoning. He 
means, however, man in his empirical, sensuous reality. 
His philosophy becomes the knowledge of this sensuous 
man, is converted into anthropology. All religion is 
self-delusion — an error of the human mind. The idea 
of God is only that idea of man which man makes 
objective to himself, and condenses into the notion of 
a separate being upon whom he accumulates his own 
qualities in exaggerated proportions, consequently he 
thinks of himself when he thinks of God. ' Man 
created God after his own image.' In man, moreover, 
the senses are everything; they are all reality, all 
truth. Upon these philosophical maxims Materialism 
is founded, and believes it can establish them by its 
facts. There is no spirit, no soul; the agency of 
matter is everything. Such is its wisdom. 

The development here attained is complete, and 
further progress impossible. We have reached the 
mud of Materialism. 

Prevailing opinion, then, is a compound of all 
these various elements, which, appearing in succession, 
have successively occupied and vacated the mind of 
the present generation, and left behind them traces 
of their existence. First one, then another element 
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will be the more prominent. Multiform, however, as 
present opinion is, it has nevertheless one general 
tendency, one general principle. Wherein, then, does 
this consist ? Guizot (9) describes it as the denial of 
the supernatural And certainly the question of the 
supernatural is the question of the day. Benan 
somewhere says we must not meddle with the super- 
natural, we must get rid of it altogether. Thus the 
natural order of things is final. We might say that 
the general feature of present opinion is the making 
the world, the Cosmos, into a principle. The world, 
however, has two sides, — matter and spirit. Hence 
at one time greater emphasis is laid upon spirit, and 
at another upon matter ; the tendency is now more 
idealistic, now more realistic; sometimes more sublime, 
sometimes more ordinary. But the Cosmos is still 
the principle. It is this which becomes progressively 
prominent during the historic development. Deism 
suffered a Ood to exist, but plunged Him into a state 
of quiescence ; Pantheism confounded Him with the 
world ; Materialism entirely denied Him ; while, on 
the other hand, the world, the spirit of the world, the 
life of the world, the matter of the world, were in 
succession exalted. (10) 

It is herein that its antagonism to the Christian 
view consists. With this, God is the principle of all 
things, — the principle of the world, of man, of his 
spirit, and of his matter. . The Christian view of the 
world is decidedly theistia The question then is 
whether God or the world is to be the principle and 
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i. centre of all things, and consequently of our reasoning. 

"^ It is this which constitutes the eminently practical 

importance of this contrast. It is decisive of the 
whole tendency of our thoughts. The pre-requisite, 
however, and determining motiveofdififerent opinions 
is not so much a different philosophy, a different set 
of notions, as a different state of feeling. It is the 
inclination and tendency of the heart which finally 
determines the opinions of the mind. For an opposite 
course of life must result according as a man finds his 
satisfying portion in the world, or in the personal and 
living" God. 




LECTURE 11. 

THE COMTRADICTIONS OF EXISTENCE. 

HERE are two great views of the uni- 
verse diametrically opposed to each other. 
Each is an attempt to solve the great 
problem of existence, and to give an answer to the 
question of questions. The problem is the world, is 
man himself. The existence which surrounds us, and 
which we share, is the question. We see a realm of 
spirit and a realm of nature. Whence is the world 
of spirit and of nature ? What laws prevail in it ? 
And why and for what purpose does this world exist ? 
This universal existence is a question which comes 
before us, and from which we cannot escape. 

If it be answered, The world which surrounds us 
is a series of gradations terminating in man, man is 
made the answer to the question. What is the world ? 
But is not man himself the greatest of all questions ? 
Is he not the most contradictory of beings ? His 
relation to the world is a contradiction, his relation to 
himself contradictory, he is a bom contradiction. 
And not only his natural existence, but still more his 
moral being, is full of contradictions. This question 
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will not let us rest. We cannot cease from seeking 
its answer. In all time it has been sought. All 
philosophy, all religions are attempts at an answer. 
The interest is not merely an intellectual but an 
ethical one, — an interest not merely of the mind, but 
of the conscience. It is the heart's deepest necessity 
to obtain light on this matter. 

Let us then consider the problem with a view to 
discovering where the answer lies. We are placed 
in the world. The existence of the world is a ques- 
tion which presses upon the mind. Whence is it ? 
No thinking man can escape this question. Pan- 
theism answers : It is from itself; matter is eternal, 
it has formed itself into the world ; being is the 
foundation of existence. But whence this being ? 
Pantheism answers : from itself. In other words. 
Pantheism can give no answer. Must we then leave 
oflf inquiring because Pantheism is obliged to leave 
off answering ? 

But not only is the origin of the world a problem, 
its actual existence and the course of its histoiy are full 
of enigmas. Does the law of necessity govern it, or 
does freedom prevail therein ? Is it governed accord- 
ing to law, moral laws, or arbitrarily ? Appearances 

I 

point now to the former, now to the latter. Who can 
behold with indifference this varying machinery of 
existence ? Yet who can furnish the answer ? 

And finally, why is all this ? This inquiry after 
the why and wherefore is the chief of the questions 
pressing upon the mind of man, and that of which 
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it can least of all divest itself; the question most 
worthy of his attention, and yet that also which he 
is least capable of answering. Why does anything 
exist ? Why is there not nothing ? Has being a 
purpose, an end, a destiny ? Pantheism speaks only 
of cause and origin, but not of end and purpose. 
But this question of the why and wherefore will 
not be silenced. It is the question of the intellectual 
interest, the highest object of research, the peculiar 
expression of thought. Man must cease to think 
when he ceases to inquire after the wherefore of 
existence. 

The origin, existence, and purpose of the universe, 
then, is the question placed before the mind of man. 

It may be answered : Man is the answer. Is man 
really the answer ? Perhaps he is to the question, 
Wherefore ? But to the question. Whence ? Strauss, 
indeed, is of opinion that the mind of man, ' as the 
unconscious mind of nature, created ' the world, 
' ordered the relations of the stars, formed earths and 
metals, arranged the organic structure of plants and 
animals.' (i) But every reasonable man will say that 
this is folly. 

Again, if man is the answer to the question where- 
fore, is he not himself the question of questions ? 

Even the relation of Tnan to the world is an 
intrinsic contradiction. The eighth Psalm sets this 
forth. * When I consider the heavens, the work of 
Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou hast 
ordained ; what is man that Thou art mindful of him, 
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and the son of man that Thou visitest him ? ' The 
sentiment expressed by the psalmist is the contrast 
between impotence and greatness, between the exalted 
and the abject. Man, in the presence of the universe, 
is an atom, a vanishing point, a cipher. And yet he 
has the strongest feeling of independence and eleva- 
tion in the presence of the world. He cannot but 
fear every moment being swallowed up by the 
universe, and sinking in this great ocean of heaving 
forces and masses ; and yet he proudly lifts himself 
in his own consciousness above the universe. How 
impotent is man ! ' There is no need,' says Pascal, 
(2) ' for the whole universe to arm itself to annihilate 
him ; a breath, a drop of water is enough to kill him. 
But even if the universe should annihilate him, man 
would still be the greater; fqr he knows that he 
dies, but the universe knows not that it annihilates 
him.' ' It is thought which constitutes the greatness 
of man.' But is this thought also a power with 
resped) to the world ? Man has a feeling of freedom 
and yet he everywhere sees himself restrained, 
dependent, limited by the most insignificant and most 
material forces. He is made subject to necessity, 
and yet endowed with a feeling of freedom. How 
shall this contradiction be reconciled ? The relation 
of man to the world is verily an intrinsic contradiction. 

But man is also one himself. What an ocean of 
contradictions are united in him ! — the contradictions 
of knowledge, of feeling, of will, of all existence. 

There is in man a hungering after knowledge, after 
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truth, after certainty. And yet there is nothing but 
uncertainty. What Goethe says in Faust, is no rash 
exaggeration. There is in each of us something of 
this insatiable hunger after knowledge, this longing to 

' Eecognise the hidden ties 
That bind creation's inmost energies ; 
Her vital powers her embryo seeds survey, 
And fling the trade in empty words away.'* 

Yet are we also compelled to add : 

' That we in truth can nothing know, 
This is my heart like fire doth bum. 

' We are always groping at problems,' says Goethe. 
' Man is a dark being, he knows little of the world, 
and least of all of himself.' (3) There is in all of us 
this craving after knowledge, a craving which seeks 
its satisfaction far beyond the limits of what is 
necessary for this earthly and corporeal existence. 
We desire to know not merely for the sake of the 
practical results which may be useful to us. To limit 
the instinct of knowledge to these would be to degrade 
our nature. * Long before physics were heard of, or 
chemistry had arisen, the wise of all ages had inquired 
concerning the origin of all things, and the ultimate 
purpose of the universe.' (4) But did they find the 
answer ? And is not this history of the human mind, 
still repeated day by day ? What then 1 Is this to be 
the lot of man, to be ever obliged to inquire after 
truth, and never to find it ? ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth ? Or 

* Gokthe's Faua^ translated by Anka Swanwick. 
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must he content himself with the poor comfort with 
which Mephistopheles tries to console Faust 1 — 

' Oh ! credit me, who, still as ages roll, 
Have chewed this bitter fare from year to year ; 
No mortal, from the cradle to the bier, 
Digests the ancient leren." 

And yet man cannot cease from chewing it, even if 
he must break all his teeth over it. 

But this is not all. 

Man has a craving for happiness. He longs for 
that supreme good which would fully satisfy him, and 
allay his deepest need. He seeks it but finds it not, 
amidst the good things which this world can afford. 
He strives after happiness, yet ever feels himself 
miserable. (5) Man alone strives after happiness, and 
man alone is unhappy. We seek that which is higher 
than ourselves, and because we do not find it we are 
unhappy. We invest the finite with the appearance 
of the infinite, but the appearance melts away before 
our eyes. We speak of everlasting love, of infinite 
sorrow, of immortal fame — ^but what are these but 
mere words ? We cannot find the infinite in the 
finite. We are in the world of the finite, yet we are 
seeking after the infinita We soar beyond the 
temporal and the earthly, and carry our craving into 
infinite space. We seek God as our supreme good — 
for we are made for God ; and this tendency of man 
towards God, is ineffaceable. And yet, — where is 
God to be found ? He is lost in obscurity. Then, 
again, another tendency opposes the former, and 
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draws us from God. We all bear within us a secret 
opposition to God, and yet we are made for God ! 
' Si rhomme n'est fait pour Dieu, pourquoi n'est il 
heureux qu'en Dieu ? Si Thomme est fait pour Dieu, 
pourquoi est si contraire k Dieu ? ' 'In vain, O man, 
dost thou seek in thyself a remedy for thy misery. 
Thy highest wisdom can attain nothing beyond the 
knowledge that thou canst find neither truth nor the 
true good in thyself. Philosophers have promised it 
thee, but have been unable to keep the promise.' (6) 
And yet we cannot cease from craving after it. ' My 
whole heart bums to know where the true good is to 
be found. Nothing would be too costly to attain it,'(7) 
We long for truth, and find within us nothing but 
uncertainty. We seek happiness, and find only 
misery and death. We are incapable of ceasing to 
long for truth and happiness, and are yet incapable of 
attaining either. The desire is left us only to punish 
us, and to shew us whence we are fallen .*(8) But it 
is just in the very circumstance that man has a Reeling 
of his misery that his greatness consists. 'La grandeur 
de rhomme est grande en ce qu'il se connait miserable; 
il est done miserable parcequ'il Test ; mais il est bien 
grand parcequ'il le connait.' ' No one is unhappy at 
not being a king, except a dethroned king.' (9) Thus 
there is within us a contradiction between desire and 
attainment. It is desire which makes us unhappy ; 
yet this very desire is the sign of our greatness, but 
a fallen greatness. Wherein lies the solution of this 
enigma ? (lO) 
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But not ' only our knowledge and feeling, our 
wiU also is at variance with itself. For as thei« is in 
man a desire for truth, so is there also a striving after 
what is truly good, an attraction towards morality, and 
a longing for moral freedom. And yet man loves 
immorality. His will rises towards the noble, it soars 
above the ordinary standard of morality, and yet is 
continually suflFering itself to be drawn down by its 
power. Goethe, indeed, boasts of Schiller, that he 
had left behind him that common tendency which 
restrains us all. And certainly Schiller was full of 
sublime and noble aspiratioDS. But was he alone 
free from that common lot of mortals, the necessity 
of lamenting the weakness of our moral nature ? 
And is it not just they who have made the greatest 
advances upon the path of morality and.sanctification, 
who most lament the distance which still separates 
them from their goal ? It is a lamentation in which 
all must unite. We must all experience the power 
of passion, how it can deceive and persuade, not only 
the understanding, but the wilL The will is the 
deepest and highest faculty of man, an incomparable 
power, mighty enough to set a world on flames ; 
and yet, again, how powerless! How slight often 
is the temptation before which it falls in a moment of 
weakness ! How impotent is it in opposition to the 
heart ! how restrained by the inclinations, habits, 
desires, and weaknesses of nature ! The most sublime 
word a man can utter is, I will. But how seldom 
does he really will 1 He would like to will, yet does 

c 
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not attain to actual willing. Man is, through his 
possession of will, a minor god ; and yet he is the 
slave of all things, and of his own nature. ' Learn 
hence, proud man, what a paradox thou art to 
thyself !' " (n) 

It is the feeling of these contradictions, and the 
impossibility of reconciling them, which has at all 
times extorted from poets and thinkers so many 
bitter^ lamentations over the ills of human life, the 
sorrows of the human heart. For at one time man 
reaches, in proud self-consciousDess, or in defiant 
audacity, towards the stars, and would take heaven 
by storm ; at another, he lies in the dust, and how 
often in defilement ! 

The poets of all ages have lamented this — nor 
is this lament the mere result of a morbid culture, 
calling forth wants and wishes which it is incapable 
of satisfying. On the contrary, it is the popular 
lays themselves, those direct expressions of the 
natural popular spirit, which are pervaded by this 
tone of melancholy complaint. And it is this very 
quality which makes them so touching. (12) Nor is 
it only among those nations whose temperament is 
naturally a melancholy one, that this is the case, but 
among those also who had the most cheerful views of 
life, and the largest capacity for its joys and possessions, 
especially 'the Greeks. Even old Homer complained, 
that of all that breathes and moves, nothing on earth 
is sadder than man. (is) And the saying of Theognis, 
that it would have been best for us never to have 
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been bom, or at least to have died as soon as possible 
after our birth, has been again and again repeated in 
various forms. Poets vie with one another in describ- 
ing the ills of life in all its various stages, from the 
follies of youth up to sad old age, ' the meeting-place 
of all ills ; ' a life which no wise mafi could desire to 
live over again. And even a Pliny, otherwise so 
short and terse, becomes eloquent when he describes 
human misery. Man is, in his view, unhappier than 
all other creatures. For nature furnishes others with 
what they need. But as for man, we cannot decide 
with certainty whether nature is his better mother or 
more evil- stepmother. He enters the world as the 
most helpless of all beings, he greets the day of his 
birth with tears, he is bom to all possible suffering. 
* There is nothing more wretched nor yet at the same 
time more haughty than man. Amidst so many and 
so great ills, the best thing is that he can put an end 
to his own existence.' (14) 

Is, then, suicide the highest wisdom ? death the 
solution of eVery enigma i How can that satisfy our 
reason which our moral consciousness condemns? And 
how can that solve every enigma which is itself the 
greatest of all enigmas i Death adds to the enigmas 
which man bears within him, and which his life 
involves, that which is in fact the greatest. For as 
death is the most certain, so is it also the most 
uncertain of events. For, to quote the words of Pascal 
' all that I know is, that I must soon die ; but what I 
know the least of is this very death, from which 
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nevertheless I know not how to escape/ (16) Yet it 
is at the same time the most solemn event that befalls 
us. For it is the beginning of an eternity, whether of 
annihilation or of future life. There is an affecting 
solemnity in the certainty, I must die ; shaU we live 
after death or not ? We must know it. And if we 
live, what kind of life will it be? Happy or unhappy ? 
We must know it, for our eternity is concerned. This 
question is of such importance and touches us so 
closely, that a man must have lost all feeling to be 
indiflFerent about it. Our thoughts and actions will 
take an entirely opposite direction, according as we 
have or have not an eternal life to hope for. So that 
it is quite impossible to decide, with due deliberation, 
upon our course of life, unless we decide upon it from 
this last named point of view. (16) 

In short, all existence is a problem requiring solu- 
tion. We cannot withdraw from this question, for it 
is the question of our Kfe. There must be an answer 
somewhere, and we must be capable of finding it. 
We must have certainty about this answer if we are 
to know peace and security. The worid cannot be the 
answer. That view of the universe which makes it a 
principle, cannot be the correct one. For the universe 
is itself the enigma. Is man the answer to the 
sphinx's riddle ? But if man himself becomes the 
$phinx, who is then to solve the riddle ? The Chris- 
tian view of the universe affirms that it possesses the 
solution, when it directs us to God and to the will 

His eternal love. Shall we find here the truth 
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we are seeking ? If we would find it, we must seek 
for it ; and to seek it rightly, we must be wUling to 
find it. 

It is unworthy, and it ought to be impossible, to feel 
an interest in all possible inquiries and phenomena, 
and none in this greatest of all inquiries. For we are 
formed for truth and 'truth is the nourishment of 
spirits/ (17) It is this which constitutes our greatness. 
And even if her gates remain closed against me, I 
would rather sit down in the sadness of my heart 
before those closed gates, that at least this sadness 
might bear testimony that I feel myself formed for 
truth, (18) than feel such indifference as ever to cease 
from inquiring after her. But just slightly to nibble 
at the surface of knowledge, without penetrating into 
its depths, cannot be called feeling an interest in it. 
What Bacon says of philosophy, * that a little philo- 
sophy inclineth man's mind to atheism, but depth in 
philosophy bringeth men's minds about to religion,' 
applies to the knowledge of all truth. For tnith 
dwells in the depth, and God dwells in the depth. 
He is to be found behind things. The ways of inquiry 
are many, but the end is one, — ^viz., God, who is The 
Truth. But we must press forward after the truth. 
And why should we not do so \ Because there are 
obscurities in the way ? When are we free firom 
them ? Do we not live in the midst of n^ysteries ? 
life itself, the notion of life, what is it but a dark 
mystery ? If reality is full of obscurity, how should 
our knowledge be without it ? What system of truths 
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was ever set up in which no obscurity was to be 
found? 'The farther we advance in research, the 
nearer we approach to the unsearchable/ says Goethe. 
(19) Do not mysteries increase the deeper our 
researches penetrate? We should pause upon subjects 
and questions, and let them make their influeDce felt 
upon us, not hurry from one thing to another without 
going deeply into any. We must be willing to find 
out the truth of a matter, and our own notions must 
not be allowed to interfere. According to Pythagoras, 
the knowledge of truth begins with silence, i.e., with 
a quiet and hearty submission to it, and not with 
arguments or an inclination to doubt. There is, 
indeed, a doubt leading to inquiry, which may appro- 
priate the promise made by God to the sincere ; but 
there is also a love of doubting, which ' is ever learn- 
ing, yet never "able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.' This is a fault not of the understanding, but 
of the will ? No one doubts mathematical propositions. 
Why not ? Because no one has an interest in doubt- 
ing them. (20) But the existence of God, — it is just 
possible that some may have an interest in doubting 
this. Our thoughts are far more closely connected 
with our wishes and inclinations, and, in short, with 
our whole moral condition, than is often supposed. 
' The heart has reasons of which the understanding 
knows nothing/ says Pascal ; and that famous philo- 
sopher Fichte says, ' Our system of thought is often 
but the history of our heart ; conviction arises from 
inclination, not from reason, and the improvement of 
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the heart leads to true wisdom.' (21) It is not our 
life which conforms to our notions, but our notions to 
our life. Our relation to truth' is not only an intel- 
lectual, it is more especially, a 'moral one. It is the 
moral position which we occupy with respect to truth 
which determines our opinions. How often does it 
happen that a moral fall is followed by intellectual 
decay ! The understanding is venal, and may be 
induced by various motives to subserve the wishes of 
the heart. Truth is a great and a solemn matter. 
It is not easy to endure its glance. When first it 
penetrates the heart, it chastises and condemns ; its 
after-effects illumine and elevate. We must endure 
its first operation if we would experience its subse- 
quent benefits. In short, the perception of truth is 
a moral act, — ^an act of the will, and not chiefly 
of the understanding. For even after every misappre- 
hension and doubt has been cleared up, it is the will ' 
which finally decides upon its reception or rejection. 
What we need, then, is willingness to know the truth. 

Now, since Christianity declares itself to be the 
truth, every man must take up a position with respect 
to it. It cannot be avoided. We may oppose it, we 
may hate it, but we cannot ignore it, for it stands in 
every man's path, and forces from him an answer to 
the question it proposes. 

We are, indeed, often told : Christianity is a beauti- 
ful theory j but it is nothing more than a theory. It ■ 
is too ideal, it does not suit our circumstances. Our 
public affairs, political life with its problems and 
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changes, the great tasks of mankind, art and science, 
trade and industry, etc., — all these are incompatible 
with Christianity. Christianity cannot really accom- 
modate itself to these actual circumstances. It is too 
alien to the whole course of our life. It is poetic, 
our life is prosaic. It comes from another world, 
while we have to pass our lives in this. It directs our 
thoughts to another life, but we and all our powers 
belong to this. It stands in opposition to our natural 
feelings and thoughts. It is the denial of the human. 
It does not bring before us a real, whole, and proper 
man. A Christian is at most * an angel riding upon 
an animal.' Christianity is not human enough. 
How are we men to deal with it ? We cannot make use 
of it. It cannot be the truth which we seek and 
need. 

And what answers shall we make to all this ? We 
will first appeal to facts, we will invoke the testimony 
of history. Is it not a fact that Christianity has 
become the chief and most fruitful of intellectual 
powers ? Even its opponents are obliged to allow 
this. They would not so violently oppose its truth it 
they were not forced to own the reality of its power 
and influence, and constrained to feel them at every 
step they take, whether in the province of external or 
of intellectual life. Christianity, then, is not merely 
a theory and a poem ; it is an actual power, and 
indeed the greatest of powers. Do not the ages 
which have succeeded Christianity stand far above 
those which preceded it ? The age of humanity did 
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not begin till after Christianity. It must then be 
adapted to human nature. 

It has opened up new depths of feeling and intel- 
lect in every province of art and science;* it has 
brought forth kindliness and tenderness of feeling 
hitherto unparalleled in every relation of social life. 
It cannot, then, be a denial of the human, it must be 
the truth of human life. In fact the testimony of 
history is that Christianity is truth. But its truth 
must be self-testifying. What we are concerned to 
show is, that the fundamental truths of Christianity 
are the intuitive truths of the mind, and it is this 
which will constitute the subject of the following 
lectures. Christianity, however, founds its whole 
system of truths upon the existence of God. The 
first word of Christianity is God. The solution of the 
problems of existence is to be found in God. The 
truth which we need and seek is God, — the living, 
personal God. This is the truth which is the foun- 
dation of the Christian view of the universe. 
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THE PERSONAL QOD. 




HEBE can be no higher subject of inquiry 
than God. It determines every other 
' question which can occupy our minds, and 
influences the whole course of our life. Every- 
thing depends upon the answer to the question, 
Is there a God, or not ? Our view of the world, and 
the general tendency of our life, will be in accordance 
therewith. It must consequently be the foremost and 
uppermost of all questions, and its interest supreme. 
It is utterly incomprehensible how every other possible 
inquiry should engage the attention of the human 
mind, while this is passed by with indifference. For 
even the loftiest inquiries of art or science, the noblest 
exercises of the mind, the most dignified avocations to 
which man can devote his life, — what are all or any 
of these in comparison with this inquiry, this interest? 
How is it possible to be so engrossed with these that 
this supreme matter should be forgotten ? Nothing else 
has such claims upon us as this question^ which is so 
closely interwoven with every other, that it is, in truth. 



Intuitive Conviction of the Existence of Ood, 43 

this which encounters us, in all the questions which 
agitate the mind of man. It is the question not of the 
scholar nor of the politician, but of man, and indeed 
of the whole man, of his whole mental and moral life. 

And if this is a question of the whole man, its 
answer must also come from the whole man. Tt is 
not only the power of thought and the faculty of 
perception which must decide upon it. These do not 
constitute the whole man. A deep, a moral decision 
is involved therein. Not the head alone, but the heart 
and the conscience also must concur in this answer. ' 
For God is more sensible to the heart and the conscience 
than to the understanding. If Qod is the funda- 
mental principle, certainty of His existence is not, in 
the first instance, the business of the reflecting powers, 
but was previously a matter of intuitive feeling. For 
fundamental principles rest upon intuitive convic- 
tion, dogmas upon inferences. And there is nothing 
of which man has so intuitive a conviction as he has 
of the existence of God. 

The denial of God is the denial of a conviction 
which we bear within our minds, and hence a mental 
aberration which should be impossible. The ingenious 
and sagacious natural philosopher Lichtenberg depicts 
this aberration in /his well-known prediction, 'This 
world of ours will become so refined that it will be as 
ridiculous to believe in God, as it now is to believe in 
ghosts. And then,' he continues, 'the world will 
become still more refined ; then we shall believe only 
in ghosts. We shall ourselves become as God.' (i) 
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The Scripture says, moreover, (Ps. xiv.), 'The fool 
hath said in his heart, There is no God.* 

An intuitive conviction of the existence of God 
dwells within the human mind. We can by no means 
free ourselves from the notion of a God. We cannot 
think of ourselves, we cannot think of the world, 
without involuntarily connecting therewith the idea 
of God. Our thoughts hasten past the visible and 
the finite towards a supreme, invisible, infinite Being, 
and cannot rest till they have attained their goal. 
We are obliged to think of God, Consciousness of 
God is as essential an element of our mind as con- 
sciousness of the world, or self-consciousness. The idea 
of God is an intrinsic necessity of the mind. ' When 
the mind rises, it throws the body upon its knees,' 
says Lichtenberg. And Epictetus, the heathen moral 
philosopher, says, * If I were a nightingale, I would, 
by singing, fulfil the vocation of a- nightingale ; if I 
were a swan, by singing, the vocation of a swan. 
But since I am a reasonable being, mine is to praise 
God. This is my calling. I will fulfil it' (2) The 
highest thought of which man is capable is God, 
"and this is a necessary thought. Does not, then, its 
intrinsic necessity force upon us the conclusion that its 
subject-matter has an actual existence apart from our- 
selves ? Such an inference is indeed inevitable. To 
think of God means to be certain of His existence. 
We cannot help thinking of God, and we cannot 
think of Him otherwise than as existing ; it is a 
necessity of our reason. . Certainly this consciousness 
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of God needs development; but so also do all the 
intuitive truths and convictions which we bear within 
us. Even self-consciousness must needs be developed. 
But is it therefore acquired, or otherwise received from 
without ? And this is also the case with the consci- 
ousness of God, which is, d priori, a necessary element 
of our mental life. 

For this reason too* it is universal, ' There is no 
people so wild and savage as not to have believed in 
a God, even if they have been unacquainted with his 
nature,' says Cicero, (3) This classic saying expresses 
nothing but an undeniable fact. The experience of 
centuries has corroborated it. Since Cicero's days, 
more than half a world has been discovered, bat 
reverence for God and religion have everywhere been 
found. No people is without a consciousness of God. 
Atheists have had an interest in discovering a nation 
of atheists, but their efforts have been in vain. The 
negroes of Africa, the dark New Hollanders, the wild 
Indians of America, have all been acquainted with a 
higher being. Wherever human beings have been 
found, there too has religion been found. Even 
where the contrary was at first supposed to be the 
case, this supposition has been found to be the result 
of superficial observation. Infinitely diverse, indeed, 
have been the external forms of religion, and in 
many places only faint traces or hideous caricatures 
of it have been found. Still even in the midst of 
such deformity, its original features may be recognized. 
And though a nation * or race may have simk to an 
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almost brutal savagery and stupidity of mind, and 
may thus seem to have entirely cast oflF the nobility 
of human nature — even then the remembrance of God 
has not been utterly extinguished. That, however, 
which is thus universal, that wherein $ill agree, can- 
not be false — ^was long since Cicero's well known 
argument. (4) For its reasons must lie in man's 
very nature. The truth with which the apologists of 
the first centuries again and again encountered the 
heathen was : We bear in our own souls testimony 
to God, we cannot help knowing Him and being 
conscious of His existence. (5) 

This conviction of the existence of God may indeed 
be denied, even by those who cannot free themselves 
from it. But in this case a man persuades himself 
that what he cannot help knowing is the only thing 
he does not know. AiJieiam is not a necessity of the 
reason, but an act, and in fact an arbitrary act of the 
will. The reasons usually advanced in its favour 
serve only to conceal its real origin. And how 
seldom do they sui:pas8 the argument of the Hindoo, 
who disputed with a missionary the existence of God 
on the ground that he could not see Him ! Where- 
upon the latter replied that neither could he, the 
missionary, see his opponent's understanding. (6) 
A conviction of the existence of God dwells, indeed, 
in each of us, but we must on our part allow this 
conviction to have fair play. It is not a knowledge 
founded on proofs which force the consent of the 
understanding, but a knowledge of inward persuasion 
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to which the will bows. Belief in Ood is not a science, 
but a virtue. Its certainty does not grow from, but 
precedes reflection. It is not the understanding which 
convinces the heart, but the heart which convinces 
the understanding ; just as in moral truths, it is not 
the proofs of the reason which convince the conscience, 
but the conscience which convinces the reason. The 
conviction that there is a God dwells in our heart, 
and hence also in the thoughts of our reason. ' It 
has pleased God,' says Pascal, ' that divine verities 
should not enter the heart through the understanding, 
but the understanding through the heart. For human 
things must be known to be loved, but divine things 
must be loved to be known.' And Lichtenberg thinks 
it questionable 'whether mere reason, without the 
heart, ever lighted upon God. It is after the heart 
knows Him that the reason also seeks Him.' (7) It 
everywhere seeks for Him, and for traces of Him in 
nature, in history, in the mind itself. It is the most 
exalted employment of the human mind, and the 
chief proof of its dignity, to follow up these traces 
of God, that the understanding may attain that 
certainty which the heart already intuitively possesses, 
— ^a certainty entirely independent of that which the 
thoughts demand, — a certainty not derived from, but 
rather communicated to, the mind. 

Evidences of the existerice of Ood have at all times 
been brought forward. They abound even in the pre- 
Christian philosophy of Plato, Aristotle, and Cicero. 
Christian theology and speculation have but adopted 
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and extended them. They axe not intended to prove 
to us that with which we are not yet acquainted, but 
to justify our intuitive conviction to our reasoning 
faculties, by directing us to the traces, scattered on 
all sides, of that God whom we already perceive and 
know in our hearts. 

All Nature around us proves the existence of God. 
* The heavens declare the glory of XJod ; and the 
firmament sheweth His handy-work. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth know- 
ledge. There is no speech nor language where their 
voice is not heard.' (Ps. xix.) This thought runs 
through the whole Bible, and finds an echo in our 
hearts. The sight of nature involuntarily arouses 
within us the feeling of the infinite. Claudias, in his 
Chria, puts into the mouth of one of the iUuminati 
the words, ' Whether there be a*Qo3, and what he may 
be, philosophy alone can teach, and without philosophy 
there can be no thought of God.* * Good,' says the 
master. ' Yet though no man can say of me with a 
shadow of truth that I am a philosopher, I never go 
through the forest without thinking who makes the 
flowers grow, and then a faint and distant notion of a 
great unknown One comes over me, and so reverently, 
yet so joyfully, does my heart thrill, that I could wager 
that I am then thinking of God.' (s) Everything 
around us breathes of GoA ' In Him we live, and 
move, and have our being.' ' Whither shall I go from 
Thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from Thy presence?' 
As the invisible soul creates a visible expression on 
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the countenance of a man, so does nature — which is, 
as it were, the countenance of God — betray the hidden 
spirit which dwells within it. Unless, however, we 
bring with us the notion of God, we shall find nature 
but dumb. Nature is like a written document con- 
taining only consonants. It is we who must ourselves 
furnish the vowels which shall enable us to decipher 
it. But, on the other hand, the tones within our 
hearts need also the aid of nature's kindred toned to 
become articulate speech. Certainly nature alone 
cannot reveal God. He is hidden behind that law of 
necessity which rules in nature. (9) Nature conceals 
as well as manifests God. She is a veil, but a 
transparent one. AH things conceal a mystery which 
they tempt us to uncover, and the ultimate mystery 
is God. But to be found. He must be sought ; to be 
sought. He must be known ; to be known. He must 
be loved. They who have no wish to know Him, do 
not find Him in nature, which, on the contrary, rather 
furnishes them with occasions of scepticism. 'As 
all things speak of Grod to those who know Him 
and discover Him to those who love Him, so do 
they also conceal Him from those who are ignorant 
of Him." (10) 

First of all, the very existence of the world 
proclaims and proves that there is a God. There is a 
world, there must therefore bean author of the world, 
is a conclusion which involuntarily forces itself upon 
all. And so unmistakeably do we encounter in the 
world, the invisible nature of God, His eternal power 
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and godhead, that the apostle Paul declares thoto to 
be without excuse who do not recognize Him in His 
works. (Rom. i. 19, 20.) An assertion which even 
the heathen philosophers of Greece and Rome have 
maintained, (ii) And rightly so ; for it is a necessary 
inference. There is a world. How did it originate 1 
Of itself? They who know of nothing higher 
than, and beyond the world, make it its own creator. 
But how can it be his own creator ? Where is its 
creative force ? Every force we discover is a finite 
force : no single force, then, is creative. Is it then the 
sum total of forces ? No accumulation of the finite 
can produce the Infinite. Each force i^ limited by 
other forces. No accumulation of limited forces can 
produce one which is only a limiting and not a limited 
one. All the causes which we see in action are second 
causes ; no single one is the ultimate, the supreme, 
the originating cause. No accumulation of second 
causes can produce the first cause. Hence we must 
seek the one supreme force, the great First Cause, 
through whom this world of finite things and forces 
exists, beyond all finite things, forces, and causes/ 
Our reason, our instinct, our consciousness, demand 
this. All things which surround us point from 
and beyond themselves ; each is but a finger-post 
directing us. onward past nature to the supernatural. 
And this supernatural which we seek beyond the 
world, to which the world directs us, what is it but 
God, the personal Gbd, the personal power of the 
world ? (12) ' I asked the earth,' says Augustine, in 
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a splendid passage of his Confessions (x. 6) ; * it said 
I am not He ; and all that therein is^ made the same 
acknowledgment. I asked the sea and the depths, 
and all that move and live therein, and they answered, 
We are not thy God, seek higher. I asked the winds, 
but the air, with all its inhabitants, answered, I am 
not* thy God. I asked the heavens, the sun, the 
moon, the stars, and they answered. Neither are we 
the God whom thou seekest. And I said t6 all things 
that surround me, ye have told me concerning my 
God that ye are not He ; speak then to mo of Him. 
And they all cried with loud voices. He made us.' 
Yes, all things have a language which we can under- 
stand, and that language is their testimony to God 
the Creator. 

The evidence deduced from the existence of the 
world has been expressed by various formularies. 
The motion manifested in the world requires a 
supreme motive power; the eflfects produced, an 
ultimate author ; merely possible existence, which also 
may cease to be and once was not, demands a 
necessary cause ; — such have been the ways in which 
philosophical reasoning has ever, even in prse-Christian 
times, developed and required the existence of God, 
from the existence of the world. This series of infer- 
ences has recently been continued, and it has been 
said that life actually existing points backward to an 
eternal life before itself. Organic life had a begin- 
ning upon earth, and hence requires One who pro- 
duced this beginning. Again, the duality of the 
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world, as consisting of matter and spirit, demands 
a God. For matter and spirit being essentially unlike, 
and each the opposite to and limitation of the other, 
each is consequently finite, and neither could have 
originated the other. Material nature cannot bring 
forth personal spirit, nor can the spirit of man produce 
material nature. It is folly to suppose consciousness 
to have originated from matter ; it is madness to 
suppose the material world to have been formed by 
the human spirit. In short, the existence of the 
world requires the existence of God. 

Again, what kind of life would that be which 
should be swallowed up in this flood of finitude ? 
There must be an eternal life beyond the changes of 
time, beyond the current of events, — an eternal 
Being, the cause and origin of all things. Our heart 
as well as our reason demands an ultimate, supreme, 
eternal One, — God. 

Nor is the world's adaptation to purpose a less 
striking evidence of God, than its existence. Even 
the ancient world delighted to contemplate and describe 
God as the designer and arranger of the world, and 
the artist of the Cosmos. (18) And certainly the world 
is a Cosmos, a harmonious whole, a wondrous edifice of 
truly congruous parts, in which the least is connected 
with the greatest, the greatest with the least, the most 
remote is a necessary part of the whole, and each must 
serve another with admirable reciprocity. Nothing 
is superfluous, nothing injudicious. It is, indeed, 
possible to degrade this argument of purpose by 
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carrying it out into trifles ; and this lias been done 
to a degree which provoked the well-known sarcastic 
reply, that according to this view, God caused the cork- 
tree to grow in Africa, on purpose that we might make 
our stoppers from it. But neither the abuse of this 
argument, nor the sarcasm it has provoked, can 
turn aside the direct evidence furnished by this har- 
mony and mutual relation of the whole and its com- 
ponent parts ; and the more deeply the mind of man 
penetrates into the design manifest in creation, the 
more perfectly his ear is attuned to perceive the 
harmony of the whole, the more grandly will that 
full majestic chorus of the univense, formed by the 
infinite multitude of voices belonging to the things of 
heaven and earth, burst upon his senses. 

Whence did this harmony originate ? If we say 
from chance, what is this but an attempt to explain a 
fact by an immeaning word i Chance can sport with 
things, and bring about strange coincidences ; but it is 
devoid of reason, and cannot produce that mutual de- 
pendence which is the work of reason, and which shows 
that an objective reason, an unmistakeable intelligence, 
governs all things. We do not merely believe this — 
which we cannot help doing— but our belief is corro- 
borated by actual experience. This belief it is which 
gives a spur to investigation, while investigation 
furnishes confirmation to belief. It was only the 
belief that intelligence guided our solar system which 
enabled Kepler to make his great discoveries, and 
linnseus confessed of his world of Botany, that he 
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had seen therein traces of God. It requires intelli- 
gence to perceive the mutual connexions and adapta- 
tions in the world : — could it have needed no intelli- 
gence to form them ? (14) 

Nor is it possible to substitute the laws and forces 
of nature for God. Natural force is a power, which, 
working blindly, produces a result ; but it is not an 
intelUgence, which, acting freely, arranges a conneo- 
tion. Natural law is the rule which determines the 
course of things, but not the wisdom which appoints 
their end and order. It is impossible to suppose an 
unconscious intelligence, for this is a contradiction in 
terms; or to speak of unconscious ideas, for ideas 
require the conscious and reasoning principle which 
produces them. (16) 

If one shipwrecked upon a desert island were to 
find a geometrical figure traced upon the sand, would 
he not thence infer the existence of a human inhabi- 
tant, and feel his heart filled with joy and thank- 
fulness to God for the fact? (16) But the world is 
more than a geometrical figure ; and should not our 
souls be filled with joy and gratitude that we can 
so plainly see a higher aud divine intelligence pre- 
siding over it? To deny this intelligence is not 
merely an error of the understanding, but a fault of 
the heart. 

Even the prae-Christian world could perceive the 
presence of design in nature ; but it is the privilege 
of Christian times to recognise the divine government 
in history, and to follow its traces with increasing 
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admiration and joyful elevation of heart. For it 
was Christianity, on the whole, which, by means of 
the notions of the unity of the human race and the 
unity of God, first attained to the idea of a united, 
connected, and progressive history of mankind. This 
idea> which was unkoown to the prae-Christian world ; 
has become current with us, and is a notion very 
kindred to the genius of the western mind. It 
furnishes, moreover, one of the snblimest subjects of 
human contemplation. What is more intricate, 
multiform, and anomalous than the history of the 
different nations of the earth ? At the first glance 
it seems an inextricable coil of men and actions. At 
the next it appears a continual repetition, a rising 
and falling of nations, a flourishing and decaying of 
states, a constant recurrence of the same events under 
different forms. But on closer observation history is 
found to be a wondrous tissue of all these variegated 
threads, — a tissue ever lengthening, and continually 
advancing according to fixed moral laws. Justice 
controls it ; moral government presides over the whole, 
as it advances step by step to an appointed end. It 
is in the writings of the Apostle Paul, pre-eminently, 
that we find the first traces of this universal view 
of the history of mankind. But it does not need 
a large amount of Christianity to appropriate and 
carry it out Even a Lessing could understand 
and teach that history is to be regarded as the 
education of the human race ; while more than one 
of our great historians have recognised Jesus of 
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Nazareth as that great turning-point in time, in 
which all preceding generations meet, from which all 
subsequent generations proceed, as the key to the 
enigma of the world's history. Johann v. MuUer 
especially declared, that this consideration first aflforded 
him an explanation of history. (17) In fact, whatever 
we may think of Jesus Christ, we cannot deny Him 
this position in history. Even philosophers who, like 
Fichte, have acknowledged no personal God, even 
that conscious and decided non-Christian, Strauss, 
maintain a moral government of the world. But 
this is only another word for God. For an uncon- 
scious government, according to moral laws, is simply 
impossible. 

We need not, however, plunge into the sea of 
history, and follow up its enigmas, to find out God ; 
every individual may discover His leading, governing, 
providing hand in the events of his own life, if he 
does not wilfully close his eyes, if he will but believe 
what he sees and experiences, how often to his own 
shame ! For it is an experience which all may make, 
that God deals with each one individually, and leads 
him exactly in accordance with his special needs. 

As we find God in the world, in its existence, its 
design, its history, so too do we find Him va (mr own 
Tnind. 

We find the idea of Ood within us, as we also 
find within us other ultimate truths. We did not 
produce in our own minds the ideas of the Good, 
the True, the Beautiful, etc. ; we simply think them. 
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They afe not our work, but the work of truth itself. 
Objective reason produces them. It is this that is 
reflected in our mind, this whose divine light is broken 
into various colours by passing through the medium 
of our understanding. But what is objective truth, 
and where is it ? The highest idea we have is the 
idea of God. In it are comprised all other ideas. 
It is the truth of truths. It was not ourselves who 
produced it, but objective reason produced this idea 
in our reason. We think of God simply because He 
exists. God himself is the author of our idea of 
God. The fact of our mtuitive idea of Ood is the 
proof of His existence. Such was the argument of 
Cartesius, and we cannot but agree with him. 

Nor is the nature of the fact less a proof than the 
fact itself. For our thoughts are occupied, not with 
a mere idea, but with an actual God. We can think 
of Him no otherwise. It is a necessity to our reason 
to think of Him thus. Not to think of Him as a 
reality, is equivalent to not thinking of Him at alL 
Hence, from our own thinking of God, we necessarily 
infer His existence. Such is the famous ontological 
proof of Anselm. (18) 

Kant, indeed, objected that there is no inference 
from thought to existence, no bridge out of the 
world of thought into that of reality, and ai^ed 
that as the idea of a hundred crowns could not 
prove their existence, or include their possession, so 
neither could the idea of God prove His existence. 
But we must distinguish between mere arbitrary 
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notions or imaginations, and such ideas as are a 
necessity to the reason. Necessary ideas are the ex* 
pression of a reality. If there were really no bridge 
between such thought and existence, our thought in 
general would be utterly unconnected with things 
existent, and there could be no such thing as objective 
truth and certainty for the mind. If this necessary 
thought deceives us, all our thoughts deceive us, and 
our mind may as weU rest from its efforts, for aU its 
thinking is vain. But, Ood be praised, this is not 
the fact. There is a connection between a necessary 
idea, and a real existence. For the very thing we 
think of is existence, and it is reality with which the 
thoughts of our reason are occupied. 

Kant denied this inference, but, at least, admitted 
and even proved another,— viz., the inference from 
the moral coiisdous^iesa, God is a postulate of the 
moral sense, a demand of the coTiacience, 

There is nothing we feel more certain of than con* 
science. To deny it, is to overthrow the foundation 
of all certainty, and to annihilate therewith the whole 
moral constitution of the world, which rests upon it. 
To explain conscience as the result of the training of 
the mind, is both a foolish and a vain endeavour. It 
may err, it often has erred. But does it follow that 
it is generally an error and a deception ? The most 
sublime truths are just those that are most liable to 
abuse. It needs development, but does it follow that 
it is acquired and not original ? Does not the min4 
in general need development t But is it thence to be 
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inferred that it does not exist ? If we should attempt 
to deny it, the fact of its existence would contradict 
us. And so, if we should attempt to deny conscience, 
the fact of its existence would contradict us. No 
man can deny conscience with a good conscience. 
Even whiJe we are trying to deny it, it makes itself 
felt by its inward reproofs ; and we cannot deny it 
without belying ourselves. Conscience is assuredly a 
fact. 

But conscience is also an authority. All bow before 
its power. We may disregard its behests, but we are 
obligied to listen to its reproving voice. We may harden 
ourselves against its reproofs, but we cannot succeed 
in annihilating them. Conscience is independent of 
the will. . It is not at our disposal. We do not com- 
mand it, but it commands us. We do not correct and 
direct it, but it corrects and chastises us. We are not 
over but under it. It is not under our power, but has 
power over us. It follows that it does not originate 
in our will or our reason. It is no product of our own 
mind. It is the product of a moral spirit above and 
beyond ourselves, whose voice speaks to us through 
the conscience. Conscience is the supreme and 
ultimate court of appeal, the highest moral criterion 
in all cases. Hence it is the product of the supreme 
mind of the Supreme Lawgiver, of the absolute moral 
will. The fact of its existence proves that of God. 

Tlie sviject-Tnatter.of conscience is also a testimony 
to God ; for this includes its testimony that the moral 
law is the will of God, and that our will should be 



60 Lect III. — The Personal Ood. 

subjected to the will of God. Hence even Cicero 
says, * It has always been the persuasion of all truly 
wise men, that the moral law was not devised by 
men or introduced by nations, but is an eternal law, 
to which the whole world must conform. Its 
ultimate basis is God, who commands and forbids. 
And this law is as old as the mind of God himself 
Hence the law upon which all obligation is'founded 
is truly and pre-eminently the mind of the Supreme 
Divinity.' C^ 

Kant proves the existence of God from the necessity 
of a reconciliation, and therefore of a supreme recon- 
ciling power, between virtue and fortune, duty and 
inclination, which are so often found in opposition to 
each other. Some find in this argument a low View 
of morality, and maintain that it is a higher moral 
stand-point to follow virtue for its own sake, and 
neither to expect nor wish for any special reward. (*®) 
But the truth upon which Kant's reasoning is 
founded, is the idea of justice. There is such a 
thing as justice, and therefore as retribution, — imless, 
indeed, we consider it a proof of supreme wisdom — 

Ohne Wahl vertheilt, die Gaben 
Ohne Billigkeit, das Gluck.' 

But this is impossible. Our deepest moral conscious- 
ness revolts at the thought. The highest state of 
existence is that in which the inward truth and the 
outward reality are in harmony with each other. This 
earthly existence is full of contradictions between truth 
and reality. We cannot but require that these contra- 
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dictions, which often so painfully stir our moral con- 
8ciousne&s, should find a solution in some state of 
harmonious moral existence. It is a hope and a faith 
of which we cannot divest ourselves. 

By all these different paths, then, we arrive at God, 
and are constrained to own that our whole being 
demands God as the truth and object of our existence. 
In no earthly circumstances can we find either rest or 
full satisfaction, for God is our rest. In no other 
thought can we bid our minds repose, for the thought 
of God can alone satisfy our thinking mind. We are 
unable to set before our moral effort any end which 
can satisfy our wiU, for communion with God can alone 
allay the cravings of our moral natura God is the 
truth and object of our whole existence, and no less 
so of all existence external to ourselves. In all exist- 
ence external to ourselves we see an image of God, — a 
mirror in which His one essence is parted and divided 
into various rays, which all direct us to their original. 
In all the relations of life we see tendencies towards a 
higher relation ; and even the very highest forms 
of human existence point to a Supreme Being 
far above themselves. They would serve us as steps 
to mount up above themselves towards God. God is 
the truth and object of universal beiog. Our earthly 
life does not attain either its true purpose or its highest 
consecration till we perceive God's presence, and 
recognize God's image therein. Whatever may be our 
worldly possessions, this and this only is, strictly speak- 
ing, our own. Hence to deny God is not only to 



62 Lect III. — Tlie Personal Ood. 

act in direct opposition to our reason, — for our reason 
demands God, — ^but to plunge ourselves into the 
extremity of poverty ; for it makes the whole world 
dead, cold, and empty, and deprives all that is around 
us of its soul and its truth. In short, God exists 
because His existence is necessary, because without 
Him nothing else could exist, and because, even if 
anything did exist without Him, it would be without 
value and without reaJity. Our deepest conviction is, 
that there is a God. 

This direct consciousness is implanted in every mind. 
It is a universal fact — a fact pertaining to the human 
race as such. 

It is true that it is Christianity which has 
restored to man the consciousness of this component 
pai-t of his mind. Consciousness of God was like a 
choked up well, which Christianity dug out afresL 
But it only dug out what already existed. It was, 
as it were, a reminder of a great but forgotten or 
misunderstood truth of the mind. It was in this 
sense that Paul preached before the Areopagus (Acts 
xviL 23), that unknown God whom the Athenians 
ignorantly worshipped ; whom, in their inmost hearts, 
they were unconsciously seeking and intending, and 
whom the whole heathen world still unconsciously 
seeks and intends. It was in this sense that the 
apologists of the first centuries reminded the heathen 
of their direct consciousness of God, and convicted 
them of an unconscious faith in Him, breaking out 
under the influence of inward emotion into invocations 
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and appeals. ' Oh, human soul/ exclaims Tertullian, 
' who art by nature a Christian 1 ' 

It is then certain that God exists. But what is 
God? 

Who can describe Him ? God is ' a boundless 
&thomle8S ocean ' — ^who can comprise His infinity in 
words? God is a mystery — who can express His 
secret nature 1 But God manifests himself to man's 
consciousness, so that he has at least a presentient 
acquaintance with the hidden Godhead. He has, 
moreover, revealed His inmost nature in Christ Jesus, 
so that in Him we may, as it were, look into the 
heart of God, and know what He is to us. 

God is the power of all being ; for He is the eternal 
life, self-originating, and self-sufficing. He is His 
own eternal act ; hence, also, the origin and end of 
all created things, and the Lord of the world ruling 
in all and over all God is the Holy Oiie, who is 
perfectly self-consistent. He is unobscured light and 
perfect goodness ; hence, also, the origin of all moral 
order, the Creator of our own moral consciousness, and 
the only portion which can satisfy our moral being. 
Finally, God is Love, who has eternally purposed that 
we should be His own, and should find in Him peace 
for our souls. Creation teaches us God's power, our 
conscience testifies to His holiness, but His love was 
first truly shown in Jesus Christ The heathen 
world had a prescience of the power of God, scarcely 
a notion of His holiness, but no idea of His lova 
We owe the knowledge of His love entirely to Chris- 
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tianity. And yet this is the knowledge which we 
most need ; for so long as we are acquainted merely 
with the power and holiness of God, the gulf which 
separates Him from us is not filled up. His power 
shows us our impotence, His holiness our sin. And 
the self-knowledge we thus obtain, keeps us at a dis- 
tance from God ; it humbles us before Him, but it 
keeps us at a distance. ' In Christ we have a God 
whom we approach without pride, and before whom 
we humble ourselves without despair,' says Pascal 
And again : ' The knowledge of God without that of 
our misery makes us proud ; the knowledge of our 
misery without the knowledge of God leads us to 
despair ; the knowledge of Christ combines both, for 
in Him we find both God and our own misery,' (21) 
because we find the love which has reunited us to 
God. This is the knowledge which revelation teaches 
us, and our heart and conscience say. Yea and Amen. 

But Pantheism says, No. Pantheism denies the 
God of Christianity, and sets up something else in 
His place. 

The pantheistic question is, indeed, a philosophic 
one, and it is not the intention of these lectures to 
pursue philosophical inquiries. But it is also a ques- 
tion of supreme practical importance, and cannot as 
such be entirely passed over. I shall therefore discuss 
it as simply and as briefly as possible. (22) 

The forms of Pantheism are various, yet it has but 
a single fundamental notion ; and this fundamental 
notion from which all these forms proceed is, that there 
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is at the root of the infinite variety of 'this world, and 
its individual phenomena, a common principle which 
constitutes its unity, and that this common principle 
is God. This is, however, no conscious, personal God ; 
it is but the common life which lives in all the 
common existence which is in all, or the reason in all 
things. We only call it God. This God has no in- 
dependent being, he exists only in the worid ; the 
worid is his reality, and he is only its truth. 

This Pantheism existed in prae-Christian times. It 
is the foundation on which were raised the religions of 
heathenism, those religions of a fanaticism for nature ; 
it produced the dreamy and imaginative views of the 
Indian philosophy ; it founded also a philosophic 
school — ^the Eleatio — in Greece, but the great philo- 
sophers, Aristotle and Plato, taught a personal God. 

Spinoza has been it most influential advocate in 
Christian times. And after it seemed to have been 
for a long time buried in oblivion, Lessing recalled 
attention to it in his since well-known Discourse with 
Jacobi. (28) It was then revived by Schelling, and 
carried out by Hegel, since which time it has 
frequently, and indeed far oftener than is known or 
suspected, formed a part of, and entered into generally 
entertained opinions. 

* The foundation of all that exists,' taught Spinoza, 

' is the one eternal substance which makes its actual 

appearance in the double world of thought, and of 

matter existing in space. Individual forms emerge 

from the womb of this substance as of ever-fertile 

E 
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nature, to be a^ain swallowed up in the stream of life. 
As the waves of the sea rise and sink, so does individ- 
ual life arise, to sink back again into that common 
life which is the death of all individual existence.' 

'Eternal absolute being/ said Schelling in his 
earlier period, * is continually separating in the double 
world of mind and nature. It is one and the same 
life which runs through all nature, and empties itself ' 
into man. It is one and the same life which moves 
in the tree and the forest, in the sea and the crystal, 
which works and creates in the mighty forces and 
powers of natural life, and which, enclosed in a human 
body, produces the thoughts of the mind.' (24) 

* The absolute,' says Hegel, ' is the universal reason, 
which, having first buried and lost itself in nature, 
recovers itself in man, in the shape of self-conscious 
mind, in which the absolute, at the close of its 
great process, comes again to itself, and comprises 
itself into unity with itself. This process of mind 
is God. Man's thought of God is the existence of 
God. God has no independent being or existence ; 
He exists only in us. God does not know himself; 
it is we who know Him. While man thinks of and 
knows God, God knows and thinks of himself and 
exists. God is the truth of man, and man is the 
reality of God.' 

Consequently man becomes God. 

It cannot be denied that Pantheism is founded 
upon a great idea, an exalted sentiment ; and that 
this idea, this sentiment, is moreover a true one, — 
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viz., that there is a unity in existence, a connection 
between our life and the universal life around us. 
The life of nature awakens within us sympathetic 
feelings, and calls forth a corresponding disposition, 
which is itself a testimony to the relationship existing 
between the mind and nature. It is its own laws 
which the mind recognizes in the world of nature and 
of mind, and we find therein an objective reason 
homogeneous with our subjective reason. But is this 
collective life which surrounds us, and that province 
of the objective spirit which is reflected in our spirit, 
the ultimate, the supreme, the very God ? It is the 
error of Pantheism that its thought and feeling are 
fixed upon and limited by this middle ground, instead 
of piercing through it to the great First Cause of all 
things, to the absolute reason, to God. 

The refutation of Pantheism is to be found, first of 
all, in its practical results. 

Pantheism annihilates religion. For its God is not 
a personal God to whom I can occupy a personal 
relation, whom I can love, in whom I can trust, to 
whom I can pray, whom I may approach and address 
as my Friend, but only the power of necessity beneath 
which I must bow, the universal life in which I may 
lose myself. Pantheism abolishes the very postulates 
of morality ; for all the distinctions of good and evil 
are but different manifestations of one absolute prin- 
ciple. Conseqiiently they cease to be actual moral 
contrasts. What we call evil is in truth as necessary as 
what we call good ; how then can we condemn what 
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is necessary ? (25) Pantheism destroys hope. For as 
the flower fades in aatumn never to blossom again, 
so is man swallowed up in the stream of existence, 
to be found no more ; all is over with him. (26) The 
flower may be placed in the herbarium, and a man 
may live in the remembrance of posterity ; but all is 
over with him. It is but your egotism, replies the 
pantheist, that makes you unwilling to come utterly 
to an end ; since however it is God himself who has 
placed such ' egotism ' in our hearts it cannot but be 
truth. 

These results are themselves a sufficient refutation 
of Pantheism. But it may be objected : This is a 
clumsy refutation; we should not judge by results, 
but by the thing itself. Truly it is the thing itself 
which is seen in its results ; but let us lose sight of 
them, and prove that Pantheism is its omhi refutation. 
For it is a triple contradiction : it contradicts our 
reason, our conscience, and our heart. 

It contradicts reason, for it speaks of God and yet 
denies Him. The God of Pantheism is the Infinite 
One, but this Infinite One has actual existence only 
in that which is finite, which is equivalent to saying 
that the infinite itself has no actual existence. For 
how can the infinite be identical with the finite.? 
If the finite is its reality, it is not its essential reality, 
and hence not the infioite itself. Thus Pantheism, 
at the same time, both admits and denies the infinite. 
Again, how should the finite be equal with the in- 
finite ? We are told that by dying its finity is an- 
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nuUed. But only to give place to something also 
finite. Hence, we never get beyond things finite into 
the world of the infinite. The infinite is nowhere 
to be found. — The God of Pantheism is the general, 
constantly changing into the particular and the 
individual- By what law? Spinoza answers, 'By 
a divine necessity.' But what a saying is this ! 
Universal substance does not independently produce 
particular forms ; for universal substance a<5ts accord- 
ing to the law of necessity, but individual formation 
is based also upon the law of freedom ; hence these 
two opposites must be combined to account for what 
actually exists. (27) The God of Pantheism is either 
nature producing mind, or mind producing nature. 
Nature, however, is unconscious, mind conscious ; 
how, then, can that which is itself unconscious pro- 
duce that which is conscious ? It is an old rule of 
logic that the effect can contain nothing which did 
not pre-exist in the cause. Now, consciousness is, 
with respect to unconsciousness, absolutely new ; how, 
then, should the latter be the cause of the former ? 
According to Hegel, the God of Pantheism is absolute 
thought. Because man knows and thinks of the 
absolute, i.e,, God, God knows and thinks of himself. 
But how can my consciousness of God be God's self- 
consciousness ? And if man's consciousness of God is 
not a reality corresponding to the Absolute, and if the 
latter is nevertheless, as Hegel requires, subject, it 
must have a higher reality than is found in the 
human mind, must be a higher subject than the 
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human subject, — a supermundane subject, a super- 
human consciousness, a self-conscious, personal God, 
above all mundane existence. A tendency to per- 
sonality runs through the whole world. From the 
very lowest grades of existence upwards, life struggles to 
attain personality, and becomes personality in man. 
Whence, then, this tendency to personality in all life, 
if it is not a universal law ? and whence this law, if 
the principle of the world is an impersonal one 1 
^ The whole human race combines into the single 
organism of the kingdom of God, which, in its turn, 
seeks its personality, that thereby it may attain its 
climax in the absolute personality, in God, the crown 
and summit of every created object. (28) Beason, 
then, demands the personality of the Absolute, and 
Pantheism is in opposition to reason. 

Nor is this system less opposed to conscience. 
Our conscience demands the supremacy of moral law, 
and the supremacy of moral law demands a personal 
God. For He alone can be the supreme lawgiver, 
He alone the supreme judge. The conviction that 
the moral law must rest upon a more than human, 
that is, upon the supreme and divine, authority is 
universal Civil law, indeed, may be the product of 
the human will, of a changeable will. But the moral 
law is eternal, and has an eternal origin, a super- 
human Author. It is upon this circumstance alone 
that its inviolable authority depends. God alone can 
be the supreme Isrwgiver ; He alone can be the supreme 
judge. We require a supreme justice, which, unlike 
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human justice, cannot err, which the guilty cannot 
elude. There must be an ultimate court of appeal to 
which the guiltless may resort, from which the guilty 
cannot escape. Is it said, G)nscience is the lawgiver 
and judge ? we adduce, in reply, those cases where 
conscience is neither the one nor the other. It may 
be obscured^ weakened, stunted, mutilated ; it may 
be silent, or wq may turn a deaf ear to its dictates. 
Where, then, is the justice which is the fundamental 
law of human life i Grant that it is nothing but 
conscience, it must then be an infallible, inexorable, 
unavoidable conscience, — that is to say, an absolute 
conscience — God, the supreme conscience of the world. 
Our conscience demands a God, but ov/r hecurt 
demands Him no less. We are made for devotion, 
faith, love, hope, happiness. Can the world be the 
object of our faith and love ? The world is ever 
transitory and changeable ; how are we to find peace 
therein 1 Faith and love are personal relations ; we 
were made, then, for personal relations. Is man to 
be the supreme object of our love ? The sister of 
Pascal tells us of a paper which her brother always 
carried about with him, upon which was written the 
words, 'it is wrong that any one should have an 
attachment to me, however voluntary ; I could but 
disappoint those in whom I should call forth such a 
feeling, for I am no one's aim, and am able to satisfy 
no one. Am I not about to die ? And then even 
the object of attachment would be dead.' And in the 
Pensees he thus expresses himself; ' it is fSaise to say 
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that we deserve the love of others, and it is unjust to 
desire it.' (29) Certainly the power of lo^dng each 
other is the best and highest attribute of human 
beings, but this best and highest attribute is but 
prophetic of something still better and higher. And 
where love is real, what we love in man is more than 
man. That which Heloise loved in Abelard, which 
cultivated and embellished her mind, and taught it to 
soar aloft, was not Abelard, but something more than 
Abelard. All earthly love points beyond itself. So 
exalted a being is man, that the love of God is alone 
worthy of him, and can alone satisfy his heart. But 
love is a personal relation. Love to God demands a 
personal God. If we do away with the personality of 
God, we do away with all that is best and noblest in 
human nature, with faith, love, and hope ; and we 
get in exchange resignation,— not meek and patient 
submission to the will of God, but that mute, cold 
resignation which submits because it must, which 
bows not to love but to power, which, when it closes 
its eyes, plunges into eternal death, to the extinction 
of our best attribute, our personal being. Pantheism 
annihilates human personality, by annihilating the 
personality of God. Its God, being himself no real 
and essential life, is not the God of the living, but of 
the dead/ (so) 

In short, Pantheism is the absolute contradiction to 
our inmost nature, our inmost truth, our inmost crav- 
ing ; it is a contradiction of our reason, our conscience, 
and our heart He who admits there is such a being 
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as man, is constrained to admit that there is a Qod ; 
and he who admits that there is a (jod, is constrained 
to acknowledge the personal God. He who says, I am, 
must also say, O God, Thou art ; and the whole bent 
of his mind wiU be determined by this admission. 




LECTURE IV. 

THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 

HE view we entertain of God will determine 
our view of the world. If God is a living 
and personal God, then the world was 
made by Him, and creation was a free act of His 
power, wisdom, and love. Such is the foundation 
of the Christian view of the world. As soon, how- 
ever, as we enter upon this subject, we are met by the 
objections raised by physiqal science and a naturalistic 
view of the world, against the religious, and especially 
against the biblical view. These have given rise to a 
series of inquiries and doubts, which occupy, and 
often inordinately disquiet the minds of many. 

The conflict between the physical sciences a/nd the 
religious view of the world is a product of modern 
times. It stands connected with the great advances 
lately made in physics, chemistry, astronomy, and 
geology. Since the disclosure of hitherto unknown 
worlds, the resolution of distant nebulsB into systems of 
stars by the telescopes of Herschel and Rosse, and the 
discoveries made in the world of infusoria by Ehren- 
berg, who found, for example, that a single cubic inch 
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of tripoli contained as many as forty thousand 
millions of the siliceous fossil shells of the Galionelli, 
— ^new notions have been entertained of this visible 
world, and a consciousness of higher powers has, as 
may easily be. conceived, taken possession of the human 
mind, which now believes that neither space nor time 
are any longer closed against it. The knowledge thus 
obtained has begun to be formed into a naturalistic 
view of the world, which is imposing in its appeal to 
facts, and its claim to tangible evidence ; for that which 
is tangible naturally makes a great impression upon 
the mind. On the other hand, religious faith is not 
wont to limit its influence to one province of the 
intellectual life ; it would leaven every thought of 
the miod, and bring all into harmony with itsel£ 
Now, it is contrary to the very nature of the mind to 
tolerate within itself views diametrically opposed to 
each other. Hence a schism has frequently arisen in 
modem intellectual life, and a consequent uncomfort- 
able feeling of hesitation and uncertainty, whether or 
what concessions should be made, to restore, if pos- 
sible, the lost harmony of the world of mind. 
Schleiermacher already feared the results of scientific 
discovery, not merely for the sake of theology, but for 
Christianity in general. * I fear,' writes he to Liicke 
in 1829 {Theol.Studienund Kritikeii ii. 489,) 'that 
we shall have to learn to dispense with much, which 
many are accustomed to regard as indissolubly united 
with Christianity. I do not speak of the six days' 
work but of the notion of creation : how long will it 
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be able to hold out against a view of the world founded 
on scientific conclusions, which no one can escape 1 ' 
* And our New Testament miracles, for I speak not 
in the first instance of those of the Old : how long 
will it be before they fall again, but thi^ time before 
far more dignified and well-founded premisses than 
formerly, in the days of the inflated Encyclopaedists ? 
What is to be done then, my friend ? I shall not 
live to see those days, but may lay myself down to 
my last sleep in peace. But what do you and your 
contemporaries intend to do? Will you intrench 
yourselves behind these outworks, and let yourselves 
be blockaded by science? The bombardment of 
derision would do you little harm. But the blockade ? 
The starving out by science, which, because you thus 
entrench yourselves, will be forced by you to raise the ' 
standard of unbelief! Is it thus that the knot of 
history is to be severed, and Christianity to be allied 
with ignorance, science with unbelief?' So Schleier- 
macher. Well ! he has gone to his rest, and so has 
Lucke, to whom he thus wrote : but we are here, and 
have the work to do which they left undone. What 
are we then to say ? Is the danger really as great 
as he described it, and as many now seem to 
think? 

When the Israelites had reached the borders of the 
promised land, they sent spies before them to obtain 
information concerning the country and its inhabit- 
ants, and to bring them back an account of it. These 
returned dispirited, and discouraged the hearts of the 
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rest by their report. Two only, Caleb and Joshua, 
retained their courage, and exhorted them to advance 
trusting in God and their cause. And, in his own 
time God acknowledged the courageous, and put the 
timid to shame. Thus, too, did Schleiermacher make 
a short excursion into the territory of science, and 
bring back with him a desponding heart, (i) Are we 
therefore to allow ourselves to be discouraged ? Things 
have not, I think, come to such a pass. 

There has scarcely been a strife in the world, but it 
has arisen from the removal of boundaries, and many 
a complication might be arranged merely by a strict 
maintenance of boimdaries . . . " Schiedlich friedlich.*' 
Our first concern and most necessary task then is, 
strictly to mark out and maintain the boundary line 
between the two provinces in question. The main 
thing will then have been gained. ReUgion and 
theology deal with truths, concerning which science 
knows nothing, and which she has therefore no right 
to deny ; while, on the other hand, science deals with 
a circle of knowledge with which religion has nothing 
to do, and to which theology has nothing to say. 
And even when the two are dealing with the same 
subject, it is with two entirely different sides of it. 
Religion tells us that God gives us our daily bread ; 
science teaches us how the com grows from the earth. 
Why should any one say that because the one takes 
place, the other does not ? Religion and science have 
both their rights, but each within its own domain. 
A recognition of the boundary line between their 
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respective provinces, is the way to maintain peace. 
Uncertainty concerning this matter may indeed arise, 
and disputes may consequently ensue. But such 
disputes should rather be arranged by a more strict 
definition and maintenance of the borders, than re- 
garded as causes of war. Such an arrangement may 
cost us much time, and need both labour and patience. 
It may also happen that we shall be obliged to leave 
some questions, for the present, unanswered. But 
we may look to the future for the decision we are yet 
incapable of making. 

Such a question is that of creation itself, the first 
of the questions which must now occupy us, and one 
in which the strict separation of the two provinces 
is specially important. It is also the question whose 
answer will determine our view of other questions. 
It lies, however, within the province of religion. For 
the idea of creation belongs to religion, and not to 
natural science. The latter may, indeed, give us infor- 
mation concerning its external history ; still it is not 
science but religion which must teach us the fact, that 
God created the world. Of this fact, science, from its 
own resources, is able to tell us nothing. For however 
far she may travel backwards, and pursue her investiga- 
tions of the origin of all things, she is at last arrested 
by matter, by life, and by law. Whence this matter, 
the life that animates, the law that governs it, science 
is utterly unable to inform us. For she always 
assumes the existence of matter, and all her labours 
begin therefrom. The question concerning the origin 
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of matter, leaving the region of sensible reality, passes 
into that of either spfeculation or faith. At this point, 
then, natural science ceases to be natural science, and 
becomes either philosophy or religion. Whether we 
admit matter to have been created by God, or look 
upon it as self-existent and eternal, or whether we do 
not concern ourselves with it at all, is equally a 
matter of indifference, so far as natural science, which 
starts from the existence of material being, is con- 
cerned. Hence, in this question there neither is, nor 
can be, any conflict between science and faith. If 
a conflict does take place, it is one between two 
opposite views of the world, which are both, as views 
originally accepted from other sources, matters of faith, 
whether that faith be a religious or a philosophical 
one. What seems at first sight a conflict with science, 
is rather a conflict with the philosophy which her 
votaries accept. (2) 

What, then, is this conflict ? 

The world is a fact Whence is it ? It must be 
either self-existent or the work of a creator. The 
latter is the doctrine of Scripture. The notion of 
creation, properly so called, is nowhere found in the 
ancient world apart from revelation and Scripture. 
Either the world was made to arise from eternal 
matter, as the philosophy of the west supposed, with 
the addition perhaps of a divine intelligence, whose 
office it was to fashion the already existent substance ; 
or it was made to flow forth, as it were, from divinity 
as eastern fancy imagined. (3) Both these notions, 
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however, are antagonistic to the true idea of God. 
This requires the existence of the world as an act of 
divine freedom. If the world, however, be this free 
act of the almighty will of God, it was made * out of 
nothing,' — i.e., its existence does not presuppose the 
existence of matter ; but matter, of which the world 
was formed, was itself first created by God. It is 
undoubtedly true, that of nothing, nothing is formed, 
for all that is formed presupposes a something exist- 
ing ; and this something, at last, presupposes only 
the will of (Jod. The origin of existence, however, 
surpasses all our powers of conception. The origin 
of life is still an impenetrable mystery. How any- 
thing comes into existence, no man is able to declare ; 
nor is this a knowledge to which we shall ever attain. 
How, then, shall we fully conceive how primitive 
matter, in general, came to exist ? (4) It is not by 
means of the senses, but by faith that we understand, 
as the Epistle to the Hebrews (xL 3) tells us, that 
the world was framed by the spiritual power of God's 
word. The creation of the world, then, is an article 
of religious faith, and one of far-reaching religious in- 
fluence. For it is because we are the creatures of 
God, that we are destined and fitted to stand in rela- 
tion to Him ; in other words the whole superstructure 
of personal religion is built upon the doctrine of 
creation. K the world had an origin, it has also an 
appointed consummation, and a central point of its 
history, in Jesus Christ ; hence all true and genuine 
understanding of the development of history rests on 
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the doctrine of creation. Truly it is a doctrine of 
all-pervading and practical importance. 

Its opposite is the teaching of Pantheism and 
Materialism. 

Pantheism teaches a constant, self-effecting transi- 
tion of the absolute, or of the idea, into reality. But 

' these are mere words, for there is not a pantheist who 

is capable of telling us how it is that the idea becomes 
reality. There is no bridge between the two, but 
only a leap, and indeed an impossible leap, in taking 
which, pantheistic philosophy of the school of Hegel 

i breaks its neck. 

The result of Pantheism is Materialism, i.e., the 
teaching according to which material nature is all in 
all, and that which alone can be properly said to exist. 
Materialism denies the existence of spirit, the absolute 
and divine as well as the created and human. From 
matter alone, and the power of motion connected 
therewith, it attempts to explain the existence of the 
world and of man. With respect to the former it 
may be called physical, witb respect to the latter 
psychologic, materialism, and it is with the former 
that we have chiefly to do. This Materialism is 
already well stricken in years, it was incorporated even 
in the Greek philosophy, though as yet it was found 
in only a simple and natural form. The enigmas of 
nature have ever excited that instinct of research im- 
planted in the human mind. The origin of things 
was enquired into and sought after — among others 

by the Ionic philosophers — in nature itself and 

r 
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its elements, in water, or air, or in a primitive 
chaos. Others, however, the so-called Atomists, as e.g., 
Democritus, put in the place of matter, atoms, i.e., 
minute indivisible portions of matter, which though 
indeed in themselves unalterable, yet by their various 
combination and distribution through space produced 
the various phenomena of the worid. If it were 
asked what had thus set these atoms in motipn, and 
thus combined or separated them, the answer was : 
necessity or chance. The deeper philosophic mind 
of Greece, indeed, perceived that in order to explain 
the intelligence manifested in the worid, it was 
necessary to admit a supreme intelligence, which if it 
did not create, at least fashioned the universe. The 
great philosophers of Greece, from Anaxagoras down- 
wards, advocated this idea. Epicurus however re- 
turned to the atomic theory, and taught that the 
world and all its forms originated from the fortuitous 
concurrence of atoms. Hence he inferred that the 
senses are the true and most certain instrument of 
knowledge, and that the aim of life is not the fulfilment 
of a moral task, but happiness, i.e., pleasure, though 
a noble and moderate pleasure. In these maxims 
were already contained all the elements of modem. 
Materialism. When Christianity and its view of the 
world conquered and governed the human mind and 
its world of thought, materialistic opinions were for a 
long while laid aside, and it was not till modem times 
that they again prevailed or obtained many adherents. 
The opposition to all that had been historically, and 
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especially that had " been ecclesiastically developed, 
which prevailed in France during the past century, 
issued in the consistent Materialism of a La Mettrie 
and the SystSme de la Nature. There is nothing but 
matter, no spirit separate from matter — such is its 
fundamental maxim. The movement of our days 
which devoted itself to a one-sided care for material 
interests, contributed to the prevalence of these 
opinions, which have found in L. Feuerbach, K. Vogt, 
Moleschott, Biichner, &c., numerous and inconsiderate, 
and in other scientific investigators, more prudent 
and thoughtful advocates. According to these it is 
not, in spite of the philosophic proofs furnished by 
Feuerbach, a scientific theory, but a decidedly 
practical movement which is in question. It is 
wished — at least by decided and avowed materialists, 
to abolish the intellectual, and especially the moral 
and religious foundations upon which the present 
stability of society depends. Above all it is to the 
church that the right of existence is denied, and to 
the undermining of her foundations that materialism 
devotes its efforts, as was avowed, e.g., by K. Vogt, in 
St. Paul's Church, when he declared with that reck- 
less boldness to which he has accustomed us, that 
there must come a time in which the thing called the 
church must vanish from the earth. 

These materialists then teach that matter is every- 
thing, and that there is nothing else ; it is eternal 
and imperishable, * the primary cause of all existence, 
all life and all forms are but modifications of matter,' 
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it is only form which is perishable and mutable^ atoms 
enter now into this, now into that combination, and 
thus carry on a continual process of change among 
the innumerable and various forms under which 
matter is apparent to the senses. ' The same carbon 
and nitrogen which the plants derive from carbonic 
acid, humic acid, and ammonia, become successively 
grass, clover, wheat, beast and man, to be again 
resolved into humic acid and ammonia. This is ' the 
cyclical marvel.' So teaches Moleschott in his Cycle 
of Life, p. 84, in other words, he esteems it his 
ultimate destination some day to become manure. (5) 
According to this teaching, then, matter is the first 
thing. But whence is this matter ? We are merely 
told that it exists. But this is not answering but 
forbidding the question. It is said, matter is eternal. 
How is this known ? It is allowed that this is a 
necessary premise, since without it a creator must be 
admitted, an admission which materialists do not 
choose to make. But how can the property of 
absolute eternity lie in the nature of matter ? Force 
is combined with matter. Whence, then, is force ? 
Matter can neither proceed from force nor force from 
matter, for the two are of very diflferent natures. 
Nor can force proceed from itself, for it has no 
independent existence, but is united to matter. 
Materialism seeks to explain the enigma of existence, 
and begins with two enigmatical, inexplicable quanti- 
ties. Matter is said to consist of an infinite number 
of atoms, — i.e., of indivisible portions of matter. 



ParUhei&ni and Materialifmi, 85 

Whence did Materialism obtain its atoms ? From 
experience ? Nay, for they are iTn/perceptihU, An 
atom never has been, and never can be seen. But, 
says Vogt {Kohlerglavhe und Wisaenachaft, p. 107), 
' the limits of sensible experience are the limits 
of thought' And yet atoms lie beyond the region 
of experience ! — These atoms, it is further said, concur 
in various formations. According to what law ? The 
law, it is replied, of elective affinity. Can, then, 
atoms, devoid as they are of all properties, possess 
elective affinity ? And even if they - can, whence 
does the motion of these atoms arise ? For matter 
is that which is, in itself, motionless, and whose 
every change requires an external cause. It is said, 
that motion arises from the law of attraction ? What, 
then gave rise to the latter ? and what is it that has 
made motion so regular and methodical that it is ever 
producing forms, harmonious in themselves, and always 
conforming to their original type ? At this point we 
are constrained to demand a higher force to place 
bodies in the relation of mutual attraction, and an 
intelligent will to regulate the various forms which 
matter assumes according to law and order. (6) 

But the materialistic view is utterly annihilated by 
the fact of organizcUion, 

If none but merely mechanical combinations were 
found, we might be contented to accept a force merely 
mechanical But what produced organisms ? Utterly 
futile has been the attempt to refer them to a merely 
physical process. (7) Whatever conceptions we may 
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form of atoms, they are insufBcient to explain 
organization. There is an essential difference between 
the formation of a crystal and the formation of an 
organized being. That which distinguishes an 
organism is the vital interaction of its component 
parts, and the mutual relations into whicTi it enters 
with the bodies which surround it, by which processes 
a constant alteration of its condition is kept up. 
With organic existence a new world not only of causes 
but of purposes is opened to the contemplation. It is 
the highest view of nature to recognize in it the law 
of adaptation to purpose. And this leads to a Supreme 
Intelligence. The Pantheism of Spinoza and modem 
natural science have begun to wage war against this 
idea of "Teleology," and it is said to be a " delusion 
of that ephemera, puny man," to attempt to judge 
of infinite nature, according to his notions of purpose, (a) 
But the law of design is a law of our mental constitu- 
tion, and hence we seek and find it also in things 
external to ourselves, and we everywhere encounter it 
as well in the minutest details as in the general. 
Every organism is founded on an idea. This idea 
existed prior to its realization ; indeed the whole realm 
of organized nature is governed by its idea. It was 
owing to the prevalence even in details of the governing 
idea of the whole, that Cuvier was able, ifrom a few 
single bones, to determine the structure of the 
primeval animals. This idea works for the fiiture. 
The eye is made for light, the ear for sound, etc. 
But the eye is formed in darkness^ and the ear in 
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silence. As soon, however, as they are formed, they 
immediately enter into relations with light and sound. 
We have here a designing agency pointing past all 
external causes, back to a fashioning and designing 
mind. And this prevalence of idea, which we meet 
with even in the minutest details, does it not also 
extend its sway over the whole ? The whole world 
is foimded upon one thought : there is a plan and a 
progressive realization from the lowest grades through 
ever higher, up to a highest end, so that the long 
development is governed throughout by the idea of 
the highest grade. The last exists before the first, 
the whole before the individual — i.e., as idea, and 
thus the power of a single idea governs the develop- 
ment of the whole, and of each individual. How is 
this fact to be explained if we admit only matter and 
force, or nature acting unconsciously, and not the 
creative power of the Intelligence that fashioned the 
world ? 

And even if we could imagine such a view sufficient 
to account for the present agency of nature, how shall 
we explain the origination of organic life in general ? 
Can organic life be produced by the inorganic, the 
living by the lifeless 1 Strauss, indeed, to escape the 
view of the creation of man, makes man originate as, 
according to his notion, the tapeworm did, ' which is 
often some twenty feet long/ viz., by the so-called 
generatio cequivoca^ — i.6., by independent origination 
from mere matter, without the intervention of a living 
being. Strict natural science, however, knows nothing 
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of this ' superstition ' of a generatio cequivoca. That 
which lives is produced only by the living. But it 
is said^ In primeval times all this was different. 
Then, matter possessed the power of spontaneous 
generation ; now, the power of the superannuated 
world is exhausted. (9) These are, however, but 
dreamy fancies. Organisms arise only from organ- 
isms ; life is produced only by that which lives. We 
may appeal for ever to the chemical and physical 
forces, and represent nature to ourselves as a vast 
chemical laboratory ; but in spite of the vast progress 
made by chemistry during the last thirty years, it has 
not yet produced, nor ever* can produce, a single 
animate cell;(io) and Faust's Wagner has still to 
wait for the homuncvZus to come forth from the 
chemical retort Granting that nature is the 
great chemical laboratory, capable even of producing 
life, we still say, Where is the chemist to work' in this 
laboratory ? (u) 

In short, Materialism is like thin ice, which, break- 
ing at every step we take upon it, cannot serve as 
a foundation whereon to construct a view of the 
world. 

But, it is replied, even if Materialism is done away 
with, the Christian view of the world is overthrown 
by the facts of astronomy and geology. 

It has been repeatedly said that astronomy ia a 
refutation of Christianity, that the Copemican system 
made the Christian view utterly untenable, and that * 
more modem discoveries have but confirmed this ver- 
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diet. The Christian view, we are told, makes this 
world the centre of the universe ; for in it is placed 
man, the end of all creation ; in it did the Son of God 
become incarnate, to effect a redemption whose results 
are co-extensive with the universe, the future destiny 
of which is connected with that of man and his world. 
The Copemican system, on the contrary, teaches that 
the earth is but a vanishing point in the universe, one 
of the smallest satellites of one of the least important 
suns ; that iufinite space is filled with solar systems, 
compared with which our own is insignificant. In 
the Milky Way alone there are more than twenty 
million suns ! and the Milky Way itself is but an island 
in the great ocean of the universe ! The most remote 
distances are filled with worlds. And then these dis- 
tances ? Though light, travels at the rate of 200,0^0 
miles per second, that of the nearest fixed star (viz.. 
Centaur, more than twenty billion miles off), takes 
nearly four years in reaching us, that of the most dis- 
tant part of the Milky Way 8000 years, and that of 
the most distant visible nebulae at least twenty million 
years. So at least it is asserted. A railway train, 
travelling day and night at the rate of thirty-two 
miles per hour, would take three hundred and forty- 
two years and three months to reach the sun ; and 
since the nearest fixed star is 2 G 9,420 times more 
distant, we could not reach it in less than ninety-two 
million years. How then caii the earth — this grain 
of sand in the sea of the universe — be regarded as 
its centre t We cannot but recognise with Schiller, 
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in his poem ' The Greatness of Creation/ the infinity 
of the universe : — 

' Thou sail'st in vain — Return ! Before thy path, Infinity ! 
And thou in vain ! Behind me spreads Infinity to thee ! 

Fold thy wings drooping, 

Thought, eagle-swooping ! — 
Phantasie, anchor ! — The voyage is o'er : 
Creation, wild sailor, flows on to no shore !* * 

Christianity, it is said, must stand or fall with the old 
Ptolemaic system. This, however, .has fallen before 
the Copemican. The delusion of many thousand 
years has been overthrown by it, — ^a splendid triumph 
of the human intellect, and a sublime proof that 
truth must at last prevail. The old theologians knew 
what they were about when they defended themselves 
against it ; the Romish Church was but consistent in 
condemning the propositions of Galileo, and forcing 
him to recant them. But in vain. 

What, then, is our reply ? Certainly the Copemi- 
can system is truth, and a triumph of intellect. But 
is it incompatible with Christianity ? Copernicus at 
least was not of this opinion. His tomb in the church 
of St John bears an inscription, which may be trans- 
lated as follows : — 

* I crave not the grace which Paul received. 
Nor the favour with which Thou didst indulge Peter : 
That alone which Thou bestowedst upon the thief on the cross, 
That alone do I entreat.' 

Kepler and Newton, too, those giants in the realm of 
science, were humble and zealous Christians. (13) 

* Bulwer Lytton's translation. 
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But, it may be said : these great founders of modem 
astronomy had not as yet perceived the consequences 
of their important discoveries ; we must therefore 
bring forward actual reasons. 

Our first reply, then, is, that quantity is not the 
standard of quality. Does not the smallest space 
often include the greatest marvels ? If the telescope 
has shown us that our world is but a grain of sand to 
the universe, the microscope has shown us a new world 
in almost every grain of sand, (u) The importance 
of an object does not depend upon its external magni- 
tude. Quantity and quality often stand diametrically 
opposed to each other. Such an idea is expressed in 
the eighth Psalm, in which man is represented as a 
vanishing point compared with the great bodies of 
the universe, and yet described as God's chosen in- 
strument. The minutest organism ranks above the 
largest inorganic mass, the rose in the valley above 
the lofty moimtain of naked granite, the mind above 
the whole material universe, and consequently that 
locality in which mind attains maturity, above those 
most extensive regions, which serve but as the 
preliminary stages of its development. Our earth 
affords the most striking corroboration of this argu- 
ment It was certainly intended to be the abode of 
man, and not of whales ; and yet two-thirds of it 
consist of water. Of the remaining third, moreover, 
a large space is rendered uninhabitable by cold, heat, 
sand, and marsh, or is at least so constituted that 
it seems as if nature would, as Herder says of the 
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country of the Esquimaux, test man's capability of 
development under the most unfavourable circum- 
stances. And why, too, must he share even his 
own portion of the world with beasts of prey and 
reptiles, who dispute its possession with him ? Truly 
it is not by the external test of quantity that im- 
portance must be judged ! ' The quantity of space 
is absolutely immaterial to the manifestations of 
mind, which often chooses to enclose its greatest 
marvels in the smallest possible space/ The small 
human body is not unworthy of the spirit which 
can nevertheless compass a world ; nor is the earth, 
though comparatively small in the universe, unfit 
for God to manifest himself therein. Or : ' How 
many quadrillions of miles must a planet have in 
bulk to do fitting honour to an incarnation of the 
Almighty?' (16) 

But we may also urge, that, so far at least as we are 
able to judge, our earth does, not indeed externally and 
mathematically, but essentially and with respect to its 
condition, actually occupy a central position in 

B 

our solar system, so as to form, though not its mate- 
rial, yet certainly its vital centre. For no other body 
of our system is so adapted as the earth; to be the 
abode of organic life. We are able to institute a 
comparison in this respect between the earth and the 
other planets ; for not only do the same laws prevail 
in the latter as in the former, but their component 
matter is, as astrouomy and physics teach us, similar 
to that of our world. (l6) On the other hand, organic, 
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as well as mental and spiritual life, requires the 
pre-existence of certain external conditions, which are 
either entirely absent in the other planets, or exist 
there in a degree far below the perfection in which 
they are found on our earth. In the first place, the 
density of the sun is so great, and the attraction of 
gravitation so much (28| times) greater in conse- 
quence, that, as Madler says, 'our Samsons transported 
.to the sun would, if its incandescent state did not at 
once exclude all possibility of habitableness and 
organic life, be but infirm and miserable weak- 
lings/ (17) The farther, however, we depart from the 
sun, the less are the general conditions of matter 
adapted for an existence like that of the human 
race. (18) Omitting Neptune, the most distant of 
the planets, we find that in Uranus, distant from the 
sun eighteen hundred millions of miles, the light 
received from that luminary must be so slight, that 
the eye must be constituted like that of the night owl 
to be able to see anything in its obscure twilight. It 
might, indeed, have pleased God to form the eye after 
such a model ; but even then the sun would there 
appear so small — ^scarcely three times as large as 
Jupiter appears to us — that it would be almost lost 

r 

among the other stars. And since the light of the 
sun has but a three thousandth part of the power and 
brightness which it possesses upon our earthy there 
could be there but' a scarcely perceptible distinction 
between day and nighty between morning and even- 
ingy and all things would be constantly enveloped in 
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a monotonous obscurity. In such a world poetry 
must be absent, and true sentiment impossible. 
Since also the inclination of the axis of Uranus toward 
the sun is ninety degrees, its noi-thern pole must be 
under the sun during one half of its year (=42 ter- 
restrial years), and its southern during the other ! 
The condition of the seasons in Saturn, indeed, is more 
advantageous (by reason of its axis having an inclina- 
tion of forty degrees), and the sun would here appear 
larger than he does in Uranus, but it is highly pro- 
bable that this planet consists only of water, ice, and 
snow, and thus furnishes no space on which beings 
similar to man could exist, its density moreover is 
only one-tenth that of the earth ; about double that 
of cork, no other planet having a mass in which the 
attraction of cohesion is so slight. The ring, too, 
which surrounds it, casts a shadow some millions of 
miles in length upon the wintry half of Saturn, during 
the space of fifteen terrestrial years, so that its inha- 
bitants would have to emigrate every fifteen years. 
Jupiter has a nearly perpendicular axis, and hence no 
change of seasons, without which we are unable to 
imagine a genuine corporeal existence, with its appro- 
priate duties and employments. And if the motion 
of the belts which surround him is, — ^as has been 
conjectured, though not certainly ascertained — an 
alteration in the clouds of his atmosphere, we must 
infer the existence of storms travelling at the rate of 
from seven to eleven thousand feet per second, while 
the most violent storms known upon our earth have 



Astronomy, 95 

only a speed of sixty feet per second, so that scarcely 
anything could exist in such a stonn-lashed region. 
The dsteroids being but shattered fragments of a larger 
planet, and of so small power of attraction, that such 
muscular exertion as would here suffice to lift the foot 
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would there carry us up above the highest buildings, 
may well be omitted. Upon Mars, existence would 
be the most endurable, but only because it more 
resembles the earth without equalling it. The con- 
dition of Venus is very similar to that of the earth ; 
but having seventy-two degrees of axial inclination, 
the change of seasons is extremely abrupt. It has 
also been inferred from the cloudlessness of its atmo- 
sphere that it has no water, and is hence unadapted to 
organic Ufe. Mercury, whose surface is only about a 
ninth that of the earth, is far too small for man ; 
' his fatherland must be greater.' It is only in the 
Earth that we see the idea of the planets realized. 
The others are but successive gradations thereunto : 
the earth is the planet par eoccellenee, the teleological 
centre of the planetary system, and, so far as we are 
able to judge, the only body of the solar system 
adapted to the development of the higher grades of 
organic life. 

Of the stellar world beyond the limits of our 
system, we know scarcely anything. We may assume 
that our world belongs to an independent system, 
bounded by the bright regions of the milky way, with 
a centre which Madler fixes in the group of the 
Pleiades, and indeed in the star Alcyone. Our system 
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lies in that region of the stellar world which is most 
barren of stars, and is situated like an island in the 
ocean — ^not indeed in its very centre, but still near to 
it, occupying a ppsition in 'the market place, as it 
were, of this vast city of worlds' (19), and one not 
unlike that of our earth with respect to the solar 
system. Beyond our stellar system lie other worlds, 
but who can explore them or fix their limits? 
We may indeed venture on conjectures, but this 
is all. 

The immensity of space disclosed by astronomy has, 
in modem times, been paralleled by the immensity of 
time required by geology. (20) If this parallelism 
be a just one, we may ask whether, as the innumer- 
able ages of the various geological formations find 
their appropriate end in man, the immeasurable 
space of the universe may not also bear a similar 
reference to his dwelling-place ? As is the relation of 
man to time, such will be the relation of his abode 
to space. Why should not then a history, affecting 
in its results the whole universe, have found therein 
its appropriate locality ? If the sovereignty of God 
was here called in question, must it not be here, 
also, asserted ; and if here a revelation of mercy was 
needed, must it not here also take place ? Besides, that 
which was here transacted was transacted for the 
whole universe, and was determinative of its destiny, 
because it was an act of Qod, which fundamentally 
affected all things. It is the inward import of this 
event, and not the outward extent of the space in 
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which it was enacted, that should be estimated. 
Astronomy cannot contribute from her own resource^ 
towards such a view ; while, on the other hand, not 
only has she nought to object to it, but she con- 
firms it, and affords the strongest presumptions in 
its favour. 

Let us now turn to geology. 

And first let its facts be asserted. The earth was 
not at once fashioned in its present form, nor 
tenanted by the living beings now inhabiting it, but 
was gradually formed. This is the most certain fact 
of geology. For whether we regard the earths- 
according to the Plutonian theory — as at first an 
incandescent sphere,' whose surface hardened during 
a gradual process of cooling, and became covered 
with water ; or — according to the Neptunian theory 
— embrace the notion that the primitive condition 
was a watery one, from which it crystallized, and 
began to separate itself; its primitive state is still 
that of a chaotic mass, which but gradually resolved 
itself into its constituent parts, and was covered with 
vegetable and animal life, which advanced from lower 
to higher organisms, till at length the formative 
agency terminated in the appearance of man. (21) 

The order of the successive formations of rocks and 
strata has been determined partly by the place in 
which they have been deposited, and partly by 
the fossils they contain, which furnish abundant 
evidence of progressive development. The primitive 

a 
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rocks contain no fossils. These first appear in the so- 
called Transition rocks, to which belong especially the 
coal formations. In these are found the earliest speci- 
mens of organisms, — ^the crustaoeous trilobites, bivalve 
muscles, plant-like radiata, insects, fish, reptiles, etc. 
But that which chiefly characterizes this period is its 
extraordinary vegetation. A whole world of plants, 
consisting of gigantic equisetse, tree-like ferns, and 
especially of club mosses, whose rank and luxurious 
vegetation covered the marshy ground, lies interred in 
the carboniferous strata. (22) The immense space 
covered by this vegetation is shown by the vast extent 
of the coal-fields formed therefi-om by the saturating 
power of water. The eastern coast of England alone 
contains 838,500,000 cwts. of coals. Add to these 
the great coal districts of the Saar and Ruhr, and 
those of America, and the still more extensive fields 
lately discovered in Russia ! How abundant in 
vegetation must have been the world which is here 
buried ! Its animal remains, on the contrary, are 
but scaaty.-The carboniferous period is foUowed 
by the Triassic formation (the variegated sandstone, 
muschelkalk and variegated marls), the Jurassic and 
the chalk formations, — all included under the name 
of the Secondary formations, in which fossil plants are 
also found, while animal remains are far more nume- 
rous. These are chiefly inhabitants of the water, and 
amphibia ; viz., molluscs, fish, reptiles, especially- 
Saurians, and a few birds. Mammalia do not appear 
till afterwards, being confined chiefly to the so-called 
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Tertiary period, and progressively approximating to 
extant species. Bears, hyaenas, horses, tapirs, and the 
like, are the chief representatives of the still existing 
species of this period, of which the vast forests which 
have been converted into peat are the buried memorial 
The tertiary is divided into the diluvial and alluvial 
periods, during the latter of which the earth assumed 
its present form, and received its present inhabitants. 
Apes, and finally men, are not found till this last 
period. 

Such is a very general sketch of the discoveries 

brought to light by geology ; and we are constrained 
to acknowledge not only the diligence, perseverance, 
and penetration of geological investigators, but also 
to admit that the history of the crust of the earth 
laid down by geology may be regarded, in its main 
features, as an ascertained fact. To this, however, 
the biblical narrative is said to stand in palpable 
antagonism, to be the expression of the childish view 
of primeval times, which makes Qod, like an earthly 
architect, construct one part after another, and add 
piece to piece till the whole is completed, while 
science presents us with an entirely different picture. 
Here progressively ascending forms are brought forth, 
from the womb of nature by the power of inherent 
forces and laws ; while periods, infinitely extended 
periods, of many millions of years pass away before 
the earth attains its present degree of perfection. Of 
all the great changes of the several periods, with their 
varying fauna and flora, we hear nothing ffoin Scrip- 
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ture. This contradictioD, it is urged, cannot but be 
recognised. If, then, it is inferred, even the first page 
of the Bible contains so evident an error, is it worth 
while to turn over its subsequent pages ? 

Are, then, geology and the Bible really so anta- 
gonistic and irreconcilable. 

If we perceive something in an old and tried friend, 
or hear something about him, which we cannot under- 
stand, do we immediately conclude that we have been 
mistaken in him, and condemn him ; or suspend our 
judgment till a subsequent period shall perhaps furnish 
us with the requisite explanation ? Such an old and 
tried friend is the Bible to every one of us. If, then, 
we there meet with enigmas and contradictions which 
we are not able to solve, shall we not rather humbly 
await the explanation of the future, than condemn it 
with hasty rashness ? For are we certain that we 
understand it aright when we believe a certain sense 
to be inevitably attached to it ? May not some other 
be the correct interpretation ? When Copernicus 
produced his system, it was thought necessary to op- 
pose it in the interest of the Bibla This opposition 
is now silenced, and the Bible is as true in the eyes of 
believers since Copernicus, as it was before him. They 
have perceived that it is its office to teach not astro- 
nomy, but the way of salvation ; and that it speaks of 
the motions of the heavenly bodies popularly and ac- 
cording to outward appearance, — this being the only 
language intelligible to the generality of men, and that 
still in ^(Sfj'Adkj u^e^ Hence, one misunderstanding 
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after another may attach to our view of the meaning 
of the Bible, and may vanish as time advances, with- 
out impairing its intrinsic value. And as, therefore, 
on the one, we should not be prejudiced against our 
Bible, so neither on the other, need we entertain 
needless and anxious mistrust of the researches of 
science, nor conceive ourselves obliged to suppress 
them by the external authority of the words of Scrip- 
ture. It is a necessity of the human mind, it is also 
the will of Qod, that man should enquire and investi- 
gate. History teaches that he 6annot cease from 
doing so, even when forbidden ; and no less does it 
teach us that there is an actual advancement in know- 
ledge. If investigations are but conducted in a spirit 
of humble candour, the blessing of God will not be 
denied to them. God prospers the sincere. Man's 
path, in his search after truth, lies indeed through 
error. This cannot and need not be denied. The 
most profound investigators in the province of natural 
science have ever been the most ready to acknow- 
ledge that much which is now esteemed certain, may 
sooner or later be proved to be erroneous. Only the 
shallow look upon passing opinions as settled truths ; 
and it is a desperately immoral abuse of science, to 
forge its actual or supposed results into weapons for 
attacking religion. Science itself, and its true advo- 
cates, are guiltless of such a deed, which is only 
attempted by those who walk in its paths merely for 
the sake of the ambush they may afford against 
revealed truth. 
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The better we become acquaoBted with geological 
investigations, the more do we stumble upon hypo- 
theses, unsolved problems, and discrepant views. Even 
though there is some exaggeration in the saying of 
Lichtenberg, that of the fifty hypotheses which he 
could enumerate concerning the formation of the earth, 
nine-tenths belonged rather to the history of the human 
mind, than to the history of the earth, (23) yet all 
must admit with what rash precipitancy one attempted 
explanation has been even after a few years supplanted 
by another, and the great uncertainty and diversity 
of the views which prevail even in fundamental ques- 
tions. To bring forward only a few of the most im- 
portant : While Cuvier maintains that the conforma- 
tion of the earth's crust — the dislocati(His of the 
various strata, the elevations and depressions, the 
heights and depths of the earth's surface, — can only 
be explained by the theory of violent terrestrial 
revolutions brought about by other forces than those 
at present in operation, and whose succession evidences 
that conformity to design which denotes the hand of 
a Creator — a theory which has been widely diflFused, 
and has been further carried out and confirmed, 
especially by Agassiz, — ^the school of Lyell, on the 
contrary, whose authority is now followed by most, 
teaches that the same laws and causes now in opera- 
tion, were so from the very beginning, and therefore 
demands immense periods for the accomplishment, by 
means so gentle and gradual, of the many and great 
chauges whose memorials are found in the bosom of 
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* 
the earth. Others, on the contrary, unable to find 

any grandeur in these immeasurable durations and 
continuous causes, demand speedy and violent catas- 
trophes, and quick developments, similar to those 
which take place in the case of the individual man 
during the few months before and after birth, in which 
more progress is made than is subsequently effected 
in whole years, nay, decades. (24) While some, as 
Darwin and his followers, insist upon the develop- 
ment of the multiform organisms around us, by 
gradual alterations during immeasurable periods, from 
one or few fundamental forms, till the ascending scale 
terminates in man, others see in such a notion only 
an ' arbitrary ' and ' unscientific ' hypothesis, to which 
sufficient confirmation is not afforded by facts, and 
teach that, on the contrary, new forms have been 
introduced in the province of organic life. (25) A few 
years ago it was declared to be an established fact that 
the great deluge, which, according to the result of 
geological researches, was anterior to the present 
condition of the earth, preceded also the appearance 
of man, and had nothing in common with the deluge 
narrated in the Scriptures, and alluded to in national 
traditions, but receiving no corroboration from science: 
it is now believed that the discoveries in the gravel 
beds of Abbeville, and other places, and that of the 
bones at Aurignac and elsewhere (26), oblige us to 
admit the existence of man at the tinie of this former 
flood ; so that these traditions receive confirmation, 
and only need to be referred to an earlier period. 



104 Led. IV. — The Creation of the World. 

CoDcemiDg this period there is still so much hesita- 
tion, that, while Cuvier is contented with five or six 
thousand years, Waitz, on the contrary, in his learned 
work on ihe Anthropology of Nations, vol. i., p. 336, 

* 

gives us the choice between thirty-five thousand 
million and nine million years for the existence of man 
upon the earth ! These examples sufficiently show 
how far geologists themselves are from having arrived 
at generally received conclusions on those very points 
in which their science comes in contact with the 
Bible. Till these are, however, arrived at, no definite 
comparison between science and the Bible can be 
instituted, and every precipitate attempt at harmon- 
izing them may easily do more harm than good. We 
shall therefore confine ourselves to that which alone 
is possible in the present state of science. 

And, first, everything depends upon attaining a 
right point of view. It cannot be too frequently 
repeated, that the Bible is not a manual of astronomy 
or geology, but the record upon which our religious 
faith is based ; that it is not its office either to 
answer scientific inquiries, to spare us the trouble of 
scientific research, or even to facilitate scientific 
investigation, but to satisfy the religious interest. 
Hence, where it speaks of the creation of the world, 
it gives not a scientific, but a religious account of it ; 
and we should do well not to seek in it that which it 
should not be expected to contain. 

The first of its truths is, that the world was created 
by Qod. Geology begins with a chaos, a heaving. 
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fermenting chaos. Of the origin of this chaos, geology 
can tell us nothing. Scripture goes further back than 
the chaos of geology, and tells us that God created the 
first matter itself, from which the world, with all its 
order and beauty, gradually emerged. This is a fact 
upon which geology does not even touch, which, as 
lying beyond the boundaries of science, she can neither 
confirm nor deny firom her own resources ; but it is a 
fact of supreme interest and fundamental importance 
to religion. 

Secondly, Scripture tells us that life upon earth, 
the world of plants and animals, had a beginning, and 
that by the co-operation of the powers of nature, and 
the creative energy of God. God said, * Let the earth 
bring forth,' ' Let the waters be gathered together/ 
and ' God created.' Science also tells us of a com- 
mencement of organic life and disclaims, at least en- 
lightened science does, all power of explaining its 
origin otherwise than by admitting a Higher and a 
creative Power. 

Thirdly, the Bible teaches us that the world was 
formed in a gradually ascending series, advancing 
from the general to the special, from the imperfect to 
the. perfect, from the unfree to the free, making ever 
nearer approximations towards man, till it reached in 
him the purpose and climax of its formations. This, 
too, is a fact of religious importance, as manifesting 
that man, as the purpose of God's creation, was also 
God's peculiar and last, and therefore his first thought 
— that God had, throughout, respect to man and to his 
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relation thereto. Of this, as a purely religious matter, 
science neither knows nor can know anything ; but 
she confirms in the most striking manner the premiss 
upon which this conclusion rests, viz., the gradual 
advance made in the forms of organic life towards 
humanity ; and in proportion to the increase of her 
investigations is the increase of this confirmation. 
When Scripture says that the earth was first covered 
with water, and describes the hills and dry land as then 
emerging, and as subsequently covered with vegeta- 
tion ; tells us that the waters were filled with fish, 
find the air with birds ; that land animals followed, 
and that the act of creation concluded with man, — this 
is — ^in broad features and general outlines, in which 
only the leading circumstances are brought forward, 
and accessory particulars omitted — the same process of 
development which geologic investigation discloses. (27) 
Exception has indeed been taken to the fact, that 
the creation of light should have been made to pre- 
cede that of the sun, and that the sun itself should 
be described as made subsequently to the earth. But 
such general knowledge as science has acquired cod- 
ceming these questions — and such knowledge is at 
best but conjectural — ^favours, to say the least, the 
possibility of the Scriptural account. Now, indeed, 
light comes to us only from the sun ; but it is ac- 
knowledged that bodies may become luminous under 
various circumstances, such as the rapid and intense 
chemical combinations of two elements, or by the 
liberation of electricity. We know not the nature erf 



SdcTice and Scripture. 107 

this primeval light, but we do know that light is 
possible without the sun. Concerning the formation 
of the heavenly bodies, there is but the one theory, 
laid down by the great Herschel, and further carried 
out by La Place, with reference to our solar system, 
— ^the so-called nebular theory, according to which 
enormous separate spheres of vapour were formed 
from the immense mass of gas-l^ke fluid spread out in 
the obscurity of space, which were afterwards fashioned 
into globes ; our solar system having been such a 
gaseous sphere, within which first the external, then the 
int^nal planeiis, and last of all the sun, were formed, 
so that the sun certainly became a solid body sub- 
sequently to the earth. Of the fixed stars and their 
formation, nothing can be said. All this, then, is in 
perfect harmony with the Scripture account 

One thing alone does science imperatively demand, 
— viz., the concession of extensive periods, that she 
may not be confined to perhaps six days of twenty- 
four hours each, which is simply impossible. It 
may su£5ce to refer, e.g,, to the great coal measures, 
formed from a vast world of vegetation by the satur- 
ating power of water, and occupying, e.g., in North 
America alone, according to H. Rogers, a space of 
6250 square miles, or reaching in the Saarbruck dis- 
trict fi'om nineteen to twenty thousand feet below the 
level of the sea (29), and to the peat-fields of a later 
period ; a colossal fossil cypress trunk, found in Tran- 
sylvania^ where thirteen layers of peat are piled one 
upon another, being estimated by Hartig to be 3100 
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years of age. (3o) We cannot and must not entertain 
the notion tjiat God, having created them at once, 
only impressed upon them the appearance of gradual 
formation, so that our investigation might be deceived 
and deluded, by our being able to persuade ourselves 
that they must have arisen gradually. And certainly, 
when we consider these and other circumstances, we 
do need, if not the, billions of years in which the 
school of Lyell deals so liberally, yet still extremely 
long periods, and this it is which geology demands. 
As to how we are to understand the demiurgic days, 
even orthodox theologians are not unanimous, days 
being spoken of before the sun. Whether they express 
extensive periods, one day with the Lord as a thou- 
sand years, and hence designate not days according 
to human computation, but days measured according 
to the proportions of the universe ; or whether we are 
to regard the day only as a form in which the subject 
is clothed for the sake of bringing it nearer to the 
human imagination, which might not be otherwise 
able to grasp those acts of creation, — this much is 
certain, that the chief matter in question in the work 
of each day, is not the day, but the work. For the 
interests of religion are concerned not in the time, 
but in the fact ; that is, in the fact that God created 
the world by the power of His own will, in free love ; 
that He fashioned it in an ascending gradation of 
separate formations up to man, to reach in him the 
end of His creative work, and to enter into a bond of 
spiritual communion with him. 
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If the whole world was made with a view to man, 
it is not something alien to us, but meets us with a 
life akin to our own, and awakens in us sympathetic 
emotions. We can but feel that it teems with a life 
which is incomplete without us ; that we are the 
answer to its enigma. Hence all the voices of nature 
find an echo in the breast of man, and man is the 
tongue of creation. The universe is reflected in his 
spirit, and he is the expression of its mystery. Should 
not, then, the language in which he utters what his 
spirit perceives be an ascription of praise to the 
world's Creator ? 



LECTURE V. 



MAN. 




ICRIPTTJRE teaches us that the world was 
made by God ; that it was the free act of 
His power, wisdom, and love ; and that 
God had man in view when He created the world. 
It was not for the plants or the animals, but for man, 
that God was concerned. He was the peculiar thought 
of God, the divine idea ruling the whole creation, 
the realization of the essential will of God. This 
notion is expressed by Scripture when it represents 
God as taking counsel with Himself, and this counsel 
as resulting in the formation of man. Herein is also 
involved the fact, that something new was introduced 
with man ; that he differs specifically from the other 
corporeal beings by whom he is surrounded ; that 
they are but preliminary to him, that he is the ulti- 
mate purpose and climax of creation, and consequently 
its end. It is thus that man appears in Scripture. 
Modem science, however, has raised many objections 
to such a view. The chief of these have concerned 
the antiquity, the origin, and the unity of the human 
race. 
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1. The question conceicning the antiquity of mau 
is at present exciting the liveliest interest, (i) Ac- 
cording to Scripture the antiquity of the human race 
is estimated at about six thousand years ; while modern 
science computes it by hundreds of thousands. And 
certainly, if Lyell is right in asserting that the pre- 
sent form of the earth was produced with infinite 
slowness, by forces at present in operation, and that 
man belonged to an earlier period of the earth's for- 
mation; or Darwin in maintaining that man was 
produced only by the extremely gradual improvement 
of lower forms, we shall be constrained to remove the 
origin of our race to an extremely remote era. Suoh 
an inference is said to be corroborated by a series of 
new discoveries, and it is now considered as good as 
settled that man lived upon the earth contemporan- 
eously with such animals— cave bears, cave hyaenas, 
mammoths, etc. — as have been hitherto referred to the 
Tertiary period, a period preceding the era during 
which the last formation of the earth took place. 
The recent discovery of Aurignac on the northern 
slope of the Pyrenees has been a specially important 
one. A burying-place has been here excavated con- 
taining seventeen human skeletons, rude weapons, 
and ornaments, together with traces of a primeval 
funeral feast which had been held there. With these, 
however, were found bones of the above named extinct 
animals, thus leading us back to an age in which man 
must have still shared the earth with these beasts of 
prey. The question, however, is whether we have to * 
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move the existence of man backwards or that of these 
animals forwards. Is the human race more ancient 
or these races of animals more modern ? The answer 
cannot be doubtful ; it is furnished by the pile- 
buildings. (2) 

Since the winter of 1853-64, when the remains of 
ancient dwellings built on piles in the midst of the 
water, were first discovered in the Lake of Zurich, 
every year has furnished fresh discoveries of a similar 
kind. They afford uk a glimpse of the most ancient 
civilization of which we have any knowledge upon 
our continent. Stone and bones were the materials 
wherewith the first inhabitants of Europe fashioned 
their weapons and utensils. Other nations, Celts, 
seem afterwards to have appeared, who by means of 
their brazen arms, became masters of the original 
inhabitants. When did those inhabitants of the pile 
buildings live ? Recently the discoveries of brass, and 
even of iron, in these buildings have increased. 
Hence, they still existed even in the times of the 
Romans. The Greek historian Herodotus, informs us 
of buildings on piles in Thrace so late as B.C. 500 ; 
in Ireland there were such in the middle ages ; while 
in Borneo, on the Euphrates, etc., dwellings are thus 
constructed even at the present day. The use of stone 
weapons, moreover, reaches far down into the age when 
metal was used. Even at the battle of Hastings, in 
1066 A.D., the Anglo-Saxons had stone points to their 
spears and arrows. Since, moreover, traces of an in- 
tercourse with the Baltic (Amber), and with Asia 
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(Nephrite), have been found even in the most ancient 
pile-buildings, we may conclude from all these circum- 
stances that we must not extend the so-called age of 
stone further back than from one to two thousand 
years before Christ. Therefore it was not till after 

r 

the period in which the Bible places the deluge, that 
these first inhabitants of Europe emigrated from Asia. 
That they did come from Asia is clearly shown by 
the fact, that the utensils found in these pile-build- 
ings are made of a very hard stone, Nephrite, only 
found in Asia, and which is even now sold at a high 
price by the Chinese to the Maoris of the Southern 
Ocean, whose chiefs carry axes of this stone as a mark 
of distinction. 

Another method of obtaining the hundreds of 
thousands of years supposed to be needed for the 
antiquity of the human race, has been tried, and the 
era of the human remains found in certain alluvial 
deposits hets been inferred from the time required for 
their deposition under existing circumstances. Thus 
in a layer of cypress wood at the mouth of the Miss- 
issippi has been found a skull, to which, according to 
geological computation, an antiquity of 57,000 years 
is attributed. Nothing, however, is more uncertain 
than these geological computations. A short time 
since a vessel with many antiquities was discovered 
in a peat bog in Sundewitt on the eastern coast of 
Schleswig. According to geological calculation, it 
must have been many thousands of years old, while 
certain coins foimd in the vessel showed that it sank 

H 
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at the earliest A.D. 300 to 400. The rates of alluvial 
depositions are so various, that they mock all such 
calculations, and so long as this view is without surer 
proofs than they can furnish, it may be regarded as 
an entirely uncorroborated hypothesis. It is, more- 
over, highly significant that the traditions and the 
historical consciousness of nations do not reax;h farther 
back than two and three thousand years before Christ 
Would this be possible, if the human race were a 
hundred thousand instead of six thousand years old ? 
This was Cuvier's argimient (s) and it has not yet 
been refuted. 

All investigations have served to confirm the fact 
that man was the latest of all creatures. He is not, 
however, merely the conclusion of his world, he is at 
the same time the commencement of a new world. 
With him begins the world of mind and consciousness. 
This assigns to man a position with respect to all 
other creatures which places an essential distinction 
between him and them. 

2. In opposition, however, to this, a theory has been 
set up in modem times, the so-called transmutation 
theory of Darwin and his school — which places man 
in such immediate relationship with the creatures next 
preceding him, — viz., the higher races of animals, — 
as to make the difference between him and the brute 
creation, not an essential but a fleeting one. For, 
according to this theory, it was from one or a very 
few fundamental forms that the whole ascending series 
of vegetable and animal organisms was, during incal- 
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culably long periods, and by progressive changes, 
gradually developed, until it reached man, who repre- 
sents the highest stage of development in this scale of 
organic life. This genealogy of our species, passing 
through the animal world, reaching back to the hum- 
blest vegetable, and making apes perhaps the imme- 
diate ancestors of the human race, may not perhaps 
be quite according to our taste ; but such questions 
we are told are not to be decided according to our 
taste, for there is much in our organization also which 
may not be quite in conformity with our notions. We 
are assured that no essential difference can be found 
between the formation of the human body, not even 
in the organization of the brain, and the animal 
organism ; that even man's mechanical instincts are 
shared by the brutes ; that the whole diflference con- 
sists in a certain higher capability of development in 
the brain, by means of which man becomes self- 
conscious, and therefore, so to speak, possessed of 
himself. (4) 

Have we then got so far as to need seriously to 
discuss the question whether there really is any essen- 
tial difference between a man and a brute ? Is not 
the fact that such a question can be started itself the 
most striking proof of such a difference ? So great 
an aberration of the human mind would be impossible, 
unless the mind were so elevated, and so free in its 
intellectual life, as to be capable of sinking to such 
a folly. 

The scientific question is the question of diversity 
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of species, i.e., whether essential and fixed diversities 
exist between the various forms of the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms. The Bible places this thought 
in the fore-front of its narrative, when it says ten 
times in the history of the creation that God made 
the creatures each "after his kind." The Darwinian 
hypothesis cannot but deny this diversity of kind ; 
for otherwise the great ascending series of most widely 
differing plants and animals could not have succes- 
sively originated from one germ. All the great 
investigations, however, of modem natural science, 
are based upon the assumption of the essential diver- 
sity of species, which observation shows us that nature 
jealously maintains, securing the original species from 
degeneration by the barrenness of hybrids. As far as 
our knowledge extends the different species have ever 
been invariable. The animal mummies of the Egyp- 
tian sepulchres, the representations on the most 
ancient monuments, do not show the slightest diver- 
gence from the present forms. The camels and 
dromedaries portrayed on the ruins of Nineveh, are 
such as might be drawn to-day. Nor do the dis- 
coveries in the strata of the earth afford the least 
support to that gradual transition and ramification of 
species which the Darwinian theory requires. Hence 
even adherents of Darwin, such as Huxley and his 
translator Bronn, have been obliged to admit the 
insufliciency of the evidence he adduces. But apart 
from all questions of natural science, which must be 
left to the decision of its professors — ^how can it 
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possibly satisfy any thinking mind to be told that 
the immense variety of organized beings arose from a 
supposed primitive cell through purely external causes 
and blind chance ? And how, upon such a principle, 
are the conformity to law and the necessity which 
prevail in this series of organisms to be explained ? 
But still more important than this consideration is 
the moral side of the question. And this is the point of 
view from which we desire chiefly to regard the matter. 
And here I would use the words of a child instead 
of my own. Perhaps the anecdote related of the late 
King of Prussia may not be unknown to you : he was 
accustomed, during his stay at Rugen, to amuse him- 
self with children, and to examine them by showing 
them all sorts of objects, such as stones, fruits, etc., 
and asking them to what kingdom (animal, mineral, 
or vegetable) they severally belonged, till at length, 
pointing to himself, he said, * And to what kingdom do 
I belong V Upon which the child who was questioned 
replied, 'To the kingdom of heaven.' This is the 
difference. Man belongs to the kingdom of heaven, 
animals do not It is this which constitutes the spe- 
cific difference between them. Man knows his God 
and Lord, and prays to Him. Man has a religion, 
and his thoughts and will should be dedicated to God ; 
his life should be a service of God. The existence of 
the animal is only sensuous. Man^ though corporeal, 
leads a spiritual life ; though temporal, has relations 
with eternity ; and ought while yet on earth to have 
his conversation in heaven. 



118 Led. V. — Man. 

The view we are opposing advocates indeed a truth, 
the connection of all that exists — the system of being. 
But this truth is also the notion of Scripture, and of 
its view, from which we learn that all that preceded 
man was but a series of preliminary gradations towards 
him, that man was not made until these preliminary 

gradations had arrived at him, and that thus the whole 

• 

terrestrial creation attains its unity. In this upward 
progress towards man. Scripture, however, sees a crea- 
tive act of God, instead of a mere natural development. 

3. According to Scripture, man was created as a 
unity, thence to arrive at multiplicity. The scriptural 
view is founded on the unity of the human race. To 
this notion various objections have been made, ever 
since the era of English Deism, and the view of 
several centres of creation has recently been embraced. 

Our deepest interests demand the unity of the 
human race. First, upon religious grounds. Man is 
the thought of God. But God would not have men 
to exist after the manner of plants and animals ; He 
would not have a multiplicity of single human indi- 
viduals, but man, mankind as one single organism. 
The one great family of mankind — such is the object 
of the race, and of its history ; but only so if it pro- 
ceeds from a single source. And on this ground alone 
could the history of mankind have a single centre. 
We say of Jesus Christ, .that He is the one Mediator 
of the whole human race ; that he is the Son of man, 
comprising and representing humanity in himself; 
that He is the turning-point of history, all former 
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history terminating in Him, and a new history begin- 
ning with Him. But he cannot be its mediator and 
representative, nor can His work and person be the 
one salvation for all, nor sin be an evil ijaherited by 
all, unless the unity of the entire race be admitted. 

But it is also required upon parely huma/n grounds 
and considerations. There is an intuitive feeling in- 
herent in every breast, that all men are related to 
each other, that they are brethren : the claims of the 
family tie are everywhere felt. It is true that this 
feeling was first brought to conscious vitality by Chris- 
tianity ; but this only recalled to man's remembrance 
something which he really knew already, though he 
did not consciously acknowledge it. Upon this con- 
sciousness of belonging to one family, rest all the 
mutual piety and kindness of man to man, — all that 
true humanity which knows no difference between 
man and man, but recognises in each a brother. Nor 
is any true understanding of history possible, till we 
admit the unity of the human race, and the conse- 
quent unity of its history. I see not how these things 
are to be understood, — and they are the essential 
interests of our intellectual and moral life, — if we 
accept, e,g,, with Agassiz, a multiplicity of human 
centres of creation, and believe that men arose con- 
temporaneously or successively in various parts of th e 
earth, 'as pines do in forests, grasses in meadows, 
bees in trunks of trees, herrings in shoals, buffaloes in 
herds.' (5) As if the case of man was exactly par- 
allel with that of plants and animals ! This doctrine 
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of Agassiz is but a return to the old notion of Autoch- 
thones, i,e.y of the origination of the various nations in 
the several countries in which they are found — a 
view whose natural consequence was that abrupt se- 
paration of nations which Christianity abolished by 
teaching the single origin and commencement of the 
human race. Hence it is no indiflferent question which 
is here treated of, but one in which the interests of 
humanity are no less concerned than those of religion. 

In our days, indeed, this question, though it has 
not yet lost its importance, has been cast into the 
back-ground by the interest excited by those concern- 
ing the antiquity and origin of man. 

Since the era of English Deism especially, varieties 
of race have been adduced as an argument against 
unity of species. And it is the difference in the form 
of the skull and of the facial angle, varying from 90^ 
or 80° to 70^ that has been chiefly dwelt upon. (6) 
All other differences are connected with, and depend 
upon these ; are not accidental peculiarities, arising 
from merely accidental outward circumstances, such 
as heat, etc., but have a common connection with each 
other. Hence certain kinds of peculiarities are ever 
found in union, and thus are formed the various types 
of mankind. The question consequently is : Does 
mankind constitute one or several species 1 In other 
words, do the various races of men hold the same re- 
lation to each other as the various races of horses ; or 
are they as distinct from each other as the horse and 
the ass ? Valid arguments have been brought for- 
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ward, upon purely scientific grounds, in favour of the 
unity of species of the human race ; the most impor- 
tant of which is, that the hybrids produced by the 
intermixture of animals of different species — as, e.g.y 
of the ass and the horse — are always barren. Mules 
cannot be propagated, and this would apply univer- 
sally to human hybrids. Hence the different races of 
mankind do not form different species, like the horse 
and the ass, but only different varieties, like the 
various breeds of horses which may be crossed at 
pleasure. (7) The differences of these varieties of the 
one human race are but of an external kind. They 
relate only to the hair, the colour of the skin, and the 
form of the skull ; and these are mere externals, 
which circumstances might alter, and which they can 
be proved to have done. What a difference there is, 
for example in outward appearance, between the 
modem and the ancient fair-haired Germans 1 The 
modem Magyars, too, are as different as possible from 
their ancestors the ancient Huns, who have been 
depicted to us as so frightful, that we may well sup- 
pose the present Magyars to have no resemblance to 
them. It is only ' in some remote parts of Hungary 
that one meets with the ugliness which was peculiar 
to the Huns.' (8^ It is, besides, a fact that civilisation 
alters even the bodily structure. Intellectual improve- 
ment produces corporeal improvement, as, on the other 
hand, man may degenerate even in his bodily struc- 
ture. Nor has climate less effect upon man than upon 
the domestic animals. (9) With all this is connected 
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the fact, that no characteristic of any single race is 
either essential to that race, or exclusively its own ; 
but that the transitions are fleeting, and contrasts only 
reached by means of intermediate degrees. ' Neither 
a definite form of skull and pelvis, nor the colour of 
the hair and eyes, nor any other specific character- 
istic, belongs exclusively to any single race ; while in 
one and the same race, and in one and the same nation, 
the greatest diflerences often exist. The German 
male skull differs from the female in magnitude 
(100*97 in horizontal circumference, and 10090 in 
the size of the cavity and weight of the brain), and 
still more in its typical distinction, in a far greater 
degree than the skulls of different races do from each 
other.' (lo) All these slight differences, however, are 
in reality much less than those found between animals 
of the same species, as, e.g., horses and dogs, etc. The 
internal ^ructure of the body has been found to be 
in every case perfectly identical. Different as whites 
and negroes may be from each other in other re- 
spects, they exhibit an entire agreement in this. And 
finally, their mental organization is everywhere similar. 
Everywhere v/e find the same dispositions, the same 
mental qualities, the same passions ; all men under- 
stand each other, (ii) All do not stand, indeed, on 
the same intellectual level : but while * the differences 
between animals and men are, in physical respects, 
qualitative and specific, those existing between the 
races of mankind are simply quantitative.' (i2) That 
such differences should exist as to cause one race to 



Unity of the Human Race. 123 

■ 

occupy a higher rank, in both a corporeal and intellec- 
tual view, than that filled by another, is but natural, 
since mankind is an organLsm requiring variety both 
of endowment and vocation. But even these differ- 
ences are fleeting. The example of a Toussaint 
rOuverture is sufficient to prove the intellectual 
endowment even of the negro ; and who supposes 
Shakspeare's Othello to be an impossible character ? 
From a merely scientific point of view, then, we must 
at least concede the posaibUity of the unity of the 
human race ; while a series of the most famous natural 
philosophers, such as Haller, Linnaeus, Buffi)n, Cuvier, 
Blumenbach, Rud. Wagner, Andr. Wagner, A. Von 
Humboldt, have admitted it. Even those who do not 
look upon it as a fact, such as Waitz and Pertz, do 
not at least deny its possibility. The objection which 
they entertain to this principle, viz., that the exist- 
ence of the human race would then have hung upon 
so slight a thread as the life of a single man — a dispro- 
portion between means and end such as they nowhere 
else find paralleled in nature (13) — is of no weight 
with those who believe in a Divine Providence, which 
would certainly watch over its most exalted creature. 
But all we demand from natural science is an admission 
of the possibility of this view. To prove its actual 
existence is the business of philology. And compara- 
tive philology is at least approaching this result. To 
mention only one, but a great example : the unity of 
the origin of the . Indo-Germanic nations has been 
placed beyond all doubt, by the identity of the con- 
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struction of their respective languages, and the exist- 
ence of a great mass of common roots. (14) Historical 
investigations also, have shown us a remarkable co- 
incidence in the traditions of nations dwelling at the 
remotest distances from each other. Scriptural tra- 
ditions of primitive times are re-echoed in the legends 
of the North American Indians. (l5) America and 
the South Sea Islands must have interposed great 
geographical difficulties in the way of diffusion. But 
just where these difficulties are greatest, viz., in the 
South Sea Islands, we find linguistic and physical 
relationship. And with regard to America, a lively 
intercourse is still kept up between the tribes of 
Northern Asia and North America, across the Aleutian 
Archipelago, that bridge of islands between the two 
continents. 

The moral objection has been made that this view 
infera the marriage of brothers and sisters, and makes 
the history of mankind begin with incest But this is 
to overlook the fact that the primitive family repre- 
sents not merely the family, but also the race. Hence 
it consisted not merely of the circle of relationship, but 
at the same time comprised within itself all those 
differences which, in the course of development, 
were sundered and diiSused, and which are the pre- 
requisite of a perfect marriage. Hence we have not 
to limit feeling in the case of the first family to the 
feeling of brotherly and sisterly affection. If that 
family represented mankind, it bore within its bosom 
that variety of feeling which enters into the ties of 
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acquaintanceship, friendship, and marriage. These 
were all, from the very first, implanted by the Creator 
in the human breast, and were to be gradually deve- 
loped. It was only in proportion as the family 
developed into the race, that these could be dis- 
tinguished according to their diversity. Not till then 
could that severance between fraternal and conjugal 
love appear, whose chasm cannot now be overieapt 
without violating a law of nature. 

When, however, it is objected that mankind could 
not, in so short a time as Scripture presupposes, have 
become so widely diffused — as, for instance, between 
Adam and Noah, and between Noah and Abraham — 
this objection is, first, a comparatively subordinate 
one, since, as relating merely to a chronological ques- 
tion, it is a matter of indifference, as far as the essen- 
tial interest is involved, whether an interval of one or 
ten thousand years is required ; and secondly, it may 
be refuted by the calculation of the possibilities of 
propagation, which shows that the descendants of a 
single pair might, in the course of even sixteen cen- 
turies, amount to a billion (16), while the present 
number of the human race does not surpass thirteen 
hundred millions. The domestic animals imported 
into America have multiplied enormously from single 
or few specimens (i7) 

4. According to the scriptural view, man is the 
v/nion of body and aovZ. The body is an essential 
part of his entity — ^he is a corporeal, spiritual being. 
That we are corporeal beings is a fact of direct experi- 
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ence ; that we possess a soul, a spiritual power in our 
life, is a matter of direct feeling. Scripture describes 
the hody as that which first exists, which is funda- 
mental And it is still so in the case of every indi- 
vidual human being. With respect to his body, man . 
belongs to the corporeal world, and forms its com- 
pletion. His body is the recapitulation of material 
nature, whose various provinces are here repeated in a 
higher grade, and united in a perfect living organism. 
It is characteristic of the scriptural view, that while 
it does not make the body the very essence of man, 
it yet regards it as an essential component of his 
entirety. It thus occupies the middle ground be- 
tween the view which esteems the body as all in all, 
so that life after death is degraded, as in Homer (18), 
into a melancholy and shadow-like existence, — a view 
whose necessary consequence is the motto, ' Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die ' (19) ; and the 
spiritualistic view of Plato, which regards the body as 
a prison and a fetter, to be freed from which, and trans- 
posed into a state of pure existence, forms the happi- 
ness of man, and is a consummation which cannot 
take place too soon — a doctrine whose proximate 
consequence is the stoical wisdom of suicide. Accord- 
ing to the biblical view, the body is essential to man's 
completeness ; therefore also to his complete well- 
being, whether present or future. As the interrup- 
tion of corporeal existence, or the loosening of the 
union between body and soul in certain conditions, is 
a morbid state of existence, and an interruption of the 
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true well-beiiig of man, so is their entire separation 
and the reduction to a purely spiritual existence by 
death, in a certain sense the most diseased state 
of man, who does not re-attain true health till 
the restoration of the true harmony of. soul and 
body. 

The body is not, however, merely essential to man; 
it is also of fundamental importanca The entire 
spiritual life is rooted in this corporeal soilj and uses 
the bodily organism as its instrument. The spirit has 
no independent agency ; it acts only through and in 
the body. It can manifest itself only by means of 
its necessary instrument, the body. Hence every 
disturbance of the body will produce, by reaction, a 
corresponding disturbance in the mode in which the 
mind is accustomed to manifest itself. What we call 
mental disease, because the mind's mode of manifes- 
tation seems disturbed, is in fact a bodily disorder. 
It is the disorder of its corporeal instrument which 
makes the mind appear disordered. When the strings 
of the instrument are out of tune, though the piece 
of music be correct, and the player perform it with 
the greatest accuracy, its execution will produce but 
discord. It is thus that we must understand the 
intellectual dullness of old age. It is the bodily 
organism which refuses its office, and the mind, thus 
hindered in its external manifestations, retires into 
its own secret world, and very little of it can be seen 
through the veil of the body. It has not really 
shrunk or dwindled away ; all that is at fault is the 
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external manifestation and instrumentality of the 
bodily organism. 

Such importance, then, does the scriptural view, 
which, by its recognition of the truth of materialistic 
modes of thought shows itself to be by no means 
spiritualistic, give to the body. 

5. But it certainly speaks no less decidedly of the 
8oul, the independent spiritual principle in man, and 
not a mere function of the bodily organ ; that also by 
which man stands in relationship and connection with 
God. The simplest observation has from of old led 
to this doctrine. For man oflfers two different aspects 
for contemplation, the one the external, the sensuous, 
the apparent ; the other, the inner world of thought 
and feeling, leading beyond the realm of sense, and 
causing us to perceive the connection of man with a 
super-sensuous world of mind, whose centre is God. 
The doctrine of the existence of the soul is a neces- 
sary premiss of all religion, of all morality, nay, of 
every exalted and intellectual view of human life. 
If man has no soul^ human life is equally without a 
soul, — without the soul of poetry, the soul of every 
exalted emotion, the soul of the fellowship of hearts, 
of moral consciousness and moral effort, and finally 
of life in and for God. In short, the whole world is 
but a flower-grown cemetery. We have, however, 
the direct assurance of our feelings that we do possess 
a soul, — i.e., an independent principle of spiritual 
life, interwoven, indeed, most intimately with the 
bodily principle, yet neither identical with it nor its 
mere manifestation. 
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But it is said that this is all a delusion, and that 
there is no other life than material life. You un- 
doubtedly remember the animated contest on this 
matter, called forth by Rud. Wagner's attack upon 
materialistic opinions, and Karl Vogt's reply, about 
nine years since, a contest which still continues to 
exercise both minds and pens. (20) Let us pause 
awhile to consider this psychologic mcUerialidTri ! 

The notion of the soul is a universal one. It is 
found a'mong all nations and in all stages of civiliza- 
tion. It is therefore a necessary and not an acci-p 
dental notion. Whence, then, is it derived, if it is 
•not the expression of a corresponding reality 1 There 
is nothing of which we feel more certainty than of the 
existence of the soul. We are as certain that the 
soul exists as that God exists. Utterly vain is the 
attempt to deny it. My very doubt and denial do 
but manifest the power of thought within me, and 
therefore the spiritual principle which thinks. But 
as the attempt to deny God, whom we cannot help 
knowing, has ever been made, so also has the attempt 
to deny the soul's existence. And this denial has 
been made the starting point of an entirely material 
view of the world. 

This view, which was revived towards the close of 
the last century, was one already known to the ancient 
world. It is founded upon sensualism, i.e., upon 
that philosophy which makes the perceptions of the 
senses the foundation of all truth, and lays down 
the general maxim, that only sensible reality and 

I 
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truth, and hence only sensible perception^ is the 
source of all knowledge of truth. Ludwig Feuerbach 
gave to these opinions a consistent philosophic form. 
The advocates of materialism within the province of 
natural science have but re-echoed Feuerbach's pro- 
positions, and scarcely one can be found in the writ- 
ings of all these scholars, which had not previously 
been denounced by him. The general principle of 
these opinions is the denial of the super-sensuous, as 
Virchow, e.gr., acknowledges, when he says (ilrofciu / 
PdthoL Studien, ii. p. 9) : ' The natural philosopher 
knows only of bodies and bodily properties ; whatever 
is beyond these he calls transcendental, and regards 
transcendentalism (i.e., the super-sensuous) as an aber- 
ration of the mind. Hence it is inferred that what 
we call to mind is but the agency of matter ; that the 
so-called soul is only a collective term for the sum 
total of nervous processes, '' a dust heap, as a physio- 
logist called it, which is dispersed again just as it was 
swept together," and is itself really as material and 
mortal as the organ of which it is the function ; that 
thought is the product of the brain, the quality of the 
brain determining the nature of the thoughts. The 
negro has a less perfectly formed brain, and hence less 
intelligence. In the child the brain is as yet imde- 
veloped, therefore his thoughts are so also ; in the 
aged it has dwindled, therefore his thoughts have 
done the same ; in women it is of less circumference 
and weight, hence also their thinking powers do not 
equal those of men. A disease which affects the 
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brain affects also the reason. A diseased brain is a 
mental malady. When animals have been deprived 
of single portions of the brain, they have lost there- 
with parts of their intellectual faculties, and therefore 
of their souls, which are, as it were, taken away 
piecemeal. (21) Hence, what we call thought, soul, 
mind, is only a product of the brain, just as bile is a 
product of the liver, etc. The brain secretes thought, 
the phosphorus in the brain is that which thinks. 
" No phosphorus, no thought." Hence everything 
depends on the quality, and the quality upon the 
nourishment of the brain, — that is, upon the food in 
general " As a man eateth, so is be." ** Man is the 
sum total of parents, nurse, place, time, air, water, 
sound, light, food, and clothing; his will is the 
necessary result of all these causes, and bound to 
natural law. Thought is matter in motion, a displace- 
ment of the material of the brain ; even consciousness 
is nothing but a property of matter. Sin is that 
which is unnatural, and not the choosing to do evil " 
(Moleschott). '* In fact^ there is no such thing as sin, 
and therefore no justice in punishment." " To under- 
stand everything, means to excuse everything." Thus 
morality ceases to exist, and ethics are transformed 
into a bill of fare, (22) 

There are, indeed, individual advocates of mate- 
rialism who reject its ultimate results. Such men as 
Virchow and Burmeister think they can combine 
moral freedom and responsibility with this doctrine. 
But though, such inconsistency does honour to their 
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hearts^ it does cot therefore cease to be an inconsis- 
tency. As long as a belief in the super-sensuous is 
regarded as an aberration of the mind, every attempt 
to escape the results of the materialistic principle is 
but vain. (23) 

These opinions are more widely spread than is sup- 
posed. They coincide with the inclinations of the 
times. It cannot be denied that utilitarianism, whose 
motive power is selfishness, is the ruling principle of 
the age. Now materialism being the scientific justi- 
fication of such a principle, it is not marvellous that 
they are so well Agreed. 

Materialism sets out from the two fundamsTital 
notions, that all knowledge originates from sensuous 
perception, and that what we call mind, etc., is an 
agency of matter. (24) Both these propositions are, 
however, but frivolous assertions. 

If all thoughts are said to be the product of i/mprea- 
aions on the senses, then there are no such things as 
thoughts in general, but only conceptions. Never- 
theless we have thoughts even concerning those things 
which are not objects of sense ; we have ideas which 
have nothing to do with aught material, which are of 
a purely intellectual nature ; nay, we have thoughts of 
the absolute, in which we entirely leave the world of 
things and sense. We form judgments and conclu- 
sions which show an independent mental faculty ; nay, 
we exercise a criticism upon what is sensibly evi- 
dent, and thus have within us convictions which are 
opposed to the sensible impression. Besides, we do 
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not think only of those things which are objects of 
sense ; we think also about our thoughts themselves, 
which are certainly anything but evident to the 
senses. Hence thought is not a mere result of im- 
pressions on the senses, but also of an independent 
mental principle. 

Materialism says, in the next place, that what we 
call mind, soul, reason, etc., is a product of the brain; 
that the quality of the mind depends upon the quality 
of the brain ; that the soul is only a function of the 
corporeal organism. Well, then, — it has been rightly 
answered, (25) — in this case all thought is necessary, 
and I am as incapable of changing my thoughts as of 
altering my brain. Then, too, we must cease from 
all efforts to make a man alter his opinions, or bring 
him to a better mind ; for he cannot think otherwise 
than the material brain in his head thinks. It is 
very difficult, therefore, to see why materialists should 
give themselves the trouble of writing books to per- 
suade us to embrace their views, if we cannot possibly 
think in opposition to the dictates of our brain ! They 
surely ought to use some very different means to bring 
us to better thoughts. But we would ask, is not logic 
the same to all men, and under all circumstances, in 
all climates, and amidst all modes of life, etc. ; and 
therefore an act of thought independent of the quality 
of the brain ? Are not truth and knowledge indepen- 
dent of age, and of the development or shrinking of 
the brain ? Are not religious and moral truth the 
same at all seasons of life, and is not an acquaintance 
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with them equally possible to all t Nay, we know that 
in extreme old age, and even at the point of death, 
when the brain has utterly shrunk, and is beginning 
to refuse its office, the most remarkable elevation of 
mind may take place ; (26j and special importance has 
been in all ages attributed to dying words, — an evi- 
dent proof that the soul is not one and the same with 
the function of the brain. 

Certainly the brain is the organ of thought, the 
instrument of the mind. But every instrument re- 
quires a player; otherwise, though all harmonies should 
be contained in its strings, and it were capable of 
expressing every musical idea, it would be but silent. 
Materialism confounds the necessary condition of 
activity with its cause. The brain is the necessary 
condition of mental activity but not its cause, not the 
mental principle itself. The error which has crept in, 
and lies at the foundation of this doctrine, is that 
the organ of mental activity is made the cause of 
mental life itself. Because I can only think by means 
of my brain, therefore it is inferred that it is my 
brain itself that thinks. * A fallacy' which Liebig, in 
particular, has pointed out in his Chemical Letters. (27) 
Vogt, however, exclaims, * Only show us the soul ! ' 
Well, let him too show us his Reason. Because no 
microscope can show us the mind, is that any reason 
it should not exist ? How do we know that the world 
of the microscope is the whole world ? Why should 
the microscope be the medium of our acquaintance 
with the mind ? Is there no attachment, fidelity, or 
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friendsbip among men, no affections or sentiments^ 
because the scalpel of the anatomist can detect none 
of these imperceptible powers in the human body ? 
What right have we to make sensuous perception the 
standard of all things ? (28) 

It is one of the legitimate efforts of the day to 
found all theories upon facts, and it is this which has 
given rise in France to a special philosophy, the so- 
called Positivism of Auguste Comte. (29) But this 
movement has its followers everywhere, though with- 
out this name. Facts alone are acknowledged, and the 
fanciful theories and the abstract speculations of an 
earli^ period are universally rejected. The realm of 
fact, however, extends beyond such as are evident to 
the senses. There are facts which are no less certain 
than those which are matters of sensible experience ; 
and there are three facts which are utterly destructive 
of materialistic opinions, — the facts of mental, of 
moral, and of religious consciousness. 

The first fact is that of thought, and especially of 
self-conaciouaness. If all thought is but the brain's 
own' product, — how does it set itself thinking ? The 
brain is but an organ, — who puts this, organ in motion ? 
To do this a power is needed, which is not itself of a 
kind appreciable by the senses. This motive power 
must be of a kind corresponding to its effect, i,e., it 
must be of a mental kind. The highest effect pro- 
duced by this mental power is aelf-consdousnesa. 
How can this be designated a mere action of the brain, 
when it is rather a mental act of man entirely un- 
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paralleled in the whole remaining terrestrial creation ? 
Something answering to reflection and judgment is 
found even among animals ; but self-consciousness, that 
most purely mental act, by which man separates him- 
self from all that is about him, and comprehends and 
thinks of himself in his oneness with himself, is specific; 
it is an absolutely new principle, and one which raises 
man far above all other living beings. And this self- 
consciousness remains the same under all changes, 
whether external or internal, which may happen to 
man. It is absurd to call that which is an abstraction 
&om all matter, a product of matter. 

The second fact is moral coTtsciousnesa. For my 
conscience^ or moral consciousness, is as much a fact 
as my body. It is not a result of persuasion, educa- 
tion, or cultivation, but an inward moral voice which 
perceptibly echoes every moral testimony from with- 
out. Wherever a human being is found, we find in 
him this moral consciousness. It may be obscured or 
perverted, yet it still exists, it is still the foundation 
in the midst of all its perversion. 

Nor is religiovs consciousness — that inward attrac- 
tion of man towards a higher power, reflected and 
attested by his consciousness — an attestation which 
can neither be refuted nor avoided wherever man 
exists, — less a fact of his mental life. And even if 
it be declared an error, the fact of its existence must 
be acknowledged, and its possibility accounted for. 
It is, however, an impossibility if nothing exists but 
what is a product of matter. 
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It is on these three facts that the whole higher life 
of man depends. Materialism, however, denies this 
higher life, aod gives us in exchange a brutalization 
of humanity, thinking it but proud presumption on 
the part of man to exalt himself so far above the 
brute creation, (so) 

6. How dififerent is the scriptural view of the 
nature and destiny of man ! 

Scripture beholds in man a recapitulation, in a 
more exalted sense, of his world, i.e., of this earthly 
creation. Man has ever been called a microcosm ; and 
true as this is in a physical, it is still more so in a 
spiritual and intellectual sense. Life pervades all 
nature, but it attains its highest degree of perfection 
in man. Man appears as the aim of all its preceding 
gradations, and hence also as their determining law. 
Man is the pre-existent idea upon which they were all 
based, and which, after approximating to him in a 
constantly ascending series, at length finds in him its 
realization. Hence all the lower grades are, as it 
were, stored up in man. 

The first half of the divine work of creation closed, 
as the Scripture informs us, with the vegetable world. 
In it nature first attained organic form and develop- 
ment. The plant at the close of the first half answers to 
man at the close of the second ; his body, that highest 
sensuous organism, is the more exalted counterpart 
of the first growing organism, the plant Even man's 
body shows his high destiny. Its wondrous structure 
everywhere testifies that he is destined to the most 
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exalted kind of earthly life — to mental life ; and the 
presence of mind is everjrwhere impressed upon his 
outward form. Proudly erect, he steps forth upon the 
earth as its ruler. His feet rest upon the ground, but 
his head is lifted towards heaven ; and his glance 
reaches far into distance, sweeping over a widely ex- 
tended surface of the earth, and up to the hurrying 
clouds. Upon his countenance rests the invisible 
mind, and gives it its ever-varying expression; thought 
reigns upon his arched brow, and feeling plays about 
his changing mouth, while from his eyes is spoken the 
secret of a hidden life. This spiritual life manifests 
itself even in the separate members of the body ; and 
it has justly been observed that his very hand betrays 
the king of the earth. Of all the corporeal forms of 
earth, there is none whose structure can bear even the 
most distant comparison in marvellousness and import- 
ance with the human body: Man, with the life which 
stirs within him, and produces the various activities 
of his corporeal exL^tence, is the recapitulation in a 
higher degree of all growing corporeal life. 

In the animal kingdom a new world — viz., that of 
sense and instinct of feelings and desires — ^appears. 
And this whole world of sense, this life of sensation 
and instinct, is also found harmoniously blended in 
man. Those qualities which in the animal world 
are divided and portioned out singly to individuals, 
are in man unitfed in one compendious whole. He is 
the more exalted counterpart of the animal, — ^raised, 
however, to the sphere of. mental freedom. All his 
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senses, instincts, and feelings, how sensuous soever may 
be their nature, are spiritualized and ennobled, freed 
from subjection to necessity and passion, and exalted 
to the sphere of liberty. They have lost nothing of 
their strength and vitality, though they have ceased 
to be rulers and have become subjects. On the con- 
trary, it is their very subjection to the power of the 
mind which ennobles and transfigures them.. 

But man is the more exalted counterpart of the 
animal world, only because there is also in him a still 
higher principle, raising him far above the highest 
phase of animal life. Man has a reasonable soul, i.e,, 
personality. (8i) This is somewhat specifically new 
in the whole circle of organic life. A world of mental 
endowments and powers is united in man, which, on 
the one hand, have their roots in a sensuous organism, 
on the other, unite in an inward point, in which this 
collective life forms an internal unity with itself in 
the Ego. That fulness of gifts and powers which 
surround, as it were, this Ego, forms its collective 
organism, the many-membered instrument handled by 
the Ego. The Ego is the ruler who, as a free pleni- 
potentiary and autocrat, disposes thereof. In the Ego, 
man is with himself, and from it he manifests himself. 
The essential manifestations of this Ego are conscious 
thought and free-will. 

Man possesses thought And in possessing thought 
he is a partaker of that which is Divine. The animal 
has sensations, notions, impulses, etc., but thought, 
properly so called, belongs to man alone. It is 
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thought upon which all existence is founded ; for it 
ifi the eternal thoughts of God which have found their 
self-realization in the world. Hence it is after the 
Divine likeness that man, too, has thoughts which he 
is enabled to realize. And it is because he has 
thought that he has also langiiage. For the fact 
that he speaks is the outward manifestation of the 
fact that he thinks. Thought is the inner language 
of the mind, which becomes incorporate [in words. 
Animals do not speak because they do not think. 
Their speech is only a general expression of sensation, 
because their soul-life does not go beyond feeling, 
while that of man extends to thinking. Man's think- 
ing, however, has not merely individual signification, 
but he carries in his thoughts general truths. Logical 
truths are universally valid. In them man raises him- 
self above individual to collective mental life, lives his 
own mental life in connection therewith, reasons con- 
cerning it, and expresses its essential laws in logical 
truths. But man not only thinks of these formal laws 
of general mental life, but also of its material truths — 
the general ideas of the true, the good, and the 
beautiful Man knows and thinks of the world of 
ideas, whose origin is in Qod, and which has been 
realized in this sensible world^a sign that not merely 
this, but a higher world is his home. He thinks of 
eternity ; he thinks of God — a sign that he is destined 
for eternity, for God. Thus the thought of man 
ranges from the lowest grades to the very highest, 
while it remains at the same time with itself, and 
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combines into a unity witli itself. Man thinks of 
himself, and thus makes his own existence a fact of 
his consciousness. In this consciousness man assumes 
himself; it is an act in which he imitates creation, 
and manifests that man is made in the image of Qod. 
Man has thoughts ; thoughts of the Highest, and 
thoughts of himself. This is one aspect of his like- 
ness' to God. The other is, that he has free-will. The 
animal has instinct, man has will ; in other words, it 
is not anything apart from himself, not a mere influ- 
ence from without or from his own nature, which 
determines him, but his acts proceed ultimately from 
himself. He has within himself a certain point of 
freedom upon which no external agency, no emotion 
of his own nature — no, not even the strongest and 
most, passionate, no eflfect of his individual peculiarity, 
no power of custom can encroach, and so determine a 
man to will or to act, that he can do no otherwise. 
Much as he may be influenced by outward circum- 
stances, inward emotions, or impelling motives, it is 
man's own resolution which makes the final decision. 
His power of voluntary action proves his freedom, 
which remains the same, even when he allows himself 
to be guided and determined in his actions by motives 
and circumstances. For it is not these motives and 
circumstances which wiU for him, so that his wilUng 
and doing are but the form in which the law of neces- 
sity is fulfilled ; but it is by an act of his own free 
self-determination that he accommodates his will to 
circumstances, instead of withdrawing it from them. 



142 Lect, Y, — Man. 

The ultimate cause of his actions is his decision ; it is 
not that he must, but that he will ; and ihert is nM> 
such thing as being obliged to will {es gibt kein 
WollenTniissen). In individual cases he can even not 
will ; he can will otherwise than he does : he can 
choose. To will means to exercise a free decision ; 
and this freedom implies the power of being able to 
decide otherwise — ^the power of choice. It is upon 
this that all responsibility and moral accountability 
depend. I can leave undone what I do, I can do 
what I leave undone ; my act is my own free choice. 
Herein man resembles Ood. For the highest 
thing that can be said of God is, that He is His 
own master. So also is man, who is made in God's 
likeness, his own master by means of his will. 

Now, the thing chiefly needed in this free-will is 
strength ofwiU, (82) It is not enough to have thought, 
to be rich in intellect ; we need also strength of will. 
Impotence of will is a misfortime ; and when it is 
characteristic of an age, or of a race, it is a public mis- 
fortune. * It is only in the will there is help.' For 
will is the power of action, and action alone is truly 
life. Strength of will must be educated and developed ; 
and this is doubly necessary in times like ours, when 
' paleness of thought' makes the life sickly, and 
when constant critical reflection fastens like rust upon 
the metal of the will, and takes from it all its sharp- 
ness and power ; or when the pursuit of ever- varying 
intellectual enjoyments dissipates it, and deprives it of 
that concentration which it needs for energetic action. 



Man's Free WUl 143 

But mere streDgth of will is not sufficient ; we need 
independence of will — a will which neither surrenders 
nor exposes itself unresistingly to influences from 
within or from without, to the tendencies of the age, 
the opinions of the day, or even the force of its own 
nature. A man must be himself, and must wiU to 
remain equal and true to himself ; in other words, he 
must have character ; for character is decided, deeply 
marked self-consistency in will and deed. The main 
thing, however, is the moral quality of the charad;er, 
that that truth of man which is godlike should be 
manifested and expressed thereby. It is this which 
makes character truly moral, and even godlike. 
Character may exist in the wicked as well as in the 
good. We may wonder at the former, but we can 
love and trust only the latter. An idea is realized in 
the moral personality and character, and the highest 
idea which man can realize is God's idea of him. This 
conformity to Qod is truth of character, and herein is 
human personality perfected. 

Man, then, thus constituted of body and soul, a 
spiritual corporeal organism, and a free personality 
occupies a twofold position. He stands in relation to 
God, he stands in relation to the world. With respect 
to the world, he is its lord ; with respect to God, he 
is His image. 

He forms the bond of union between two worlds, 
this world of sense, and the higher world, which is 
beyond th^ province of the senses. 

He is a recapitulation of the world, a microcosm, a 
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little world in himself; but a compendium superior 
to the world, the world in a personality, and therefore 
its free lord and master. Even his outward appear- 
ance proclaims his dominion. Man's actual condition 
is indeed often one of pitiable mutilation ; but his 
original features, though disfigured, may yet be 
recognised, and these betray the king. It is true 
that we are dependent upon the powers of nature — 
weak and impotent before these mighty forces ; but 
in the midst of all our weakness and dependence, we 
have the consciousness of internal freedom ; though 
conquered, we triumph in spirit ; and though cast 
down to the dust, we soar in spirit beyond the stars. 
Man is the lord of all things. He is their lord, first 
by his knowledge; for knowledge is a sign and 
exercise of authority. By my knowledge of anything 
I am inwardly master thereof, and make it both my 
property and my subject. By his knowledge, man 
occupies a prophetic position in the world. His mind 
penetrates into the nature of things, and investigates 
their ultimate causes. He transposes the things of 
this world — the things perceived by the senses — ^into 
mental images, in which the truth is separated from 
the husk with which it was encompassed ; he passes 
beyond the limits of the senses into the world of 
mental ideas, the fundamental types of things sensible, 
and thus seizes on the eternal truth contained in the 
perishable. This knowledge is at present obscured, 
and remains but partial during life ; but even in the 
fragments we at present possess^ the prophetic mind 
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is seen hastening upon the wings of thought, with a 
motion more rapid than that of light, along the tracks 
of this world, and soaring out of time into eternity. 
There is nothing which is unapproachable by his 
knowledge, nor should anything be excluded from it. 
It would be a mistaken care for Christianity and 
salvation to attempt to limit man's love of knowledge, 
or to set bounds to its acquirements. It is not 
knowledge, as such, which puflfeth up ; but knowledge 
unaccompanied by a truly humble, self-renouncing 
love of truth. The whole world was given to man 
that he might rule it, and the first manifestation of 
his dominion over it is his knowledge of it. 

But the second form of his dominion is, that he 
should actually subject his world to himself To his 
knowledge is united power. The knowledge of his 
mind must become the rod of power in his hand, com- 
manding even the most secret powers of nature to 
submit themselves to his will, and binding them like 
well-trained steeds to the chariot in which he makes 
his triumphal procession through the whole earth, 
neither pausing nor resting till he has passed through 
its remotest steppes, and tamed even the most resisting 
powers of nature. Thus do his reason and his will 
govern the world, his knowledge and power subjugate 
it. And this world, which by the power of his know- 
ledge and the force of his will he thus conquers, enters 
at the same time into his inmost being, is reflected in 
his imagination^ and re-echoed in his feeling. It 
dwells within him as a world of images, a world of 
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Bounds^ a world of emotions and feelings. The whole 
external world finds an echo in the little world within, 
and is reproduced in the various forms of artistic 
delineation — in painting, music, poetry ; and, as the 
world's intellectual reflection iUumined, beautified, 
spiritualized, transfigured, surpasses the outward world 
of reality. In his imitative efforts man resembles 
his Creator, and reproduces in portraiture that world 
which the great Architect first created. 

It is by this multiform agency of knowledge and 
power that man ful61s his earthly vocation. 

But man belongs not to this world alone. (33) His 
spirit dwells on the borders of a better world, which 
projects into this life, and has other laws than 
those of our natural life. Our destination is not 
accomplished in this life, nor does it attain its end in 
culture and its progress. We have a still higher des- 
tination, in which alone our soul can be truly satisfied, 
-^a destination which directs us beyond time and 
space, which directs us to God. It may be said that 
the question of a higher world, the question of the 
supernatural, is the question of the age. The tendency 
of the age is to deny it. * Such rich domams of this 
visible world have been opened up to us, that we are 
seduced into thinking that it is all that exists, all that 
we need. But the denial of another and better world 
is a degradation of man. It robs hiifn of his highest 
glory ; for this consists in penetrating into that 
spiritual world of which Qod is the Lord, and Jesus 
Christ the revelation. Such a denial is a misconcep- 
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tion of man's essential nature. For it is our essential 
nature that we have eternity within us, and are 
created for eternity. It is this eternity which we 
ought to cany into and impress upon this perishable 
world, that it may become a vessel filled with eternal 
treasures. It is our highest dignity, that though placed 
in this transitory world, we are destined for an eternal 
one — that is, for God. Prophets and kings of this 
visible world, we are at the same time priests of (he 
eternal world; for it is our sublime and glorious 
part as priests to consecrate all that we prophetically 
know and royally rule — ^all those mental images and 
emotions of our inner world which with creative agency 
we fashion into forms, sounds, and words of beauty — 
to Him after whose likeness we were made, and for 
whose glory we were created. Man's true relation 
to the world is found in his relation to Ood, We 
bear His features, we boast of being His oflfspring ; 
if man is a minor world, he is at the same time a 
minor god — God's representative upon earth, to offer 
up himself and the world to God, and to be the living 
bond between God and the world. In other words, 
man's highest destination and his true life, is religion. 
And the destination of religion is to be the soul of 
this earthly life. 



LECTURE VI. 



RELIGION. 




ELIGION is a universal fact. It is found 
among all nations. However perverted 
alienated, degraded, there is still 
everywhere a common impulse, a universal instinct 
which seeks its satisfaction and manifests itself 
in religious forms and ceremonies. ' You may see 
states,' says Plutarch, ' without walls, without laws, 
without coins, without writing ; but a people without 
a god, without prayer, without religious exercises and 
sacrifices, has no man seen.' (}) For a consciousness 
of the existence of God everywhere exists, and man 
cannot think of God without attributing to himself 
some kind of relation towards Him ;' and this is 
religion. The universality of religion is a proof of 
its intrinsic necessity. It is not a notion which men 
may have or may be without. They cannot help 
having religion. It is not the invention of individuals 
which others may have let themselves be persuaded 
into. It can as little be called an invention as eat- 
ing, drinking, sleeping, or talking. It is a thing 
natural, intrinsically necessary, rooted in 7nan*8 very 
nature. As surely as the idea of God is rooted in 
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man's nature, so surely does this idea presuppose a real 
relation to this God Whom man knows, from Whom 
and to Whom be knows himself to be, and Whom he 
acknowledges as the reason and aim of his existence; 
and this is religion. Religion is an inalienable, intrin- 
sic possession of man. The very existence of man pre- 
supposes the religious craving, the seeking after God. 
God and man cannot remain apart from each other, 
cannot maintain indifference towards each other : they 
struggle towards each other from an intrinsic necessity, 
they exist for each other ; for God will be the God of 
man^ and man is to be a man of God, There is in 
God an inward tendency towards man ; for he willed 
that man should exist: man is the first and last thought 
of God, the resolution of His will, the beloved of His 
heart. There is in man an inward tendency towards 
God ; for he proceeded from the will of God, he was 
made by and for God. The will of God, as it is the 
reason of his existence, is also the law of his life, 
and the aim of his efforts. God is the deepest need 
of man, his highest aim, and that for which he is 
incessantly striving. Man must strive. To live is to 
strive. He who does not strive has ceased to live. 
But man must not only strive ; his striving must be 
directed towards the highest object of which he can 
form a conception. In the greatness of the end which 
he sets before himself, consists the greatness of man 
himself. Only the highest aim of his efforts, the highest 
object of his thoughts, of his will, of his heart, is quite 
worthy of man, or capable of affording him satisfac- 
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tion. God is this highest object. The whole life of 
our soul, all the powers of our mind, do not find their 
aim, their truth till they find God. In Him the heart 
finds its happiness, the reason its truth, the will its 
true freedom. The heart is ever disquieted in the 
world ; it cannot find its rest in things transitory ; it 
can only find repose in a great heart — in God. Our 
reason ascends from the particular to the general, to 
the absolute, to the highest reason, to the highest 
truth. This highest object of which we think, — ^which, 
in thinking of, we seek, must be analogous to the 
thinking mind ; not. a thing, not an abstraction, but 
itself a thinking mind, an absolute Ego— God. * Give 
me a great thought,' says Herder frequently, ' that I 
may live upon it.' (^ The greatest thought, and that 
on which we truly live, is God. The tuill strives 
after freedom, after moral freedom. It seeks it in 
moral perfection, in the realization of the moral law ; 
and does not find its freedom, and therefore its truth, 
till it finds it in the union of the finite will with the 
supreme will — with God. In short, man strives after 
the infinite, but the infinite has reality in God alone. 
Man is for God, and tends towards Him. Communion 
with God is the truth of man, religion his true life. 
Without religion he cannot be truly called man. 

Religion is rooted in our very nature. There is a tie 
between us and God — a tie of relationship. We are 
His oflspring. As the voice of blood forms among 
men a bond of fellowship, so is the tie of relationship 
between us and God an attraction which draws our 
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souls upwards to Him. When the noise of external 
life is silenced, when the inward voices are hushed, 
and' our minds turn within, we feel this attraction. 
It draws us all involuntarily towards the supreme and 
the infinite ; and we all have within a craving to sur> 
render ourselves to this Supreme Being, that in Him 
we may first find our true selves, but purified and 
fireed from every evil quality. It is a craving for love, 
for personal love, for fellowship, for intimate familiar 
intercourse— a craving after God, an attraction towards 
Him. Aj3 the eye seeks light, and as it is both its 
nature and necessity to seek it, so do our thoughts 
seek the light of eternal truth, ' the sun of our souls,' 
our heart's eternal love — God. As the master law of 
attraction pervades all nature, so does a. law of mental 
moral, and spiritual attraction proceeding from God, 
the Sun of the universe, pervade the world of mind. 
As iron tends towards the magnet^ as rivera empty 
themselves into the sea, as the stone is attracted to- 
wards the earth, so is the soul drawn to God, its origin, 
its home. We may restrain the tendency of things, 
but we cannot abolish the law of attraction. We may 
oppose and obstruct our souls and their search after 
God, but we cannot eradicate from our hearts the 
attraction towards Grod, it remains a law of our being. 
The heart may err, may deceive itself, may choose that 
which is not God, — the mean, the perishable, — nay, 
even that which is opposed to God ; yet, after all, it 
is really intending God, it is craving after Him, and 
will not find happiness till it finds Him. (3) This tie 
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between God and us, this attraction of the soul towards 
Him, is the foundation of all religion, all positive reli- 
gion, all revelation. 

Such is the basis of religion in man, we pass on to 
its dwelling-place in his inmost soul. 

Religion is a direct, an intrinsic fact of human 
life. To convince the irreligious generation of his 
days of this truth, was the act of Schleiermacher — an 
act most fruitful in results. And it is certain that 
religion is present in man's inmost being, prior to all 
reflection, to all religious thought and feeling. It is 
the hearth on which the inward fire is kindled ; its 
place is in the very centre of man's being. It is im- 
possible to fix upon any single mental faculty and 
designate it as the abode of religion, which is rather 
found where all the intellectual and spiritual faculties 
combine to form a direct unity. Religion is a matter 
of knowledge : for to know God and Christ is eternal 
life (John xvii. 3). And naturally so : for that which 
is the concern of our inner life, and of supreme interest, 
must be also a matter of knowledge. But religion is 
not merely a subject of knowledge, since it would then 
consist merely of doctrines which may be known, and 
would not be a life which must be lived. Knowledge 
does not make a man pious, nor does orthodoxy coti- 
stitute him a believer. It is a matter of the will : 
for it must be a moral act, and Jesus himself describes 
a willingness to do God's will as the path to truth 
(John vii. 17). Nor does anything become of true 
value to us till the consent of the will bestows import- 
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ance upon it. But religion is not a mere willing 
and doing, it is also a matter oi feding : for it is the 
happiness (Gal. iv. 1 5), the joy of man — ^peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom. xiv. 1 7). But neither ' 
is it this alone ; it is at once knowing, willing, and 
feeling* because it is the matter of the whole inner 
man, of the root of his personal life, whether we call 
this mind, nature, or as Scripture designates it, the 
heart. For the Bible transfers the abode of religion, 
and the presence of religious life, to the heart. The 
word must pierce the heart (Acts ii. 37) ; the heart 
must be open to the word (Acts xvi. 1 4) ; the heart 
is the organ of faith (Rom. x. 10). This inner life, 
which we call religion, assumes dififerent forms in 
diflferent cases : with some it takes more the form of 
knowledge, with others more that of will, with others 
more that of feeling ; but under all its various aspects, 
its nature, where it is genuine and true, is ever one 
and the same. (4) 

This religion, then, which is thus the matter of our 
inmost soul — what is it ? s^d wherein does its essence 
consist 7 

We cannot but reply that its primary form is faith, 
All religion is faith; for faith is that mental act in 
which my whole inner being, my knowledge, feeling, 
and will, combine in uniting themselves to that which 
is the object of my faith. Scripture defines faith as 
' the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen ' (Heb. xi. 1). Hence faith is not a 
mere opinion or view, but an assured confidence, and 



154 Lect VI, — Religion, 

that of things beyond the reach of the senses. The 
objects of faith are ever invisible; for what a man 
sees is not a matter of faith but of vision. But what 
is not seen, and yet believed in, is not merely admitted 
and esteemed to be true, but becomes a matter of the 
firmest persuasion. And this persuasion is not arbi- 
trary or imaginary, but is inwardly confirmed. All 
faith rests upon such confirmation ; not, indeed, upon 
a demonstration addressed to the intellect, but upon 
direct inward conviction, by means of which I have a 
direct perception of the matter in question, and receive 
an irresistible impression thereof. This inward con- 
viction and experience is the foundation of all true 
faith. If 1 am so persuaded of the friendship and 
love of a fellow-man as to feel secure of it, in spite of 
all that may be said by others, and even in spite of 
appearances to the contrary, what other reason have I 
for believing in it than that I have reoeived an inward 
impression which has produced this direct and con- 
fident assurance ? It is upon this inward experience 
that my faith is founded. And this is the case also 
with religious faith. For the object of religious faith, 
though invisible and beyond the grasp of sense, is as 
much a reality as the love or friendship of a man. I 
am therefore as capable of being inwardly affected 
by it, and of a direct experience and feeling of its 
influence and effects. That which has become in this 
direct manner my own inward possession, I may, and 
indeed must, then be able to justify by reasonable 
argument ; but faith does not ultimately rest upon 
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such justifications and proofs, but is a direct matter 
of the inner life. 

In this directness, feeling, knowledge, and will 
combine. For as, in the matter of human love or 
friendship, I first feel, i.e., inwardly perceive, that 
some one loves me, and my heart is touched thereby, 
so also is religious faith just as direct a perception and 
emotion produced by the eternal world, and by God 
himself, and therefore a feeling. But with this feeling 
is combined at the same time a direct knowledge. 
Much that concerns the object of my faith may still 
remain concealed and unknown, but its inmost and 
peculiar nature is directly evident to me, and becomes 
a part of my knowledge when I inwardly perceive and 
am moved by it. And this is a knowledge in which 
full persuasion and firm assurance are inherent, because 
it is a knowledge based upon experience. What, then, 
I accept by means of such knowledge and assurance, 
becomes at the same time a matter of my will. For 
it is an act of my will that I heartily combine with 
what I believe, and make it a part of my inner life. 
Faith is a free act. Faith is, in one aspect, involun- 
tary ; he who believes cannot help believing : it is, 
so to speak, inflicted upon him ; he is vanquished, he 
is forced to believe. But, again, it is an act, and his 
own act, that he believes ; for, as Fichte says, faith is 
the will's determination to let knowledge have its 
legitimate effect. (5) Faith is not based upon a 
demonstration which so compels my assent that I 
can no more help believing than in the case of 
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mathematical axioms, but upon a moral conviction, 
which makes me willing to believe. And he who is 
unwilling to believe can by no means be brought to 
do so : God has taken care that he should ever find 
seemingly sufficient reasons and excuses for his lack 
of faith, which hide, even from himself, that deepest 
cause of his unbelief, his unwillingness to believe. 
Faith is a free, because a moral act ; yet not an act 
of mere inclination and caprice, but one whose cause 
is found within a man's heart, for it is based upon 
the inward conviction of our moral nature of the 
truth and reality of what we believe. 

Love and hope are united with, and included in, 
this faith. For faith's appropriation does not take 
place without love's surrender. All hearty appropria- 
tion requires surrender to that which we appropriate, 
whether such appropriation result fi^om faith or know- 
ledge. All true knowledge requires that we should 
both love and be engrossed by the object of knowledge. 
I cannot fully believe in and accept the love of another, 
unless there is the surrender of love within my own 
heart So neither is religious faith unaccompanied 
by love. Love is the present life of religion. And 
this present life is accompanied by hope's assurance of 
the future, for God is a God of the future, and I 
cannot rejoice in present communion with Him with- 
out being happily certain of enjoying it in the future. 
Love and hope combine with faith in the one har- 
monious whole which we designate the religious life. 

The essential manifestation of this life is prayer. 
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Of all created beings on earth, man is' the only one 
who prays. Prayer is the concern of man alone, but 
of man universally. There is ho one thing more 
natural, more universal, nothing which he can less 
avoid than prayer. The child is, as it were, self- 
taught to practise it ; and the invisible world to 
which prayer gives it access, is, as it were, its familiar 
home. The old man, when he feels lonely in the 
world around him, withdraws into prayer. Prayer 
flows spontaneously from the childish lips which can 
as yet scarcely lisp the name of God, and from the 
djring lips which can hardly any longer pronounce it. 
Wherever man exists, there are certain seasons and 
certain circumstances when he will, with heartfelt 
emotion, lift up his eyes, fold his hands, and bow 
his knees in prayer. Among all nations, the 
unknown and the renowned, the civilized and the 
barbarous, we meet at every step with acts and 
forms of invocation. None are without prayer, for 
none are without religion. (6) Prayer did not first 
arise by the care of men ; prayer is not a subject of 
instruction, but the heart's direct and involuntary 
expression, immediately and naturally involved in 
the relation of man to God. For this relation 
is not one devoid of intercourse, and prayer is the 
expression of this intercourse. It was in Israel 
indeed, in the soil of revelation, that it came to 
perfection. Here only had it that child-like con- 
fidence of heart-communion with God, of which 
scripture furnishes so many and so powerful examples 
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— examples which must remain models for all ages. 
But even the heathen world was not without 
prayer, for it was not without consciousness of God, 
and of belonging to HiuL If its life was not a life 
of prayer, as that of the pious in Israel was, yet 
prayer was a custom which prevailed in, and encircled 
all the acts, both of public and private life, and the 
higher the nation ranked, the more did it practise this 
custom of prayer. It should put us to shame to see 
how, among the Greeks and Bomans, no public act 
was imdertaken without sacrifice and prayer, and how 
none of the transactions of private life were left uncon- 
secrated thereby. Poets, philosophers, and statesmen 
equally exhort to prayer, or practise it, and the customs 
of the people were in harmony with this fact. When 
Telemachus, the son of Ulysses, came to Pylos with 
his suite to visit Nestor, the first word which Pisis- 
tratus Nestorides addressed to the newly arrived guest 
was an invitation first of all to pray to the gods, for 
" Mortals stand all in need of the gods." Homer 
also expresses the religious feeling of his era. Xeno- 
phon moreover relates of Socrates that he gave the 
precept " of beginning every work with the gods, since 
the gods are the masters of the aflfairs both of peace 
and war." It is well known, and evident fi-om many 
passages of his writings, how great was the impor- 
tance the pious Xenophon himself attached to prayer. 
Plato likewise designates it as the best and noblest act 
of a virtuous man to live in continual intercourse with 
the gods, by prayers and vows, and in all that he does. 
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in his least, as well as in his greatest, acts first to 
invoke the gods. Nor were the statesmen of Greece 
and Borne less frequoDt in the use of prayer. Pericles, 
the great Athenian statesman, so renowned for the 
power of his intellect, never began to address an 
audience without first praying to the gods. Cornelius 
Scipio, the great Boman general, when once he had 
assumed the toga, never undertook any affair of 
importance without having passed some time alone in 
the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. And as Demos- 
thenes, the most celebrated of Athenian orators, in his 
great orations was wont first to address the gods, so 
is it also related of Cato and the Gracchi, and of all 
the orators of Bome, that they always began their 
orations by invoking the gods. This was, moreover, 
only the expression of the custom of the whole nation, 
" There is no religious maxim more established in 
public and domestic life than that everything must 
be begun with the godhead, that is, with sacrifice and 
prayer." Every public act, every march, every battle, 
every assumption of a public office, evjery judicial pro- 
ceeding, every national assembly, every political treaty, 
&c., in short, all and every transaction of political 
life was consecrated by prayer. And this wap equally 
the case in all the more important events of domestic 
life, marriage and birth, the beginning of adolescence, 
a prosperous return from a journey, or preservation 
from danger. So, too, all the festivities of the people, 
their dramatic spectacles and athletic contests, all 
received a religious consecration by prayers and sacri- 
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fices, in short, every act of life was pervaded by 
religion, and supported and surrounded by prayer. (7) 
It must be confessed, indeed, that prayer among the 
ancients was, in reality, rather the conscientious fulfil- 
ment of a religious duty ; that at first, also, it con- 
sisted more of supplication than thanksgiving, and was 
generally united with a certain claim to have the 
petition granted. But prayer for moral benefits is 
not entirely absent ; and prayer, under whatever 
alienation from its rightful objects, is still an expres- 
sion of the religious life. With religion, prayer itself 
declined, and its decline was the forerunner of external 
dissolution. For with prayer the true soul of the 
religious life departed. The heathenism of the 
present day can hardly any longer be truly said to be 
a praying religion, so much has prayer become an 
external mechanical act — an indictment against the 
petitioner himself Yet, even in this degenerate state, 
it is still a testimony to man's need of prayer. 

What, then, is prayer? It is the indication of 
intercourse with God. He who prays departs from 
the world which encompasses him, leaves the disquiet 
and noise of that external life which is ever tossing 
restlessly around him, and enters into himself. We 
live so much out of ourselves ; in prayer we resort to 
ourselves, enter into the inmost depths of our being, 
into the inmost sanctuary of the souL We then lay 
aside our handiwork, our thought-work, and retreat 
into privacy and silence, to find repose, to get breath- 
ing time, to be really with ourselves ; yet to be with 
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ourselves only for the sake of being with God : for 
God is present in our being's depths. God is with us, 
and we with God, in our soul's inner sanctuary. The 
outer man is in the world : the inner man ought to 
be in God, and God in him. We enter into ourselves 
that we may betake ourselves to God, may bring our- 
selves and all that aflfects us before God. Prayer is 
love's yearning to pour out everything into the bosom 
of God. It is the aet of trustful surrender which 
leaves everything in His hands. Nothing is too 
insignificant to bring thus before God, if it has but 
become of real importance to us. Our secret relation 
to Grod proves and expresses its vitality in this inter- 
course of prayer. Without this it is but dead. Sur- 
render to God in prayer is an intrinsically necessary 
expression and proof of love. In prayer we resign 
ourselves and all that interests us to God. This is 
the highest kind of giving. But this highest kind 
of giving is at the same time the highest kind of 
receiving ; for while in prayer we forsake this perish- 
ing and transitory world, we enter the eternal world 
and breathe its atmosphere. Prayer is this secret 
breathing of the soul. This breathing of the air of 
eternity is as necessary to the life of the soul as 
breathing the air of the earth we live in is to that of 
the body. This world of God, however, is a world of 
peace and strength, and prayer diffuses a spirit of 
peace over our life. The soul rests in prayer. Then 
are the storms and passions of the heart silenced ; 

the unrest of its cares and anxieties, of its sufferings^ 

L 
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and even of its joys, cease. And thus fresh vigour 
and cheerfulness arise within us. As the bracing air 
of the mountains fills us with a sense of renewed 
power, so do we in prayer breathe an atmosphere of 
divine encouragement, and come forth from the inner 
sanctuary of communion with God to enter with new 
alacrity into external life, with its tasks, its duties, 
its burdens, and its griefs — but in such wise that 
while still in the midst of the troubles and turmoil 
of our daily work, our hearts dwell in the sabbath 
and sanctuary of prayer. Life is a compound of 
prayer and work. It is not as though these were two 
separate agencies in merely external combination or 
mutual alternation ; they must ever be united with 
and in each other. The one does not exclude but 
requires the other, as the inner and outer man, as 
soul and body. Prayer requires work, and work 
requires prayer. Work must be the outward and 
visible form of prayer : prayer must be the soul of 
work, the soul of life in general ; no isolated and 
external act added to another isolated and external 
act, but the ever-present background of every action, 
that which vitally pervades and supports our every 
thought and deed^ whence all must originate, and 
towards which all must tend, that our whole conduct 
may become an embodied prayer. It is by prayer 
that life on earth is connected with eternity, is sunk 
in it, grows out of it. The greatness of prayer con- 
sists in the fact that it transposes this life of time 
into the sphere of eternity, fills it with eternal value. 
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and brings it into direct communication with God 
himself. Hence there is nothing which more exalts 
and honours man than prayer. On one side, indeed, 
it is man's abasement before God, but on the other it 
is also his elevation towards God ; for is it not truly 
an elevation for man to address God himself, the 
Supreme, the absolute mind — ^to attract Him towards 
his particular interests, to lay his concerns before Him 
— ^nay, to influence His decisions ? For when St 
Paul says, * We are workers together with God,' he 
means that we perform our part in the works of God. 
This we do by means of prayer. But how can these 
things be ? None can tell this. TheSe are invisible 
combinations which utterly escape our observation. 
Yet, though we cannot track out the ways upon which 
God and man meet, the fact remains — its reality is 
entirely independent of our knowledge. By prayer 
we influence God's acts and decisions ; nay, we may 
even dare to say that by prayer men participate in 
the divine omnipotence, and have a share in God's 
government of the world. For prayer is a power in 
the world, which it pleases God to take up into the 
mingled web of His government ; and the love of 
God places this power at the bidding of even a silent 
sigh, which is produced by himself. Nor is it too 
bold to say, with Vinet, ' God will call the sigh a 
prayer, and prayer power: and the power of God will, 
if I may venture to say it, bow before the power 
which He has placed in a sigh, which is from him- 
self.' (8) 



164 Led. VI. — Religion. 

Kant, indeed, thought prayer * a slight paroxysm 
of madness;' for any one caught at prayer by another 
is ' perplexed and confused, as if found in a condition 
he had cause to be ashamed of, since, though alone, 
his occupation and gestures are such as become no one 
who has not some one present beside himself, which, 
however, is not the case in the supposed example.' (9) 
This is not to be wondered at, for no one can appre- 
ciate prayer who is ignorant of a real personal relation 
to God : and Kant, though he acknowledges a per- 
sonal God, admits of no true relation to Him, but 
puts in its stead obedience to the moral law. But as 
truly as there is a living personal God, and a real and 
personal relation to Him, so truly is prayer both 
natural and necessary, and religion, or a religious 
man, without prayer, simply impossible. And if 
Kant demands obedience to the moral law in place of 
religion, it may be replied, that though religion 
neither can nor ought to exist without morality, reli- 
gion is not itself morality. The two exist in combi- 
nation : where the one is wanting we shall certainly 
not find the other, as St John expresses it in his 
First Epistle, in which he thus points out and reminds 
us of the connection between religion and morality in 
general (iv. 20) : ' He that loveth not his brother, 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen ? And this commandment have we 
from Him, that he who loveth God, love his brother 
also.' Now, the love of our neighbour or brother is 
unquestionably the soul of morality, and love to God 
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the soul of religion. The two are inseparable. But 
for this veiy reason the two are not one and the 
same. Kant's great error consisted in converting 
religion into morality. And it is still a very widely 
diffused error, a result of rationalistic opinion, to 
make morality the main part, at least, of reUgion, 
and to regard its other part, viz.,. doctrine, as the 
less essential and less important ; while, in fact, doc- 
trine is no more religion itself, than is morality. 
Morality is perfection of character, man's conformity 
to the divine image; religion, on the contrary, is vital, 
personal union with God, a real relation to Him, by 
means of which we dwell in fellowship with Him, and 
refer all things to Him. K we call morality the fruit 
of religion, the latter must at least be regarded as the 
root Morality cannot be severed from religion ; for 
when God is no longer its foundation and source, it 
perishes ; its authority, power, and vitality are de- 
stroyed. In individual cases, indeed, it may be severed, 
as a branch, which, after being cut off, may for a 
time retain its verdure, but its sap being gradually 
exhausted, it dries up and withers, as morality does if 
deprived of the vital supplies flowing from religion. 

We have seen, then, that faith, and love to God are 
the essence, and that prayer is the manifestation and 
expression of religion ; let us now consider the posi- 
tion religion occupies in life. 

Religion has often been supposed to be prejudicial 
to natural life, its tasks and interests, because it directs 
us to an invisible world, and withdraws our attention 
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from this, in which nevertheless we live, and in which 
are our callings and duties. But this is not the case. 
Religion is, on the contrary, the strength even of our 
earthly life ; for, being a real intercourse with God, in 
whom is the spring, the i^oot, and aim of our whole 
being, it opens up to us the deepest source of all our 
vital powers, and diffuses its fertilizing streams over 
our whole existence, even over this its earthly and 
temporal part. Thus religion is a strength even to 
our natural life. It does not stunt, but develops life. 
Among certain religionists it may, indeed, seem to do 
so ; but this is not the fault of religion itself, but of 
these its professors ; it is not its use but its abuse 
that produces such an effect. Certainly religion 
entails the renunciation of all that* is sinful in natural 
life ; for, being life in God, it denies all that is ungodly 
in life. But our natural life itself, as God created 
and would have it to be, and as in itself a real good 
and a fullness of blessings, it does not deny, but assents 
to, and perfects its development. Religion is, as it 
were, its forcing power (Triebkraft), It is like the 
warmer summer sun, which brings forth the more 
lovely flowers, while at the same time it sheds over 
all the products of this earthly life the perfume of a 
higher consecration, by referring them all to God. It 
is an actual historical fact that human life owes to 
religion its best and fullest development Religion is 
the most ancient kind of life of which we have any 
historical knowledge ; for the further back we go, the 
more do we find that such records of the human mind 
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as we possess are connected with religion. Religion 
is the fruitful womb from which the whole intellectual 
life of mankind has been developed. All higher 
human culture is the daughter of religion, — a grown- 
up one, indeed, as she should be, for she has her own 
special task and vocation ; but the tie of filial piety 
unites even a grown-up and independent daughter to 
the mother. And we should regard that daughter as 
deserving severe moral reprobation, who was wanting 
in filial duty towards the mother whose fostering care 
she imagined herself no longer to need, and should 
feel certain that, with such sentiments, no blessing 
could rest upon her life. An exactly parallel case 
is the relation of mental culture to religion. It now 
pursues its own peculiar path independently. And 
rightly so. But it is guilty of moral injustice, and no 
blessing can rest upon it, if it contemptuously severs 
that sjnritual bond of piety by which it is bound to 
religion. Religion ought not to exercise an external 
sway over the realm of mental culture, nor to prescribe 
its limits, measure or scope, but should treat it as now 
of full age. The internal influence, however, and the 
vital connection existing between them, should never 
cease. 

This historical connection of mental culture with 
religion may be traced in every department. The 
most ancient history of civilisation is essentially a 
history of religion. At first, civilisation actually con- 
sisted in religion. The guardians of religion were the 
guardians and vehicles of education. The sciences, 
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jurisprudence, astronomy, history, were the business 
of the priests. The arts grew up and were cherished 
in the service of religion. Architecture was from the 
beginning the queen of the plastic arts ; the others 
depended upon her, and it was but gradually that 
they attained a separate and independent existence. 
It was in the service of religion that architecture 
was chiefly fgstered. The mighty rock temples and 
pagodas of India, the magnificent pillared structures 
of Greece, the lofty cathedrals of Christendom, what 
are they but speaking witnesses to this relation of 
service ? And the same is the case with the other 
plastic arts. The sculpture of Greece took the gods 
and their sublime forms for its subject, before it passed 
over to the representation of profane life. The best 
and richest produce of painting is found within the 
Christian Church, in religious painting, whence all 
other branches, and especially that highest branch of 
this art, historical painting, have arisen. Music was 
first employed in the service of the gods, and poetry 
in their praise, and not till afterwards in honour of 
heroes ; while even the drama was at first a kind of 
worship, both among the Greeks and in Christian 
Germany. The Oberammergauer passion-play, which 
even an Emil Devrient has held up to the imitation 
of all stages, as an unapproached model, still testi- 
fies to this union of religion with dramatic art. It 
would be, I repeat it, a folly to require that all cul- 
ture, art, and science should be religious, and that 
the purpose of the church should draw the boundary 
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line of their lawfulness ; for though they were devel- 
oped in the service of religion, they are not her exclu- 
sive produce : the natural mind of man was the soil 
whence they arose, and religion but the sun which 
drew forth these germs from the earth, and brought 
them to perfection, the sun towards which, therefore, 
their opening blossoms thankfully turned. Yet this 
shows us that religion was the original home and 
hearth of mankind, the sacred fire which cherished 
the race, the heavenly blessing of the earthly life, (lo) 
History teaches us, moreover, that all great and 
fruitful periods have been periods in which religion 
has flourished, and that a declension of religion has 
always entailed the decline of a nation. It is 
as though the supply of vital power were cut off from 
the forms of earthly life, when the dew of heaven and 
the warmth and light of the sun are withdrawn from 
them with religion. We have the most instructive 
example of this fact in the Israelitish nation and its 
history in the Old Testament For this nation and 
its national life were founded upon religion as none 
other was. All its external prosperity, the stability 
of its political life, and its national independence, 
depended upon * its fidelity to religion. The very 
theme of the book of Judges is the notion that every 
falling off from Jehovah was punished with national 
bondage, and every national revival caused by a revival 
of religion. It was the prophets of Israel who were 
the depositaries of the national spirit and of political 
opinion. The frmdamental maxim of all their 
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political wisdom and political addresses was ever, that 
religious fidelity is the foundation and soul of all 
national prosperity and independence. So, too, was 
the downfall and the dissolution of the commonwealth 
of Israel, the consequence and chastisement of religious 
declension. What we find narrated and taught by 
holy Scripture, in broad and typical features, 
concerning this nation, haa been everywhere and at 
all times repeated. It was so in Greece ; it was so 
in Rome. Declension in religion, and consequently 
in morality, came first; the decline of the civil com- 
monwealth, and the loss of political greatness and 
liberty followed. And the history of Oermany also 
furnishes the most indubitable proof of this principle ; 
nay, this history does so in a greater degree than that 
of any other modern nation. For its people being a 
more deeply thinking people than others, it was 
needful that the foundations of its life, even of 
its national and civil life, should be laid in those 
depths whence are derived the everlasting springs of 
all life and blessing. There was a time when the 
sword of Germany gave laws to the world, and when 
the German empire was the sole great power in 
Europe ; and that was the time when religion was 
also the great power which governed public opinion, 
and the soul which animated the nation's life. The 
deed which we extol as the greatest deed of the 
German people, is that religious deed, the Reformation, 
— ^a sign that religion is most intimately united with 
the entire life of our nation. We should never have 
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experienced that period of national disgrace, which 
was brought to a close upon the bloody field of 
Leipsic, if we had not first exchanged our religious 
faith for the frivolities of French infidelity. It was 
but a fresh exemplification of the old law^ that a man's 
sins are also his punishment. But our national re- 
vival, whose memory we celebrated a few years since, 
was especially a religious and moral revival and 
renovation. All the great witnesses of those times 
are filled with the conviction, that the foundations of 
German liberty and German greatness must be laid 
in the depths of the German heart, in its religiou3 
faith and moral renovation. All the lays of those 
times, which so powerfully rekindled the national 
enthusiasm, are pervaded by this tone. This religious 
atmosphere breathes in the battle-songs of Korner, the 
heart-cheering ballads of Schenkendorf, the warlike 
sonnets of Ruckert, the German lays of Amdt, etc. 
The men of religion were all in unison with the 
national spirit, and the men of the national idea 
were all deeply and heartily religious. Schleiermacher, 
the theologian, helped by word and deed to kindle the 
national spirit ; while that ardent patriot Amdt, was 
a hearty and sincere Christian, — faith in our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ was the very soul of his life, his 
solace in affliction, his strength in difficulties. Many 
of the hymns he composed to His praise, are now 
received into our church hymn-book. 

Our present condition contains much which may 
well fill us with apprehension ; but that which seems 
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to me most ominous and aJaxmiDg, both in the present 
and for the future^ is the variance and discord which 
have arisen between the national movement and the 
development of modern culture in general, on the one 
hand, and religion, and some of its advocates, on the 
other, — a discord evidient to all observers, and not 
seldom publicly avowed. May I be permitted a. few 
words on this subject ? 

Politics are the leading interest of the age. We do 
not lament it, for they furnish a serious and digni- 
fied pursuit, and offer many questions for solution. 
But politics, as well as every other intellectual 
product of secular life, require to be connected with 
the deepest of human interests, viz., religion, (ii) If, 
however, this connection between secular and religious 
life is anywhere important, it is so in Germany. For 
here, more than in any other land, are the history and 
nature of the people so closely interwoven with reli- 
gious interests and questions that the relation of the 
national movement to Christianity cannot but be re- 
garded as the vital question of the nation, and that 
which will be all-decisive of its future. Hence the 
variance and discord between the two become all the 
more ominous and momentous. Not that religion 
prescribes any definite political faith. Certainly the 
religious sentiment stands in direct opposition to the 
revolutionary spirit which, even according to the 
judgment of one so well-informed as Guizot, threatens 
the future of our whole social fabric. For religious 
opinion necessarily includes the recognition of law, 
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while the revolutionary spirit is the contemptof law.(i2) 
This is, however, not a political, but a moral antagon- 
ism. In questions purely political, religion belongs 
to no single party; it is neither monarchical nor re- 
publican, neither absolute nor constitutional And 
that, because it is only religion, and not politics. 
But it is the guardian of the sanctuary of law, and of 
those everlasting and divine appointments which form 
the immovable foundation of our whole temporal life 
and social condition; the advocate of those eternal 
truths, of those eternal moral principles and rules by 
which even political science must be guided and en- 
lightened, if it would form a political creed, or choose 
a line of procedure based upon the relations and 
necessities of fact and justice. 

We have evidently entered upon a new era of cul- 
ture. However widely separated modem times may 
be, from those middle ages which the invention of 
gunpowder and the printing-press consigned to the 
tomb, this new era is at least as widely separated from 
that which preceded it, by the freedom of the press, 
the steam-engine, and the electric telegraph. The 
change has extended not merely to' the separate 
departments of external life; it is a universal change, 
because a change in the spirit of the age. But God, 
whose spirit pervades the history of all nations and of 
all periods, rules in the midst of this change. 
And we should recognise His government in the 
progress of the several ages, and in the increased 
responsibilities which He therewith lays upon succes- 
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Bive generations. At the same time we must not shut 
our eyes to the dangers which threaten to annihilate 
the harvest of the past, and to render vain the eflforts 
of the present The dangers of our times are unde- 
niable. A restless unhappy spirit of passion and 
scepticism is lurking behind the progress of the 
present, for the prey of the future. It must be 
conquered not by external force, but by intellectual 
power, and especially by that greatest of intellectual 
powers, religion; and it is not by any external 
institutions, but by the spirit by which it is ani- 
mated, even by the spirit of religion, that the progress 
of culture can alone become a blessing to mankind. 
It is our part to infuse religion into the present 
movement, and thus to unite it to a power which will 
both give an impulse to its efforts, and make them 
blessings to the world. On the other hand, the advo- 
cates and promoters of modem culture should know, 
and impress upon themselves the fact, that all this 
progress, as well as all natural development in general, 
bears within itself the seeds of death, and is without 
abiding value or true moral worth, unless combined 
with those eternal and vital forces which spread them- 
selves over all the changes of this mortal life, as the 
heavens do over the earth, and from which this life 
must receive its inward strength and blessing. Hence, 
I repeat it, the combination of religion with modem 
progress is the vital question of the day for Europe, 
and especially for Germany. 

Such, then, is the position and importance of reli- 
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gion, that it should be the animating soul of all efforts, 
even of those of secular life. It has been such at all 
times, and such it will ever remain. If even other 
religions have possessed a vital power, so that their 
decay has been accompanied by the decay of a 
nation's life, how much more is such a power 
inherent in Christianity, to which no reasonable 
being, though he were neither a partaker of Christian 
faith, nor a believer in revelation, would fail to award 
the palm above every other religion which the world 
has ever known I 




LECTURE VII 

BEVELATION. 

[LL religions have appealed to revelation. 
The fact that mankind has demanded' a 
divine revelation, is itself a testimony to 
its being needed. Christianity, by declaring itself in 
fjBivour of a revelation, merely declares itself in favour 
of religion. 

(1.) The necessity of revelation shall be our first 
consideration. 

Revelation is demanded by the very constitution 
of the reason. It is a twofold need — ^a need of our 
thinking mind, a need of our moral nature. 

How far is it a mental need ? 

We are made for Qod ; we are to seek and to find 
Him, to enter into fellowship with Him. But that 
we may attain unto Him, He must first advance 
towards us — must testify of Himself, and offer Him- 
self to us ; in other words, must reveal Himself. It 
is true that we all have within us a consciousness of 
His existence, a natural knowledge of Ood, which 
is further developed by His testimony to Himself in 
creation and in providence. But to this natural reve- 
lation, a positive and historical one must be added. 
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For the human mind naturally requires for those 
higher truths upon which is reared the whole edifice 
of its moral life, a higher authority, a, divine corrobo- 
ration, which shall place their certainty beyond doubt. 
Other religions, by feigning divine credentials, have 
borne testimony to their necessity. Nor is divine cor- 
roboration the only thing needed. Our slumbering 
convictions of God's existence need to be awakened, 
and our secret relation to Him quickened by actual 
self-attestation on His part towards ourselves. As 
the conscience within only becomes lively and active 
by encountering the moral law without, so is our 
religious consciousness called into life and action only 
by religious testimony and announcement. It is not 
till God meets us with His : I am the Lord thy God, 
that the response : Thou art the Lord my God, is 
awakened within. There is a deep meaning in the 
early Scripture narratives, which tells us that God 
walked and talked with the earlier patriarchs as a 
father does with his children. As speech, which lies 
dormant in the breast of a child, is awakened and 
called into exercise by the speech which he hears 
around him, so also must that acquaintance with God 
for which man was created, be awakened and developed 
by personal and actual testimony on His part. This 
original testimony of God is the basis of all knowledge 
of Him, and of all religion among mankind, even of 
all corrupt and perverted religion. The ancient his- 
tory of religion is a proof that all religion is founded 
upon such a revelation ; for in primitive times^ religion 

M 
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stood upon a comparatively far higher footing than any 
other kind of mental culture. While the heathen 
nations advanced in intellectual acquirements, they 
retrograded in religion. It is allowed by all who have 
investigated the subject that the farther back we go 
into antiquity, the higher and purer a knowledge of 
God do we find, — a fact testifying that the primitive 
religious possession was not the mere product of man's 
own mental activity, but a revelation and gift of 
God. All religion rests ultimately upon a primitive 
revelation, and a conviction of this was maintained 
down to the times of Plato and Aristotle, and even to 
those of Cicero, (i) 

Revelation is required by the natural constitution of 
the human mind, but doubly required when we take 
into account the power of error, which has undeniably 
forced its way into our understanding, and corrupted 
all our knowledge and notions of the highest matters. 
We should be blind indeed were we to deny this power 
of error, to which we are by nature all exposed. The 
history of the human mind bears abundant testimony 
to this fact. There is no kind of folly which has not 
found its advocates ; and even where wisdom is most 
loudly vaunted, in the very schools of the philosophers, 
we find contradiction ranged against contradiction, 
error against error. The long laborious reasonings of 
the ancients terminated in absolute uncertainty and 
miserable doubt. The discovery of truth was univer- 
sally despaired of. In the Platonic school, conviction 
of the need of divine revelation was already expressed. 



Need of Revelation. 179 

• 
' We will wait/ it is said in one of the Platonic dia- 
logues, ' for one, be he a god or an inspired man, to 
instruct us in our religious duties, and, as Athene says 
to Diomed in Homer, to take away the darkness from 
our eyes/ *We must seize upon the best human 
views,' says Plato elsewhere, 'and be borne upon them, 
as upoD a raft, in navigating the dangerous sea of life, 
if there is no safer and less perilous way, no stouter 
vessel or divine revelation, for making this voyage.' (2) 
And at the close of heathenism, Porphyry, the Neo- 
Platonist, says of those who 'longing after truth 
prayed that a manifestation of the gods might be 
granted them, that they might obtain rest from 
their doubts by means of instruction endowed with 
trustworthy authority, (s) Nor was it otherwise in 
the west. Cicero, after citing a long series of various 
philosophical opinions concerning the soul, concludes his 
enumeration with the words, ' Which of these opinions 
is true, a god may know ; even which are only probable 
is a difficult question.* How should any one be able 
to know and speak confidently concerning the God- 
head ? It is all full of darkness and difficulty. ' In 
touching words does he elsewhere describe the uncer- 
tainty of the human mind in all higher questions, the 
obscurity of the things which extorted from a 
Socrates the confession of his ignorance, and not from 
him alone, but' also from Democritus, Anaxagoras, 
Empedocles, and almost all the ancients, who confessed 
that we are incapable of understanding anything, of 
apprehending anything, of knowing anything.* * Our 
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senses/ Tvrites he, ' axe limited, our minds weak, our 
space of life short ; as Democritus says, truth is sunk 
in the depth, nothing but opinions and customs prevail 
everywhere ; as for truth, there is no room left for 
it, and, finally, everything is surrounded by darknesa 
Such is the sad avowal at which this great scholar 
and bookkeeper of the ancient philosophy arrived. Nor 
does he fail to perceive the connection of error with sin. 
' Nature has given us but small sparks of knowledge, 
which we quickly corrupt and extinguish by our immo- 
ralities, faults, and errors, so that the light of nature 
nowhere appears in its brightness and purity.* (4) 
What even Cicero perceived, we who possess the light 
of the Christian revelation cannot fail to see far more 
distinctly ; for the shadow of human darkness does but 
appear the deeper in its presence. And this applies 
even in moral science, that department of knowledge 
which is most advantageously situated with respect to 
it. It was the morality of revelation which first puri- 
fied and strengthened the natural moral judgment, as 
even Kant, though he builds his whole view of the 
world upon the moral consciousness, admits. ' We 
may well,' he says, * concede, that if the gospel had 
not previously taught the universal moral laws, in 
their full purity, reason would not yet have attained 
so perfect an insight of them.' (5) 

But 'the matter in question, is not merely moral 
knowledge in general, but first and chiefly the know- 
ledge of salvation. However exalted may be our 
knowledge of God by nature, His pardoning and 
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sanctifying grcxe can, in the veiy nature of things, be 
taught us by revelation alone. This notion could not 
originate in man. No human being can teach it to 
another ; God alone can be our instructor. He only 
can give us such an assurance thereof, that our faith 
may rest, and our religious life be founded upon it. 
For whei^ce should we know that God is gracious if 
He did not Himself tell us so ? The power of God, 
indeed, is a fact which meets us in creation, but His 
grace is the free resolve of His heart. This we can 
know only from Himself; this we could not of ourselves 
venture to imagine. And yet to be certain of this is 
what is of all things most necessary. For what does it 
avail us to be assured of God's power and majesty, and 
to have no assurance of His mercy ? 

The mercy of God is, moreover, the need of our 
moral condition. Hence revelation is a requirement 
of our moral constitution, not necessary merely from 
the nature of our reason, but still more so from the 
perversion and corruption of our wilL 

It is a truth of universal application, that our best 
and highest possession must be a gift. Schiller re- 
iterates this idea : * All that is best comes freely down 
from heaven,' and men of the highest class of mind, 
who are the glory of human nature, have made the 
same acknowledgement, (e) If this is true of our ' 
merely intellectual life, how much more so of our 
religious life, in which our relation to God is con- 
cerned ! Communion with God must be the act and 
gift of God Himselt We cannot have Hini for our 
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portion, we cannot desire to do so, unless He offer 
himself to us, unless He himself open our hearts and 
dispose our wills to receive Him. If this is first a 
thing necessary in itself, it is rendered doubly so by 
the actual condition of our moral nature. The deep- 
est' reason of our need of a revelation, and indeed of a 
revelation of salvation, is sin. 

(2.) Permit me to speak of 8in in this connection. 

Sin is a fact, a universally acknowledged fact. It 
is not only the Bible which tells us that all men are 
sinners. Our own conscience confirms it, every-day 
experience proves it, the voices of all nations lament 
it. On all sides we meet with lamentations over the 
unhappy discord existing in every man, between his 
better moral convictions, and his opposing will The 
saying of the Roman poet, Video oneliora proboque, 
deteriora sequor, has been long familiar, and so has 
another, Nitimur in vetitum semper cupiniiiaqwe 
negata. There is a power of passion in man which 
makes his better knowledge powerless, and which 
must be restrained by law. Plutarch says : * The 
passions are innate in man, and have not entered him 
from without ; and if strict discipline did not come to 
his assistance, man would probably be no tamer than 
the wildest of the beasts.' And many similar testi- 
monies might be adduced. Kant appeals to the 
moral power in man, and esteems the sense of duty 
strong enough to restrain and govern all opposing 
impulses ; yet even he speaks of a radical evil in man, 
rooted in the depths of our nature, and lying beyond 
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the resolves of our own temporal will. (7) It may be 
said, the more strictly a man lives, and the more 
moral he is, the more he perceives this opposing 
power within ; and the more earnestly he strives with 
himself, the more he has to sigh over it. But it is the 
Christian alone who fully knows what sin is. For it is 
not till the debt is forgiven that its greatness is recog- 
nised, nor till the conflict with sin is begun that its 
power and tyranny are experienced: But a feeling 
which at least approximates to this heavy sorrow, this 
consciousness of guilt, exists also apart from Chris- 
tianity. The thinkers and poets of all nations are 
inexhaustible in their lamentations over the sorrows 
of life. Certainly it is not the sorrow of sin alone, its 
guilt and its power, which they lament ; it is the 
sorrows of life in general, and all the woes of earth 
which have found so touching an expression in the 
voices of all nations and all ages. Yet still the sorrow 
caused by sin, and the painful feeling of moral guilt 
and impotence, are also intended. It is true that an 
air of cheerfuln^s is diffused over the life and nature 
of the Greek nation, — a fact often esteemed the en- 
viable prerogative of the ancient world. Goethe, in 
his tract on Winckelmann, extols the indestructible 
healthiness of ancient life ; and our modern preachers 
of a non-Christian humanism, such as David Strauss, 
celebrate the ' healthy sensuousness prevailing in the 
Grecian world, and hold it up as an unapproached 
ideal to the Christian world.' (8) But that deep 
melancholy running through Greek life, whose traces 
are impressed upon the finest works of Grecian art. 
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whose tones are so touching in Greek poetry, is over- 
looked. This tone of lamentation sounds like a pro- 
phecy of the time when the true atonement was to 
appear. It is this which truly constitutes the depth, 
the truth, the greatness of the ancient world ; and it 
is in this that its essential charm is found. It was 
just because the ancients were as yet unacquainted 
with atonement that they spread an air of cheerful- 
ness even over the sorrows of life, and concealed from 
their own eyes the whole depth of human sorrow, as 
Lenau so well expresses it in his Savonarola : 
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^ Die Eiinste der Hellenen kaijnten 
Nicht den Erloser und sein Licht ; 
Drum Bcherzten sie so gem, und nannten 
Des Schmerzes tiefen Abgrund nicbt. 

' Dass Bie am Schmerz den sie zu trosten 
Nicht veisB, ims sanf t vohiber f iihrt, 
Das haltlch fiir der Zauber grossten, 
DuTch den una die Antike riibrt.'* 

Yet the sad tones of sorrowful complaint are ever 
breaking through all these coverings. Almost all the 
poets of Greece, from Homer downwards, who calls 
man the most sorrowful of beings, vie with each other 
in bewailing the miseries of human life. And the 
saying, ' It were best never to have been born ; or if 
bom, to come quickly to an end/ is cited as the 
judgment of many wise men. 

Again, the Roman Pliny describes man as alone, 

* Tbe arta of tbe Greeks know not the Redeemer and His light ; 
hence they so loved to sport, and did not name the deep abyss of 
sorrow. I esteem it the greatest of the charms by which antiquity 
moves us, that it leads us gently past the sorrow which it knows 
not how to console. 



Universality of Sin, 185 

of all creatures, ' greeting the day of his birth with 
cries and tears/ — ^as though anticipating the sorrows 
which await him. And among these sorrows Pliny 
enumerates the passions, and those moral evils in 
general which pursue man. * Hence/ says he again, 
' every one should quiet his heart with the thought 
that the greatest of all benefits that nature can bestow 
upon man is an early death ; and the best of it is, 
that every one can procure himself this.' The well- 
known saying of Menander, * Whom the gods love, 
die young,' was in every mouth. In Achilles at the 
beginning, and in Alexander at the end of Grecian 
history, was this saying fulfilled. The aspects of both 
these heroes, in whom, as Hegel finely and ingeni- 
ously shows, the whole life and nature of the Grecian 
nation is reflected, have a touch of elegy about them. 
And as with the Greeks, so also with all the nobler 
nations of the ancient world, especially the Indians, 
we find the stamp of sadness imprinted on their 
countenance, (d) 

And yet in the midst of all these lamentations over 
the sorrows of life, the special sting is absent. Our 
moral sense is more acute than that of the ancients. 
We know that the master evil of life is a moral one 

— ^is sin. 

' Das Leben ist der Guter hochstes nicht, 
Doch aller Uebel grosstes ist die Schuld.* * 

Yet even in the ancient world a consciousness of 
sin was not wholly wanting. The lower its morality 

life is not the supreme good, but guilt is the supreme evil.' 
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sank, the more decidedly was this expressed. ' We 
are all wicked/ says Seneca ; what one man 
blames in another, each will find in his own 
bosom. We being ourselves wicked, live among the 
wicked.' (lo) 

Sin, then, is a universal fact, the evil of evils, and 
that which makes life itself cease to be desirable. 

And this power of sin has prevailed throughout the 
history of mankind, how remote soever the periods to 
which we retrace it. The origin of evil has ever been 
a problem of the human mind. The answer furnished 
by Holy Scripture is its simplest solution, (ll) Sin 
cannot have proceeded from God, since He is both the 
Holy and the Beneficent One. It cannot have arisen 
from the nature of matter, the nature of our body, or 
the like, for even our corporeal and sensuous nature 
is of God's creating. Hence it can have originated 
only from man himself, from his own fi^ee act, from a 
fa\l from his original purity and excellence, — a purity 
and excellence of which we no longer retain the 
possession, though we still bear within us a craving after 
it; like the after-glow when daylight has departed, or 
the memory of a lost happiness, — a memory with 
which the traditions of all nations are pervaded. We 
everywhere meet with legends and myths of a happy 
condition at the beginning, and its subsequent loss by. 
the sin of man ; and almost every where, especially in 
the East, all other religious notions are based upon 
this doctrine. (12) 

The biblical narrative depicts the sin of our first 
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parents as the result of a temptation which came upon 
man, and was the cause of his fall ; thus intimating 
the existence of a seducing spiiitual power external to 
man, — a view subsequently attaining a more developed 
doctrinal form, and made of prominent importance in 
the New Testament. Against no other doctrine, how- 
ever, is modern consciousness more prejudiced than 
this. And certainly, when it is employed in the ser- 
vice of superstition and fanaticism, or perverted to 
extenuate human guilt, our moral sense justly revolts 
against it And yet it is the interest of mankind to 
regard man as tempted, and not as the inventor and 
original author of sin. Man is not in harmony with 
sin ; he is not satanic. If he were so, if he had been 
the originator of sin, he would be incapable of redemp- 
tion. But God be praised, his redemption is possible; 
he can be delivered from his sin. Sin has not so 
much proceeded from him as entered into him,— a 
fact which, while it does not extenuate his guilt, 
alleviates its consequences, which makes sin itself 
appear the more serious, by showing us that it is not 
confined to our hearts, but that, as an objective power 
external to ourselves, it exercises a dominion in the 
world, and casts its shadow over our inmost life. 

The objection has been made that the Bible, while 
describing the first sin as an external sensuous occur- 
rence, and almost as a childish act, yet makes it an 
event entailing the most tremendous consequences 
upon the whole human race. But instead of dwelling 
on the outward circumstances, we should penetrate 
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this external covering, and observe the moral trans- 
actions going on within the heart. And these are of 
the deepest significance. When we contemplate man 
in the original, happy harmony of his mind and will 
with God, and then behold him misconceiving God's 
love, suspecting that He was arbitrarily and ^enviously 
denying him a good in which his future happiness 
was involved ; then rejecting God's commandment, 
and taking his future into his own hand, to fashion it 
for himself in the way of disobedience to God, — we 
shall be constrained to admit that the whole disposition 
of his heart towards God, his Father, was perverted; 
that he had departed from his childlike relationship 
to God — had separated himself from God — had, like 
the prodigal son, in heart forsaken his Father's house, 
and gone into the far country of alienation from Him. 
What wonder, then, was it that he met with misery t 
We must not stop merely at externals ; these were 
indifferent, and caused by the infant-like condition of 
the first man ; but must strive to appreciate the true 
moral significance of the occurrence. We shall then 
perceive and confess it to have been an event of 
momentous importance, and the more so from its 
position at the very commencement of history, while 
the race was stilt in its youth, and its nature not yet 
settled. It is this which gives this event the import- 
ance of a catastrophe involving in its consequences all 
mankind. 

This deed at the beginning was, by its very nature, 

fatal to the whole race ; for it was the deed of their 
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head, in whom the whole race was represented and 
comprised. We cannot hut feel that it concerDs us 
all, that it is no indifferent or accidental circumstance, 
but that we are personally concerned therein, as is 
ever and everywhere the case in the transactions of 
those who represent a community. And that this 
fact does concern us, we learn, moreover, from it« 
actual remits. For we all have to suffer for it. Who 
can deny that there is an evil tendency in us from 
our very birth, — ^a tendency showing in manifold and 
even involuntary manifestations its sinful source ? 
Certainly there is a sort of innocence in a child — its 
very naughtinesses are often almost lovable ; but in the 
midst of all its innocence and loveliness, an ominous 
background is often seen. There is an old Greek 
proverb : He who does not get thrashed, does not get 
educated. And who would not say, that nature must 
not be left to itself, or the weeds will spring up as 
plentifully as the good seed ? Thus do we all acknow- 
ledge, that even in the soil of a youthful heart many 
weeds are lying dormant. And the further we ad- 
vance in moral development, the more shall we expe- 
rience this hereditary moral corruption, till at length 
we feel that there is no sin of which the germ apd 
possibility is not in us. 

This evil moral disposition, as Eant the moralist 
calls it, — this radical evil, is something more than the 
power of our sensuous nature : it is the mental power 
of moral perversion; it is the evil inclination and 
tendency of the will. And if we would call it by its 
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worst and deepest name, we must say that we are ail 
radically selRsh, only this selfishness takes different 
forms. It is the self-seeking nature which is mingled 
with, and taints even our brightest virtues, and is 
only surpassed perhaps by self-righteousness and self- 
complacency. 

From this evil disposition we are unable to deliver 
ourselves. We have, indeed, a moral sense within 
us, and a moral power of will. But our moral sense, 
i.e., our conscience, does not free us from sin, but 
only convicts us of it ; it can command and punish, 
but is impotent to help us. The power of our will does 
indeed enable us to control ourselves, — an act required 
of every one, and from which none are exempt — and 
self-control is indeed a great thing, but it does not 
change the heart's evil inclinations. We may fetter 
ourselves ; but such restraint only makes us the slaves 
of the moral law, and cannot bestow upon us true 
moral freedom. Not till the heart is changed, the 
inmost tendency of the will altered, can we be free 
and happy. Kant was satisfied with requiring that 
the outward act should be in opposition to the inward 
inclination. But this is not the highest stand-point 
of morality. And Schiller justly expresses a contrary 
sentiment when he says : 

* Ueher sein Herz zu siegen ifit grosB, ich ehre den Tapfem ; 
Aber wer durch sein Herz si^t, er gilt mir noch mehr.'* 

* To gain a victory over one's heart is great— I honour the brave 
man ; but he who conquers through his heart is a greater one in my 
eyes. 
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But for this purpose the heart itself must be rightly 
ordered — an attainment which no one has yet reached 
by himself. Schiller supposed that aesthetics pos- 
sessed this power; he put these in the place of 
Kant's categorical imperative : It is through the 
Beautiful, that door of dawn, that we are to enter 
the land of moral freedom. But this has proved a 
delusion, (is) No natural ability, no power of the 
human mind, can make us other men. God alone 
can do this. For who can change his own heart ? A 
higher power must interpose, if our heart is to be 
made new. We are utterly incapable of such an 
act. That moral power which is to liberate and 
renew us can come from God alone. 

The fundamental principle of all prse-Christian 
morality was to refer man to his own moral power, 
while Christianity directs him to the grace manifested 
in Christ. But the impotence of the former was 
proved by the decay of the ancient world ; while the 
gospel announcement of grace has both renewed the 
world, and shown itself to be the only moral power 
which can overcome the moral contradictions of 
human existence. 

Human life and its history are full of contradic- 
tions which are essentially of a moral kind : contra- 
dictions in the inner life between requirement and 
attainment, between resolution and accomplishment ; 
contradictions in the outer life, such as the never- 
ending conflict between truth and falsehood, the 
injustice of external circumstances, et<:. Of these 
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contradictions there is no other explanation than that 
primitive fact of the rupture of life into two discord- 
ant elements, by which the moral world was put out 
of joint (14) Whence, then, is the remedy and cure 
of this state of things to proceed ? No better moral 
knowledge, as Socrates thought, no advance in educa- 
tion and civilization, as is now often thought, can 
avail here. For even the best knowledge and most 
exalted wisdom are powerless when opposed to the 
inclinations of the heart ; and with the development 
of the mental faculties there is also the development 
of evil. As is the case in an individual, so is it also 
in the history of mankind. Civilization and culture 
may alter the form of sin, but cannot lessen its 
tyranny or destroy its existence. Culture can put 
art in the place of naturalness. The sins then prac- 
tised are the sins of culture, — ^more refined indeed, 
but not fewer, and often increased in number and 
aggravated in quality. (15) Nothing, then, that is 
generated by man's own mental powers can avail us 
here ; but God must introduce into mankind and its 
affairs, and oppose to the power of sin another and 
superior power. We all bear within us an ideal, the 
notion and image of a state of things in which all is 
as it ought to be, in which the will of God alone is 
constantly and gladly done, righteousness reigns upon 
earth, guilt no longer oppresses the conscience, passion 
no longer enslaves the reason and will, and we our- 
selves are no longer either ashamed or afraid to 
appear in the presence of the Holy one. We call 
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this our ideal, the kingdom of God. It is the recon- 
ciliation of all contradictions, the end of history, its 
motive and accelerating power. This kingdom of 
God is not the natural result of events. We cannot 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles. The 
kingdom of God must be an act of God himself, the 
result of His revelation. 

The final reason, then, for the need of revelation is 
found in the moral rupture of our being, in sin, if we 
are to be rescued therefrom. 

(3.) Many objections have, indeed, been raised to 
the possibility of revelation. But these may easily 
be obviated. There is, in fact, but one valid one, 
and that is : There is no God. They who deny the 
existence of a living and personal God, cannot concede 
the possibility of revelation. Various, however, are 
the reasons which are sought, that this real and only 
reason may be concealed. To those, however, who 
believe in a living and personal God, the possibility 
of revelation is but the simple result of His existence. 
For how should He who is life be devoid of motion 
— He who is love be silent ? Such a fact would be 
in contradiction with His nature. How evident so- 
ever might be the proofs of His existence, such an 
inconsistency could not but shake our faith. So 
little, indeed, is revelation inconsistent with the 
nature of God, that it is rather its absence which 
would be so. (16) 

It is a strange objection which is made, when it is 
asserted that we form a worthier notion of God and 
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His perfections, by supposing it unnecessary for Him 
to improve upon His creation of a world by supple- 
menting it with a revelation. As if the improvement 
of God*s works, and not rather the wants of us poor sin- 
ful men, were the matter in question, — of us whom God 
must first approach with His grace and truth, that we 
may come to Him. Or when it is thought that by 
revelation the human mind is condemned to a mere 
passivity unworthy of it, and inconsistent with its 
nature, which is an active one, and requires self- 
exertion. On the contrary, the fact is that what is 
truly best, even the best thoughts, are given to us ; 
while our part is to receive them and to work them 
out, when they rise like stars upon the horizon of our 
mental life. If in all things we are first receivers 
and afterwards spontaneous agents this is more 
especially the case when the highest kind of truth 
and communion with God are in question. 

In short, whether we look at God or at ourselves, 
we are constrained to admit that revelation, far from 
being impossible, is rather consistent with the exist- 
ence of God and of ourselves, with our nature and 
necessities. 

(4.) But even though all this should be admitted, 
there still remains one stumbling-block insuperable to 
modem thought, and that is Tniraclea, (i7) He who 
says revelation, says miracles. But miracles, it is 
asserted, are impossible. The ancient world admitted 
the possibility of miracles, and therefore held them 
to be genuine^ and believed in them. We know that 
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they are impossible. The ancient -world felt itself 
obliged to explain supematurally many things which 
it was unable to explain naturally, and thus betook 
itself to the admission of the miraculous. We have 
penetrated far more deeply into the secrets of nature, 
and have a far more extensive knowledge of its laws 
and forces. The modern mind has cast a light upon 
that mysterious primeval forest of miracle, and 
banished its obscurity ; and that which is not yet 
clear will soon become so. The modem mind requires 
that everything should occur naturally. Miracles are 
a contradiction to the modem mind, which cannot 
but declare miracles, and consequently revelation, im- 
possible. 

It certainly is a requirement of the mind, to think 
of everything in its natural and necessary association. 
Is, then, everything comprised within the province of 
necessity ? is there not also a province of freedom ? 
Man lives, indeed, under the law of necessity, so far 
as he is a natural being, so far as he is an object of 
natural history. But is man only a natural being ? 
is he not also a personal and moral, and therefore 
a free one ? Is he only a physical object ? is he not 
also an ethical one ? And the province of ethics is 
above that of physics. If, then, man is free because 
he is a personal and moral being, is not this true 
of God above all other beings ? Is God, then, so 
bound by His own natural laws, as not to be at 
liberty to act ? We must deny God himself, if we 
deny that He can work miracles. Even Rousseau 
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expresses himself so strongly on this matter, that I 
should not like to adopt his expressions without some 
qualification. * This question,' says he, namely, 
whether God can work miracles, ' seriously treated, 
would be impious if it were not absurd ; and it would 
be doing too much honour to him who should answer 
it in the negative to punish him ; it would be suffi- 
cient to keep him in custody. But who has ever 
denied that God can work miracles?' He proceeds, 
indeed, to say that, 'to establish the genuineness of 
a miracle, we need to understand the laws and forces 
of nature in their full extent.' (18) And it is an 
objection often advanced against the possibility of 
miracles, that we cannot attain to a certainty of their 
genuineness. But this appeal to unknown laws in 
order to escape an admission of the miraculous, would 
be really what Kant calls the principle of a lazy 
reason. We all know well enough that there can be 
no unknown law of nature whereby a dead man can 
become alive again. Why, too, should negative 
criticism take the trouble of disputing a whole series 
of scriptural narratives, if the genuineness of a miracle 
can in no case be authenticated, and every one may 
be attributed to certain imknown natural laws ? A 
belief in the supernatural is indeed the foundation of 
all religion. () Miracles are just as reasonable as 
religion, or as this belief. Do we not believe that 
the world was created ? And what is creation but 
the first miracle ? For is it not truly miraculous that 
anything should arise, not caused by existing natural 
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laws and forces, or at least not fully caused by them, 
but including something entirely new, introduced into 
the order of nature without being its effect ? And 
this is in the highest sense true of creation. Nor is 
it less so of the redemption of mankind, or of the 
inward renewal of an individual by the power of divine 
grace. For in all these cases there is a new fact, 
which is not the mere product of pre-existing causes. 
The power of such free and miraculous action exists 
in the very nature of God ; and this is a fact which we 
all involuntarily acknowledge. We pray. And what 
is this but believing in miracles ? For we thus show 
that we believe God to be a free agent, not necessarily 
bound to the existing order of things, but directing 
them according to His will. For we might as well 
cease from prayer, and from all hope of obtaining our 
requests, if only that is to happen which must happen, 
and not that which God chooses shall happen. We 
commend ourselves, we commend our friends, to the 
protection of God ; we invoke Him in distress, we pray 
to Him for the removal of an evil, we entreat for the 
recovery of the sick, we hope for the help of God, etc. 
And what does all this mean, but that we believe in 
a living God, who can do what He will ? Certainly 
His will is not an arbitrary one, but the result of 
higher purposes ; yet He does what He does because 
He will, not because He must. And this is natural 
to God, for, as Jean Paul says, 'miracles on earth 
are natural events in heaven.' (20) Can He be said 
to be hindered by the course of nature ? Matthias 
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Claudius once said (iii. 29), ' Whether the prayer of an 
agitated soul can aflfect or effect anything, or whether 
the Tiezus rerum {i.e., the natural course of events) 
does not allow this, as some doctors think, I will not 
contend. I have every respect for the nexus rerum, 
but cannot help thinking of Samson, who left the 
nexus of the two gates of Gaza quite unbroken, and 
yet carried them to the top of the hill ; in short, I 
believe that the rain falls when it is dry, and that 
the heart does not pant in vain for the water-springs, 
if any one does but pray heartily and think rightly.* 

But it is said. Do not miracles abolish the laws of 
nature ; and is this conceivable after they have once 
been instituted ? Is not God, then, the God also of 
nature's laws ? What are they but the act of His free 
will ? Can He not subordinate them to a higher will 
and purpose ? But miracles do not abolish natural 
laws, they only withdraw individual occurrences from 
their control, and place them under a higher will and a 
higher force. We may find several analogies to this 
in a lower sphere. If my arm hurls a stoner into the 
air, this is contrary to the nature of the stone, and not 
an eflfect of the law of gravitation; but a higher force 
and a higher will are introduced, producing effects 
which are not the effects of lower forces. And yet 
these powers and laws are not abolished thereby, but 
continue to exist. And so, in the case of miracles, a 
higher causality interposes, and produces effects which 
are not the effects of the natural order of lower caus- 
alities, but which afterwards conform to this order. (21) 
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The ultimate purpose, moreover, of this higher caus- 
ality is identical with the highest moral aims of 
existenca To contribute to these is the best and 
noblest office of nature. K, then, miracles coincide 
in this office, if their motive is a moral and not an 
arbitrary one, they are not contrary to nature and 
her destination, but in the highest sense comformable 
therewith. The highest moral aim, however, is that 
of divine love. It is divine love which takes power 
into its service ; it is the redemption of mankind 
which carries on its new and higher history upon the 
soil of creation ; it is in the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus, that the reason and justification of 
miracles, because of revelation, are to be found. 

He who believes in Jesus Christ, believes also in 
miracles. For Jesus Christ is a miracle. He is not 
a mere product of natural antecedents and conditions. 
How much soever we may account for by natural 
causes — there yet remains to every one who appre- 
ciates the person and history of Jesus as they really 
were, even though he should not believe in Him in 
the orthodox sense, but should only see in Him per- 
haps a religious genius, or something of the kind ; 
there yet remains, we repeat, even to such an one, an 
inexplicable residuum which cannot be regarded as a 
mere product of natural antecedents and conditions, 
but which leads beyond the limits of natural causes to 
the supreme source of all higher life, to Qod himself, 
and must be regarded as a new and direct act 
and gift of God. And this is the proper notion of 
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a miracle, viz., that it is a free act of God, not 
orginating from any co-operation of the pre-existing 
powers of nature, but proceeding from God, and 
entering into connection with them. The order of 
nature is not violently interrupted thereby, but receives 
something which is most intrinsically adapted to it 
When we say Christ is a miracle, are we saying that 
He is an act of arbitrary power? By no means. 
History both demanded aud assumed Him. History 
had reached the point at which it required the person 
and deeds of Jesus Christ. Yet history could not 
produce, but must receive them. Jesus Christ was 
a moral necessity, yet not a natural but a super- 
natural fact. The supernatural, however, becomes 
natural, because it is a requirement of the natural. 
Natural life produced the demand, but not the 
supply. The supply was an immediate act of God ; 
but inasmuch as it was the supply of a want, it was 
in perfect harmony with nature. Hence miracles 
are no interruption of the order of nature, but rather 
its completion. 

But if this applies to Jesus Christ, it applies also 
to all revelation. For Jesus Christ is not isolated in 
history ; He makes no abrupt entrance upon its scene, 
but is the goal of a long course of previous history, 
whose final result He is. We call this history : sacred 
history, revelation. Christ is the governing idea of 
the whole ; for it is He who is aimed at from the 
very first. Hence, it partakes, equally with His 
appearance, of the character of the miraculous. And 
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all preceding and subsequent miracles find their justi- 
fication in the fact that they are connected with Him, 
that they form parts of that one revealed history of 
which he is the centre. (22) 

Such are their moral conditions. And it is herein 
that the miracles of the Bible are distinguished from 
all others. There is in them an entire absence of 
that fantastic, fabulous, or arbitrary element which is 
found in all other (so called) miracles. We need 
only compare our gospels with the apocryphal gospels, 
or the life of Jesus with that of Mahomet, to be con- 
vinced that they are as far removed as the east is 
from the west, from such fictitious events. The 
critical acumen of Niebuhr was, as is admitted, 
inferior to that of no man, and he has done away 
with only too much of the ancient history of Rome ; 
yet he acknowledged, ' With respect to a miracle in 
the strictest sense of the word, it needs but an 
unprejudiced and searching investigation of nature to 
perceive that the miracles here related are anything 
but absurd ; and a comparison with the legends or 
so-called miracles of other religions is all that is 
requisite to enable us to perceive what a diflferent 
spirit dwells in them.' (23) 

In short, miracles are not arbitrary acts, but morally 
necessary, as forming a part of revelation. 

What, then, is their true relation to revelation ? 
In the first place, they are the most popular form of 
authentication ; they ever have been, and ever will 
be, demanded as a palpable proof that a higher power 
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manifested itself in this history, and was aiming in 
it at the salvation of our soula They are, besides, 
the external representation of the thing itself : miracles 
are a translation of subjects purely spiritual into the 
hieroglyphics of nature. Nature is a world of sym- 
bolism. Miracles are the highest kind of symbolism. 
The blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the lepers 
are cleansed, etc., is the answer sent by Jesus to the 
Baptist. Jesus did not come into the world for the 
sake of healing the blind, the dumb, the lame ; but 
the miracle of the Spirit, the miracle of the spiritual 
and inward renewal of man was to be represented 
to dim-sighted mortals in the typical language of 
external acts. And finally, miracles are an essential 
element of revelation itself Jesus Christ is iJu 
miracle, for He is the revelation. We believe not 
merely because of miracles, we believe in the 
miracle that He is ; and the miracle which he Him- 
self is, was necessary, if we were to be saved. And 
this is to say that it was also possible. A miracle is 
possible because Revelation is possible. Revelation 
is in accordance with the nature and will of God, who 
is life and love, and with our nature and necessities. 
(5.) But how are we to discern whether revelation 
is genuvne and true ? All religions appeal to revela- 
tion. How then does the Christian religion prove that 
it alone, above all others, is really founded thereon ! 
We are not now about to institute a comparison be- 
tween Christianity and Judaism or Heathenism. We 
shall speak subsequently of this matter. Our present 



Testimony of the Apostles. 203 

« 

inquiry is : What is our authority for believing that 
Christianity is a genuine revelation, and that it is 
truth? 

Let us then summon the various witnesses to Chris- 
tian truth, and hear their testimony. (24) We have 
the testimony of the Apostles. Their writings are per- 
vaded by a spirit of sincerity. They meant, at least, 
to relate the truth. Indeed, they could have had no. 
interest in doing otherwise. Nor could those who 
deal in falsehoods speak as they do. Their sober- 
mindedness is also very evident. They are not a 
multitude of blind fanatics and enthusiasts ; they are 
men of sound sense and strong nerves.* Benan may 
call Mary Magdalene a ' personne exaltde' because he 
cannot understand such devotion to the person of 
Jesus Christ; but even he is forced to confess that the 
Galilean fishermen were sober-minded men : and the 
modem attempt to transform St Paul into a nervous 
visionary is simply absurd. (25) Now St Paul says 
in the first place, that he himself wrought miraoles. 
When writing to the Corinthians, he appeals for the 
corroboration of his apostolic authority most emphati- 
cally to the fact that ' the signs of an apostle,' i.e., 
miracles, were wrought among them (2 Cor. xii. 12, 
and also Rom. xv. 18, 19). (26) Then, the apostles 
declared with one mouth, ' We are His witnesses.' 
* That which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, declare we unto you.' And St Luke, 
who was not an eye-witness, assures us that he had 
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' perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first,' and writes to Theophilus that he might know 
the certainty of those things wherein he had been 
instructed. 

Now the central point of their united testimony is, 
the resu'n'ection of Jeaua Christ There is no fact of 
history of which more abundant evidence exists than 
of this. Renan indeed asserts that we owe this fact 
to the highly wrought {exaltie) imagination of Mary 
Magdalene. * Oh ! divine power of love,' he ex- 
claims ; ' sacred moments, in which the passion of one 
whose senses were deceived (hallucinee) gives to the 
world a God raised from the dead.' But we say that 
these are blasphemous words, and utterly unworthy 
of an historian. For the historical fact is not to be 
disposed of by such smooth rhetoric. We know that 
the disciples expected anything rather than this event. 
The death of Jesus had left them inconsolable and 
hopeless. And when the tidings were brought to them 
that He was risen, they could not, they would not, 
believe it. ' Certain women of our company,' said the 
two disciples going to Emmaus, ' made us astonished 
which were early at the sepulchre ; and wHen they 
found not his body, they came, saying that they had 
also seen a vision of angels, which said that He was 
alive. And certain of them which were with us went 
to the sepulchre, and found it so even as the women 
had said; but Him they saw not.' So unprepared to 
allow themselves to entertain fresh hopes did the nar- 
rative of the women find them, that it rendered them 
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almost more inconsolable. Not till Jesus bore his 
personal testimony were they convinced. And nothing 
less than His own repeated and palpable appearance 
was needed to assure all the disciples, to assure Thomas, 
of the fact of his resurrection. Nor did He appear 
merely to individuals ; He was seen by many, and at 
last by five hundred at once, of whom many were still 
living when St Paul wrote his first Epistle to the 
Corinthians (1 Cor. jcv. 5-8) ; and it was to the testi- 
mony of these living men that he appealed. Thus all 
possibility of deception, hallucination, diseased vision, 
etc., is done away with. The resurrection has been 
called a fact of the consciousness, for the sake of hav- 
ing a word to conceal the perplexity which the event 
itself inspires. Even the sharpest of critics is obliged 
to admit the fact of Christ's resurrection. * Nothing 
but the miracle of the resurrection' — owns Baur, 
' could disperse the doubts which seemed about to cast 
faith itself into the eternal night of death.' (27) 

To all this testimony St Paul adds the corroboration 
of his own eye-witness. For nothing else could have 
made of him, the enemy of Jesus and the persecutor 
of His Church, a disciple and an apostle ; nothing else 
could have caused him to find peace for his soul in his 
path of hatred towards Christians. (28) By no tricks of 
explanation can this fact be got rid of. It is too 
potent for such a process. It cannot be said, he only 
fancied he saw Jesus, for nothing was farther from his 
mind. And with such a disposition as he then en- 
tertained towards Jesus, he would rather have defended 
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himself against such an appearance as a delusion. He 
submitted to it because he was obliged to do so, in 
spite of his opposition. If he could have helped 
acknowledging it, he never would have done so. It 
cannot be said in reply, that the Maid of Orleans also 
believed she heard the voices of her saints. Truly 
she did ; but it was because she wished it, because 
she lived in them, because they were interwoven in 
her very being. But in the case of St Paul, what he 
saw was in direct opposition to all his thoughts and 
wishes. And he was no enthusiastic girL No man 
ever did so great a deed as he did. The foundation 
of the Western Church is his work ; it is the super- 
structure built upon his conversion, upon the appear- 
ance of the risen Redeemer to himself. Will it be 
asserted, can it be seriously asserted, that the greatest 
event, the event most fruitful in blessings in the world's 
history, was the result of the strangest delusion that 
ever happened to a human being ? No. If any one 
event of history is certain, it is our Lord's resurrection. 
And it is this which is the seal and attestation of 
divine revelation. 

J4ay I not, in the next place, bring forward as wit- 
nesses for Jesus Christ, the innumerable company of 
confessors who have sealed their faith by death ? We 
need but read the accounts of their martyrdoms to be 
convinced that we find here nothing of fanaticism or 
obstinacy or proud contempt of death, but the most 
peaceful assurance and joyful faith, desirous, whether 
by life or by death, to glorify Him to whom the heart's 
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affections had already been given. But it is not merely 
the Church of the martyrs, but the whole Church at 
all times, which is a witness for Christ. The existence 
of the Church itself, which, as Lessing says, surpasses 
all other miracles, — the fact of its existence, the spirit 
which animates it, the effects it produces, the spiritual 
forces by which it is pervaded, and which demonstrate 
its exalted origin, — all are proofs of the revelation of 
God in Christ Jesus ; for it is upon Him that the 
Church is built. The adversaries, too, of Christ, their 
opposition to Christianity, that summoning of all their 
forces, which has at all periods proved in vain— even 
these are constrained to bear testimony. And above 
all is that nation which dwells among and around us — 
while their home is in a foreign land, the nation of the 
dispersion, the nation under an old unexpiated guilt 
— that most marvellous of nations, marvellous in the 
time of its prosperity, marvellous now in the times of 
its adversity — a witness for Christ. The prince who 
formerly asked his chaplain to furnish him with evi- 
dence of the truth of Christianity, but to do so briefly, 
for he had no time to spare, received as an answer the 
word, 'The Jews, your Majesty !' (29) 

But we have yet another kind of evidence added to 
these, and setting its seal upon them all — the internal 
evidence, the joint testimony of our own conscience 
and of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. This is the testi- 
mony of the truth itself; and the very highest kind 
of evidence is always that which truth bears to itself. 

When the word of Christ draws near to us, and 
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enters into our hearts, a voice awakes within me, — the 
voice of our own conscience, saying, Yea, verily this is 
the truth thou art seeking, and hast been so long seek- 
ing without finding. Then all our slumbering notions, 
our vague aspirations, our heartfelt longings for peace 
and reconciliation, revive within us, saying. Yea, this 
is what we wanted ; this is what we were seeking and 
craving after without knowing it. Man is a question ; 
the word of Christ is its answer. Man is an enigma ; 
the word of Christ is its solution. Man is a contra- 
diction, a heap of contradictions ; revelation is the 
abolition of these contradictions. In an algebraical 
equation of three known quantities and one unknown, 
viz., X, the value of x being found, the correctness of 
the solution is proved by its perfect accordance with " 
the other quantities. And the case here is exactly 
parallel. The word of Christ satisfies the eqiiation 
of our nature ; it is the solution of the x, of the un- 
known quantity within us. Our nature produces the 
demand, but revelation gives the supply, and the 
perfect harmony of the two bears witness that revela- 
tion is truth. * 

And in proportion as we receive within us the word 
of revelation, do we appreciate this harmony, and thus 
become experimentally assured of the truth of reve- 
lation. The Spirit witnesses to our spirit that it is 
truth. This is that internal self-witnessing of truth 
which is its highest evidence — the evidence of life 
and experience. For it is ever the highest proof of 
truth to be self-evident. The paralytic, says Lessing 
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who has felt the beneficial results of electricity, will 
be but little affected by the various opinions and 
doubts of the learned concerning electricity ; but will 
persevere in maintaining that he has himself experi- 
enced its efifects. This will be his sufficient evidence 
that it is a reality and a power. (3o) And the case 
here is similar. The effects produced by truth are 
the proofs of its genuineness. But in order to receive 
this proof, we must surrender ourselves to truth. Ex- 
ternal events can be externally proved, mathematical 
propositions mathematically demonstrated ; but moral 
truths can be only morally, i.e., inwardly, proved. It 
is to the conscience that they prove themselves ; and 
this is the self-evidence of the truth of revelation. 

An acquaintance with this kind of evidence can be 
attained by every one, without reference to the degree 
of education. And this fact is an essential element 
of the self-evidence of revelation ; for truth must needs 
be popular. That which cannot be popular is cer- 
tainly not the highest kind of truth, for all men with- 
out distinction are created for truth, and have a 
craving for it. Hence it must be patent to all. The 
ancient philosophers, who sought to replace by their 
systems the unsatisfying religions of their day, often 
declared that their teaching was not adapted to the 
multitude, but only to the aristocracy of mind. And 
this is true in a still higher degree of modem philo- 
sophy. Christianity, on the contrary, is for all ; for 
God will have all men to be saved, and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. Christianity has made 

o 
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the sublimest truth the most popular matter, and a 
power of every-day life, and raised even the most 
uneducated to an incomparably higher level than that 
on which the most highly cultivated of the ancient 
world formerly stood. He who has received into his 
heart the truths of Christianity, — and this is what 
every one can do, — ^knows more than Plato, and is 
wiser than Sociutes. 

(6.) But it is said, How can Christianity, how can 
revelation be true, when it is corUrary to reason f 

Certainly revelation goes beyond reason, and cannot 
but do so ; for, as Lessing says, ' What is the meaning 
of a revelation which reveals nothing ? ' If revelation 
be possible and necessary, it must, in the eye of 
reason, be rather a proof of its truth than an objection 
against it, to find it contain things surpassing its 
comprehension. They who would eliminate aU such 
matters from their religion, might as well be without 
one ; for what is a revelation which reveals nothing ! 
The taking captive the reason to the obedience of 
faith is the result of the very notion of revelation, 
or rather the reason is a willing captive ; it« sur- 
render is but its confession of its limitation, as 
soon as it is assured of the genuineness of revela- 
tion. (31) 

This confession of limitation is, however, indis- 
pensable. The very greatest minds are just those 
which have least scrupled to make such a con- 
fession. Socrates, the most celebrated of tie wise 
men of Greece, designated his knowing that he 
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knew nothing, as that wisdom which he possessed above 
others. And a Newton, when dying, called the 
labours of his life only a playing with the shells on 
the sea-shore, while the great ocean of truth lay still 
undiscoverable before him. Of Goethe, moreover, 
that most comprehensive intellect of our nation, it is 
universally known that this confession of limitation 
was characteristic of his whole mode of thought. Do 
we understand ourselves 1 Do we understand nature 
by which we are surrounded ? ' Man,' says Goethe, 
' is an obscure being ; he knows not whence he comes 
nor whither he goes ; he knows little of the world, 
and least of all himself.' 'We are all walking 
amidst mysteries and marvels,' says he in another 
place ; and in Faust ; 

* Inscrutable in broadest light. 
To be unveiled by thee she (i.c. nature) doth refuse ; 
What she reveals not to thy mental sight, 
Thou wilt not wrest from her with bars and screws.* 

' The world is full of enigmas.' * Nature always con- 
tains something problematical, which human faculties 
are incapable of fathoming.' Who has ever under- 
stood the mystery of life ? * To comprehend our 
origin, our life, is utterly denied us.' What right 
have we, then, to make the narrow boundaries of our 
understanding the standard of the actual and the 
possible ? 

' Yon learned gentry thna your lore display : 
What you can't reach you think is miles away ; 
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What you can't understand is nought to you. 
And what you don't expect, cannot be true. 
That which you weigh not, you esteem but light ; • 
What you don't coin is worthless in your sight.'(82) 

All knowledge rests ultimately on faith. I must at 
last believe in my own soul, and in the perceptions 
of my mind. Besides, every science is founded on 
certain principles which are matters of direct admis- 
sion, and cannot themselves be firet proved. For 
every such admission is a matter of faith, and * every 
philosophic system is built upon such fundamental 
admissions. Even infidelity is a matter of faith ; for 
we have no direct nor simply homogeneous intuition 
of the principles of things, and therefore no absolute 
certainty.' (38) All depends on what fundamental 
admission takes possession of a man's mind, with the 
impression of infallible truth. There is no knowledge 
from which faith is absent ; for all knowledge rests 
upon the postulate of something believed. Even 
materialism, which admits only matter and force, rests 
upon belief, a belief in this invisible power of force ; 
for it does but infer its existence from its effects. 
' Our own existence, and that of all things around us, 
must be believed, and can in no other way be made 
out,' says Hamann. (84) It is an acknowledged fact, 
that the deeper any one goes in his search after 
knowledge, the more humble and modest he becomes, 
for he only the more perceives the limits of his 
attainments ; while, on the other hand, the more 
superficial any one is, the more arrogant is he wont 
to be, for he just so much the more thinks he has 
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fathomed and understood everything. Hence more 
pride of knowledge is generally found in youth than 
in age. Youth knows far less of those problems 
which appear the more incapable of solution the more 
we seek to solve them. Pascal says, ' The last step 
of reason is to perceive that there are infinitely many 
things which surpass her ; and if she does not attain 
this knowledge, she is weak indeed I ' 'If we first 
understood what reason is,' says Hamann, ' all discord 
between it and faith would cease ' (85) The highest 
attainment of wisdom, then, is the knowledge of our 
limitation. 

And if this applies to all matters, it does so most 
entirely in the province of religion and with respect 
to God. For this is the province of the highest 
truth, of truth properly so called. Even if we were 
to travel over the whole world, we could not find in 
it the truth for which we are seeking. There are in- 
deed many so-called truths, but there is but One 
Truth which is really such, which can solve the 
enigmas of our life, and disclose the mysteries of our 
existence. This truth is no growth of earth, its 
pedigree reaches beyond and above this world. We 
all feel that just where the boundaries of our know- 
ledge lie, just where mystery begins, lies that which 
we desire to know, that which we want, that which 
decides our lot. Man has ever sought to penetrate 
this world of mysteries, but revelation alone has given 
us any information concerning it, and faith is the 
only organ by which we can have any knowledge of it. 
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We can nowhere whoUy dispense with faith, for aH 
rifiible things are pervaded by an invisible mystery. 
How then can we dispense with it in questions of 
religious knowledge ? These can only be grasped by 
faith, and all our acquaintance with them is based 
upon faith. If, moreover, direct certainty and inward 
strength are peculiar to every kind of faith that is 
worthy the name, religious faith is the firmest, surest, 
and most voluntary of all ; for it concerns the last 
and highest matters in which we live and move, and 
therefore also those best and highest motives and 
reasons in which all others combine and are consum- 
mated. ' No foundation can be so firm, no motive so 
influential, no reasons so binding, no results so far- 
reaching, as belief in these things/ (36) 

Now, it is natural that this religious belief should 
go beyond our reason; for it deals in those higher truths 
which we are incapable of discovering by means of our 
natural understanding. God far surpasses the limits 
of our natural reason. Hence, too, religious faith, 
whose subject-matter is God, must necessarily go 
beyond these limits. ' Human reason and divine 
reason,' says Goethe, 'are two very different things.* (87) 
And Leibnitz : ' He who, in matters relating to God, 
believes nothing but what his own reason can fathom, 
dwindles the idea of God.' Lord Bacon, too, has 
these words ; * we must enlarge our mind to the 
magnitude of divine mysteries, not limit them to the 
narrowness of our understanding.' (88) 

And if this applies to God, generally speaking, it 
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does so in a twofold degree to those counsels for our 
redemption, which were in the Divine Mind, unknown 
to any but to Himself and His Spirit. 'For as no man 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 
which is in him, even so the things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God.' This counsel of God 
is the silent secret of His heart, until He himself 
reveals it; and then He reveals to us something utterly 
new, something which it never entered into the heart 
of man to conceive, something forming no part of our 
thoughts, and far surpassing them; something, there- 
fore, which we must let ourselves be told, which we 
must believe, and which goes beyond our reason. 

But, it is objected, is not revelation also contrary to 
our reason ? And it is this which is the obstacle. It 
cannot certainly be denied that revelation not merely 
goes beyond our reason, but that in many particulars 
it also stands opposed to our natural ideas. But this 
is not of itself conclusive against revelation; the ques- 
tion rather is. On which of the two sides is truth to 
be found ? It is an integral part of our natural ideas, 
that we must attain perfection by our own moral 
efforts ; and that in proportion to our progress in the 
way of moral effort, have we to expect a commensurate 
reward. When revelation, then, tells us that we 'have 
no merit at all before God ; that the fundamental error 
of man is his claim thereto ; that he thereby entirely 
forfeits God's approval, and makes his salvation im- 
possible ; that we can only live by grace, etc. — ^this is 
certainly contrary to our natural reason. When our 
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own notions present to us only a God of power and | 

majesty, unapproachable by human thought ; and 
revelation acquaints us with a God who humbled him- 
self and came to us, who shared our earthly lot to 
save us, — this is certainly contrary to our natural reason. 
If we had had to invent a religion and a revelation, we 
should have invented something quite different. We 
should never have thought of so humble a revelation, 
beginning with a child in a cradle, and concluding with 
a death upon the cross. We should have chosen as its 
locality either Greece or Rome, and not have planted 
it in that comer of the earth, and in that nation, upon 
which the contempt of mankind rested. In all this 
there certainly is an opposition between revelation as 
it really is, and human reason. And the apostle 
emphatically asserts that, to the merely natural under- 
standing, the gospel, i.c., revelation, is foolishness. 
There is nothing more paradoxical to the reason than 
revelation, than Christianity. (39) But the question is, 
On which side does truth lie ? If our natural reason 
were quite rightly ordered, certainly revelation ought 
not to be found in opposition to it. But is our natural 
reason still rightly ordered ? If man has been the 
subject of a moral perversion, which none can deny, 
it would be taking but a mechanical view of man to 
imagine that there is one province of his intellectual 
life which has been unaffected thereby. But if it is 
wholly affected and corrupted, we cannot but say that 
revelation could not be true, unless it were found in 
opposition thereto. Now, the main corruption even of 
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otir thoughts is pride; and hence the main stumbling- 
block and paradox which we find in revelation is the 
humility of God, and his requirement of humility on 
our part. 'The sublime paradoxy of Christianity 
delights in revealing, and at the same time in con- 
cealing, the Highest, the Absolute, in the most 
insignificant forms ; so that it is only by the deepest 
submission and humility that receptive minds can 
enter into His sanctuary, while the non-receptive, the 
self-satisfied and the proud, are moved to opposition 
and enmity/ (40) Hence this opposition is a proof in 
favour of, and not against, Christianity. If it had 
been a revelation which made everything depend upon 
our own work and merit, it would please us, for it 
would nourish our pride ; but then it would not be 
true. Because, however, it makes everything depend 
upon the condescension and grace of God, it displeases 
for it humbles us ; but for this very reason it is true. 
' All those contradictions,' says Pascal, ' which seem 
as if they would keep me furthest from the knowledge 
of religion, have most powerfully drawn me to it. '(41) 
Hence, in spite of this contradiction, it has always 
stood its ground; and 'the only science which is 
contrary to general reason, and to the nature of man, 
is the only one which has endured throughout all 
ages.' (42) 

Our very disinclination to yield to it is an evidence 
in its favour. * Recognise, then,' says Pascal, 'the 
truth of religion in its obscurity, in our indiflFerence to 
becoming acquainted with it,'(43) and in another place 
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he says that ' if the Jews of the time of Jesus had 
all assented to His claims, that very circumstance would 
render Him an object of mistrust, for it would be 
suspicious testimony ; and the unbelief of the Jews 
ought itself to be a reason for our belief in Him/ (44) 
In short, the opposition of revelation to reason, i.ei, to 
proud and self-exalting reason, the necessity it lays 
upon us of renouncing this reason, is but an evidence 
in its favour. ' There is nothing so consistent with 
reason as this abnegation of reason. '(45) ' We must know 
how to doubt when necessary, to maintain an opinion 
when necessary, and to submit when necessary. '(46) 

Behind this proud and self -exalting reason is found 
reason's hidden truth, even a secret feeling and con- 
viction that we are made for God, and tend to God, 
and an inward moral consciousness that we are sinners, 
and in need of mercy. And with this reason revela- 
tion is in harmony. In this sense it is true that 
revelation is not merely beyond and contrary to reason, 
but also that it is in agreement with reason. Reason 
opens the great case to be investigated ; revelation 
prosecutes it by furnishing the answer. ' Reason is 
the human preface to divine revelation.' (4?) It some- 
times happens that a preface promises more than the 
book itself performs ; but revelation fully performs 
what reason announces. 

If revelation agrees with reason, reason, on the 
other hand, is the organ for the perception of revela- 
iiqfL And certainly reason is sufficiently skilful and 
exactly adapted for this perception. As is the relation 
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in which the eye, made for light, stands to the sun, so 
is the relation in which reason stands to divine revela- 
tion. But to see the light, the eye must be opened ; 
and to perceive the sun, a right position must be occu- 
pied with respect to it And so too must we unclose 
our reason, aud bring it into a right position with 
respect to revelation, if it is to be enlightened thereby. 
Moreover, we must be willing to have it enlightened. 
It often happens that an object may be before our 
eyes without our seeing it, that a sound may reach our 
ears without our hearing it, because our attention is 
not directed towards it, because we do not yield our- 
selves to the impression. So too shall we fail in attain- 
ing a knowledge of revelation unless we surrender 
ourselves thereto. This surrender of knowledge is 
love. All true knowledge is a loving absorption in its 
object Only love of the truth understands truth. 
Love is not blind, as has been said, but sees correctly, 
and in fact alone sees correctly, for it alone sees the 
nature of things and their hidden truth. It is with 
the heart that we truly know, and especially that we 
truly know God and His revelation. As Pascal so 
finely says, ' Things human must be known to be 
loved ; things divine must be loved to be known.' (48) 
He who walks in this way of love will not fail to 
perceive that revelation is of all thiugs that which is 
most in harmony with reason, — ^nay, that it is itself 
the highest reason, the reason's truth. 




LECTUEE VIIL 

THE HISTORY OF REVELATION HEATHENISM AND 

JUDAISM, 

'EVELATION has gone through a history. 
It was not complete at Once, but was 
subjected to that law of development which 
prevails over everything that has life on earth. If 
revelation was to form a component part of history, 
and to dovetail with the progress of the human mind, 
it must of necessity be placed under the law by which 
that mind was ruled. Why, it has often been ajsked, 
with the intent to raise an objection to Christian 
doctrine, if the sin 'of the first man brought so much 
misery upon the human race, and rendered, as the 
Church teaches us, so great a sacrifice necessary, did 
not God abolish this misery, and restore mankind to 
their lost communion with Him immediately after 
the fall ? The answer to this objection lies in this 
law of development. God began to reveal redemption 
immediately, but this revelation appeared under the 
law of history. Hence, though supernatural in its 
nature and origin, it became natural in its actuality, 
because it entered into combination with the history 
of mankind and of the human mind. 
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Revelation has a history, because there is history 
in general ; there is history, because there is an end 
in view ; there is an end in view, because there is a 
(jod ; and eternal love, because there is also provi- 
dence, which rules the destinies of man, and guides 
them towards the end appointed by divine Love. If 
there were no such end, human life would be the 
saddest and most wearisome thing in existence. We 
are all persuaded that history is no mere spectacle of 
intricate mazes, or self-repeating transitions, but a 
progress. Nothing is more certain to modern thought, 
nor more demanded by it, than progress. But there 
can be no progress when there is no end in view. It 
is not we who have set this end before ourselves, but 
it is the thought of that eternal Love which arranges 
all that concerns us, and which alone can bring it to 
pass. This end we emphatically call the kingdom of 
God ; the realization of the highest moral and reli- 
gious task and destiny of mankind, the realization of 
our moral and religious ideal. We have such an ideal 
in our minds, we long for it; and it will, it must, 
come to pass. The secret of History, that which 
makes history a sublime subject of contemplation, is 
to pursue, or at least to form a conjecture of, the 
ways by which God is leading us to this end. It 
bestows a higher meaning and dignity even upon 
individual life, and its small doings, to be able to say, 
that even our actions, be they ever so insignificant, 
do, if they be but Jaudable, contribute to the accom- 
plishment of the high moral task of mankind, and 



222 Led. VIII. — History (^ Revelation. 

shall be interwoven by God into that great web of 
history, whose final result is the kingdom of God — 
the kingdom of truth, righteousness, and perfection. 

For this purpose God employs the means of natural 
life, the infinite variety which He has caused to exist 
therein. To this variety belong the peculiarities and 
special vocations of the several naiioTis. Each nation 
has its special task in conducing to the general history 
of the human race ; but this task has a more promi- 
nent importance, and exerts more decided influence 
on the course of history in the case of some nations 
than of others. The natural vocation of mankind is 
the progress of culture. Hence there are nationa of 
culture, specially gifted nations, the propagators of the 
several great tasks of culture. Thus the Greek was 
the nation of artistic and scientific culture ; Rome 
the nation of legislation, etc. But the soul and source 
of all culture is religion. Hence there was also a 
nation of religion, namely Israel. As then culture, 
so also religion should be the concern of the whole 
race. Greece and Rome were entrusted with .culture, 
that they might make it the concern of mankind. So 
also was religion located in a single nation, that it 
might thence overspread the whole earth. Here, in 
this nation of religion, had revelation its home and 
history. This history of revelation occupies manifold 
relations to the history of culture, without inter- 
mingling with it. But these relations were prepara- 
tory to the translation of religion into the. soil of 
culture. To effect this translation was the task of 
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Christianity. It was Christianity which made religion 
and revelation the concern of the whole worid of cul- 
ture. Then were united the two great provinces 
which had hitherto been separate — ^the revelationless 
history of the world of culture, and the history of 
revelation in Israel. Thoroughly to work each into 
the other, is the task of the Christian ages. Hence 
there could be no greater hindrance to human pro- 
gress, and no heavier misfortune could befall the 
human race, than a breach between these two pro- 
vinces of culture and religion. 

The heatlien matioTis were not without religion, 
but they were not the bearers of a religion for the 
future, their vocation lay in another department. 
Their religions were ' religions which grew wild,' as 
Schelling, after St Paul's simile of the wild olive tree 
(Rom. xL), calls them, they were not revealed reli- 
gions. Yet they were not therefore withdrawn from 
Divine direction. Even the heathen religions ran the 
course prescribed to them by God and served *to 
educate the human race' for revelation, for the longer 
they existed, the more they showed the need of reve- 
lation. If revelation went through a history in Israel 
for mankind, mankind went through a history in the 
heathen world for revelation. These religions were 
to lead the human mind past themselves, and thus to 
prepare for the reception of revelation. This would 
not have been possible, unless there had been in them 
those elements of religious truth which at the same time 
served as positive preparations for the whole full truth. 
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The apostle Paul, indeed, says of the heathen that 
they were without -God in the world (Eph. ii. 12). 
Certainly they had not God Himself, and this is the 
deep reason of the lamentation by which, though 
misconceived, the whole heathen world is pervaded. 
But yet they were not utterly devoid of connection 
with God. God had a tie to them, and they had a 
tie to God. The former existed in the truths which 
lay at the roots of their religions, the latter in the 
religious feeling which was found even among them, 
and which for centuries ruled the life of the ancient 
world. But both that objective and this subjective 
side of religion passed through a history, and that 
history was a process of progressive self-dissolution 
leading down on the one hand into the slough of 
atheism or superstition, yet on the other producing 
at the same time that noble spirit of anticipation, or 
at least of dissatisfaction, in which the close of the 
old world opened the door to the spirit of the new. 

Let us take a brief glance at these two sides, and 
their historical development. 

There are elements of truth at the root of all 
religions. Even their errors are but distortions of a 
hidden truth. But for this the religions cff heathen- 
dom would not have endured so long, and would not 
still endure. For it is not pure falsehood which can 
win and satisfy the human mind ; let man sink ever 
so low, he will never utterly annihilate the feeling for 
truth which is in him. Individuals may succeed 
in deadening their feeling for truth, but nations will 
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never be capable of wholly stifling it. The truths 
which lie hidden in heathen religions, had their origin 
in primitive revelations which were the common pos- 
session of the whole human race before it separated 
into different nations. These were the inheritance 
which the nations took with them into foreign lands 
from their common home, upon which to live after 
they had departed therefrona. There is everywhere 
a consciousness of God expressing itself in worship, 
everywhere a certain feeling of sin and guilt, every- 
where a felt need of propitiation and atonement ex- 
pressing itself in sacrifices and prayers, in purifica- 
tions and penances, while among many nations we 
meet with the idea of a mediator, (l) And the farther 
back we go in history, the purer is the form borne by 
the various religions. It is an acknowledged fact, 
confirmed both by historical research and the traditions 
of the heathen, that the original religious notions of 
God were purer than the subsequent national reli- 
gions, (2) thus justifying the description of the apostle 
Paul when he represents the history of the notion 
of God as one of progressive perversion of the truth. 
The consciousness that this was the case reached very 
far down the stream of time. Thus Varro, e.g., in- 
forms us that the Romans for one hundred and seventy 
years, had no images of the gods, and that they who 
introduced their use, had set up an error hitherto 
unknown, (s) The national religions, however, sank 
lower and lower as time advanced, that which drew 
them down was that power of falsehood which was in 

P 
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them from the beginning, which is involved in the 
very principle of Heathenism, and oonstitotes its 
nature. For its nature is to draw God into the 
world. In no heathen religion do we meet with the 
pure idea of God. Heathenism knows not the abso- 
lute God, but puts in His place the cosmical powers, 
which are but the organs of his agency, the garment 
with which He covers Himself It is thus that the 
apostle Paul describes the nature of heathenism in 
that classical passage where he treats of it, Rom. L 
18, &c., especially v. 25, a description which the 
most profound scientific investigation has abundantly 
corroborated. (*) The cosmical powers, however, are 
twofold, they belong to nature or to mind. Hence 
some heathen religions represent more the stage of 
Tiature, others more that oimind. Between Fetishism, 
which finds a god in the individual natural object 
which it selects for veneration, and the Pantheism of 
India, which sees the end of man in the absorption of 
the individual in the universal life of nature, there is a 
whole series of religions which deify nature. Their 
home is for the most part among the coloured tribes, 
who are more immersed in the life of nature than the 
white man ; but this kind of religion finds its deepest 
and most striking exemplification in the profoundly 
melancholy view of the world and religion of the 
white ra<jes of Indians. It is here that the Pantheism 
of the heathen view of the world is fully manifested in 
those two forms of the Indian religion, Brahmanism and 
Buddhism. While Brahmanism merges this perishable 
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world in universal being, in the Boul of the universe, 
whose emanation or whose dream the world is. 
Buddhism carries out the idea of perishableness to the 
ultimate cause of all being, and finally annihilates 
everything, finding in the notion of absolute submis* 
sion a consolation for all the evils of life. Here the 
Pantheism of the religion of nature is carried out to 
its full results. But the populace require personal 
divinities to whom they may apply. Hence the 
pantheistic religions of nature everywhere become 
polytheistic, the several divinities representing the 
powers of nature. In these religions we everywhere 
see the mind of man renounced, as it were, before the 
life of nature, and merged in its mysteries. The begets 
ting and generating power of nature was the idea 
represented in a series of divinities, symbols, and 
solemnities. We who have become so much freer 
from the power of natural life can now form no idea 
of the tyranny which these religions were capable 
of exercising over the minds of men. They might 
demand the greatest sacrifices from their worshippers, 
and these were not refused, whether it were that the 
noblest virgins of Babylon imperilled their honour 
through religious enthusiasm for the sake of partici- 
pating in the divine nature, or that the youths of 
Carthage rushed into the flames in their religious 
fanaticism. It was the power of nature's intoxication 
which ruled the mind of man. But natural life is at 
the same time sensuous life. Hence all these re- 
ligions are pervaded by a power of seusuousness, and 
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exhibit a combination of religion and debauchery 
which is to us afl repulsive as it is incomprehensible. 
Certainly the religions of mind occupy a higher 
level, but even these do not get beyond the Cosmos. 
It is only the idea of man which the Greek worships 
in his gods. It is true that the idea of Godhead is 
reflected in them, but only in broken rays. A mono- 
theistic feature pervades the Greek conception of the 
world of gods and goddesses, — ^it seeks to attain in 
Zeus or in Fate a supreme absolute divinity, (&) but is 
unable to maintain the heights to which it would soar, 
and is ever drawn down again within the barriers of 
limitation. The Greek popular religion knows not an 
Almighty, still less a Holy God, and has no conception 
of a God of love. And how little it shunned to 
attribute to its divinities all the passions and vices 
of mortals, is) well known. In the later days of 
philosophy, indeed, a struggle against this humanizing 
of the divine idea took place, and efforts were made, 
chiefly by Sdcrates and Plato, to raise the idea of 
Godhead to greater purity and spirituality. But the 
old popular religion could stand no criticism, the 
investigation of its doctrines and usages was its dis- 
solution, while philosophic speculation was unable to 
replace it. For philosophy is not for the masses, but 
for the few ; moreover, the Platonic philosophy was 
wanting in that foundation of objective facts which 
was needed to constitute it a religion. For every 
religion must appeal and has appealed to facts either 
supposed or real ; ideas alone, however sublime 
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or true, cannot make a religion. (6) And this, 
too, was the barrier which prevented the rfiysteriea 
from becoming religion. In their secret doctrines, 
especially in the Eleusinian, the mind sought that 
satisfaction which was not afforded it by the popular 
religion. They promised to furnish an answer to 
those fundamental questions of religion, the questions 
of atonement and a future life. They gathered 
around them a circle of believers from among the 
most noble minded of the nation. But their answer 
consisted only in symbols not in facts, and hence they 
fell together with the old .belief in the gods. Finally 
the oracles became silent, and left men without an 
answer from the gods, a circumstance in which the 
ancient world saw a significant sign that the era of 
the ancient belief in the gods was at an end. (7) And 
so it was. It was resolved into scepticism on the 
one hand, and superstition on the other. For this 
was the issue both of the piety and the religions of 
the ancient world. 

It is impossible to form too strong a conception of 
the power and authority exercised over the life by 
religious opinions, practices, and customs during the 
earlier ages, even in Greece, with all its intellectual 
activity. I have already spoken of the important 
position occupied by prayer both in political and 
private life in the ancient world. And what is true 
of prayer, is true of religion in general, every act of 
life being supported and encircled thereby. The 
heathenism of the early ages were a pious and religious 
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heathenism. Athens especially enjoyed the fame of 
being a God-fearing city. But the limits of religion 
were also the limits of piety. Prayer and sacrifice 
were in truth but the fulfilment of a legal duty, 
and not the spontaneous offerings of the heart. Man 
paid to the gods the tribute that* was their due, 
for the world was so parcelled out, that dominion 
fell to the lot of the gods, dependence to that of 
men. Hence it behoved man to acknowledge this 
relation, and to discharge his obligations to the gods 
that he might earn and secure their favour. No 
other personal relation to the gods existed. They 
felt no love, properly so called, to men; nor was 
there in men any love to the gods. And Aristotle 
declared it to be utterly absurd (arorov) to ^eak of 
love to the gods, since love could only exist between 
beings of the same kind. Piety was nothing more 
than an acknowledgement of dependence. But the 
feeling of mere dependence exercises no special moral 
influence upon man's inner life; it can check and 
moderate, but is incapable of purifying the heart, 
and bestowing a new disposition. And this was the 
extent of the piety of the ancient world. But even 
this effect of religion was lost when the era of bound- 
less self-assertion began. The age of Pericles and of 
the Peloponnesian war marks this fatal turn in Grecian 
life. The sophism which defined the individual 
man as ''the standard of all things" lent its support 
to this movement, which the nobler philosophy of 
a Plato was unable to restrain, and which the general 
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state of things both evoked and promoted. In 
imperishable lines has Thucydides depicted the moral 
corruption which succeeded the plague at Athens after 
the commencement of the Peloponnesian war, showing 
how all that was sacred to the gods or revered by 
man was beginning to fall into contempt. (8) From 
that time, the process of the dissolution of ancient 
piety set in. Religion possessed no independent strength 
for a victorious resistance. The religions of the 
ancient world were imited to the state, they were not 
the religions of the man, but of the citizen. The 
highest of religious duties was to worship the native 
gods, according to the laws of the land. Gradually, 
however, the idea of the state began to lose its former 
power over the ancient mind, and the individual 
consciousness to assert itself; — ^at first, indeed, often 
in an unauthorized manner, and in the form of sensual 
enjoyment Sensuality is the special vice of heathenism. 
And religion itself afforded nourishment to this vice. 
If in earlier times it had ministered thereto, it was 
now abused to a fsur greater subserviency. Poetry and 
art contributed to this abusa To us the poems of 
Homer are but a beautiful play of the imagination, 
and there is nothing dangerous about them, for who 
thinks of taking his narratives for truth ? Let us, 
however, bring before our minds the fact that they 
had become realities to the Grecian people, and had 
in their eyes an importance like that of the Bible in 
ours, and we shall understand why the stricter philo* 
fiophers of Greece looked upon the poet as a corruptor 
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of religion and morality^ and Plato desired his exclu- 
sion from his ideal state. To us the plastic art of 
Athens does but call forth our admiration for the sense 
of the beautiful which has clothed these works with 
an imperishable charm. But we have abundant testi- 
mony to the dangerous influence exercised by some 
of them upon their contemporaries, while the streets 
of Pompeii furnish but too frequent memorials of the 
extent to which art was at the service of the basest 
sensuality. The temples, moreover, became places of 
debauchery, and the festivals of the gods orgies. Such 
was the case already in Greece, such was subsequently 
the case in Bome. (9) 

What wonder, then, was it that such a religion 
should be more and more despised by all thoughtful 
minds. And yet philosophy had nothing to offer iu 
its place but probabilities, and soon nothing but 
doubts ; the result was the supremacy of infidelity. 
In the Augustan age, the time when men believed in 
gods was looked back to as a far distant period ; and 
it was regarded as a mark of a philosophic mind to 
deny their existence. (10) 

The Stoic philosophy was Pantheism, and made 
the world to be God ; while the Epicurean, which 
chiefly prevailed among the educated classes, though at 
first it allowed the existence of gods, but of gods who 
did not concern themselves about human affairs, 
afterwards effaced them from the £Eiith and thoughts 
of men. The poet Lucretius undertook to abolish 
faith in the gods by a natural explanation of reli- 
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gion. (ll) But man needs something beyond himself; 
and though he may argue himself into a contrary 
opinion a hundred times over, he is not self-sufficing. 
The necessary consequence of this unbelief was that 
widespread prevalence of superstition, so vividly 
depicted by Plutarch. (12) Magicians overspread the 
empire ; and the more superstitious the rites they 
employed, the greater was the approbation bestowed 
upon them. Such is the conclusion of the history of 
the ancient mind in the matter of religion. And 
yet all this was of service to the future. For out of 
the midst of this general decay arose that feeling of 
individual want, which, freed from the powers of the 
ancient world, sought for itself that satisfaction which 
neither philosophy nor religion could afford, and which 
revelation alone was able to supply. 

The Tnorality also of the ancient world took a 
similar course. For there is between religion and 
morality an intrinsic relation of mutual dependence. 
Morality must stand or fall with religion. In the 
history of the ancient world we meet with many a 
noble and earnest form, commanding our high moral 
respect ; and it is in the heroes of Leonidas, or in 
those noble Greeks and Romans whose names have 
been handed down to us by history, that we see 
realized what the spirit of antiquity was capable of 
effecting. Ancient Rome, especially, was distinguished 
above many other nations and states, by that greater 
moral earnestness which may be regarded as the fruit 
of the religious spirit which there prevailed. (13) But 
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it is always the morality of the citizen, not the morality 
of the man, far less the morality of the renewed heart, 
which is exhibited. Within the boundary of the 
state was ancient morality confined. And when this 
was dissolved, the moral power which was united to 
it also fell In vain did philosophy strive, firom 
its own resources, to produce a system of morality 
which might prove itself efficient. It could not get 
beyond theories, nor bring forth lasting effects, and 
never became a general power. And even its very 
theories cannot but excite our gravest scruples. 

It is true that philosophy produced individuals 
to whom aU ages must look up with admiration. 
Especially may Socrates and Plato be said to be, 
both intellectually and morally, a whole head taller 
than the mass of their contemporaries. We may 
say that in them God would show us how far the 
inherent nobility of human nature can go in its own 
strength ; but they exhibit at the same time the 
limits by which the moral strength of mere human 
nature is bounded. Socrates has often been c(»n- 
pared with Christ ; but the difference between them 
is as great as the heavens are high above the earth. 
Socrates was a moral and intellectual power ; yet he 
was not a power for mankind, but only for his own 
nation. His fellow-citizens alone were his fellow-men, 
and no others existed as far as he was concerned 
Athens alone was a world worthy of him. With him, 
as with the ancients in general, virtue was political 
and public. To obey the laws of the state was, in 



Philoaophic Morality of ffeatJieniBTo. 235 

his eyes, the sum of all obligations. Nor does he 
in olher respects surpass the boundaries of his age. 
A man's ^ue coSb in ' conquering his friend 
by doing him good, his enemy by doing him 
harm.' He collected disciples to lead them in the 
way of wisdom, and Alcibiades could say that in 
the society of Socrates he felt himself another man. 
But he did not raise them to a morality superior to 
that of his fellow-countrymen. He did, indeed, keep 
himself free from those sensual vices to which even 
the best of the Greeks were subject, yet he could 
find it in unison with his o£Bce of instructing and 
reforming youth not only to permit, but even to 
recommend the society of courtezans. When he 
heard the beauty of the courtezan Theodota extolled, 
he went to visit her, with his disciples, and entered 
into a conversation with her, in which he sought to 
show her by what means she might best captivate 
men. We see in him nothing of that sax^red com- 
passion which preaches repentance to sinners, and 
shows them the way of happiness. He certainly 
opposed vice, but he saw its remedy in better 
knowledge, and not in a renewal of the heart His 
life was blameless when measured by the Grecian 
standard, and he earnestly sought to promote the 
best interests of his fellow-countrymen, but he was 
ignorant of that soul of all true morality, love to God 
and to one's neighbour. And even his death — at 
which he unfeelingly dismissed his wife and children, 
lest their tears and lamentations should interrupt his 
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philosophic discourse with his pupils — ^how can it 
bear even the most distant comparison with that of 
Jesus Christ ! * What a delusion it is/ exclaims 
Rousseau, ' to venture to compare the son of Sophro- 
niskos with the Son of Mary !' (14) 

Plato vies with Socrates in moral nobility. His 
philosophy is pervaded by an atmosphere of the eternal 
world. He was called ' the divine/ and legends of a 
higher and supernatural origin were current concem- 
iug him. But he, too, *did not surpass the limits of 
the national mind. Man's moral task is, in his view, 
to infuse into this world the eternal ideas of the true, 
the good, and the beautiful. But in truth he 
declares the realization of these ideas to be impossible. 
Nature opposes an insuperable barrier. In the realm 
of mind the divine principle prevails ; but matter 
forms an adverse element. Hence the opposition be- 
tween reality and idea remains for ever irreconcilable 
— a never realized ideal. And what kind of ideal is 
this ? Plato also rises no higher than the state. 
His notion is not the union of mankind with God — 
with this he is utterly unacquainted — ^but a state in 
which reason is supreme, — ^a state of philosophers. 
His is the most unnatural notion that can be 
imagined, — a state which with its community of 
goods and women, and its abstract supremacy of law, 
annihilates all personal freedom and property, and is 
likewise confessedly founded upon pride : the authori- 
ties alone represent reason ; the other classes, the 
lower qualities of the mind down to the instincts and 
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passiona There is throughout an absence of a true 
appreciation of man, of the idea of free human per- 
sonality ; hence Plato requires for his ideal state the 
exposure of weakly infants, and a community of wives. 
He approves of slavery — as does also Aristotle, for the 
slave is only an instrument, and not really endowed 
with reason — ^tolerates paederasty, etc. We nowhere 
find the true idea of humanity. And yet Augustine 
acknowledges, * No one so nearly approaches us as the 
Platonic philosophy does !' (16) If they do these things 
in the green tree, what shall be done in the dry 1 

Socrates and Plato were incapable of preventing 
the decay of their nation, or of inspiring it with a 
new spirit of morality, nor were subsequent systems 
of philosophy more successful. For they all sought a 
remedy in man's own moral power, and desired to 
make him his own redeemer. But no moral theory 
can avail to renew man, which is ignorant of deeper 
sources of moral life than those which flow from 
human effort. (16) 

The two schools of philosophy which, towar(^ the 
close of the ancient world, were striving for the 
mastery were the Stoic and the Epicurean. The Stoic, 
is the strictest morality. But what is true of ancient 
morality in general, viz., that it is founded in self- 
love and supported by pride, is true in the highest 
degree of the morality of the Stoics. Nowhere is 
the spirit of arrogant pride and cold resignation so 
thoroughly indigenous as here. If the root of Chris- 
tian morality is humility, that of Stoic morality is 
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pride. Humility is a purely Chrifitian notion. The 
quality of ' lowliness ' (humUiUia) ^own to antiquity, 
was first ennobled into the virtue of humility by 
Christianity. Certainly the Stoic wise man was not 
to take vengeance for insults, but only because he 
could not be insulted, being too great in his own eyes 
for insolence to affect him. It was not &om a feeling 
of forbearance, but from an arrogant contempt for 
others, that this maxim arose. The Stoic wise man 
was not to cherish wrath, not to be excited by passion, 
etc., yet not because he was to rest in God, and to be 
full of gentleness and peace, but because he was to 
regard himself as too exalted for anything to be able 
to disturb his god-like repose. This life was too 
contemptible for a wise man to let himself be dis- 
quieted about it And even the evil that vras in the 
world was not to call forth his zeal in opposing it. 
Evil wa& as much an element in the whole course of 
the world as good, the bad had their parts to play as 
well as the good, and the wise, man might contemplate 
the spectacle with stately indifference; if, however, 
things went too far, he might take away his life, for 
this world being unworthy of him, he was at liberty 
to leave it. And this was the course taken by the 
younger Cato at the fell of the republic, and by many 
in the times of the emperors, for the sake of escaping 
from tyranny, or even from the burden of heavy sick- 
ness. It is but an external similarity which has 
caused this system of morality to appear akin to the 
Christian. That which was true in it did not become 
truth till Christianity appeared. (17) 
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Such was the HK^rality of the nobler spirits in the 
latter times of the ancient world. The other system, 
and the prevailing one among the educated classes, was 
that of Epicurus, the principle of which was pleasure. 
Hence aU virtue consisted in that moderation in 
enjoyment of which prudence dictates the observance, 
lest pleasure should be spoiled. • A very doubtful 
and circuitous way — it must be confessed — of arriving 
at virtuous conduct I The practical effects of such a 
philosophy may easily be imagined. (18) 

Such was philosophic morality. 'V^hat, then, was 
dctual ^morality i We have a series of delineations of 
the moral turpitude of the later philosophers, which 
presents them in the most contemptible light, as servile 
hypocrites and flatterers. ' Among most,' says Quin- 
tilian, 'the greatest vices are concealed under the 
name of the old philosophy.' (19) Or they are at least 
weak characters, as was eyen a Seneca, who, especially 
in his later writings, uttered, it must be confessed, 
maxims so similar to Christian ones, that the Christians 
of subsequent ages looked upon him as theirs, but whose 
morality was to a great extent mere rhetoric, who 
could resolve to sell the service of his pen, and who 
showed towards the vices of a Nero an obsequiousness 
which called forth the indignation even of the Romans 
of that age. (20) 

And finally, what was the morality of the masses ? 
Even in the best times it could not escape an atten- 
tive observer that there was a germ of corruption in 
the very core of the ancient nations. And the longer 
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they existed, the more was this developed. The 
descriptions which the Latin authors Juvenal, Pliny, 
Tacitus, Seneca, have left us of the state of morals in 
their age, are well known, and exhibit a supremacy 
of shamelessness, of which we can in these times 
form no conception. The best men of those days 
knew of no remedy for such a state of affairs ; but 
convinced that things could not go on thus, they 
expected the end of the world, and despaired of 
mankind. (21) 

Only eternal love could provide a remedy. 

From the remotest ages, prophetic utterances, 
announcing better times and a coming deliverance, 
had pervaded the ancient world. Some of these were 
partly dim memories of a long past age still glimmering 
in the present, like the last streaks of twilight gilding 
the darkened sky after the sun's departure ; others 
were the presentiments of yearning and seeking hearts, 
like the stars which faintly illumine the night, and 
announce the coming day. 

Such mutilated and ancient prophecies of a golden 
future are found among the most widely differing 
nations. It was the hope of the Peraioma that a time 
would come, a Messianic time, in which Ahriman 
would be annihilated, the world renewed and deli- 
vered from all evil ; in which all mankind would be 
converted to a state of obedience to law, and the happy 
condition of former times restored. The Indians 
expected, at the end of the present age of sin, the 
tenth Avatar, that is, incarnation. That of Buddha 
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was the ninth, and this would be an incarnation of 

Vishnu, who would appear under the name Kalki, 

overthrow all evil, and restore the happy times which 

had prevailed at the beginning of the world. Even 

the Chinese were not without such Messianic hopes. 

The advent of a great and holy One in the West is 

frequently announced in their sacred books, — one who 

was not only to lay down the way of perfection, but 

also to destroy the ancient idols. Nor were similar 

expectations less familiar to other oriental nations. 

Among the Greeks they were profoundly expressed in 

the legend of Prometheus. Prometheus chained to 

the rock, in daily torment, utters the oracle, known 

to himself alone, that the dominion of the false god 

Zeus will one day be terminated by a Son of God, who 

will be mightier than Zeus, while he himself beholds 

Hercules as his deliverer in the distant future. But 

this deliverance — as Hermes announces to him — is 

not to take place without vicarious suflfering. 

** And of that anguish, look not for the end 
Before some God shall come to bear thy woes ; 
And will to pass to Hades* sunless realm 
And the dark cloudy depths of Tartarus.** 

And this is done by Chiron, the most just and 
wise of the Centaurs, the son of Chronos, sacrificing 
himself for him, while Hercules kills the eagle at his 
breast,and so delivers himfrom his torments. iEschylus 
made this significant legend the subject of a dramatic 
trilogy, of which indeed only a fragment, the ' Pro- 
metheus Bound,* remains. Enough has, however, 
been preserved to show us how the deep ideas of the 

Q 
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Greek world, concerning guilt, atonement, and the 
redemption of mankind, are poetically reflected therein. 
This poetic legend is indeed almost a prediction of 
the true Redeemer. 

The hope of a future golden age, when the whole 
world should be renewed and evil banished, is very 
plainly expressed in the old German legends of the 
gods. Baldr, the good, the holy, and the wise, the 
favourite of the gods and of men, is slain through 
the crafty stratagem of the wicked Loki. The gods 
and all creatures lament ; men and beasts, trees and 
rocks weep. Evil times afterwards come upon the 
earth ; strife and bloodshed increase ; and in the fight 
between the giants and the gods, Odin and the Ases 
(the good gods) are subdued, and the world destroyed 
by fire. But Vidar the victorious will restore the 
golden age : a new world is to arise, clothed with 
perpetual spring and plenty : there will no longer be 
any Loki, and Baldr will return from the dead ; while 
gods and men, recovering from their overthrow, will 
dwell peacefully together. Kindred traditions are 
familiar also in Mexico and the South Sea Islands. 
In short, everywhere in the heathen world the predic- 
tion and the hope are indigenous, th&t when evil shall 
have reached its cliijiax, these iron times of sin and 
misery will come to an end, and even the gods who have 
ruled during this age of the world will be overthrown. 
For this purpose a royal hero of heavenly descent will 
appear to crush the head of the demon, and to bring 
back the primitive age of happiness and innocence. (22) 
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Nor, as we have seen, is even the idea of vicarious 
suffering wanting in these representations of a coming 
redemption. Closely connected with them is the 
notion of the suffering righteous Tnan, the possessor of 
the most perfect righteousness, — a notion so emphati- 
cally and remarkably carried out in Plato, that we are 
involuntarily reminded of that great Old Testament 
prophecy, Isa. liii., while the early fathers regarded it 
as a prediction. 'Let us now,' it is said in this remark- 
able passage, * place in juxtaposition to the unright- 
eous, the righteous man, one sincere and noble, who 
strives not to seem righteous, but to be so. First, he 
must be deprived of good opinion ; for if he appears to 
be a righteous man, honour and profit will be given 
him as such, so that it would then be uncertain 
whether he were righteous for righteousness' sake, or 
for the sake of honour or profit. Then he must be 
despoiled of every possession except righteousness, and 
brought into collision with the authorities ; so that, 
though he has done nothing amiss, he may be esteemed 
the worst of men, and this, that his righteousness may 
be proved to us by his continuing immoveable in the 
midst of detraction, and all arising therefrom, and 
unaltered even till death, he being all his life long, 
though righteous, esteemed unrighteous. — They say, 
moreover, let the righteous man thus constituted be 
scourged, blindfolded, and after he has undergone 
all kind of torment, be bound to a stake, that 

he may not desire to seem righteous, but to be 
so.' (23) 
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But as for this picture sketched by Plato, what is 
it but an unsubstantial shadow, which the ancient 
world was conscious it .should never see realised ? 
' I, at least/ says Cicero, ' have not yet met with a 
perfectly wise man ; philosophy has only taught what 
such a one would be, if he should ever appear on 
earth.' (24) 

Nevertheless mankind still clung to the hope of 
better tintes to come. The very sorrows of the pre- 
sent made the hearts cmving so much the more 
poignant, that about the time of Christ it had risen 
almost to direct prophecy. In the famous fourth 
Eclogue of Virgil, the poet, on the occasion of the 
peace between Antony and Octavius, brought about 
by the consul Pollio, and the birth of a son to the 
latter, celebrates in enthusiastic expressions the dawn 
of lasting peace to the world, and greets the newly- 
born infant as that future restorer of the world whom 
the SibiUyne books had announced : 

^ The last great age, foretold by sacred rhymes, 
Renews its finished course ; Saturnian times 
Roll round again ; and mighty years, begun 
From their first orb, in radiant circles run. 
The base, degenerate, iron offspring ends, 
A golden progeny from heaven descends. . . . 
See labouring Nature calls thee to sustain 
The nodding frame of heaven and earth and main I 
See to their base restored earth, seas, and air. 
And joyful ages from behind in crowding ranks appear.'* 

At another time he salutes Augustus as that Son 
of God destined to restore the golden reign of Saturn, 

* Drydkn's VirgU, 
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and to subjugate the whole world, whose advent the 
oracles of the gods both in the regions of the Caspian 
and at the mouth of the Nile had foretold, — while 
Augustus designated himself on coins as the ' saviour 
of the world ' {adlua generis humani), and caused 
himself to be represented on them as the god Apollo, 
who, according to universal belief, was to be the ruler 
of the renewed world. These were, it is true, false 
flatteries or exaggerations, but they show nevertheless 
the hopes and expectations then cherished. To these 
must be added the prophetic voices from the East of 
a victorious king to arise in the land of Judea, which, 
according to the historians Suetonius, Tacitus, and 
Joseph us, were universally current. (25) 

But it was not only by the words of individuals 
that such yearnings were expressed. A tone of pro- 
phecy, a feature of yearning, a presentiment of truth, 
pervades all heathenism. 

When Paul came to Athens, he declared to the 
Athenians ' the unknown God ' whom they ignorantly 
worshipped. The Athenians, by erecting altars with 
this inscription during a time of pestilence, so that 
no means might be omitted and none of the gods 
passed over, themselves declared the unsatisfactory 
nature of their own knowledge and worship of God, 
for they thus owned that they were not in possession 
of the full truth. The heathen really aimed at a 
supreme God, though they neither knew nor possessed 
Him. They had a feeling that there must be one 
supreme God above the individual gods : they called 
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him Zeus, or Bramah, or Odin, — but they always drew 
Him down again into limitation. When they would 
give vent to the heart's deepest emotions, this hidden 
foundation of faith in one supreme God betrayed 
itself. TertuUian reminds the heathen, that in prayer 
and other expressions of the heart's emotions, it was 
not towards the Capitol, but towards heaven, that 
they involuntarily raised both eyes and hands ; not 
this or that individual divinity whom they invoked, 
but the supreme God himself. 'I commend it to 
God ; God will repay it,' etc. * human soul,' ex- 
claims he, ' who art by nature a Christian !' (26) 

All the prayers and sacrifices, all the expiations 
and purifications of the heathen world, were such 
presentiments of truth, — presentiments whose realiza- 
tion is found in the living and personal, the holy and 
merciful God. In certain isolated instances, too, we 
find this attraction towards truth making its influence 
felt as the ruling power of individual life. One of the 
best examples of this searching for truth is that of 
Justin, who has himself related the events of his life. 
He was possessed from an early age by a longing for 
truth and certainty. He sought the satisfaction of 
this desire among the philosophers ; but in vain. He 
first applied to a Stoic, but could not learn from him 
what he most desired, the knowledge of God, which 
this philosopher seemed rather to despise. He then 
applied to a peripatetic, who was, however, chiefly 
anxious about money. He went, to a Pythagorean, 
who cared about nothing but mathematics. At last 
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he tried a Platonist, who had lately settled in the 
town where he dwelt, and made rapid progress in his 
doctrine. He lived entirely among those higher 
ideas with which this system of philosophy deals. 
This gave his mind a higher impulse, and he hoped 
soon to arrive at the knowledge of God himself. For 
the sake of being wholly absorbed in this world of 
ideas, he retired to the sea-coast, that he might pass 
his whole time in philosophic contemplations. Here 
he happened to meet an old man, whose countenance 
exhibited both dignity and gentleness, and who, en- 
tering into conversation with him concerning God, 
immortality, and retribution^ soon convinced him how 
poor and fallible all his knowledge still was. The 
old man referred him to the prophets, and exhorted 
him above all things to pray to Jesus Christ himself, 
that his eyes might be opened to understand divine 
truth. Then Justin felt such a fire kindled in his 
soul as he had never experienced before. He read 
the Scriptures, he listened to Christians, became a 
believer in Christ, a Christian philosopher, and a 
defender of Christianity, and eventually sealed his 
faith by martyrdom (A.D. 168). In him we have a 
specimen of the seeking of heathenism. And what 
it sought it found in that revelation of which Israel 
was called to be the depositary. 

Let us now turn from heathenism to Judaism I 
"While the religious life of other nations was enslaved 
by the power of nature, and degraded by it even to 
intoxication, the Hebrew nation biurst these chains. 
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set the human mind free from nature, and pressed 
forwards, through the dark atmosphere which enveloped 
the religious thoughts of others, towards God, the 
one personal God. It was truly a mighty deed to 
oppose this thought, this faith in an extra-mundane 
God, to the whole world ; to maintain it against the 
overwhelming authority of all nations and religions ; 
resolutely to cleave to it in spite of their own strong 
natural tendencies, and to make it the centre and aim 
of every transaction of life. The monotheism of 
Abraham, rested upon primitive tradition. It was 
the oldest tradition of mankind. But it was at that 
time in danger of being utterly exterminated. The 
whole world was being overflowed by polytheism. 
Then God took this one family, and the nation pro- 
ceeding therefrom, out of connection with the rest of 
mankind, and made it the depositary of the ancient 
truth and the future hope. It was no arrogant ima- 
gination, but the expression of an actual fact, when 
this nation regarded and designated itself as the 
people of God. For (5lod entered into special relations 
with this family and people ; here He implanted His 
truth, and placed it like an immovable rock in the 
midst of the heaving sea of the nations ; here He 
prepared the stage on which the history of His revela- 
tion was to be carried on. Truth, religion, revelation, 
were limited to this single nation : as all the religions 
of the world were national religions, so was the true, 
the revealed religion, also a national possession, but 
only that it might thence become the possession of 
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all mankind. This belief being of importance to 
the whole race, this hope of the future, was the soul 
of the nation and of its national life. The particu- 
larism of Israel bore within it the germ of universalism. 
But it was in Christ and in Christianity that this 
universalism unfolded and blossomed. 

And this was the special vocation of this nation. 
It was of no importance to human culture, like the 
Greeks and Romans. It was not art and a sense for 
the beautiful ; it was not the spirit of philosophy ; it 
was not the endowments fitted to make it the world's 
ruler ; it was not great legislative capacity, which 
distinguished it, and were inherent in it, — its whole 
importance consisted in being the nation of religion, 
the people of revelation. It is this which gives to 
its whole literature its peculiar character. In the 
writings of the Old Testament we have a copious 
collection of literary works, composed during periods 
of Jewish history most remote from each other, and 
under the most varying outward circumstances, by 
men of every grade of intellectual rank, in the most 
opposite frames of mind, and for widely diflfering 
purposes, — historic and poetic, lyric and didactic com- 
positions ; — and yet all are pervaded by one spirit: it 
is the religious tone, the religious view of the world, 
the tone of strict, ardent, sublime, inexorable mono- 
theism which prevails throughout this collective 
literature, and impresses upon it that peculiar stamp 
which specifically distinguishes it from the literature 
of all other nations, and makes it of perpetual value 
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to all mankind. We may obtain from other nations, 
from Greece and Rome, a decision on the natural 
relations of the world, the arrangement and constitu- 
tion of natural life ; but the most excellent, the supreme 
truth of this life, and the corroboration of our innate 
consciousness of God's existence, the reference of all 
the events of life to the Most High, to God, — in short, 
religion as the truth of life, and as the source and 
strength of all morality, — we, as well as other nations, 
have received from this the nation of religion. 

This religion, and its spirit of absolute submission 
of heart and life to the divine authority, was no natural 
produce of this people ; it was not its nature, but a 
fact of its history — an act of Ood. It was not indi- 
genous in this nation, but introduced and implanted by 
God in the history and mind of the people. Their 
history teaches us how powerful in them also was the 
tendency to error, and the danger of subjection to the 
powers of natural and of sensuous life. It was 
only through the discipline of severe chastisement and 
bitter experience, only through the energetic struggles 
of those great organs of religious knowledge whom 
God selected and prepared, only through continuous 
acts of judgment, that it came to pass that religious 
truth was here established as an immovable rock for 
the benefit of the rest of mankind. 

Three great thoughts govern the religious life of this 
people. • The first is God. God is the most prominent, 
the supreme thought of Israel. God, the living and 
personal God, who is the power of all thixigs, and in 
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comparison with whom all is emptiness and vanity, 
who is the Holy One from whom proceeds the law 
which is to rule our earthly life, who is gracious and 
merciful, to whom the poor and afflicted may look for 
help, and all the world for blessing. Israel is the 
nation conscious of God. 

The second thought is sin. Israel is the nation 
conscious of sin. The law was a coDstant remem- 
brancer and a constant convicter of sin. Sacrifice was 
the central point of all the rites and ceremonies of the 
law. The sacred fire was to be burning incessantly 
upon the altar, sacrifices were to be offered day by 
day ; and the climax of all sacrifice was that offered 
on the great day of atonement,^n which the high 
priest, as the representative of the nation, laid upon 
the sacrificial animal the sins of the whole people, 
bore the blood of atonement into the place of 
God's typical presence, and sprinkled with it the 
mercy-seat, that the people might be absolved from 
sin and reconciled to God. A mere strikiug remem- 
brance of sin does not exist ; nor is there a nation in 
whom the consciousness of sin was deeper, more 
genuine, or more powerful than in this. Such a con- 
sciousness was the necessary assumption of salvation 
through atonement. 

The third is the coming deliverance, Israel was 
the nation of hope. Ancient prophecies of a redemp- 
tion and a Redeemer to come existed among this 
people, and ever kept their view directed to the future. 
From the remotest ages, men had been acquainted 
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with a prophetic promise proceeding from the mouth 
of God— the prophecy of the woman's seed which was 
to bruise the serpent's head. The final victory of man 
over the power of evil upon earth, through a son of 
man, was promised by this saying, which pointed to 
the obscure future. All subsequent prophecies were 
m substance but further developments of this primitive 
one. The increase of sin and sorrow, and the increased 
sense of need upon earth, ever kept alive a feeUng of 
longing for the future. Before the great deluge, 
mentioned in the traditions of all nations, executed 
the judgment of God upon the now ungodly race of 
men, the father of Noah, remembering the old pro- 
phetic words, expressed the wish that his son might 
bring the longed-for rest to the human race. And at 
the very beginning of the new history of mankind 
upon the earth, now raised afresh from the waters of 
the flood, stands that prophecy of Noah which with 
a far-reaching glance, depicts the future of the races 
—a prophecy by which the lot of servitude is decreed 
to the race of Ham, extending from Mongolia in the 
north-east, to Africa in the south-west; an extent of 
territory, on the contrary, is destined to the hi<rhly- 
gifted race of Japhet, whose stream of nations m^arks 
the course of history from the north-ea.t of India to 
the west and north of Europe ; while in the race of 
Shem which dwelt in the middle and west of Asia. 
God himself will have His dwelling-place : here is to 
be the abode of religion, whose blessings shall in His 
own good time, be communicated to the other' nations 
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of the world. A new series of prophecies began when 
God, by the call of Abraham, opened a new chaptef 
in the history of revelation. The promise of the 
future embraced first the seed of Abraham, but its 
glance included the whole worid. A blessing pro- 
ceeding from them was to come npon all the nations 
of the earth. This promise formed the foundation of 
all future prophecies. These assumed a form ever 
increasingly definite, while their fulfilment was confined 
to an ever narrowing circle, — ^to the seed of Abraham, 
the tribe of Judah, the house of David. The blessing 
of the nations, the warUke hero, the king whose 
dominion was to be victorious and peaceable, is their 
subject. When Israel, during the reigns of David 
and Solomon, reached the climax of its history and 
the maturity of its national development, this period 
became itself a type of the future. A King who? 
like David, was to attain glory through suflFerings 
(Ps. xxiL), who was to reign in wisdom and peace 
like Solomon (Ps. Ixxii.) ; and thus to be the more 
exalted counterpart of both, the true climax of Israel's 
history, and therefore the true end to which the his- 
tory of other nations was tending; — such was this 
future Son of David and Son of God, this priestly 
king of the people of God (Ps. ex.), to be (Ps. ii.) And 
in proportion as the external form of the monarchy 
decayed, did the mental image of the future rise in 
the writings of the prophets upon the ruins of the 
present. This future was to be introduced by a new 
and great revelation of Jehovah, the bearer of which 
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was, as the end of preceding history, to close np pro- 
phecy in himself, and possess the fulness of the Spirit 
of God, to be the true High Priest, and the true and 
final King, who was also to attain to glory through 
sufferings, and to bring upon all the nations of the earth 
the happy, glorious, and peaceful government of God. 
This is the one great theme of all the prophecies. 
Each of the prophets announces it in his own manner 
according to the wants of his age, the task appointed 
him by God, and the measure of his illumination. 
But diversely as the announcement may read under 
diverse circumstances, all the varying features which 
the descriptions of the different prophets contain, com- 
bine to form one great picture of future blessedness. 

These prophecies, and the hope which was founded 
upon them, this nation, at the time of the Babylonian 
captivity, and at the times of their heaviest afflictions 
a^ter their return, bore with them to distant lands, and 
held fast as a light shining on their dark path when 
the voices of the prophets began to be silent, and the 
mouth of revelation was hushed ; — until a long time 
afterwards — ^when scattered tones of anticipation and 
predictioil arose in the heathen world — the word of 
prophecy was again heard in Israel from the venerable 
Simeon — the witness of the old times, now about to 
descend into his grave — and from John the Baptist^ 
the herald of the new times. 

For some years Israel was agitated by one of the 
most serious of religious questions. In the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet arose, who declared 
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himself to be the promised Messiah and the Son of 
God ; and by the power of His word, and the sublimity 
of His words and deeds, inspired a great part of the 
nation with the most ardent enthusiasm, but exasper- 
ated another, and above all the authorities, to an 

• 

ever-increasing and passionate opposition, which at 
length burst forth with the greatest violence, and 
brought Him to the cross as a blasphemer and a 
stirrer up of sedition. Soon after, however, His 
disciples — who were at His death like sheep scattered 
by the wolf, but now heroes defying an opposing 
world — came forward with the announcement that 
Jesus, having risen from the dead, was now sitting at 
the right hand of God, and would, as He himself had 
promised, one day return to judge the world. Israel 
rejected this message, excommunicated the disciples 
of Jesus, and has from that time led an enigmatical 
existence, as the people of opposition to Christianity, 
which subsequently began to conquer the world. A 
catastrophe, such as the world has never since seen 
equalled, fell upon their land and city in the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, when a million of men perished, 
about ninety thousand were sold as slaves, and the 
sun beheld horrors, at the very mention of which the 
heart freezes. A prediction of Jesus had foretold this 
judgment ; and the Christians, mindful of it, escaped, 
while the Jews defiantly held out till they were buried 
beneath the ruins of their burning temple. And when 
the Emperor Julian, sumamed the Apostate, some 
three hundred years after, commanded and began the 
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rebuilding of the temple, that he might prove the 
words of Christ to be false, earthquakes and flames of 
fire burst* forth, as both Christian and heathen writers 
testify, which consumed the work and scattered the 
labourers ; since when it has lain in ruins, while 
Israel sits mourning in the dust, and bewailing her 
departed glory. Her sons are scattered among all 
nations ; their wandering feet have borne them over 
the whole earth. Everywhere have they built them 
habitations, yet everywhere are they strangers, bearing 
both in mind and countenance the impress of their 
origin. With a tenacity utterly unparalleled, they 
keep to the traditions of former times, though their 
worship was destroyed and rendered impossible with 
the destruction of their temple, and they can no longer 
keep their law. Without a king, without a priest- 
hood, without a sacrifice, without a centre, they still 
hold together, though dispersed into mere atoms ; and 
live, in so far as they are not, engrossed in the paltry 
concerns of the day, on the remembrance of the past 
and the hope of the future, though the family of 
David no longer exists, and the priestly race of Aaron 
can no longer be distinguished, — ^an enigma in history 
to which there is but one solution, and that is, that 
the ancient pit)phecie8 of Israel were fulfilled in Jesus 
the Son of Mary ; and that Israel, that great ruin of 
a nation in which the fact occurred, is the memorial 
and witness of this fulfilled prophecy. Christianity 
is the solution of the enigma, Israel 

But if I say, Christianity, I thereby say, Jesus Christ. 
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Christianity appeared in the world, not as a system of 
philosophy, not as a code of morality, but as an actual 
fact — the fact of the Person Christ Jesus. All depends 
on Him. With Him, Christianity stands or falls. It 
cannot be separated from Him. It was not Hls 
precepts, but His Person and his testimony concern- 
ing Himself, which brought about the crisis in Israel 
He Himself made His whole cause depend upon His 
Person. We cannot separate it from Him. Ration- 
alism has attempted to separate Christianity from 
Christ, and to reduce it to mere morality. But 
experience has proved the attempt impossible. Jesus 
Christ does not bear the same relation to Christianity 
that Mohammed does to Mohammedanism, or any 
other founder of a religion to the religion he haa 
founded ; but He is ELimself Christianity. To speak 
of Christianity, is to speak, not of doctrines and pre- 
cepts, but of Jesus Christ. Christianity is indeed a 
summary of truths, a new doctrine, a philosophy if 
you will, a new view of the world, a new explanation 
of history, a new mode of worship, a new morality, a 
new rule of life, etc. It is all these, because it is a 
fact universal in its nature. But all these depend 
upon the Person of Jesus Christ, are given with Him, 
and included in Him — stand and fall with Him. K 
we, therefore, turn our attention to the position and 
significance of Christianity in history, it is the histori- 
cal position and significance of Jesus Christ himself 
which meets our view. To this subject we shall next 
address ourselves. 

B 




LECTURE IX. 

CHKISTIANITY IN HISTORY. 

HEY are a few apparently uuimportant words 
with which the evangelist St Luke opens 
his narrative of the Birth of Jesus, when 
he says (Luke ii. 1), that in those days there went 
out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be taxed, and proceeds to relate that this taxing 
took place at the time when Jesus was, in conformity 
with prophecy, bom in Bethlehem, the ancient home 
of the house of David ; — they are, I say, but a few 
and apparently unimportant words, and yet they de- 
fine in a characteristic manner the whole historical 
situation. For these two circumstances are included 
in them : the coincidence of the appearance of Jesus 
in history with the culmination and close of the 
ancient times, as exhibited in the Boman emperor ; 
and the subordination of the course of the world's 
history to the progress of the sacred history, and their 
consequent intrinsic connexion. 

The age then existing was itself conscious of its 
approaching end. The Roman empire was not an 
accident, but the necessary result of preceding history 
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We may perhaps say, that every Roman general who 
ascended the Capitol in a triumph, surrounded by the 
applauding soldiers and populace, was a type of the 
emperor, who was not after a short enjoyment of 
official dignity to abdicate the supreme power to 
another, but to make it permanent. A.nd those 
several possessors of power, such as a Pompey, an 
Antony, a Caesar, who, in the midst of the stormy 
excitement of their times, raised themselves above 
their fellow citizens, what were they but preliminary 
approximations to him who was to establish the future 
imperial power, and make it a permanent possession 
of his family ? The republic of so many centuries 
would not so willingly have surrendered itself to the 
new imperator if the empire had not been the mature 
fruit of the whole previous growth, and a necessity 
of preceding history. In it the Roman universal 
dominion found its close, and the fulfilment of its 
vocation. 

There was an ancient prophecy in Israel — ^found in 
the book of Daniel (chap. ii. 29-42, and vii.) — of the 
succession of the various universal dominions^ with 
whose climax the kingdom of the Son of man and of 
His saints was to coincide. 

Consciousness of the mutual connexion of all men 
on the one hand, and the instinct of dominion on the 
other, had early given rise to the idea of uniting all 
the various nations and kingdoms of the worid into 
one great empire, which was to include the whole 
earth. To that resolute Babylonian monarch, Nebu- 
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chadnezzar, may this proud aud magnificent notion 
be in the first instance referred, — a notion so much 
the grander, the further removed foreign states and 
nations then were from the circle of vision. And 
there was a truth in the notion ; for there is in the 
soul of man a consciousness of mutual connection with 
the whole race, and we cannot conceive the end to 
which the events of history are tending to be any 
other than the union of mankind into one great family. 
The present phase of history, indeed, is that of nation- 
alities, but its future is cosmopolitanism. We may 
even say that this notion is God's own thought con- 
cerning mankind ; for this is the end towards which 
His ways are tending. As far, however, as the man- 
ner in which it was conceived, and the means by which 
its realization was sought by those powerful rulers of 
Asia, were concerned, it was a depredation committed 
upon truth ; for it was undertaken in the service of 
an ambitious thirst of power, and was thus a mere 
caricature of the divine thought. But, once introduced 
into the course of human affairs, this thought had its 
history in the progressive gradations of its realization. 
The idea of universal empire formed, from that time 
forth, the motive power of history. Often, as one 
attempt after another at its realization failed, it was 
nevertheless ever taken up again, with the view of 
attaining by the use of new means what the former 
had failed to ensure. Four great attempts at realizing 
this idea had special prominence in history — the 
Babylonian^ Persian, Grecian, and Boman monarchies. 
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The memories of these empires are combined respec- 
tively with the names of Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, 
Alexander, and Augustus Caesar. The first two are 
closely connected with the history of Israel, the last 
two with the entrance of Christianity into the world. 

Nebuchadnezzar y by leading Israel into captivity 
in Babylon, dissolved their state and nation, and thus 
executed the long threatened judgment of God upon 
that disobedient people. Cyvus, on the contrary, by 
his permission to the Israelites to return and to rebuild 
their temple, restored to their commonwealth the 
form, though a mean one, in which it was to experi- 
ence and receive the fulfilment of its ancient hopes, 
and the blessing of true redemption. The con- 
tact of the people of the promise with Gentile nations, 
served in both instances to transplant even into 
heathen soil the peculiar truths of their religious 
knowledge and hope, and so to fulfil, with respect to 
the heathen, that prophetic vocation which the chosen 
people had to all the nations of the world, and thus 
in some degree to prepare the heathen world for the 
fulfilment of the promise. 

The two other monarchies — the Grecian under 
Alexander, and the Roman of the emperors — stand in 
close relation to the entrance of Christianity into the 
world. It was the grand idea of Alexander to 
establish the extensive empire which he had, in his 
stormy attack upon the ancient bulwark of the 
Asiatic countries, so rapidly won — an empire ex- 
tending from the mountains of Macedonia to the 
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rivers of India, and composed of nations so widely 
diflfering from each other, upon the common intel- 
lectual basis of the Greek tongue and Greek learn- 
ing. And when, after his early death, his kingdom 
fell into ruins, the separate states which arose from 
it, ruled as they were by men whose minds were 
formed by Grecian training, only served to carry on 
this work of Alexander, and to complete the task of 
pervading the Oriental world with the language and 
learning of Greece. This unity of language and 
learning, however, thus brought to pass in the whole 
of the then civilised world was, according to the 
counsel of God, to form the intellectual substructure 
for the announcement and propagation of Christianity, 
which was brought to these various nations by means 
of the. Greek tongue. Surely it may here, if any- 
where, be perceived that a Divine thought directs the 
course of history. 

All the separate states and kingdoms, however, 
which had arisen from the great empire of Alexander, 
were received into the Roman empire, and thus united 
also to the west of Europe, and drawn into the great 
stream of universal history. The Roman empire gave 
an external form, as Alexander's empire had given an 
intellectual preparation. It was by the Roman empire 
that nations hitherto so reserved and exclusive towards 
each other were united into one great whole, and a 
connection and intercourse established between them 
which were extended also to the province of general 
culture. All this contributed to implant in the minds 
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of men the idea of a single kingdom which was to 
combine diversity of nations and customs into a 
higher unity, and thus to prepare for that great 
thought of Christianity, the kingdom of God. At the 
same time it prepared the ways by which the gospel 
might reach the Western nations ; for the roads upon 
which Boman officials and troops passed and repassed 
from the capital to the provinces, or the tracks by 
which merchant vessels sailed backwards and forwards, 
served also for the messengers of Jesus Christ to travel 
with the word of life from the Euphrates to Rome and 
Spain, in that great region of nations within which 
the world's history was then transacted. This 
whole realm was included under one common law, to 
establish whose authority and make it the protecting 
power of public life, was the special vocation of Rome. 
It was under the protection of Roman law that the 
infancy of Christianity was passed ; and the life of 
that apostle whose task it was to realise the universal 
mission of Christianity in the Roman world, the 
Apostle Paul, shows us how Roman law protected him 
against the fanaticism of his Jewish enemies. 

But the state of affairs at the birth of Christ — a 
state designated by the words, Roman empire, and the 
name of its first emperor, Augustus — was the result 
of the previous growth of ages. All its processes, even 
those of intellectual development^ meet hQre. 

Special mental endowments were bestowed upon 
those nations who were destined to be the depositaries 
of this intellectual development, and the means of 
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transmitting to us the produce of the cultivation of 
the human mind in the ancient world. In them was 
the mind of man to manifest its highest possible 
attainments, and at the same time its limitation. At 
first, intellectual life in general was most intimately- 
connected with the idea of the nation and the state. 
The state appeared as the highest form of social life, 
to which all others, even that of the family and of 
religious life, were subordinate. The human race 
beyond the state and nation was ignored. All intel- 
lectual cultivation was in the fullest sense national ; 
and, indeed, at first, Greek. Outside the intellec- 
tual cultivation of this nation, there was in general 
none at all, but only barbarism. All other nations 
were barbarians in the eyes of the Greeks. Morality 
and religion were also national and political. Virtue 
and sin were political virtue and political sin, and 
none greater were known. And this was the case with 
religion itself. A religion for the human race, a 
universal religion, was declared by the philosopher 
Celsus, several centuries after the birth of Christ, to 
be folly. (1) The state, the nation, was the source 
of every action of life. But this source soon showed 
itself exhaustible. The national spirit sank ever lower 
and lower, and was at last extinguished. The com- 
monwealth decayed, and men, abandoning the pur- 
suit of politics, betook themselves to a more general 
pursuit of culture. In the supremacy of Grecian 
art and philosophy, the Greeks sought and found 
compensation for the loss of their national and 
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political independence. It was thus perceived that 
political existence was neither the highest nor the 
deepest and ultimate source of mental life. Very 
interesting is it to observe the mental process which 
was gone through towards the close of ancient history, 
while the spirit of universalism was endeavouring to 
work itself out of the spirit of nationalism, — ^a process 
carried en in every department of life, in the religious, 
the moral, and the philosophical. The bounds of 
national religion were broken through, and amidst the 
most opposite religions the best was sought for, though 
in the variegated mass of superstitions a satisfactory 
result could not be obtained, nor indeed any except 
the conviction expressed by the philosopher Plotinus, 
that men cannot come at the gods, but the gods must 
come to men. In ethics also the national point of view 
was abandoned, and a general morality and moral 
philosophy striven after, — a morality which, in its 
expressions, often furnishes the most striking external 
points of contact with that of Christianity, though it 
certainly exhibits an utter diversity of spirit, and 
never seeks to attain power and reality. Philosophy, 
too, was seeking general truth, and endeavouring to 
penetrate the mystery of the general relation in which 
Qod and the world stand to each other, but without 
getting beyond doubt and uncertainty, and at last 
despair of the attainment of any truth. And rightly 
has that question of Pilate, uttered with the levity 
and contempt of a blasi, What is truth ? been ever 
regarded as an involuntary expression of the result to 
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which the inquiries of the ancient world had conducted 
it. All eflfbrts at discovering truth had failed, and 
it seemed best to give up this fruitless enthusiasm ; 
yet the deeply-rooted desire could not be extirpated 
from the human heart. The ideas begotten by Alex- 
andrian speculation, for instance, which were to 
explain the mystery of the divine and of its revela- 
tion, were but a faint shadow of truth, — the shell, so 
to speak, of the actual fruit, which was still wanting ; 
yet for that very reason, prophecies of the real and 
actual truth which was not to proceed from the ex- 
hausted power of the human mind, but to enter into 
the world as an act of God, and which did enter it in 
the person of Him who could say of Himself, ' I am 
the Truth.' 

Hence Jesus Christ is the end towards which aU 
ancient history tended, whether external or internal, 
— an end required by the whole previous development, 
the answer to the question with which it concludes, 
the solution of its enigma, the key by which we may 
be enabled to understand the history of the world. 
He, the miraculous gift and act of God, coming from 
above and not from beneath, is not its product ; but 
He is its requirement, and therefore, though with 
respect to His nature and origin its supernatural, yet 
in His historical position, its natural close. He is, so 
to speak, the filling up of the void which the history 
of mankind had left, but which it was unable from 
its own resources to fill. 

Such is the position of Christianity, i.e,, of Jesus 



Position of Jeaua Christ in History, 267 

Christ, in history, retrospectively viewed He is the 
goal to which it was tending, and its close. And 
corresponding with this is the position He occupies 
in history prospectively viewed ; He is its starting 
point and its power. A new era begins with Him, 
and is ruled by Him. 

Before Jesus took leave of His disciples. He com- 
manded them to carry their message to all nations, 
to baptize them all in His name, and to gather them 
into the one Church of the new human race, having 
previously given them the promise that the gospel 
should be preached in all the earth, and that therie 
should be one fold and one shepherd. This saying 
seemed a simple impossibility ; in the mouth of any 
other, it might have been called the saying of a mad- 
man. For how should these few men, unlettered 
Ashermen and publicans as they were, and of the most 
despised nation upon earth, be able to induce the rest 
of the world to receive a religion whose central object 
was a crucified man, and which announced a way of 
salvation as far removed as possible from flattering 
the inclinations of men, and standing in sharpest op- 
position to all their natural notions ? The very thought 
of mankind as a great unity, — the thought, in short, 
of one religion for all, of a universal religion, of one 
flock, which was to include all nations, every variety 
of nationality, of position in life, of degree of educa- 
tion, — the thought of the Church as we have it and 
know it, — ^was the grandest thought ever conceived 
or expressed by a man. The very thought was itself 
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a miracle, its realization the very greatest of miracles; 
the permaDent, ever-present miracle, compensating us 
for the absence of all others, conceivable only through 
what Jesus added, that they should be endued with 
power from on high, and through what St Luke 
relates in the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, 
that the Spirit of God came upon them and made 
them other men, enabling them in the power of this 
new Spirit, to conquer the world, and to erect a king- 
dom which, being founded, not like the kingdoms of 
the old world, by means of natural though unusual 
. power, but created by the word of God's Spirit, is to 
endure for ever. 

There cannot be a more sublime subject of contem- 
plation than the triumphant progress of Christianity 
during the course of the world's history. 

Everything seemed to conspire to render its victory 
utterly impossible. Its origin was against it ; it seemed 
but a Jewish sect. Its advocates and followers had 
nothing attractive about them, and belonged for the 
most part to the lower and uneducated classes. Its 
doctrine was a ' stumbling-block ;' it appeared a most 
vexatious 'foolishness.' Its reverence for God, too, 
was suspected ; for the Christians, using no images 
of the gods, were taken for atheists. The worst and 
most immoral things were said of its mysterious rites. 
Public opinion was prejudiced against them, philoso- 
phers assailed Christianity with intellectual weapons, 
while the authorities opposed it with brutal violence. (2) 
And yet it triumphed. So early as the reign of Nero, 
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it was, as the Roman historian Tacitus indignantly 
asserts, very widely diffused. Nor did it avail to 
arrest its progress, that Nero, in order to divert from 
himself the guilt of the great conflagration of Rome, 
executed vast numbers of Christians, not so much, as 
Tacitus says, because they were guilty of this crime, as 
because they were hated by the whole human race. (^ 
Nevertheless Christianity continued to spread. An 
interesting letter of the younger Pliny, governor of 
Bithynia, in Asia Minor, to his friend the emperor 
Trajan, written about seventy years after the death of 
Christ, is still extant, distinctly portraying the state 
of the Christian cause at that time, in the places 
which had been the scenes of St Paul's and St John's 
ministries. * This superstition,' writes Pliny (^), ' has 
spread on all sides : in towns, in villages, and in the 
country ; the temples of our gods stand deserted, and 
sacrifices have now for a long time ceased to be offered. 
— I arrested a few girls called deaconesses, and put 
them to the torture, but discovered nothing besides 
excessive and pernicious superstition. They confessed 
that they met together before dawn, to sing praises 
to Christ, as to God. They make solemn engage- 
ments to each other,^ he adds, ' to live a moral and 
serious life.' And a century later, TertuUian, in his 
Apology, could say to the heathen, ' We are but of 
yesterday, and yet we have taken possession of your 
whole country — towns, islands, the camp, the palace, 
the senate, the forum ; we have left you only the 
temples.' (^) Nor could the great persecutions — of 
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which ten may be enumerated — ever hanging over 
the Christians, arrest the triumphs of Christianity. 
No age, no sex was spared ; all the strength of the 
empire was put in requisition ; certain of the most 
energetic of the emperors, such as Decius and 
Diocletian, considered it their special duty to root out 
Christianity from the world, because the very existence 
of the Roman empire depended upon its. extirpation. 
But the arm of the executioner failed before the fidelity 
of the Christians. Diocletian was obliged to give up 
his work; he retired from the stage, but Christianity 
remained, and in the person of Constantine ascended 
the imperial throne, and has since governed, even 
externally, the Roman world, (e) 

The triumph of Mohammedanism cannot be com- 
pared to this. Mohammedanism came forward as ' a 
religion of this world, a religion of conquest and of 
sensuous enjoyment^' and the sword was its preacher. (7) 
Pascal says of it, ' Mohammed founded his dominion 
by killing, Christ by suffering Himself to be killed.' 
' Humanly speaking, Mohammed chose means adapted 
for conquest, Jesus those adapted for defeat.' Instead, 
therefore, of concluding, since Mohammed succeeded, 
Jesus Christ might well succeed, we should rather 
say, Since Mohammed succeeded, Jesus ought to 
have failed, (s) The propagation of Christianity can 
be effected only by means of conversion ; and what 
that means, he can understand who knows what it 
means to convert one single man. Let any one try 
to uproot from one single heart the supremacy of 



Triumphant Progress of Christianity. 271 

selfishness ; yet this was a struggle with the supre- 
macy of selfishness in the world ! (9) It is not denied 
that external circumstances, such as the unity of the 
empire, intercourse between distant countries, identity 
of language and education, favoured the spread of 
Christianity. But what were these external circum- 
stances but the work of Divine Providence ? Nor is 
it less admitted, that a feeling at that time existed, 
that something new, something better than had yet 
been known, would appear. But what was this feel- 
ing but the God-ordained result of that preceding 
development which was intended to prepare for 
Christianity a way iuto the hearts of men ? Nor is 
it denied that the morality of Christianity and of its 
advocates was a great power. The world had never 
before witnessed a moral purity so sublime, a brotherly 
affection so hearty ; and the very heathen could not 
help admiring it. * See how these Christians love 
each other,' they exclaimed ; ' how ready they are to 
die for each \ other ! * (lo) They love almost before 
they know each other, (ii) Even Julian the Apostate 
%peaks with admiration of the holy walk and brotherly 
love of Christians. And Lucian the satirist says, 
' It is marvellous how these men rush to one another 
in misfortune.' 'Most of them,' — such is the sense 
of a longer passage is a work of the famous physician 
Oalenus, on Plato, of which this passage only is extant, 
' are not in a condition to philosophize, but they live 
like philosophers.' (12) ' What women the Christians 
have ! ' exclaims Libanius (18) with astonishment 
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And what was all this but the fruit of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ ? Such morality was itself a miracle. 
' They are in the flesh,' says the epistle of Diognetus, 
an able early Christian composition, when speaking of 
Christians, ' but they do not live after the flesh. They 
sojourn on earth, but they are citizens of heaven. They 
obey the existing laws, but by their lives they are 
placed above the laws. They love every one, and are 
persecuted by every one. If they are reviled they 
bless, if they are treated arrogantly they show respect. 
Though they do that which is right, they are punished 
as evil doers, and rejoice in punishment as an assis- 
tance in life.' The martyrs, however, became, by 
means of their stedfastness, the most impressive 
preachers of Christianity, and ' their blood the seed 
of the Church.' (14) ' Boys and maidens,' says Lac- 
tantius, 'conquer their tormentors by their silence.' (16) 
And it also happened that some converted even their 
executioners. It was no fanaticism, but the bright 
reflection of that new life which they received from 
the Spirit of Christ, which enabled them to encounter 
death with quiet and peaceful sober-mindedness, 
without a thought, too, of obtaining glory from men ; 
for in the eyes of the world their confession of faith 
was a disgrace, and many died whose very names 
were known to God alone. 

All these means contributed, and could not but con- 
tribute, to the success of Christianity, which certainly 
would not have conquered the world without them. But 
these means were the means of God and of His Spirit. 
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It was not so easy a matter, as it may perhaps 

appear to us, to conquer heathenism; for the heathen 

religion had so intertwined itself with the political, 

social, and intellectual life of the people, that it seemed 

impossible so to separate them as to uproot the one 

and to leave the other standing. He who was an enemy 

to the faith of his forefathers, seemed also to be an 

enemy of the state, and of culture in general. (16) 

National life was founded on religion, and had grown 

up with it ; the departments of religion and politics 

were indissolubly united. All national acts were at 

the same time religious acts ; all public affiiirs partook 

of a religious character. Christians were regarded as 

the enemies of the state, and even patriotism seemed 

to demand enmity to Christianity, which was viewed 

as of all things most perilous to the nation. All the 

earlier apologists had to defend Christianity against 

these reproaches. And this was the case also with 

culture in general. Art and science, and all mental 

cultivation, had developed themselves in connection 

with religion. To seek to promote Christianity was 

to threaten the annihilation of the intellectual produce 

of ages. Christianity was looked upon as synonymous 

with barbarism. Its first apologists were repeatedly 

obliged to repel this imputation. (17) Even at the 

present time, we may obtain a lively impression of 

the state of aflfairs in those days. We have, for 

example, only to descend into the subterranean vaults 

or sepulchres in which the Christians met to celebrate 

their rites, and then to compare with them one of 

S 
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those charming Grecian temples in which the people 
offered their sacrifices, or one of those magnificent 
amphitheatres in which they assembled at joyful 
spectacles, or perhaps even at the bloody conflicts of 
Christian martyrs with wild beasts, to perceive and 
feel how great a moral force was needed to gain the 
mastery over the mighty power of heathen religion 
and heathen life. 

And Christianity did gain the mastery ; yet far from 
annihilating, it preserved, purified, received into itself, 
and united with its very being, the culture of the 
ancient world and transmitted it to prosperity. After 
having taken possession of the Roman world, it laid 
the German world, which now began to occupy the 
stage of history, at the feet of Jesus ; made its people 
the instruments of transmitting its doctrines to 
futurity, and developed in them a new intellectual 
life. Many a shock had the Church to encounter in its 
course, — fightings within and foes without, the false 
religion of Mohammed, and the wild hordes of Huns 
and MonguLs. But it stood all these perils and attacks, 
and was only the more firmly rooted in the minds of 
men, the more firmly planted in the midst of all 
human interests. A band of men, indeed, appeared 
in this country, towards the close of the last century, 
who strove and hoped to put an end to the religion of 
Jesus Christ ; and a storm also soon arose in France, 
which threatened the extinction of the Christian 
Church. But the storm blew over, and the Church 
stood fast ; while the faith of Christ did but acquire 
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fresh strength and gladness from the troubles it 
endured, and from the terrible commotions of the 
times. Nor are our own times any less times of 
conflict ; and the great cause which Is now being con- 
tested in the intellectual arena is nothing else than 
the supremacy of Christianity. But its advocates, far 
from being discouraged, are combining aggressions on 
the enemy abroad with defensive operations at home. 
No age has for many centuries been so pre-eminently 
an age of missionary exertion among the heathen 
as the present ; and slow as may be the progress 
actually made, stiU it is progress, and aU are firmly 
persuaded that the cause of Christ must yet triumph 
among all nations; that the words of the apostle, 
that in the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, must 
yet be fulfilled ; that the poet's saying shall yet be 

realized — 

' The struggle shall not cease 
Till vict*ry crown His cause ; 
Till each remotest nation 
Is subject to His laws.' 

The progress of Christianity in history has been a 
triumphant one. But the progress of Christianity is 
that of Jesus Christ When we say: Christianity, we 
do in effect say: Jesus Christ, for everything depends 
upon Him. And what Christianity means, is to bow 
before Christ, and honour Him as the only and 
everlasting Saviour of us all. Christianity, however, 
is not merely a power possessing external sovereignty, 
but a power exercising an inward and spiHtual 
authority. Not merely the external religions of 
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the various nations, but the entire intellectual life of 
mankind, has been conquered and renewed thereby. 
With Christianity a new era dawned upon the human 
mind, and the whole moral and social life of our race. 
Christianity introduced ike era of huTnanity, (is) 
Not before its advent did men look upon themselves 
as members of one great family. Not before were' 
the rights of human personality acknowledged. What 
have been termed the rights of man, are the fruit of 
Christianity. It made no changes in the external 
arrangements of society ; it left laws and privileges, 
manners and conditions, customs and ranks, as it found 
them ; but it introduced a new spirit into all these 
relations of life. It did not externally abolish even 
slavery ; but it taught all to recognise in the slave a 
man, a Christian brother, and thus inwardly shattered 
this objectionable institution. It raised the condition 
of women from a degraded to a most honourable and 
influential one. It made love, which as Montesquieu 
saySy at the time of its introduction, still bore only a 
form which cannot be named, (19) the noblest and 
tenderest power of mental and spiritual life. It 
withdrew children, whom the heathen world had felt 
no scruple at destroying either before or after birth, 
because they were regarded as property which its 
possessors were fully justified in disposing of at their 
pleasure, from the arbitrary power of their parents, 
and placed them under the Saviour's protection, 
by declaring them to be, by baptism, children of 
Qod, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. It 
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created a new Christian family affection so hearty, 
genuine, and voluntary as had been hitherto unknown, 
and believed to be impossible. Not till Christianity 
appeared did the love of one's neighbour, in the true 
sense of the word, exist. Christianity introduced 
humanity into the worid, and inculcated the virtue of 
compassion. Care for the sick and poor, which has 
played so famous a part in the history of the Christian 
worid, was one of its happy fruits. That spirit of 
love, of resignation, of self-sacrifice, which is the love- 
liest and noblest product of the moral life, proceeded 
from Christianity, from the cross of Christ. It was 
Christianity which broke down the wall of partition 
between classes, nations, and states. Not before did 
there exist upon earth such a thing as international 
law, upon which, in our days, the whole framework of 
society depends. That history is not one continuous 
war of all against all ; that right and law form the 
foundation of national life, and that consequently com- 
merce and intercourse, and a general civilisation of 
mankind, have been rendered possible upon earth, are 
blessings for which we are indebted to Christianity. 
And with the supremacy of law and justice in the 
sevei^ states, it has combined the spirit of gentle- 
ness, and reminded men that even the criminal is 
still a man, and should be an object of our compassion, 
because he is an object of divine pity, and because it 
is the wUl of Grod to save his soul. Together with 
the rights of personality which Christianity acknow- 
ledged, it established also the rights of private judg- 
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ment and liberty of conscience. The first defenders 
of Christianity were also the first proclaimers of liberty 
of conscience ; and how much soever this principle 
may at times have been sinned against by the 
advocates of the Church, yet liberty of conscience, the 
necessity of which has now become a matter of 
universal conviction and admission, was itself the fruit 
of Christianity. (20) But it was not merely liberty 
which Christianity granted to the conscience ; it did 
this, indeed, but it did far more : it brought also 
comfort to the conscience, peace to the soul, delivery 
from the sense of guilt, consciousness of pardon, 
assurance of God's mercy on the ground of that ever- 
availing atonement for sin by the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ, whereby conscience is healed of its wounds, 
the mind relieved from anxiety, and the heart firom 
heaviness, in which lies the best comfort in all 
suflFerings, the best remedy for all the sorrows of this 
life, and which, at the same time, constitutes the true 
moral power of all work and action. For life is 
valuable in proportion to the work effected therein ; 
but the power of happy working depends upon a 
good conscience, assured of God's forgiveness. Hence 
Christianity, by its announcement of God's merey in 
Christ, became at the same time the source of a new 
and hitherto unknown moral power. The ancient 
world was unable to form even a distant imagination 
of such characters — thoroughly moral characters, 
equally great in doing as in suffering, in self-denial 
. as in activity, — as Christianity has produced. It was 
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the infusion, too, of this new moral power which 
fertilized, developed, and ennobled the mental eiforts 
of man in the various departments of art and science. 
What bfut Christianity called forth from the hidden 
depths of the heart and mind, the strict genuine 
earnestness and versatility of scientific research, the 
sublime purity and truth of artistic representation, the 
depth, the psychological truth and fulness of poetic 
productions ? In short, Christianity became the power 
of a new life to mankind, not only in a religious, but 
also in an intellectual and moral sense. 

It is true that much injustice, and even much that 
is infamous, has been perpetrated in the name of 
Christianity. (21) But this has been an abuse of its 
name and a contradiction of its nature, while Chris- 
tianity itself has had no share in such acts. Nor is 
it less true that the Christian world has often seen 
times of moral darkness and error. But Christian 
humanity has ever struggled up again out of the 
depths of moral degradation, and thus shown that 
Christianity, in distinction to all other religions, 
possesses a power of inexhaustible life, through which 
it is ever capable of rising with renewed youth from 
even the deepest decay. (22) There is in it a life and 
vigour derived from an eternal source, and it is this 
alone which makes it capable of becoming a new vital 
power for mankind. 

And this new life is capable of infusing iiself into 
every phase of life, just because it is in its nature 
spiritual, and not merely any one special form of 
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external life; hence, too, it is equally capable of 
assuming the most opposite external appearances, and 
of entering into and becoming the soul of the most 
opposite kinds of life. What a variety of forms has 
not Christianity assumed in different ages of the 
Church ! During the first centuries, when it cele- 
brated its triumphs in the sufferings of the martyrs, 
and its rites in the obscurity of the catacombs ; in the 
ages after Constantino, when it made the cross the 
banner of warlike hosts, and the fii*st jewel of crowns ; 
in the middle ages, when from Rome it gave laws to 
the world, built its splendid cathedrals, and brought 
forth from its fertile bosom a rich world of poetry ; in 
the Reformation period, when it awakened and com- 
forted consciences by the earnest preaching of the 
word, and infused fresh spiritual life into the Western 
world ; during the war mania of Germany, when, with 
its hymns of comfort, it soothed the crushed and 
trampled people, or when it afterwards bestowed upon 
the human mind that enfranchisement which fitted it 
for its subsequent bold philosophic investigations, or 
implanted in the narrow circle of the quiet in the 
land the germ of a new future ; or in the present 
century, when it marched before our hosts to lead 
them to the victory of freedom from foreign bondage, 
and more recently when it aroused the spirit of com- 
passion to gather the outcasts into places of refuge, 
or to ex^ercise its kindly offices in the abodes of sick- 
ness. Under all these differing aspects it has re- 
mained one and the same, and its witnesses in all 
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ages are as intelUgible to us, and awake within us as 
responsive an echo, as the preaching of to-day. And 
under what various forms do Christianity and the 
Church exist at the present day ; under what various 
phases of manners and customs, of doctrine and wor- 
ship — amidst the nations of the north and of the 
south, the civilised and uncivilised ! And however 
various its forms, however diverse its relations, it is 
ever one and the same: the confession of faith in 
Jesus Christ the Saviour of sinful man ! Rent as 
the Church now is, in one thing all churches are 
unanimous : the apostolic confession of faith in God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is the common faith 
of all Christians and churches. If none other is to 
be found among men, the cross of Christ has, so far 
as they have suffered themselves to be gathered into 
the Church of Christ, instituted a unity among men, 
— a unity of faith and confession, of love and hope. 
Various as may be their grades of intellectual culture, 
the preaching of the cross is to all the one truth, the 
one wisdom ; manifold as may be their nationalities, 
in Christ Jesus all, — the Indian as well as the Euro- 
pean, the Negro as well ajs the Asiatic, — ^reverence 
their Teacher, their Redeemer, their King. (28) 

Such is the universal position of Christianity 
a/mong manJcivd. It is a divine power renewing 
every aspect of life. But Christianity is a testvmony 
to Jesus Christ; for it originated with Him, was 
given, and exists in Him. He is Christianity. 
Hence Jesus is not a man like other men, subjected 
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to human partiality and limitation, but of universal 
importance, and the bearer of divine life. How 
then could He have been, as Renan says, enthusiastic 
and fanatical, and His disciples still more so ? A 
stream so pure and so fertile in blessings could not 
spring from so dark a source. The blessings which 
proceeded, and still proceed from Him, testify : — ^Here 
is the revelation of God, and therefore the light and 
life of the world. He is the eternal life ; in Him we 
have God. And this is what the Gospels also testify 
of Him. 




LECTURE X. 

THE PEBSON OF JESUS CHRIST. 

HERE is scarcely any subject of inquiry 
which lays so great a claim to the reli- 
gious interest of the present day as the 
person of Jesus Christ. Nor has any other a right 
to demand an equal interest ; for it is a matter in 
which Christianity itself, nay, universal history, is 
involved. 'It concerns Him who,' as Jean Paul 
Richter says, ' being the holiest among the mighty, 
the mightiest among the holy, lifted with His pierced 
hand empires off their hinges, tiuned the stream of 
centuries out of its channel, and still governs the 
ages.' (}) In our days, indeed, far less interest is felt 
in dogmatical than in historical questions, and yet 
history is but the vehicle tad husk of doctrine. The 
strife about doctrine has been, in fact, transported 
into the region of the histoiy of the life of Jesus 
Christ. And how great are the contrasts there 
opposed to each other I As great as the difference be- 
tween the eternal Son of Ood and the son of Joseph. 
These contrasts are old, though heightened at the 
present day. 
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From the very first, Christians have rendered divine 
honour to Jesus Christ. Even in the New Testament 
they are designated as those 'who call upon the name 
of the Lord Jesua' (2) And Pliny, in his epistle to 
the Emperor Trajan, speaks of the hymns which the 
Christians sang in their assemblies, to Christ as to 
God. (s) This fact, if we knew nothing else of the 
teaching of the apostolic church concerning the person 
of Jesus, would be a suflScient testimony to the divine 
honour which was rendered to Him. Very early, 
however, do we meet with a twofold opposition to 
church doctrine, a Jewish and a heathen one. JewiA 
error saw in Jesus only the very greatest of the pro- 
phets. His superhuman greatness being lost in His 
real humanity. Heathen error saw in Jesus a super- 
human being, who had descended to this earth from 
higher spheres, but it resolved His historical reality 
into mere appearance. In the former, history prevails 
to the disparagement of idea; in the latter, idea to the 
disparagement of history. The Church beheld in Jesus 
Christ the union of the two, of history and idea, of the 
Divine and human. How, indeed, the two could coalesce 
into a perfect unity, remained a problem to reason, 
which will never be able to rise to the full measure of 
the fact. But how far are we also from so attaining 
to the fulness of the fact as to leave nothing unknown 
even in questions of natural life, so soon as they 
penetrate beyond the mere surface ! The faith 
and Confession of the Church are, moreover, indepen- 
dent of the attempts of human reasion to comprehend 
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and fathom the mystery of the person of Jesus Christw 
And in this faith the various churches are unanimous. 
Dogmatic differences concerning this question are but 
of slight moment compared to the unanimity of faith. 
Christians of all churches bow the knee in the name 
of Jesus. 

Rationcdiam obliterates the divine element in the 
person of Christ, as well as the supernatural in general. 
And even when it speaks of a ' heavenly appearance 
in this sublunary world/ this is but a figure of speech, 
for in its view He is still only the greatest of moral 
teachers. But it was soon perceived that the mere 
moral teacher did not satisfy the requirements of the 
facts. Christianity is a phenomenon far surpassing 
the bounds al mere morality. The portrait drawn in 
the Gospels is far too great to be realised by "the 
wise rabbi of Nazareth," and philosophic speculation 
sought to grasp the deeper idea of Christianity. But 
if Bationalism advocated history at the expense of the 
idea, speculation advocated the idea at the expense 
of history. Jesus was only a symbol — the symbol 
for instance of divine wisdom, according to Spinoza; or 
of ideal perfection, according to Kant and Jacobi ; or 
of the union of the divine and human, according to 
Schelling and Hegel. How far Jesus himself approxi- 
mated to this ideal, for He did not fully attain to it, 
cannot be said ; but this is a matter of indifference, as 
everything depends upon the idea, not upon the fact. 
But it is vain to persuade us to such a notion ; for 
that which so powerfully enchains us in the gospels. 
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which makes such claims to our whole interest, what 
is it but the historical reality of the person of Jesus 1 
We feel it impossible to stop short at the mere idea, 
and be contented with it. Strauss attempted, from 
this philosophical point of view, to get rid of the 
history altogether. He resolves it almost all into 
fictions which owed their origin to the poetic spirit of 
the Christian Church, leaving but a scanty residuum 
of historical reality. But if the Jesus of the Gospels 
is the product of the Church, whose product is the 
Church itself? The small remains of the history of 
Jesus left to us by Strauss bear no proportion to the 
effect whose cause they are said to be. Rena7i, on 
the other hand, is convinced, that the power exercised 
by this history was too great to allow it to be resolved 
into* myths. His book is, in this respect, a step in 
advance of that of Strauss. He does homage to the 
historical reality. The philosophic mind of the Ger- 
man might content itself with abstractions and ideas ; 
the more realistic mind of the Frenchman demanded 
historical facts. He says, and rightly, that the cause, 
which lay in the person of Jesus, must correspond to 
the prodigious effect produced ; that Jesus could not 
have been the mere fiction of His biographers ; that 
the gospel history must, in the main, have actually 
occurred. By a survey of the country in which 
its facts took place, the history acquired in his 
eyes a . palpable embodiment. Jesus is, in his eyes, 
' a man^of enormous proportions.' But he writhes to 
escape from the admissions which his naturalistic 
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view of the world will not suffer him to make. 
He multiplies fine expressions and high-flown sen- 
tences to escape that one simple confession, that the 
person of Jesus is a miracle, and - that the essence of 
His history is supernatural. For he absolutely denies 
the supernatural and the miraculous, because he admits 
no world beyond this finite world, no free and personal 
God, and no personal immortality. (4) Miracles, 
however, form an essential part of the life of Jesus. 
Hence he chooses rather to view them as delusions 
and deceptions on the part of Jesus himself, and to 
ascribe to Him the application of the maxim, that 
the end sanctifies the means ; in other words, he 
prefers annihilating the moral character of Jesus, to 
acknowledging, that in Him we do meet with super- 
natural power. But as long as a feeling for 
morality exists, it will revolt against the notion 
that Jesus employed all sorts of artifices, and 
such as even ordinary morality would be incapable of 
tolerating : such, for instance, as assuming the appear- 
ance of knowing men's thoughts, or consciously defiling 
the purity of His teaching by an intermixture of 
fanatic enthusiasm, for the sake of increasing its 
efficacy, in consequence of the willingness of the people 
to be deceived ; or declaring Himself to be the Son 
of Ood, and making this declaration a fundamental 
principle of His kingdom, while His own better 
knowledge opposed it ; or thinking with sad despair 
in Gethsemane of the sparkling streams of His home, 
and of the Galilean maidens who were ready to bestow 
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their affections upon Him. Such notions could only 
have entered into an imagination run wild, and a son 
of modem Paris. No, as long as the Gospels exist, 
80 long will they be the sufficient refutation of such 
blasphemies against Him who was the purest of the 
pure. Let us then question these Gospels concerning 
the person of Jesus. 

But, first, let me be permitted to say a few words 
on the Gospels in general. (5) 

Jesus himself neither composed nor bequeathed to 
us any writings; for He was no philosopher, or 
founder of a 'religion in the ordinary sense. His 
person and His work are the writings which He 
inscribed in broad characters on the history of 
mankind ; and the work • of His Spirit in the heart 
is the epistle which He is, day by day, inscribing 
in inefi^eable characters within us. His disciples, 
however, did compose writings, from which we receive 
more detailed information concerning Him, and by 
which also the oral tradition and announcement of 
Him, which have since the day of Pentecost been 
current in the world, have been supported and pre- 
served. We might, indeed, have been certain of the 
existence of Jesus Christ, even if we possessed no 
Gospels ; the Church itself, its very existence, would 
then be our Gospel. And we might be certain of the 
main facts of His life, even if oral tradition were 
uncertain and varying in details. This uncertainty in 
detail would not destroy our certainty of the general 
and the whole. We might never have read any- 
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thing about the first Napoleon, and yet we might 
know what was most important concerning him ; and 
even if none of his deeds had been committed to 
writing, the main facts of his life would still be cer- 
tainties to us, and might remain such for centuries. 
Yet what is the impression made upon the minds of 
men even by a Napoleon, compared with the memorial 
which Jesus has set up in their hearts ; and what are 
the effects left by the former, compared with the work 
performed by the latter 1 Our faith, then, does not 
depend upon writings, and their truth and genuine- 
ness or ungenuineness, but upon facts which belong 
to history, and upon eflfects produced within our 
hearts. The written narratives are, however, the 
support and defence of our faith. They portray to 
us so vividly the image of Him whom we know and 
love, and represent His features with such exalted 
purity and living power, that we call but recognise 
in them the finger of God, and esteem and honour 
them as our best and dearest earthly treasures. 

The repeated attacks which have been made upon 
these books have diffused the notion, especially among 
the uninformed, that they are not so unassailable as 
the Christian Church has hitherto esteemed them. 
Not only, however, is this suspicion entirely without 
foundation^ but it would, besides, be in the highest 
degree arbitrary to infer the uncertainty of the facts 
from the supposed uncertainty of the writings. 

How, then, does the case stand with the Gospel 
Tuvrrativest ' ^ . 
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It must not be forgotten that these are not like 
writings discovered at some time or otlier in a library, 
and concerning whose origin doubts might reasonably 
be entertained, because nothing further was known of 
them. They did not originate in private, and after- 
wards pass from privacy into publicity, but came 
forth from the bosom of the first Christian Church, 
and were, so to speak, written under its eyes. They 
were from the very first authenticated by the oral 
tradition of the Gospel history, and the remembrance 
of their origin ever accompanied them. 

The earliest Christian instruction was everywhere 
the relation of the Gospel history, for to preach the 
Gospel was to preach Jesus Christ The great foots 
of his life, the words which he spoke, the fate which 
he experienced, his sufferings, his death, his resurrec- 
tion — such were the themes of apostolic preaching. 
All the interest of the Christian Church was concen- 
trated upon the person and history of Jesus Christ. 
Never yet was there a religious community that had 
anything like a similar interest in the history of its 
founder, to that which the Christian Church had. 
For the facts of His history fi^e the matter of its 
religious faith, and the certainty of the facts is the 
foundation of the faith. How strictly this was inves- 
tigated may be seen from the care with which St 
Paul enumerates the witnesses of Christ's resurrection 
(1 Cor. XV.) The apostolic epistles show us what a 
lively remembrance of the life of Jesus was preserved 
in th>i primitiv!^ :church. Even if we poAsessed no 
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Qospel narratives^ all the more important facts of 
Christ's life might be gleaned from the Epistles. And 
these were written twenty or thirty years after the 
death of Jesus, that is to say, during the life of the 
first generation of Christians. 

The Christ of the epistles, moreover, is the very same 
as the Christ of the Gospels. It was natural that the 
need of such written narratives of the life of Jesus 
should first be felt when the first generation began to 
fall off, i.e., at about sixty or seventy years after the 
commencement of our era. Till then — as we learn 
from the introduction to St Luke's Gospel — ^various 
written records had been made in different circles for 
the sake of assisting the memory. But these were 
deficient both in completeness and authenticity, nor 
was the authority of their origin acknowledged. Hence 
they gradually gave place to those longer writings 
which proceeded from the apostolic circle, and which 
under the name of gospels, have, since the end of the 
first century, obtained universal credit in Christendom. 
Certainly it was not without Divine dispensation that 
these four Gospels were composed. For these divers 
narratives wonderfully contribute, by the manner in 
which they complete one another, to furnish a copious 
and harmonious joint portraitiure of our Redeemer. 
The first Gospel, we are told, was written by the 
Apostle St Matthew for the Jewish Christians of 
Palestine, before he left that country, to preach the 
gospel in other lands. The second, according to 
Church tradition, was composed under the eye of St 
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Peter. The third tells us that it was the result of 
diligent investigation in the Holy Land, and was 
dedicated to a noble Roman for his further instruc- 
tion, to become hereafter through him the property of 
the Christian Church. The fourth declares itself to 
be the narrative of an eye-witness, and gives suffici- 
ently clear indications of being the work of the 
Apostle John ; and we are elsewhere informed that 
this same apostle, after having for a long period 
preached Jesus, only orally, to the Church of Ephesus, 
composed this Gospel, at the urgent request of its 
elders. These traditions are confirmed both by these 
writings themselves, and by the respect in which they 
have been held by the Church from the very first. 

We have but few remains of the Christian literature 
of the first century. It is not till the year 150 that 
these become more copious. Yet scanty and frag- 
mentary as this literature is, we find in it repeated 
references to the Gospels ; and the more abundant 
it becomes, the more numerous are such references, 
and the more firmly is the ecclesiastical authority 
and use of these writings established. (^) And the 
more we know from various individual examples how 
strict and tenacious the early Church was in the 
matter of tradition, even when the retention of 
subordinate traditions was concerned, the more highly 
will its testimony be rated, nor can such accuracy 
and tenacity fail to prepossess us in favour of the 
evidence which it furnishes to the Gospels. (J) Many 
a dispute concerning even utterly subordinate varia- 
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tions of tradition, agitated the Church in the second 
century, but no dispute or discussion ever arose 
concerning the canonical Gospels ; this fundamental 
interest of the whole church being from the very 
first regarded as unquestionably decided. (^) And 
it is just in the case of that very Gospel, upon 
which, in this question, so much depends — the Gospel 
of St John — that the closely-linked chain of tra- 
dition comes in most opportunely; for Polycarp, 
Bishop of Smyrna, who suffered martyrdom at the 
age of 90, was a disciple of the Apostle St John. 
And Irenaeus, in whose writings we find abimdant 
testimony to the Gospel of St John, was himself a 
disciple of Polycarp. Now Irenseus must have been 
in possession of accurate information on the point ; 
for Polycarp, his teacher, would naturally tell him 
much concerning his own personal intercourse with 
the aged apostle. Irenaeus, then, must have known 
whether the fourth Gospel were really the work 
of St John, and certainly would never have 
ascribed it to him, if it had been so far removed from 
the times, and so contrary to the mind of that apostle, 
as negative criticism asserts. Besides which other 
testimony of the second century reaches back far 
beyond Irenaeus, into the decade immediately follow- 
ing the death of St John. 

To the testimony of the Church must be added that 
of heretics. The adherents of the fantastic doctrines 
of Gnosticism in the second century, would not have 
appealed to the canonical Gospels, and have en- 
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deavoured to show, by all the devices of allegorical 
interpretation, its accordance with them, and espe- 
cially with the Gospel of St John, unless their uni- 
versally recognised authority had necessitated this 
seeming justification of their erroneous, teaching. (^ 
Nor do the apocryphal gospels, whose date is as 
early as the beginning of the second century, and 
which assume the existence of the canonical Gospels, 
bear less decisive testimony to them, (lo) 

But it is not merely the external testimony of the 
Church, nor that of heretical sects, which bears witness 
to the Gospels; it is also their self 'testimony, the 
testimony furnished by the harmony, the keeping, the 
entire character of their narratives. An acquaintance 
with the facts of Christ's history was the common 
property of the whole Church ; not in the first 
instance by means of the Gospels, but by oral tradi- 
tions, afl all unhesitatingly received it from the 
apostles. For instruction in Christianity began 
with instruction in the facts of Christ's life. Would, 
then, the Gospel narratives have met with accept- 
ance if they had not been in accordance with this 
oral instruction ? For this having originated with 
eye-witnesses, if the written records had not ap- 
pealed to such eye-witnessing, whether their com- 
posers had themselves been eye-witnesses, as Matthew 
and John, and perhaps partly Mark, or had re- 
ceived their information directly from eye-witnesses, 
like Luke, they could not have met with acceptance. 
But this character is borne by the Gospels. Their 
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thorough originality y and the fact of their being the 
result of direct knowledge, are very evident, (ii) An 
air of freshness, the charm of originaUty, pervades 
them all, constituting their peculiar attraction, and 
producing their winning power. We ^ee, we. hear 
Jesus Himself, we pass with Him through the various 
phases of His history. There are no reflections upon 
the history, but an embodiment of facts ; no pedantic 
representations of history, but the history itself; it 
speaks to us, and we are transplanted into the midst 
of its scenes. And these direct representations will 
endure any amount of investigation. A mass of 
geographical and other notices are interspersed. We 
can verify their accuracy, and all such verifications 
become corroborations. 

But the main point is the portrait which they 
draw of the Lord Jesus. It is such as no human 
being could have invented ; it must have been oopied 
from an actual original. We might say of a man 
that he was without sin and without error, and the 
very image of divine holiness. But we could not 
portray such an image without some features, which 
would betray their origin, being introduced by our 
limited, erring, sinful minds. Here, however, we 
have a picture completely carried out, in all possible 
situations, amidst all changes of inner and outer life 
and in the most striking contrasts. And in every 
feature, in every slightest turn, this form commands 
our admiration, and brings us on to our knees before it. 
No one can invent after this fashion. (12) And least 
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of all could Jews have done so ; for this was not by 
any means the ideal of their minds. They did not 
give reality to their ideal, but the reality first gave 
to them this ideal For the ideal which possessed 
their minds might have corresponded, for instance, to 
some Jewish scribe ; but how little did Jesus exhibit 
such a character ! He was a perfect contrast to such 
an ideal. With that want of self-reliance, that 
dependence upon the authority of their teachers in 
religious matters, which the disciples of Jesus shared 
with the rest of their unlearned fellow-countrymen, 
they would never have emancipated themselves from 
the pattern those authorities had prescribed, and have 
set up a model so entirely different, if this model 
which they portray with such overwhelming power 
and sublimity had not actually appeared before them 
in the person of Jesus. Cardinal Wiseman says, in 
one of his lectures : * We have in the writings of the 
rabbins ample materials wherewith to construct the 
model of a perfect Jewish teacher : we have the say- 
ings and the actions of Hillel, and Gamaliel, and Rabbi 
Samuel, all perhaps in great part imaginary, but all 
bearing the impress of national ideas, all formed upon 
one rule of imaginary perfection. Yet nothing can be 
more widely apart from their thoughts and principles, 
and actions, and character, and those of our Redeemer. 
Lovers of wrangling controversy, proposers of captious 
paradoxes, jealous upholders of their nation's exclusive 
privileges, zealous uncompromising sticklers for the 
least comma of the law, and most sophistical departers 
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from its spirit ; such mostly are these great men, — 
the exact counterpart and reflection of those scribes 
and Pharisees who are so uncompromisingly reproved 
as the very contradiction of gospel principles. How 
comes it that men, not even learned, contrived to 
represent a character every way departing from their 
national type, at variance with all those features which 
custom, and education, and patriotism, and religion, 
and nature, seemed to have consecrated as of all 
most beautiful ? . . . . The evangelists must have 
copied the living model which they represent ; and 
the accordance of the moral features which they give 
him can only proceed from the accuracy with which 
they have respectively drawn him.' (13) 

It is not denied that we, who possess the original, 
might be capable of inventing something similar. But 
even then — ^what kind of an invention would it be ? 
Renan, who endeavours to set up an ideal of his own 
invention, which shall present the essential facts of 
the Gospels, furnishes us with an answer. The Jesus 
whom he depicts, is, with all his elevation and 
amiability, but an enthusiast and fanatic, who does 
not scruple to employ even immoral means for the 
accomplishment of his purpose. Such being our 
delineations, even in spite of this model, how should 
these Jewish publicans and fishermen, who had such 
entirely opposite models, have sketched this marvellous 
portrait? It is by this, their matter, that the Gospels 
bear witness to, and even create faith in, their truth. 
Even a Goethe was unable to escape this impression. 
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' I esteem the Gospels/ says he, in the ConveraationB 
with Eckermann, iii. 371, 'to be thoroughly genuine; 
for there shines forth from them the reflected splen- 
dour of a sublimity proceeding from the person of 
Jesus Christ, and of as divine a kind, as was ever 
manifested upon earth.' 

It would be quite sufficient for our present purpose 
if this internal and external t^timony confirmed only 
the more essential and general contents of the evan- 
gelical narratives ; for if we are but certain of the 
person of Jesus Christ, we are certain of the main 
point. But this certainty extends also to details. 
The occurrences in question were the common property 
of the Christian Church, and not unknown even to 
its adversaries ; for — as St Paul could assert before 
Festus the Boman governor — these things were not 
done in a corner (Acts xxvL 26), but before the eyes 
of all. They formed the subject of many discussions 
between Jesus and His adversaries, and were at last 
the cause of the trial to which he was subjected, and 
of His execution. Benan, indeed, supposes that the 
evangelists have given their accounts in somewhat the 
same manner as the achievements of Napoleon might 
have been narrated by one or more of the old grena- 
diers of his guard, who would have given us graphic 
details, interesting anecdotes, a lively impression of 
events, but have confused the events themselves, — 
have placed Wagram, for instance, before Marengo, or 
made Napoleon expel Bobespierre from the Tuilleries, 
or omitted matters of the utmost importance. But 
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were the disciples, then, at such a distance from their 
Lord « as these grenadiers would be from Napoleon? 
Would it not have been a far more apt comparison to 
have spoken of the members of his sta£F? And do 
not the apostolical epistles — even if we confine our- 
selves to those whose authenticity no one well in- 
formed on the subject ever doubted — ^furnish collateral 
corroboration ? There is, in fact, hut one objection at 
the bottom of all the different arguments which have 
been set up against the historical truth of the gospel 
narratives ; and that is, the denial of miracles — the 
denial of another world. And this is an objection 
arising not from historical criticism, but from the 
philosophical view of the world. They who believe 
in the* existence of another world, and see in the per- 
son and history of Jesus Christ a revelation thereof, 
find this stumbling-block removed, are convinced of 
the truth of the miracles in His history, nay, cannot 
but require it to contain miracles. We have but one 
condition to insist upon in the case of miracles, and 
that is, that they should have a moral purpose ; that 
they should be neither arbitrary nor fantastic, but 
should subserve the revelation of truth and grace 
which appeared in Christ Jesus. And who, that 
knows the gospel narratives, does not perceive and 
acknowledge that this condition is observed ? If we 
would obtain further certainty on the point, we need 
only compare the apocryphal gospels, and their arbi- 
trary and tasteless narratives of miracles, devoid of 
any moral purpose^ or the series of legends which have 
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been formed concerning Mohammed, with our gospels, 
to be convinced that these are as far removed from 
those as the heavens are from the earth, and to per- 
ceive what striking confirmation these caricatures of 
the evangelical narrative furnish of the works of our 
evangelists. (14) 

To what strange means do not men have recourse 

to get rid of the gospel history, when they have first 

resolved not to accept it! Strauss began in 1835, 

by his Lehen Jesn, those attacks which have since 

been repeated in ever varying forms. His notion 

was, that the early Christians adorned the image 

of their Master with heavenly features derived 

from the prophecies of the Old Testament, and thus 

formed a tissue of mythic and legendary naiTatives. 

But, in fact, if the disciples had set themselves to 

devise an image of the Messiah according to their own 

expectations, they would have produced an entirely 

difierent one. They would have delineated the royal 

Son of David, and not the Prophet of Galilee, the 

crucified and risen Saviour. The external facts of 

Christ's history were rather hindrances than aids to 

their faith; for they were in accordance neither with 

their wishes nor their hopes. Nothing but the over- 

whelming impression made by Christ's person raised 

them above aU these stumbling-blocks to their faith 

and convinced them that He wa« the Messiah. 

Nothing but so extraordinary a phenomenon a^ the 

life and mu-a..les of Jesus, a. depicted in the Gospels, 

could have produced tJiis eflFect. And how could such 
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a circle of myths have been formed in so short a 
period as that which elapsed between the history itself 
and its delineation (i5), and especially in that age of 
historical accuracy and abundant literary activity ? (16) 
Such a notion is opposed to all historical possibility. 
Single legends and myths may be produced by the 
unusual impression which an astounding fact or 
imposing personage may produce upon the minds of 
men, and be added as embellishments to an historical 
narrative, but not a life which is itself a miracle. 

Strauss himself, however, acknowledged that his 
attack was a failure, and that his master, Baur, had 
carried out what he had only attempted. * In my 
youthful impetuosity, I sought to conquer the fortress 
at a stroke ; but my greater master first 
undertook the regular siege, before which its walls 
could not but fall. (17) And certainly Baur must 
have conquered the fortress, if it had not been 
impregnable. With that indefatigable patience of 
which only a German scholar is capable, he took a 
tedious road to prove, that in the several Gospels we 
have memorials which are the products of later times, 
and of various opposing tendencies in the Church, 
and that they cannot therefore be absolutely relied on. 
This was to apply especially to the Gospel of St John. 
And naturally so; for if this be a genuine record of 
the life of Christ, the higher view of his person is 
secured. Hence every effort was made to refer this 
work to about 150 years after Christ. But such 
attempts were as firuitless as they were laboured. The 
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school of BauT is being every day more and more 
broken up ; and he himself acknowledges that, after 
all, the person of Jesus Christ remains a great histo- 
rical mystery, and that * in any case the entire 
importance of Christianity to the whole world depends 
upon His person/(i8) He was obliged, moreover, to 
leave the enigma of the resurrection unsolved. But 
if the resurrection remains an enigma, then is the 
person of Jesus one only. And if this remains unex- 
plained, what is the use of all the other explanations 
of the history of mankind t 

A series of writings of the second century has 

been handed down to us ; and if these are compared 

with the writings of the New Testament and with the 

Gospels, nothing but an utter want of discrimination 

in literary production can fail to make us sensible of 

the immense chasm which separates them. To 

refer the Gospel of St John to the second century, 

is like attributing the most powerM of Luther's 

writings to some unknown author during the 

thirty years' war.(i9) Any one maintaining such a 

notion would expose himself to the ridicule of all 

well-informed and reasonable men. Even Schelling 

designates this diflference, the strongest proof of the 

originality of the New Testament writings; while the 

very critics of Baur's school have recognised this 

chasm between the writings of the New Testament 

and those of a later period, — a chasm as great as 

that which always exists between the productions of 

a classical and post-classical age. (20) 
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Much has been made of the discrepancies said to 
exist between the several Gospels, for the sake of 
invalidating and casting doubt upon their testimony. 
But these supposed discrepancies, even if they affect 
particulars and externals, leave the essence of the 
history untouched. In no other case would such 
variations be considered a valid argument against the 
matter itself. (21) And how have not the Gospels 
been tortured to bring out these discrepancies ? It 
cannot be denied that Lessing was well practised in 
criticism ; yet even he cannot help exclaiming, ' If. 
Livy and Dionysius, and Polybius, and Tacitus, are 
so candidly and honourably treated by us, that we do 
not lay them upon the rack for every syllable, ,why do 
we not extend equal liberality to Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John ? ' (22) Such discrepancies as have 
been discovered, generally owe their origin to an 
entirely external view and comparison of the narratives 
which omit all enquiry after the fundamental idea upon 
which each evangelist selected and arranged his 
materials. Of late, however, there is a recoil from 
such prejudices against the gospel narrative ; and even 
Benan cannot help allowing the historical character of 
the essential part of even St John's Gospel, though 
he certainly treats it in a manner arbitrary beyond 
comparison, bringing forth from it a history which is 
in truth only the product of his own imagination.' 

Having thus briefly spoken of the Gospels them- 
selves, we will return to our inquiry concerning the 
person of Jesus Christ. 
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It is the peculiarity of the Gospels, that they every- 
where present to our view the person of Jesus Christ 
It is impossible for us to stop, if we would, at His 
teaching. We everywhere meet with Himsel£ We 
see His image in all that He says. It is He who 
lends to His words that peculiar charm, that wondrous 
mixture of sublime strictness and ingratiating kindli- 
ness, which renders them so irresistible. From 
Himself proceeds that fragrance which pervades His 
words, and makes them words of life. It is the form 
of Jesus Himself which shines through all He says 
and does, and constitutes the central point of the 
gospel histories. 

What, then, is that portrait of Jesus which the 
Gospels delineate ? 

It was in a remote town of Galilee, we are told, and 
in the family of one of its more obscure inhabitants, 
that Jesus grew up. His birth, indeed, directs us to 
Bethlehem, the city of David ; and miraculous occur- 
rences connected with that event are narrated. But 
His subsequent career stood in no kind of connection 
with those earlier events of the newly-dawning salva- 
tion, when it had seemed as if a new sun were about 
to dawn upon Israel ; and the miraculous incidents 
of His earlier days seemed but to encircle His after 
obscurity like a dream. Many of those who had 
witnessed them were dead ; and the report having 
gradually died away among the survivors in Beth- 
lehem and Jerusalem, it was concluded that this 
remarkable child had perished among the infants 
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whom Herod sacrificed to his suspicions. These 
things were no longer spoken of in Bethlehem alid 
Jerusalem, while in Nazareth they had never been 
heard of : and Mary and Joseph kept their experiences 
in the depths of their own hearts, as a secret of 
which they could speak to no one, because no one 
could understand it — of which they did not even ven- 
ture to speak to each other, because they themselves 
could not understand it. And least of all would Mary 
have spoken of it to her Son : for in what terms could 
she talk of it to Him ? Thus He grew up in the 
house of His parents like any other child. 

But the traditions of David's house, the great pre- 
dictions and the hopes which were attached to them, 
lived in the hearts, and must often have been upon 
the lips, of these descendants of a great and royal 
ancestor. They were the atmosphere in which Jesus 
lived ; while the Scriptures, into which, according to 
Jewish custom, he was early initiated, were the food 
with which His mind was fed. It was these which 
developed His thoughts, fashioned His knowledge, and 
even His comprehension of Himself. 

We would willingly have learnt somewhat concern- 
ing His youthful days, and imagination has filled the 
space left vacant by the evangelists with all kinds of 
legendary and miraculous histories. But these are 
all fictitious. One single occurrence, one single say- 
ing, is preserved by St Luke, — ^the saying of Jesus in 
the temple when a child of twelve years old — that 

memorial of His developing consciousness. The 

U 
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journey to the feast, the holy city with its associations, 
the temple and its worship, all that He saw and 
heard, felt and thought, might well move Him, 
and give a new impulse to His thoughts. Then, 
also, the mystery of His own nature began to be 
clearer and more certain to Him. He felt and per- 
ceived that He stood nearer to His Father in heaven 
than to His parents upon earth — that communion 
with God was more His home than the earthly house 
in which He had dwelt and grown up. This thought 
and this saying broke forth from the depths of His 
soul like a first bright beam, enlightening His whole 
being. From this time forth He became more and 
more conscious of the miraculousness of His own 
nature. He learnt to understand himself. But He 
was silent. He was subject to His parents ; He ful- 
filled a son's duties like any other man ; He assisted 
in His foster-father's handicraft ; He, as well as 
Joseph was called ' the carpenter ' in Nazareth ; and 
when the latter died, as it appears, prematurely, he 
provided, as the head of the family, for its wants — 
yet He was silent. He kept His own miraculous 
nature a holy secret, and was silent. He went, 
according to Jewish custom, every Sabbath into the 
synagogue ; He heard the law and the prophets read 
and expounded ; yet He maintained His silence, 
meekly waiting until His Father should give Him a 
sign to come forth and bear public testimony to what 
He had long silently cherished in His soul. 

We need not complain that we know too little of 
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His youth and mental developnient We know 
enough ; and what we do know of this, His period 
of silence, is, in one word, His meekness, which is 
the chief feature in the picture which the few touches 
of the historical narrative place before us. 

And this is also the most prominent feature in the 
picture given us of His public ministry. 

He comes to the Baptist to be baptized by him 
like any other Israelite, at the dawn of the kingdom 
of heaven, though He well knew that it was Himself 
who was to introduce that kingdom. John refused, 
and would rather have sought baptism from Him, as 
one higher and greater than himself, whose shoe's 
latchet he was not worthy to unloose ; but Jesus bade 
him perform his oflSce, even towards Himself, saying, 
' Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness.' At this baptism the Father 
bore, as we are informed, miraculous testimony to His 
Son, after which, Jesus, coming up out of the water, 
departed into the wilderness. Thence, after expe- 
riencing mysterious temptations, and maintaining 
throughout His unselfish vocation of obedience, He 
returned into the Baptist's neighbourhood ; and as 
He was silently going on His way, some of John's 
disciples followed Him. 'Come and see,' are the 
only words He addressed to them ; but such was the 
impression made by His person, that they were bound 
to His cause for life. He returns to His home ; He 
is present at the marriage of Cana; in all that He 
says and does we behold the same humble reserve. 
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advancing only step by step in the path which God 
points out, and patiently waiting the progressive 
development and extension of His ministry — waiting 
till the increasing interest excited by His words and 
deeds, and His whole public life, brought multitudes 
to Him from even remote distances, and till He 
gradually called forth a religious movement which 
reached to the borders of Israel, and soon awakened 
and increased the enmity of His opponents. 

His whole life was one continued series of jour- 
neyings, full of unrest and privation, a round of 
. ceaseless activity and exhausting labour. 

From the very commencement of his Galilean 
ministry this was the case. He departed from 
Nazareth to make Capernaum the central point of 
His agency. He taught on His way thither, and 
arrived on the borders of the lake of Galilee accom- 
panied by multitudes. Here he entered into a ship 
to free Himself from their pressure, and taught them 
from it, while they stood on the shore. He called 
disciples to follow Him ; He entered into the syna- 
gogue, and taught and healed in the midst of much 
popular excitement. Departing thence. He entered 
into the house of Peter's mother-in-law, whom He 
healed of b, fever. In the evening, when the Sab- 
bath was past, there were brought 'unto Him from 
all parts the sick and possessed, and He was employed 
in succouring them till far into the night. Before 
the morrow's dawn He departed into a solitary place 
to pray ; but even there He was followed and sought 
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for. After this fashion did His ministry begin in 
Capernaum; and thus was it continued in other 
places. More than once does tlie evangelist relate 
that he had not time so much as to eat : it seems 
that he was even so engrossed with work, that it was 
thought necessary to restrain Him by force, because it 
was feared He might lose His senses (Mark iii. 21). 

Such was the commencement of His Galilean 
ministry. And this continued for weeks and months. 
The Gospels furnish us with details sufficient to enable 
us to form a picture of His ministry in this place. 
It may be described, both externally and internally, 
as one of exciting and exhausting activity. If we 
inquire, however, what was the soul of this activity, 
we shall be constrained to say that it is the life of a 
Saviour which is here depicted, — ^a life dedicated to 
the poor, the sick, the forsaken, the despised, — a 
life of devotion to the unhappy, to deliver them from 
the sorrows of life, and especially from depression of 
soul. Publicans and sinners, the mourners and the 
sorrowing, — these are the society He seeks. To the 
afflicted he brings consolation, and calls the weary 
and heavy-laden that He may give them rest. A 
spirit of compassionate love and beneficent kindness 
animates every act of His life. We read in the Old 
Testament of a revelation of God vouchsafed to the 
prophet Elijah (1 Kings xix. 11): 'And, behold, 
the Lord passed by, and a great strong wind rent the 
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks, before the 
Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind : and after 
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the wind an earthquake ; but the Lord was not in 
the earthquake : and after the earthquake a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire : and after the fire a 
still small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard 
it that he wrapped his face in his mantla' Such 
was God in Christ. (23) 

If ever love appeared on earth, it appeared under 
the form of meekness and lowliness in Christ. But 
over the form of the meek Saviour of sinners is shed 
abroad a glory and majesty which cause us involun- 
tarily to bow the knee before Him. Who can con- 
template Him in His silent course without feeling 
that there is in Him a mysterious and hidden majesty, 
and seeing it shine forth from His every word and 
deed ? (24) And most of all in His deepest humUia' 
tion. 

His love was rewarded by a criminal's death on 
the cross of shame. After having done good to all 
throughout His whole life, He departed from life with 
a crown of thorns about His head. He was about 
three and thirty years old when He died, and to what 
a death did He submit ! Whatever human malice 
could invent that was painful to mind and body was 
united in it. And Jesus was no unfeeling Stoic, 
who could look down with proud disdain either upon 
suflfering or the human beings who inflicted it. He 
felt it all in His inmost soul. The greater His love, 
the more bitterly did he feel that His own people, 
whom He had come to redeem, should so basely reject 
Him. Nothing can be more touching than the simple 



His Sufferings. 311 

and unadorned accounts given by the evangelists of 
the last hours of Jesus. It is almost with indifference 
that they relate the particulars one after another, 
without a remark to betray their inward emotion. But 
their narrative is ou this account all the more touch- 
ing. It is not themselves but their subject which is 
speaking to us. And how does that subject address 
us ? It is np ordinary human life which we are here 
contemplating. What we see and hear in Gethsemane, 
and on the cross, compels us to feel that we are here 
in the presence of a deep mystery. It is an inward 
wrestling of His soul with God which we seem to 
perceive, they are transactions of the invisible world 
which gleam through the veil of visible events. We 
cannot but feel that a great and mysterious act is here 
taking place. We cannot but have a notion of an 
atoning sacrifice. 

In the midst, however, of the sufferings which 
overwhelm Him, He is ever equal to himself. The 
meek tranquillity with which he endures whatever 
wickedness chooses to inflict, and the forgiving love 
with which He encounters its malice, strike us more 
powerfully than even in His life. The former over- 
came His betrayer, the latter converted the thief j 
while throughout the whole scene there shone such a 
splendour of greatness and majesty, that even from 
the heathen centurion broke forth the confession, 
' Truly this was the Son of God ! ' Nor can we refuse 
to say. This is more than a sage, more than a martyr, 
more than a man. (25) The mystery of His death 



312 Lect X. — The Person of Jesus Christ 

and sufferings is disclosed to us by tbe mjsteiy of His 
person. 

His person is a mirdcle. We could not avoid 
such a confession, even if we were acquainted only 
with His ministry, and knew nothing of His origin 
That union of humility and majesty which sets so 
unique a stamp upon His whole demeanour, that 
silent power of love which makes His life a revelation 
of the heart of God, — all are but the manifestation of 
that holiness which is the moral characteristic of His 
person and nature. None can avoid being most 
forcibly impressed by the holy purity of His nature. 
If all else be denied, this at least must be admitted. 
The question of Jesus, ' Which of you convinceth me 
of sin V unanswerable in all previous times, remains 
so even in our own. 

But further, the portrait of the Lord Jesus is one 
of sublimest and purest harmony ^ both as regards His 
mental and moral nature. 

There is a disharmony in the inner life of every 
other man. Those two poles of mental life, knowledge 
and feeling, head and heart ; those two powers of the 
moral life, the reason and the will, — where shall we 
find them in unison ? In the case of Jesus, on the 
contrary, we are vividly impressed with the feeling 
that perfect harmony prevails in His inner life. 
There is absolute peace in His inmost being. As we 
could not bear to conceive in Him any single mental 
faculty preponderating, and others consequently retir- 
ing, but are constrained to think of His intellectual 
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parts and nature as perfectly proportioned, so is it 
also with his entire moral and spiritual life. It is a 
human life of perfect harmony. He is all love, all 
heart, all feeling; and yet again He is all mind, all 
mental enlightenment and sublimity. There is no 
schism between feeling and reason in His nature. 
There is, moreover, the greatest vitality of feeling and 
emotion, of thought and resolve, and yet this vitality 
of His inner nature never passes into passionate 
excitement ; all is quiet dignity, peaceful simplicity, 
sublime harmony. 

Such is the image which the gospel narrative pre- 
sents to us, and of which we are constrained to say — 
Such was He, such must He have been. And in such 
an image is reflected the moral harmony of His nature. 
It is because there was in Him nothing of that moral 
discord which pervades the inner world of all other 
men, that His mental and spiritual life were so har- 
monious, so peaceful. Jesus was in perfect harmony 
with Himself, because He was in perfect harmony 
with Ood. Such was His ever present consciousneaa. 
He knew Himself to be in absolute communion with 
the Father. In all of us, even in the most pious and 
most holy, the consciousness of communion with God 
is ever accompanied by that consciousness of sin, 
atoned for, indeed, and forgiven, yet still a conscious- 
ness of sin which forms its background and postulate. 
With Jesus it was otherwise. His was a pure and 
absolute consciousness of communion with God. Jesus 
lived in continual prayerful intercourse with His 
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Father, His whole life was a life of prayer, but He 
never prayed for forgiveness. He taught us to pray. 
Forgive us our trespasses ; but He never prayed thus 
himself. He alone of woman born needed not to do 
so. He knew nothing of this wall of partition be- 
tween Himself and His Father. His soul, His reason 
and will, were ever and completely in His ' Father's 
business.' How, then, was it possible that a man 
descended from sinful man should be thus exempt from 
the universal moral law of all other mortals ? He 
could not have been circumstanced as other men. His 
origin must have been other than that of all the sons of 
man beside. His nature must have surpassed the 
limits of the merely hunian. Thus much is surely 
required by the moral phenomenon He presents to us. 

Such is also the teaching of His miracles. 

The Gospels tell us much of His miracles. His 
life is full of marvellous deeds, entirely surpassing the 
utmost measure of that power and command which 
the human mind is wont to exercise over nature. We 
do not need a perfect acquaintance with all th« 
hidden forces and laws of nature, in their full extent, 
to be certain that they are indeed miracles which we 
here read of. No power of nature can change water 
into wine, or by a mere word give sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, cleansing to 
the leper, and even life to the dead. Yet Jesus per- 
formed these miracles as though they were natural to 
Uim. (26) They were not works effected by exertion, 
but deeds of free power. The attempt has been made 
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to withdraw them from His life, to get rid of them 
by artificial, or so-called natural explanations. But 
in vain ! We might as well try to expunge from the 
lives of Caesar or Alexander their military achieve- 
ments and battles. What would then be left ? His 
miracles form far too essential a part of His life and 
ministry to be removed therefrom. His history would 
then indeed be utterly incomprehensible. What was 
it but His miracles which attracted the people in 
such multitudes, that the envy of His adversaries was 
continually and increasingly excited, — which formed 
the subjects of so many disputations with His oppo- 
nents, who dared not utterly deny them, but knew 
no other expedient than to refer them to demoniacal 
agency ? To these deeds also did the apostles after- 
wards appeal as to acknowledged facts, of which many 
witnesses then existed (e.g., Acts x. 37.) And even 
after the days of the apostles, the apologist Quadratus 
(at the beginning of the second century) speaks of 
certain who were healed or raised frotn the dead by 
the Lord, as still alive when he was writing. (27) In 
short, it is undeniable that the miracles of Jesus 
Christ are historical facts. 

Yet we feel that, after all, it is with the Lord 
Jesus Himself and not with His miracles that we are 
concerned. He did not perform them for the sake 
of being a worker of miracles. It was His heart 
impelled. His pity urged Him to receive the 
wretched, and to aid them. But it was not merely 
temporal misery which he had in view. No one can 
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for a moment imagine that He intended to be a 
mere healer. His aim was far higher. The object 
of His actions was the salvation of the soul. It was 
weakness of faith which He desired to heal by His 
miracles. These were natural to Him. He was ever 
conscious of possessing miraculous powers ; the angels 
of God were ever at His service, ready as His min- 
isters to do His pleasure ; but He made His power 
subservient to His office, — His oflBce as the Saviour of 
men. His miracles were designed to glorify Him, but 
only that they might produce or increase that faith in 
Him which would save souls. And this salvation 
which He came to bring was typified in His miracles. 
They were pure deeds of meroy ; for He came not 
to destroy men's lives ; but to save them. They were 
not arbitrary acts, but had each a moral motive 
and moral conditions ; not acts of power merely, but 
of saving love. They were a commentary, not of 
words but of facts, upon His person and teaching; 
they were, so to speak, a hieroglyphic of His doctrine. 
But at the same time they show that He must 
Himself be a miracle, — must far surpass all ordinary 
human beings. 

His teaching accompanies His miracles. Miracles 
illustrate His teaching, and His teaching again inter- 
prets His acts. Not without it have His miracles 
a religious significance. His teaching is the chief 
matter even to us ; for the fact really is, not that we 
believe His teaching for the sake of His miracles, but 
that we believe in His miracles for the sake of His 
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teaching, and for His own sake. Because we feel 
certain about Himself and His teaching, we feel 
certain also of His miracles. If He were not what 
He is, and if His teaching did not approve itself to 
our hearts as it does. His miracles would not make 
upon us the impression they do. We should be 
constrained to regard them as historical facts ; we 
should be forced to confess that we could not explain 
them; we should be obliged to admit their genuine- 
ness, and to infer from them that Jesus was more 
than an ordinary man ; but they would be of no 
importance to our religious life ; they would furnish 
us with an historical problem, but afford no solution 
to the religious problem. That they do this, is 
entirely owing to their connection with His teaching 
and person. It is this which bestows upon them 
their higher authentication and religious importance. 
It is this which constrains us to say : His teaching 
presupposes such miracles, and such miracles presup- 
pose such teaching. Each presupposes, each corro- 
borates, and each explains the other. (28) 

Let us now turn to His teaching. 

Once, when the Sanhedrim commissioned its officers 
to seize Jesus, and bring Him before them, they 
returned with their mission unperformed, and with 
the confession, ' Never man spake like this man.' 
(John vii. 46), — a confession in which we cannot but 
unite, in which all ages cannot but unite. Eighteen 
centuries have passed since Jesus taught, and during 
their course the opinions of men have undergone 
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many clianges, but His word has preserved its old, 
yet ever fresh power over their minds. No learned 
intervention, no special preparation is needed to 
understand it, and to experience its effects. It is 
equally comprehensible by all, it exerts an equal 
power upon all, without distinction. It is only 
because we have become too accustomed to it, that it 
does not always exercise upon us its original influence 
nor produce equal effects ; but if we but unclose and 
surrender our hearts thereto, it then appears before 
our mind in all its victorious power, as though the 
words were proceeding directly from the mouth of 
the Lord Jesus Himself. 

» 

Wherein, then, does the 'peculiar power of Eu 
teachiTig consist ? The secret of its influence lies in 
no peculiar excellence of diction. Jesus was no poet, 
no orator, no philosopher. It is not the charm of 
poetry which attracts us, not the ingenious application 
which surprises us, not flights of eloquence w^hich 
carry us away, not bold speculation which evokes our 
astonishment ; it is none of these. No one could 
speak with more simplicity than Jesus speaks, — 
whether we consider the Sermon on the Mount, or 
His parables on the kingdom of God, or the so-called 
high-priestly prayer. No one could speak more simply 
than Jesus speaks. But this is the very reason of 
His influence, that He, utters the greatest and most 
subUme truths in the very plainest words, so that, as 
Pascal says, one might almost think He was himself 
unconscious what truths He was propounding, unless 
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He had expressed them with such clearness, certainty, 
and conviction, that we see how well He knew what 
He was saying, when He spoke of the greatest and 
sublimest matters in the plainest words. (29) We 
cannot fail to see, that the world of eternal truth is 
His home, and that His thoughts have constant 
intercourse therewith. He speaks of God and of His 
relation to Him, of the supermundane world of 
spirits, of the future world, and of the future 
life of man, of the kingdom of God upon earth, of 
its nature and history, of the highest moral truths, 
and of the supreme obligations of man, — in short, 
of all the greatest problems and deepest enigmas 
of life, — as simply and plainly, with such an 
absence of mental excitement, without expatiating 
upon His peculiar knowledge, and even without that 
dwelling upon details so usual with those who have 
anything new to impart, as though all were quite 
natural and self-evident. (30) We see that the sub- 
limest truths are His nature. He is not merely a 
teacher of truth, but is Himself its source. Truth is a 
part of His very being. He can say, I am the Truth. 
And the feeling with which we listen to His words 
is, that we are listening to the voice of truth itself. 
Hence the power which these have at aU times 
exercised over the niinds of men. 

But not merely is His teaching the outward mani- 
festation of the essential miraculousness of His person 
— He also makes His person the central point of all 
His teaching. He is Himself the matter of His 
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teaching. Did He speak of the kingdom of God ? it 
was Himself who established this kingdom, and faith 
in Him was the means of entrance into it ; while 
possession of this kingdom was in every case and for 
ever associated with His pei'son. Was He a teacher 
of the most exalted morality ? was His doctrine the 
purest and most exalted moral philosophy ? was it 
His great achievement to change religion and moraUty 
from merely external acts into an inward state of 
heart and mind ? — this state was a state of mind and 
disposition of heart towards Himself. To believe in 
Him, and by virtue of such faith to love God, this 
was His doctrine. It is of Himself that He is really 
speaking, even when He is not directly alluding to 
Himself. He makes Himself the central point of His 
every announcement. And most of His teaching does 
this not indirectly, but directly. He founds all upon 
His person. The cause He advocates, the salvation 
He brings, the demands He makes, the future He 
announces — all depend upon His person. ' It is I,' 
is the great text of all His teaching. ' If ye believe 
not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins ' (John 
viii. 24), is, in fact, a saying in which His whole 
doctrine may be summed up. And what a wondrous 
saying it is ! There could not be one more lofty, 
more self-conscious. Not one of the great instructors 
of mankind ever dared to say anything of this kind. 
Nor could we have tolerated such words from any 
other. Others have dwelt upon the cause they advo- 
cated, and the matter they communicated, and have 
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perhaps affirmed concerning it, that it was truth. 
But the importance of their persons arose in each 
case from the importance of their matter. Jesus, on 
the other hani, makes everything depend upon His 
person ; in fact, His person is His matter. He ever 
casts the weight of His person into the scale. When 
He would most emphatically assure or confirm. His 
words are, 'Verily, verily, I say unto you.' We are 
to believe His words, not because of the truth of 
their matter, but because of the dignity of His 
person. Because it is He that utters it, therefore 
it is true. The authority of the declaration rests 
upon the authority of the person : ' Verily, verily, I 
say unto you.' Never man spake like this man. 
God alone had thus spoken in the Old Testament 
Jesus speaks as if divine authority became Him. 
And yet He was the meekest of all men ; a circum- 
stance which gives all the greater force to the words, 
' It is I.' 

What then isHef 

He has sumq^ed up what He tells us of Himself 
in the two titles which He appropriated, and which 
have ever since been His current designations. He 
called Himself the Son of Man, and the Son of Ood. 
What, then, do these names import ? 

What does He imply when He calls Himself the 
Son of Man ? By this title He, on the one side, 
includes Himself amongst other men — He is one of 
our race ; while, on the other He thereby exalts Him- 
self above the whole race besides; as, in a truly 

X 
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exclusive sense, the Son of Mankind, its genuine 
oflFspring, the man, properly so-called, towards whom 
the whole history of the human race was tending, in 
whom it found its unity, and in whom, as the close 
of the old and the commencement of the new era, 
history finds its turning point. His title, Son of 
Man, implies that in Him the whole race is comprised, 
and that He is the object of its history. 

There is in the whole demeanour of Jesus Christ the 
characteristic of universality. This is an impression 
He makes upon every one. There is in the history 
of every nation a tendency to comprise itself in 
certain individuals of more than usually comprehen- 
sive mind and character. Every nation reverences 
such heroes of its history, who are in a higher sense 
than others the depositaries and organs of the national 
genius, and in whom the nation sees itself, as it were, 
incorporated. Still these have all been but approxi- 
mations to and attempts at a perfect representation. 
And this has been more especially the case when a 
comprehension of the entire nature and mind of the 
human race has been in question. Even such as have 
been most representative of the human mind, even the 
most nearly universal geniuses^ we can think of, — ^how 
far are they from being indeed representatives of 
mankind ! Jesus was such a representative man ; but 
He was the only one the world ever beheld. He is 
the true prototype of the human race. In Him were 
perfected and exhibited, not merely individual aspects 
of human nature, but human nature itself, in its primi- 
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tive truth and purity, free from the disturbances and 
perversions introduced by sin. In Him we find the 
realization of our true nature. It is in this character 
of primitiveness that Jesus Christ is the universal 
archetype. How various soever men may be with 
respect to their nationality and individuality, every 
one may equally look upon Jesus as his prototype. It 
is true that He was, as to outward circumstances, both 
individual and national — He was the Son of Mary, 
and a member of the commonwealth of Israel, His 
external life comprised but a limited circle of situa- 
tions, — and yet this definite and special form of His 
historical manifestation so thoroughly bears within it 
the character of universality, that He is the supreme, 
the all-embracing, the inexhaustible prototype of all 
men, in all ages and under all circumstances. In His 
presence all thought of national peculiarity, distance of 
time, variety of mental cultivation, vanishes. ' When 
we see Him followed by the Greek, though a founder 
of none of his sects ; revered by the Brahmin, 
though preached unto him by men of the fisherman's 
caste ; worshipped by the red man of Canada, though 
belonging to the hated pale race, — we cannot but 
consider Him as destined to break down all distinction 
of colour, and shape, and countenance, and habits, to 
form in Himself the type of unity to which are refer- 
able all the sons of Adam.' (8i) 

In Him mankind has found its oneness, and conse- 
quently the history of mankind its object He is, He 
that was to come. All history previous to His coming 
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was a prophecy of Him. The whole course of external 
events, and the progress of the human mind, were 
tending towards Him ; the result of both was to 
demand without being able to produce Him ; hence 
in Him both find their completion. The secret of His 
power, and the pledge of His success, are involved in 
the fact that He is the demand and object of the 
collective development of the whole hitman race. He 
is the fulfilment both of Israelitish prophecy and 
Gentile prediction ; for He is the manifestation of the 
Divine counsel for the salvation of men. But He is, 
moreover, the fulfilment of that prophecy which is 
uttered by our own hearts. He it is who is the secret 
object of our aspir^itions. This is the hidden tie 
which, unconsciously to ourselves, unites us all to 
Him, and involuntarily attracts us towards Him. It 
is He at whom we are aiming, unknown to ourselves. 
We are all so disposed towards Him, that without 
Him our souls are without rest ; because He is the 
truth of our being. Thus is He the object of us all 
And this is the cause of His universal position 
wiih respect to the world. He speaks of this in the 
most emphatic manner. He designates Himself the 
Lord of the world. He connects the fate of the 
whole world and of individuals with His person — 
makes it dependent on faith in Himself. His words 
surpass all human measure when He speaks of this. 
But He is Lord of the world, only to be its Redeemer. 
He came to seek and to save that which was lost. It 
is redemption from sin, the tnie relation to God, 



His Future, 325 

peace, salvation, that He would give to the world. He 
is the Lord, only to be the Redeemer, the Mediator, 
by whom the wall of partition, erected by sin between 
Ood and man, is to be abolished, and the atonement 
made which is to be the foundation of the new 
covenant. Thus is it that Jesus speaks of Himself, 
of His vocation, and significance. 

And thus does He likewise place himself in contrast 
to all mankind besides, raising Himself far above our 
level, and appearing in the presence of the whole race 
with Divine plenipotence and authority. Especially 
where He speaks of His future. And this He does 
in the strongest terms which can be imagined. It 
was just while He was being condemned as a criminal, 
and saw the shameful death of the cross before Him, 
that He repeated to His judges the saying which He 
had already uttered to His disciples, that He should 
be raised to the right hand of the Divine Majesty — 
would appear in Divine glory, surrounded by the 
angels of God, who stand at His service and fulfil His 
commands — would summon all nations before His 
judgment-seat, and judge them according to their 
conduct towards Himself. That He did thus express 
Himself, is an historical fact ; for it was made the 
ground of His condemnation, and afterwards formed 
the universal faith, the firmest hope, of the early 
Christians. But what an imparalleled saying is this! 
In the mouth of any other man it would have been 
madness. Even the insane arrogance of the Roman 
emperors, who required divine honours to be paid to 
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their statues, never reached so inconceivable an 
extreme. And in this case, such words are spoken 
by the very meekest of all men ; spoken with the 
greatest calmness, not in a moment of excitement^ 
which might perhaps render Him incapable of correctly 
calculating their effect, but repeatedly, for the instruc- 
tion of His disciples, for the warning of His enemies, 
in all tranquility and repose, and at a moment when 
He was indeed externally submitting to violence, but 
internally triumphing over his foes — ^was rising sup- 
erior to all the baseness and wickedness of men by 
the elevation of His moral nature, and celebrating 
His greatest moral triumph; — it is at such a moment 
that He designates Himself the divine Ruler and 
Judge of the world ! 

Such an assertion must be truth ; for in this case 
there is no medium between truth and madness. No 
rationalistic ideal of virtue can avail us here : to call 
Jesus the mere prototype and prefigurement of man- 
kind, will not suffice to justify such language: we are 
constrained to quit the limits of humanity, and to 
look for the root of His being, the home of His nature 
and life, in God Himself, to explain the possibility of 
such a saying, which would be but an unsolvable 
physchologic enigma if Jesus were nothing more than 
man. Such a saying would be an impossibility, if He 
were imder the game laws of finite existence as our- 
selves. He must be removed by His very nature from 
the region of merely finite existence, and must belong 
to that of the Divine and eternal life. The absolute 
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relation to the world, which He attributes to Himself, 
demands an absolute relation to Ood. The latter is 
the necessary postulate of the former, which can only 
be really understood from this point of view. Only 
because Jesus is to Ood what He is, can He be to 
us what He says. He is the Son of man, the Lord of 
the world, its judge, only because He is the Son of God. 
It is thus that He ever designates Himself. If He 
would speak of that which is highest, deepest, most 
mysterious and peculiar in His nature. He calls Him- 
self the Son of Ood. This is no notion or invention 
of later times ; it is the testimony of Jesus Himself. 
That it is His own statement, can be denied by none. 
The first Oospels contain it, as well as the fourth. 
Even though the fourth goes more deeply into this 
subject, and more opens up to us the secret and eter- 
nal foundations of the being and nature of Jesus than 
the others, though the three first exhibit more His 
relation to the world, while the fourth dwells more 
upon His relation to Ood, which forms the hidden 
background and postulate of His relation to the world > 
the former contain the statement itself, as well as the 
latter, and express it characteristically in the most 
unambiguous manner. ' All things are delivered unto 
me of my Father : and no man knoweth the Son but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal him/ are words found in St Matthew's Oospel 
(chap. xi. 27). He stands in a relation to the Father 
altogether unparalleled. As the nature of the Father 



328 Led. X. — The Person of Jesus Christ 

is hidden from the world, so also is that of the Son ; 
but as the Son is known to the Father, so is the 
Father to the Son. There is the most intimate 
understanding between the two, while both stand in 
the obscurity of Divine mystery with respect to the 
world, — ^a mystery undisclosed till Christ quitted His 
Divine concealment, and appeared in the world of men. 
He severs Himself from men, and includes Himself in 
the Godhead as one who is more really and more 
strictly a component part of Divinity than He is even 
of humanity, to which, nevertheless. He chiefly ap- 
pears to appertain. This subject then forms also the 
ever-recurring theme of the fourth Gospel. Jesus calk 
Himself the Son of God in an absolute sense, and not 
in the sense in which men may be called sons of God — 
by virtue, for instance, of creation, or of moral like- 
ness to Him. In the case of Jesus, this title denotes 
a relation of essence and nature. By it He makes a 
distinction between Himself and man, which is one, 
not of degree, but of kind. God is indeed our 
Father as well as His, but in an utterly diflferent 
sense. He bids us say : Our Father ; He never calls 
God so Himself; His relation to God is unique. His 
fellowship with God is absolute (John x. 33, 38) ; His 
presence the vision of Him, is actually that of the 
Father (chap. xiv. 9 ff and xvii.) ; He has divine life 
in Himself (v. 26), and will therefore be honoured 
even as the Father (v. 23); in short. He includes 
Himself in the Godhead, and thus appears before the 
world and the whole human race as One forming a 
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component part of Deity. But how could a human 
being stand so related to God that the strictest fellow- 
ship should exist between the two without any inter- 
posing limit, whether of sin or of creaturehood, 
unless He formed an essential, and therefore eternal 
part of the divine nature ? And thus these considera- 
tions force us of necessity to demand His eternal 
existence, — a fact which Jesus in the fourth Gospel 
so frequently affirms, when He says of Himself that 
He came forth from the Father, and is come into the 
world ; when He surpasses even what His Jewish 
opponents urged as an objection, by that remarkable 
saying, 'Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham 
was, I am ' (John viii. 58); and when He designates 
this His pre-temporal existence as one in which He 
participated in the Divine love and glory (xvii. 5, 24). 
Thus does He make Himself a sharer of the very 
nature and existence of God. In this highest sense 
does He call Himself the Son of God. 

That these gospel propositions contain a real his- 
torical tradition must, so far at least as their principal 
matter is concerned, be acknowledged by even the 
most would-be critical. Even Renan cannot help ad- 
mitting that Jesus did, though not till the later period 
of his life, call himself the Son of God in a superhuman 
sense, and make faith in this declaration the first 
commandment of His kingdom. He, indeed, regards 
this only as the fruit of a pernicious enthusiasm, and 
as a fanatical delusion on the part of Jesus, which He 
expiated, so to speak, by His death. Were this. 



330 Led. X — The Person of Jesus Christ, 

• 

indeed, the case, we should say that Jesus deserved 
death, that the Jewish authorities justly condemned 
Him as a blasphemer, and that He died for His own 
sin, not for ours. But. who that haa not yet lost every 
impression of the moral purity and sublimity of His 
character, and of the tranquil glory of His spirit, could 
possibly entertain such a {bought ? Who would ven- 
ture to degrade Jesus to such sad depths of moral and 
mental error ? Let us rather suffer ourselves to be 
raised by Him to those heights on which He stands, 
than first degrade Him to our level, and then associate 
Him with men of such deluded minds and perverted 
characters, as we regard either with compassion or 
contempt. No ; as far as we are concerned, the deci- 
sive question is. Did Jesus really call Himself the Son 
of God in this superhuman sense ? If so, such an 
assertion must be truth. We are told that when 
Napoleon, at St Helena, was one day conversing, 
as his custom was, about the great men of antiquity, 
and comparing himself with them, he suddenly turned 
to one of his suite with the inquiry. Can you tell me 
who Jesus CJhrist was ? And when the latter con- 
fessed that he had not yet taken time to consider, he 
continued : Well, then, I will tell you. And then he 
compared Christ with himself, aiid with the heroes 
of antiquity^ and showed how Jesus far surpassed them, 
concluding with the words, 'I think I understand 
somewhat of human nature ; and I tell you all these 
were men, and I am a man ; but not one is like Hin\: 
Jesus Christ was more than man.' (82) 
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And so He must be. If He is indeed, as He says, 
Lord of the world, He can only be so by being, as 
He teaches us, a component of the Godhead. The 
historical Christ and His teaching are facts. These 
facts can be, and are, authenticated ; but they will 
remain' an unsolvable enigma until we suffer them to 
receive the solution afforded them by His own testi- 
mony to His Divine Sonship. If He is the Son of 
God in this sense, then all is clear, and all else that 
we are told of Him necessary. But if this is not the 
case, then we are absolutely ignorant what to make 
of Him. And of what value is all the other know- 
ledge we may acquire, all our knowledge of the 
human mind and its history, of human nature and its 
destiny, if we are obliged to leave the greatest fact of 
human history — a fact asserting itself to be one 
which can solve every enigma, and render our whole 
life a blessing, utterly unexplained ? And even if we 
are willing, we are unable to leave it thus, it every- 
where encounters us. We must assume some position 
with respect to it. No other position, however, which 
is not an absolutely self-contradictory one, is possible, 
than to allow the validity of Christ's claim to be, 
according to His own testimony, the eternal Son of 
God, and Himself of Divine nature. 

Such is the involuntary impression made by His 
entire history. It was the confession of overwhelming 
emotion, when Thomas, overpowered by the appear- 
ance of the risen Saviour, exclaimed. My Lo^'d, and 
fny God ! But this confession of emotion becomes 
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also the confession of the conviction to which the 
exercise of our reason at last, of necessity conducts 
us. 

Jesus left two institutions. He did not appear on 
earth to appoint external ordinances of religious life. 
It was in the mind and heart, in the inmost soul, 
that He desired to lay the foundations of that edifice 
which was to endure when heaven and earth should 
pass away. Yet He did institute and bequeath to us 
two ordinances — those two transactions which form 
the external culminating point of Christian life and 
churchmanship — the two transactions which, to dis- 
tinguish them from all others, we call Sacraments : 
Baptism and the LorcCs Supper, Their institution 
by Christ Himself is beyond all question. Each is 
mysterious in its own nature, and each announces a 
mystery. In the words in which he instituted the 
rite of baptism, Jesus inserted His own name between 
those of the Father and the Holy Ghost ; thus insert- 
ing Himself within the boundaries of the Divine life 
and nature, and saying of Himself that He is the Son 
of God in the sense of being a participant in the 
Divine Essence. In the words in which He instituted 
the Holy Supper, saying of His body and blood that 
He gave them for the sin of the world. He declared 
the ultimate object of His appearance upon earth, in 
which the eternal counsel of God's love is manifested 
and fulfilled. Baptism teaches us Who it was that 
appeared on earth in the person of Jesus Christ ; the 
Lord's Supper teaches us for what purpose He appeared. 



Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 333 

The two mysteries of the Trinity and the A tonement 
are actually announced and taught to us in these two 
institutions of Christ. These are the two central 
truths of Christianity. But with them we enter 
into its inner sanctuary ; and it was only to the 
threshold of that holy of holies that I designed to 
lead you, by bringing before you the fundameTital 
truths of Christianity, and seeking to justify their 
truth and necessity. 

My task is ended. The road over which we have 
travelled together began with the contradictions of 
existence, the enigmas of human life, the problems of 
human nature. We saw that the enigma of existence 
demanded God, the personal Ood. But God is not a 
dead power, but living love ; and His love not suffer- 
ing Him to remain locked up in mystery. He revealed 
Himself to man. The object, however, of His reve- 
lation is Jesus Christ. In Him it was that God 
revealed Himself ; in Him the contradictions of our 
existence are reconciled. Let us, then, not shrink 
from confessing that we do bear contradictions within 
us. They are the thorns which will not suffer us to 
rest We can find no rest till we find Christ ; in 
Him contrasts are reconciled. It is He who reconciles 
the contrasts, God and man, holiness and sin, heaven 
and earth. He is the absolute reconciliation. If we 
could penetrate all space, we should find but the God 
of power ; if we could survey all time, we should see 
but the God of righteousness. We can know the God 
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of grace only in Christ Jesus. But the God of grace 
alone can reconcile the contrasts of creation and of 
our hearts. In Christ Jesus, Christians have in all 
ages found their peace and joy. The collective life 
of the whole Church is a confession of Christ. All 
her deeds, her whole worship, her preaching, her 
prayers, her sacred songs, her holy rites, are but a 
testimony to Him ; and all art, whether of language 
or pictorial representation, which she has from the 
first taken into her service, does but serve to glorify 
Him. And so long as gratitude shall yet be found 
on earth, so long will He be remembered, so long 
will His name dwell in the hearts and hover on the 
lips of men. They who would deprive mankind of 
Him, would tear out the comer-stone of' that noblest 
edifice, humanity. But it is not merely the memory 
of a departed benefactor which Christianity preserves ; 
it is a relation, a personal and vital relation to a living 
one. At His name all hearts beat, all knees bow. 
And in all time will the image of Jesus, as portrayed 
in the Gospels, exercise its mysterious power over the 
minds of men, and the spirit which proceedeth from 
Him become a bond, uniting them in faith and love 
to Himself, and thus a bond of love uniting the whole 
human race. So long as there are Christians in the 
world, and such there will be to the end of time, they 
will recognise ^ch other by the salutation, Blessed 
be Jesus Christ ! 

With these words I conclude. I have sought, to 
the best of my ability, to give an account of the firm 
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foundations of our common faith. I have endeavoured 
to show that we follow no cunningly devised fable, 
but the truth, justified as such to our reason, our 
conscience, our aflFections. 

It only remains to commend to God's blessing the 
words which I have been permitted to deliver in your 
hearing. 



I 
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NOTES TO LECTURE I. 

(1) Goethe's Works, edition in 40 vols., 1840, vol, iv. 
p. 264. 

(2) Fabri, Briefe gegen Materialismus, 1856. Motto. 

(3) St Paul, in his speech before the Areopagus at 
Athens (Acts xvii. 11-31), has given a sketch of the 
leading features of this christian view of the world, and 
entered more fully into the same subject in the first 
eleven chapters of his Epistle to the Somans. 

(4) Athenagoras, a divine of the ancient church, in 
his apologetic work addressed to the heathen, says 
(cap. xi): ** Which among those subtle dialecticians 
and philosophers has advanced his hearers to a degree 
of knowledge, equal even in theory to that ^attained 
in practice, by the most ordinary people among us ? " 

(5) Nagelsbach Nachhomer. Theologie, 1 857, p. 476, 
tsays of Platonic speculation : " This speculation 
however, never becomes religion. And this arises 
not merely because the masses are incapable of 
speculation, but because every religion is based upon 
facts, false religions upon supposed, the ti-ue religion 
upon actual facts, while speculation is devoid of facts." 

(6) CompareKvonEaumer's(?^5cAicAfod^Parfagro^A?, 
aecond edition, 1846, pp. 37-65, and Zeitschriftfwr Pro- 

Y 
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testantismus und Kirche, 1855, voL xxz., Die Human' 
isten und das Evar^elium ; also Hundeshagen's Der 
deutsche Protestantismus, 1847, p. 56, and Gieseler's 
Kirchengeschichte, ii 4, p. 408. — The saying of Picus of 
Mirandolais: Thilosophia qusrit, theologia invenit, re- 
ligio possidet veritatem.' — Poggius reproaches Philelbus 
with things 'quse etiam prostituti et meretricarii veientur 
verbis proferre. — Puerorum atque adolescentum amores 
nefandos sectaris.' Of his own faceticB he says to Valla: 
'What marvel is it that my jokes do not please an un- 
educated and boorish barb9,rian. On the other hand, they 
are praised and read by those who are far more learned 
than thou, and they have them constantly in their 
mouths and in their hands.' Burckhardt's exceedingly 
interesting work, Die KvUur der Renaissance in ItcUitn, 
Basel 1860, while highly appreciating this age in 
Italy, furnishes a series of corroborations of the judg- 
ment expressed in the text It is from this work that I 
have taken the opinion quoted from Macchiavelli (Dis- 
corsi i. c. 12), who also says elsewhere (c. 55) : Italy is 
more corrupt than any. other land ; France and Spain 
come next. I add a few more passages from Burck- 
hardt'fl work, p. 456. The infidelity of Italy during 
this age is notorious, and they who give themselves 
the trouble to prove it, will find it easy to collect 
sayings and examples by the hundred.' Speaking of 
Massuccio's novels, Burckhardt, p. 460, takes occasion 
to say of the monastic clergy: ' The manner in which 
they delude and impoverish the masses by false miracles, 
joined with their disgraceful conduct drives eveiy 
thoughtful spectator to utter despair.' Massuccio him- 
self says : ' The nuns belong exclusively to the monks, 
as soon as they have any intercourse with the laity, 
they are imprisoned and persecuted ; some, moreover, 
contract regular mairiage^ with moiiJcs, at which even 
masses are sung, contracts entered into/ &c. Then 
follows a series of truly horrible proofs. Burckhardt 
afterwardsdescribesthe prevalence of the most multiform 
superstition, ' and how the destruction of all belief in im- 
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mortality was intimately connected with these opinions, 
as well as with those of antiquity in general/ — P. 550. 
Compare also the manner in which Pasqual - Villari, 
the most recent biographer of Savonarola, (Vol. 1. 1868, 
translated by Mor. Berduschek) expresses himself con- 
cerning Lorenzo de Medici and his corrupting influence 
on morality, (p. 38) ' the immoral songs which he com- 
posed, and had sung publicly in the streets at Carnivals, 
his cruelties, shameless extravagance, the rapid and 
hellish corruption of his court, to effect which he devoted 
all the powera and capacities of his genius — all is 
excused because he was a promoter of the arts and 
sciences !' (p. 34) * But artists, authors, statesmen, nobles, 
people, all were morally corrupt, all private and public 
virtue, all moral feeling was absent.' 

(7) Schiller thus expresses himself concerning and 
against Kant in his treatise, Ueher Anmuth und Wilrde, 
which first appeared in Die neue Thalia, 1793 : * He 
became the Draco of his age, because it seemed to him 
as yet neither worthy nor capable of receiving a Solon. 
From the sanctuary of pure reason he brought forth the 
forgotten yet well-known moral law, placed it in all its 
holiness before the degenerate age, and little cared 
whether there were eyes unable to bear it. But in what 
had the children of the family offended that he should 
only care for the slaves i (Works, edit. 1847, vol. ii. p. 
354.) On this contrast between the moral priticiples of 
Kant and Schiller, compare my Lehre vomfreien Willen, 
1863, pp. 347, eta 

■ 

(8) Goethe, SprUche in Reimen, Werke, vol. iii. p. 3. 

(9) p. 22. Guizot, £' Eglise et la Soci^te Chritiennes 
en 1861, p. 13 : ' All the attacks which are in our days 
directed against Christianity, however different in their 
nature and intensity, have a common starting-point and 
a common aim, — ^the denial of the supernatural in the 
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destinies of man and of the world, the abolition of the 
supernatural element in the Christian and every other 
religion, as well in their history as in their doctrines.' 
— And it is thus that the opposing views are generally 
represented in France, comp. e.g,, Pressens^'s Jesus 
Christ. Son temps, etc, and also in Germany, compare 
Strauss, who, in the dedication of his Leben Jesu, p. ix., 
speaks of : * A view of the world which, with the renun- 
ciation of all supernatural sources of assistance, leaves 
man to himself and to the natural order of things.' 

(10) p. 23. I will here exhibit in juxtaposition some 
of the confessions of the advocates of the non-Christian 
view. Strauss, indeed, formerly 'boasted of the real 
Christianity of his view of the world (compare Zti>ei 
friedliche Blatter, 1839, pp. 30, etc. : * We consider 
our present view more Christian than the old Christian 
one itself) ; and his article on The Temporary and the 
Permanent in Christianity concludes with the words : 

* Let us have no fear that we shall lose Christ, if we 
find ourselves obliged to expose much which has 
hitherto been called Christianity ! — If then, Christ 
remains, and remains as the highest object we can 
possibly imagine with respect to religion, as the Being 
without whose presence in the mind perfect piety is 
impossible, surely there is left us in him that which is 
essential in Christianity* (p. 132). Subsequently, how- 
ever, he placed himself in far more decided opposition 
to historical Christianity. In his Lebens- und Charak- 
terbild Mdrklins, 1851, p. 125, he describes the natu- 
ralist Feuerbach as * the man who put the dot upon the 
i we had found,' and characterizes the breach with 
Christianity as the inevitable requirement of truthful- 
ness, e.g.y 124, 127, 130, eta The preface also to his 
Ulrich Hutten (1860) is full of bitterness, while the 
saying, p. 24, is not merely bitter, but blasphemous : 

* We that are outside (the Church) can declare that 
none of us ever thought, or will think, of denying 
to old Captain Schiller the fatherhood of his son in 
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favour of a higher heing ; nor of attributing to the 
medicines which he, as doctor to the regiment, pre- 
scribed, the power of raising the dead; nor of using the 
circumstance that even to the present day there is still 
a mystery connected with the poet's burial, to favour 
the supposition that he was raised to the heavenly 
regions in a living body. In his Leben Jesu, fur das 
dmtsche Volk, 1864, he describes the modern view of 
the world, advocated by himself, as that which leaves a 
man to himself (p. 9) ; and afterwards adds, p. 19, em- 
phasizing the words by italics, 'He who would rid the 
Church of popes, must first rid religion of miracles.' 
The poetic confession of Prutz {Deutsches Museum^ 
1862, p. 687), * Kreuz und Eosen,' of which the follow- 
ing translation may give some idea, accords with the 
expressions of this philosophico-theological representa- 
tive of the * modem view of the world : ' — 

Upon my grave place ye no cross 
Of stone, of iron, or of wood ; 
My soul has ever loathed that tree 
Of martyrdom, of pain, and blood. 
It ever pained me that a world. 
Filled by a God with light and joy. 
Should chose, as symbol of its faith, 
The rack on which a slave must die. 

• • • • # 

Let then no cross my headstone be ; 
But plant ye fragrant roses there : 
Of a new manhood's glorious faith. 
Be roses now the symbol fair. 

But the most uncompromising expression of these 
opinions — as far as relates to their application to politi- 
cal life — appears in J. B. v. Schweizer's Zeitgeist und 
Christentiium (Leipsic : Otto Wigand, 1861). The multi- 
form and practical activity of this author, who is at the 
head of a numerous party, together with his present 
undertakipg of editing the ^' Socialdemokraten " upon 
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the principles of Lassall, renders his work doubly im- 
portant ; and the reckless consistency with which the 
principles he advocates are applied makes it the actual 
programme of the movement Its fundamental idea is 
the irreconcilability of Christianity, as well as every 
positive religion, with the triumphant progress of the 
spirit of the age. The manner in which this idea is 
carried out — so far, that is, as the contents of his book 
touch upon our subject — is as follows : — How did this 
religion originate ? and how is it maintained ? Through 
a threefold need (p. 15) : a metaphysical one, which 
betakes itself to an admission of a supernatural cause 
for an explanation of the inexplicable ; a moral one, 
which demands an equalizing and retributive justice 
fot* the solution of the enigma of moral evil ; and a need 
of help, which, in the feeling of its impotence, would 
willingly lean upon a strength beyond its own. But> 
in this threefold respect, religion is the product of 
weakness — ^the weakness both of the reason and the 
will. Hence it is chiefly found among the weaker sex 
(pp. 313, etc.); for strength both of reason and will is 
wanting in womaii ; and all women, from the queen to 
the maid-servant, are given to superstition (p. 323). 
Keligious faith is as much a superstition as fortune- 
telling, etc. (pp. 316, etc.) Christianity is at present 
in a process of irresistible dissolution. Science and 
culture are ever more and more replacing Christianity 
and all revealed religion (pp. 76, 84). Moreover, the 
spirit of the age cannot be reconciled with Christianity. 
What is the principle of the spirit of the age ? Cosmo- 
politan democracy (p. 99). The antagonistic principle 
thereto is conservatism. Now, religion, Christianity, 
the Church, are eminently conservative powers. Hence 
Christianity and the spirit of the age confront each 
other, not as two opposite opinions or views, but as two 
opposing principles (p. 105). These antagonisms are 
irreconcilable ; no composition can avail * When our 
business is to seize the favourable opportunity of crush- 
ing the power by which the good cause is systematically 
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depressed, to make room for the incoiporation of the 
political principles of the age in its external regulations, 
every obstacle muJst be levelled with unsparing severity; 
and its champions must advance with an iron consist- 
ency, whether their way lies through the gay fields of 
spring, or over ruins and corpses.' When, then, the 
State is such as modem culture would have it, what is 
to replace Christianity therein ? A new religion is im- 
possibla The same development of culture which has 
oegun to extinguish Christianity, as being a revealed 
religion, makes all revealed religion impossible (p. 190). 
* The State of the future will do without religion * (p. 
196). Consequently penal statutes, and not religion, 
appear as the true and real palladium of public security 
and civil order (p. 225). Then will dawn an era of 
humanity and toleration (p. 226). And one special 
advantage will be, that there will then be no theology 
and no theologians, and that the intellectual powers 
thus placed at our disposal will then be applied in an 
economico-national and productive manner (p. 267). 
How much wealth, too, will be saved, when there are 
no more churches and clergymen, etc., to pay for! 
Whoever shall still desire to have a religion, will be 
obliged to have it at his own expense (p. 270). Such 
is the programme of the spirit of the age. Thus 
utterly antagonistic are the opposing principles, though 
their antagonism is not always so clearly perceived or 
expressed. 

NOTES TO LECTURE II 

(1) Strauss, Olauhenslehrey 1851. 

(2) Blaise Pascal, the acute mathematician, the able 
opponent of the Jesuits, and a brilliant author of the 
golden age of French literature, has left in his Pensfys 
fragmentary materials for an apology for Christianity, 
which he regarded as the work of his life. He 
declared that ten healthy years were needed for such 
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a work, while God granted him only fonr sickly 
ones. He died 1662, at the age of 39. Amidst the 
anguish of various acute disorders, which left him 
little rest either by night or day, he not only solved 
the most difficult mathematical problems (on the 
cycloid), which none other was able to solve, but also 
left behind him the materials which he had collected 
for this great work. His death entailed upon posterity 
the duty of taking up and continuing the work com- 
menced by him. On Pascal, Compare Tholuck, 
Vermischte Schrifteriy 1839, Part i., pp. 244^ etc; 
Reuchlin, Pascals Leben vnd der Oeist seiner Schriften, 
1840; Neander, Wissenschaftl Abhandlungen, published 
by Jacobi, 1851 ; Weingarten, Pascal ah Apohget des 
Chrisienthunis, 1863 — Modern editions of his Pensies, 
Pai'is, Didot, 1861 ; with the Pens^es of Nicole; and 
that of Prospere Faughre, 2 vols, Paris 1844. I quote 
from Faug^re's edition, but insert also the pages of 
Didot's in brackets. Tlie passage cited is from vol. 
ii 84 (49). Compare generally the whole section, 
Orandeur et misire de Ihortime, ii. 79, etc. (44, etc.), 
from which most of the following quotations from the 
Pensies are taken 

(3) Goethe, Oesprdche ndt Eckermann, ii., 132, 
Heyder, (Ueber das Verhdltniss Goethe's zu Spinoza. 
Zischr, filr die luth, Theol u Kirche 1366, iL, p. 266) 
says : " Goethe was all his life persuaded that all search 
after an ultimate cause will at last arrive at an insoluble 
problem/' The Greek father Gregory of Nazianzen 
touchingly expresses his conviction that man is an 
enigma to himself {Carm. de Hum, Nat. 1, 3, 14). * 1 
was sitting yesterday under the shade of a hedge. My 
soul was inwardly consumed, I was plunged in grief. 
The questions : What have I been ? What am I now ? 
What will become of me ? agitated me. I do not know. 
Even a wiser than I am does not know. I wander 
about surrounded with obscurity. What I was has 
vanished from me. What shall I be to-morrow if I still 
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exist?' Compare also Eousseau, ^mtte, i. iv. voL ii. 
((Euvres, Paris, 1820, vol. ix.) p. 17 : * Nous n'avons 
point la m^sure, de cette machine immense, nous n'en 
pouvons calculer les rapports ; nous n'en connaissons 
ui les premieres lois, ni la cause finale, nous nous 
ignorons nous-m^mes ; nous ne connaissons ni notre 
nature, ni notre principe actif/ 

(4) Naville, La vie etemeUe, 
(6) Goethe. Faust: 

So taumr ich von Begierde zum Genuss, 

Und im Genuss verschmacht ich nach Begierde. 

Compare also Dalton, Nathanael Vorirdge iiber das 
Christenthumj 2d Edit., Petersburg, 1864, p. 34. Byron 
calculated that he had passed in his whole life eleven 
happy days. And Nelson envied him alone, * whose 
undisturbable possession lies six feet below the eartL* 
Ziethe,Die Wahrheit und Herrlichkeit des Christenthums, 
Seven Lectures, Berlin, 1863, p. 43. 

(6) Pascal, Pensees, ii. 90 (149), ii. 147 (178). 

(7) Pascal, Pens^es iL 118 (191) : pour cela instead 
of pour Vitemite, 

(8) Pascal, Pensees, ii 88 (149); compare also p. 104, 
(80) : * Nous avons une id^e de bonheur et ne pouvons 
y arriver ; nous sentons une image de la verity et ne 
possedons que le mensonge: incapables d'ignorer 
absolument et de savoir certainement, tant il est mani- 
festo que nous avons kti dans un degr^ de perfection 
dont nous sommes malheureusement d^chus ! ' 

(9) Pasc. Pens, ii 82 (48). 

(10) It is the feeling of this contradiction which 
begets aspiration, as Schiller expresses it in his poems. 
' Sehnsucht,' and * Der Pilgrim : ' — 
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* Ah ! the pathway is not given ; 
Ah ! the goal I cannot near : 
Earth will never meet the Heaven, 
Never can the There be Here ! ' * 

And to name another poet : it can certainly be from 
no leaning to orthodoxy, that, as Goethe says of Byron's 
CaiTiy * a kind of anticipation of the coming Redeemer 
runs through the whole piece/ Compare note 14. 

(11) Pascal, Pensies, i. 104 (180), on the contradic- 
tions of the human will. Compare also Boussean, 
Emiley i iv., p. 41 : L'homme n'est point un ; je venx 
et je ne veux pas, je me sens ii la fois esclave et libre ; 
je vois le bein je Taime, et je fais le mal ; je suis 
actif quand j ecoute la raison, passif quand mes passions 
m entrainent ; et mon pire tourment quand je succombe 
est de sentir que j'ai pu r^sister. 

(12) Compare Herder's History of Hebrew poetry in 
his collected works on Religion and Theolc^, voL i, p. 
160. Also his Adtesten Urkwnde, &a, voL vii., p. 83., &a 

(13) Homer's Iliad, xvii. 446. 

(14) A copious collection of similar expressions is 
found in Thudicum's translation of the tragedies of 
Sophocles, 1827, Pt. i. pp. 311, etc. Notes to CEdipus 
in Colonos ; X quote from the work : ' A tone of gentle 
lamentation resounds throughout antiquity ; an incon- 
solable lamentation among the older poets, who looked 
forward to no better future. " Generations of men fall 
like leaves (Iliad, vi. 1 46, xxi. 464) ; no creature is 
more miserable than they (xvii. 446) ; they are like a 
thing of nought {(Ed. sex, 1166) ; a shadowy drelun 
(Pindar, p. 136) ; like a dream (uEschylus, Prom, 549) ; 
a very vapour's shade (Soph. PhU, 933, Antig, 1152) ; 
but phantoms (Aj, 126) ; passing away." Pliny, who is 
generally so concise and terse, becomes eloquent when 

* Bxtlwxb'b Traaulation. 
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describing the miseries of mankind/ {Hist. Ifat, yiL 
init). The epigram of iEsop {Anth. gr, x. 123) is 
especially striking : 

*How can we escape thee, life, without death f 
Thy torments are innumerable, and it is hard both to 
bear and to escape thea Nature has adorned thee with 
beauty : the expanse of ocean, the earth, the stars, the 
bright orbs of the sun and moon ; all else is pain and 
fear ; and he who attains aught good is soon seized in 
retribution by Nemesis/ 

Plutarch gives a fine fragment (De Consol. i p. 276) : 

Come, O death, thou true physician for all our ills ; 
Thou haven, that shelterest man from the storm 
of want. 

According to Pliny (vii. init), ' many have thought it 
the best lot never to be bom, or to have died very 
speedily/ Alexis {Athen. iii. 124, G) cites as a saying 
of many wise men, ' It is best never to have been born, 
or, if born, quickly to reach the goal' Even before 
Theognis, Bacchylides sang (Fr. iii.) : * It would have 
been better for us not to have been born, and never to 
have seen the light of the sun.' And Theognis himself 
(543, ed. Welcker) : * It would have been better for an 
earthly being never to have been born, and never to 
see the piercing ray of the sun ; and for one who is 
bom soon to pass through the gates of Hades, and to 
lie deep under the earth.' 

To these may be added the words of Sophocles ((Ed. 
Col. 1225) : * Happiest never to have been born ! yet it 
is certainly the next best thing for the living to return 
quickly to the place whence he cam&' 

The sayings of Pliny, above quoted, are taken from his 
Natural History. Similar instances are found in Stirm 
(Apologie des Christenthums, p. x. p. 200, etc.) ; Dalton 
iNatltanwly pp. 49, ete.) ; and Hettinger {Apologie des 
Christenthums, i. 1863, pp. 52 and 512, ete.). Pliny's 
lament over the contradictions of human existence 
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has been repeatedly quoted, comp. e.g.^ Naville (p. 88). 
Hettinger also refers to a poem of Lenau's, which may 
be appropriately inserted here ; it was written in his 
later years, just before his madness, and is published 
among his poetic remains by Anast Griin (Stuttg. 
1851), p. 198:— 

It may be translated thus : — 

Vain emptiness where'er mj glances stray. 
Life's but a tedious journey towards no shore ; 
A fruitless chase from this to that, nought more ; 
We lose our little strength upon the way. 

If we might run our whole long race on earth. 
And at the end possess the same strong heart. 
As when in ardent youth we made our start. 
The sport might even furnish cause for mirth. 

But man borne onwards is, from hour to hour. 
Like a frail pitcher, broken at the well ; 
Its water oozing out — while still a power 
Supported it, still drop by drop it fell. 
Empty at last — what is there left to drink ? 
Among its fellow potsherds let it sink. 

To which I append the conclusion of a sonnet by 
Michael Angelo, given by Winckelmann in his JSTun^ 
gesch, Pt. ii. note 149 : 

Tu desti al tempo Tanima, ch'fe diva, 
E in questa spoglia si fragile, e stanca 
La incarcerasti, e desti al suo destino. 
To la nutri, e sostienti, e tu I'avviva : 
Ogni ben senza te signor le manca : 
La sua salute ^ sol poter divino. 

{LiteraUy Translated.) 

Thou gavest to time, the soul which is divine ; didst 
imprison it in this weary and fragile garment, and 
deliver it to its fate. .^ Thou dost nourish, sustain, and 
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revive it : without Thee, Lord, it wants every good ; 
divine power is its only safety. Compare Thudichum, 
p. 313. 

Lasanlx— Ueber die Linosklage, Wurzb. 1842 — 
begins with the words : * It has often been remarked, 
that in the majority of genuine popular songs there is 
a prevalence of the melancholy, the plaintive, the 
aspiring. To long is an innate feeling in man in- 
separable from his inmost nature. Since the fall his 
longing has been mingled with a feeling of sadness 
for his loss of innocence ; and these two fundamental 
feelings of the human heart, longing and sadness, have 
ever pervaded all genuine popular poetry* (p. 9). 
* So universal a lament over the loss and ruin of the 
original beauty of life, must date from a time ante- 
cedent to that of the history of individual nations ; it 
must be the echo of a feeling which has possessed not 
this or that nation, but the whole human race. This 
note of sadness is the key-note of the earliest history, 
and runs in various forms through the oldest national 
traditions.' Compare also on this subject note 8, Lec- 
ture viL 

(15) Pasc. Pens. ii. 9 (164). 

(Ip) Pasc. Pens, ii. 6 (151, etc). 

(17) Malebranche in Nicolas (Philos. Studien iiJber 
das Christenthum,, 4th edit. i. Ill), and Leibnitz in 
Naville, p. 172. 

(18) Quoted from Naville, p. 31. 

(19) Spruche in Prosa, WW. vol. iii. p. 325, and p. 
181 : * It is much easier to recognise error than to 
discover truth : the former lies on the surface, the latter 
is buried in the depths, and it is not every one who is 
capable of searching for it. 

(20) Nicolas, i. 20. 
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(21) Pasc. Pens. ii. 172 (291, 265). J. G. Fichte, 
Bekimmung des Menschen, WW. ii. pp. 293, 294 Fichte, 
in this work, often returns to this thought, e.ff,, p. 254 : 
* If, then, the will be stedfastly and sincerely fixed upon 
what is good, the understanding will of itself discover 
what is true,* p. 265. * Truth is descended from con- 
science.* P. 856 : Our opinions are founded upon our 
impulses ; and as are the inclinations of an individual, 
so are his convictions' Compare also Groethe. Spr&che 
in Prosa. p. 238 : * Everything depends upon the in- 
clinations: where these are, there the opinions come 
forth ; and as they are, so are the opinions.' Comp. 
also Ziethe, p. 122, where the opinion of Matthias 
Claudius is compared with the saying quoted from 
Fichte, * Men do not will according to their reason, bat 
reason according to their wilL' 

NOTES TO LECTURE III. 

(1) lichtenberg's Miscellaneous Writings, collected 
from his literary remains after his death, vol. i. p. 166. 
Often quoted, e.g., Ziethe, p. 78. Dalton, p. 51. With 
the preceding compare Pascal on the necessity of the 
knowledge of God, xi. 20 : * II est sans doute qu'il n*y 
a point de bien sans la connaissance de Dieu: qu'4 
mesure qu'on en approche on est heureux et que le 
dernier bonheur est de le connaitre avec certitude ; qu'i 
mesure qu'on s'en ^loigne on est malheureux, et que le 
dernier malheur serait la certitude du contraire.' 

(2) Lichtenberg, i. 47; Epiktet. Dissert L c. 16; 
Opp, ed Schweighaevser, i. p. 91. 

(3) Cicero, Le legihus, L 8 (24) : * Ex tot generibus 
nullum est animal prseter hominem quod habeat notitiam 
aliquam dei, ipsisque in lu)minibus nulla gens est, 
neque tam immansueta, neque, tam fera, quae non, 
etiam si ignoret qualem habere deum deceat, tamen 
habendum sciat' (Compare Kahnis Dogmatik, L 1861, 
p. 132). Artemidorus, 'Ow/^oxf»/r/xSv, L c 8 : * There is 
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no people without a god, none without a supreme 
governor ; but some honour the gods in one manner, 
some in another.' Compare on this subject, Fabricii 
hibliographia antiquaria, ed. 3, 1760, pp. 303 sqq., 
where a larger collection of the opinions of ancient 
writers, proving the universality of a belief in God, is 
adduced : Luken, Die Traditionerv des Menschengesch- 
UcktSy Munster, 1856, pp. 15, etc. This Vork, the fruit 
of fifteen years of industry, seems less known and 
appreciated than it deserves. Comp. also Nicolas i, 
154, &c., and Hettinger, p. 107. 

(4) Cicero, De riatura Deorum, i. 17: *Intelligi 
necesse est esse deos, quoniam insitas eorum Vil potius 
innatas cognitiones habemus. De quo autem omnium 
natura oonsentit, id verum esse necesse est. 

Fechner in his work : Die drei Motive und Orilnde 
des Olaribetts, Leipzic, 1863, pp. 62-70, has some excel- 
lent discussions on the force of the evidence furnished 
by the universality of faith, showing that the longer 
unauthorized faith, 'i,e.y error, lasts, the more does it 
develop its antagonism to the nature of things, and the 
more does it display its pernicious consequences, thus 
gradually annulling itself; while fresh support and 
confirmation is continually accruing to faith from its 
agreement with the nature of things, and the beneficial 
results which serve to corroborate its truth. 

■ 

(5) Especially Tertullian in his work De Testimonio 
animce, c. 1 1, 5 f., and ApoUget^ c. 17. 

(6) Thus, too, does Socrates argue in his dialogue 
with Aristodemus (Xenoph. Memor. i., 4, 9) : As little 
canst thou see thy own soul, by which thy body is 
governed. Compare also. Marcus AntoniuSy zii. 28 : 
' To him who asks thee where thou hast seen Gods, or 
how their existence was disclosed to thee, that thou 
shouldest honour them so highly, answer : In the first 
place, they are evident even to the sight (namely, by 
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their effects) ; in the next, I have never seen my own 
soul, and yet I respect it.' Compare Jacobi, Von den 
gottlichen Dingen und ihrer Offenharung^ 2d editioD, 
1822, p. 11. Also Nicholas i. 202. 

(7) Pasc Pens. i. 155, 156 (30, 31) ; lichtenberg, iL 
88 ; Jacobi, p. 9. 

(8) Matthias Claudius, Werke, 7th edition, 1844^ 
vol. i. p. 10. I may perhaps be allowed to cite a few 
more excellent testimonies. The heathen Kleanthes 
(about B.C. 260) praises Zeus in the words : — 

Supreme immortal God, many-named eternal Gover- 
nor, Disposer of nature. Thou that guidest all according 
to laws — Hail to thee ! It is granted to every man to 
speak with thee : for we are of thy race : a key-note 
was given to each being who lives and moves on earth 
for a voice. With it will I praise thee, and ever exalt 
thy authority. (Knapp Chi^ioterpe, 1844, p. 80). 
And the church father Gregory of Nazianzen, says 
in one of his hymns, "To the Ineffable." 'All 
proclaim thee only, both that which speaks and that 
which lacks speech. All honour thee only, both that 
which thinks and that which is without thought. For 
before thee the wishes and the griefs of all are common. 
All pray to thee, and all, recognizing the signs that 
annoimce thee, raise to thee the silent hymn. All 
attain their rest in thee, to thee do all tend.' 

(9) Jacobi, p. 7 and 189. Pasc. Pens, ii 113, &c. 
(243) : Dieu est un dieu each/. 

(10) Pasc. Pens, i 9, 8, 68; ii 113, 114, 118, and 

elsewhere (242-246). 

(11) Aristoteles de Mundo, c. 6. Cicero Ti^sctd, L c. 
28. De divinitat, ii. c. 76. Comp. Kahnis, p. 157-161, 
where details of the history of this evidence are givea 

(12) Cuizot, Ueglise et la SodM Chritiennes, p. 14 
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Compare also Napoleon, Memorial de Sainte-Helkne 
par Las Casas, vol. iv. p. 160. ' Tout proclame Tex- 
istence d*un dieu, c'est indubitable.' P. 162. *Dire 
d'oA je viens, ce que je suis, oi je vais, est au dessus de 
mes iddes, et pourtant tout cela est. Je suis la montie 
qui existe et ne se connait pas.' VoL v. p. 324 

(13) Compare the detailed treatment of this evidence 
in Kahnis's above named work, pp. 161-168. Among 
the utterances of the ancients, Cicero de natura deorum, 
ii 37, must be especially noticed, where Cicero is con- 
tending against the possibility of the world being the 
work of chance ; for if this beautiful world, with all its 
rich variety of form, originated in an accidental combi- 
nation of bodies, without any divine intelligence, why 
should not an accidental mixture of the letters of the 
alphabet produce verse, or artistic buildings arise by a 
fortuitous concurrence of atoms? Even Kant, who 
denied the validity of all these proofs, confessed, " This 
proof is the oldest, the clearest, and the best adapted to 
the general understanding. It gives animation to the 
study of nature, because it owes its existence to thought, 
and ever derives fresh force from it. It brings out reality 
and purpose where our observation would not of itself 
have discovered them, and extends our knowledge 
of nature, by exhibiting tmces of a special unity, 
whose principle is beyond nature. This* knowledge, 
moreover, directs us to its cause — ^namely, the inducing 
idea, and increases our faith in a supreme originator 
to an almost irresistible conviction." Comp. Kahnis' 
above-named work, pp. 164, &c. 

(14) Thiers in his Histoire du Gonmlat et de V Empire, 
torn. iii. p. 220, cites the following words of General 
Bonaparte to Monge, the scholar, in whose company 
he frequently was : " listen, my religion is very simpla 
I look at this universe, so great and v^st, composed of 
so many parts, and so magnificent, and I say to myself 

z 
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that it cannot be the production of chance, but must 
be the work of some unknown Being, who is almighty, 
and who excels men in the same degree as the universe 
does our finest works of art. Look you, Monge, call in 
the assistance of your friends, the mathematicians and 
philosophers, and see if they can find more cogent and 
convincing reasons. Whatever you may set up to 
oppose them, you will not weaken them." Nicolas L 
75. 

(15) Compare Perty, Anthropologische Vortrdge, 
1863, p. 39 : ** Many have spoken of ideas which change 
in the course of time, and with them the organisms 
which are their realization: — ^but ideas presuppose such 
a producing principle. Some who accept no creative 
principle make the kosmos itself reasonable; reasonable 
and alive, and yet unconscious! Eousseau, Emile, i. 
iv. vol ii. pp. 36, etc.; * II ne depend pas de moi de 
croire que la matifere passive efc morte a pu produire des 
fitres vivans et sentans, qu* une fatality aveugle a pu 
produire des Stres intelligents, que ce qui ne pense 
'point a pu produire des etres qui pensent. Je crois 

done que le monde est gouvem^ par une volonte puis- 
sante et sage ; je le vois, ou plutot je le sens et cela 
m iraporte k savoir.' 

(16) Maistre, Abendst, v. St Petersburg, i 116, in 
Hettinger, p. 127, notes. 

(17) Johann v MiLller in the midst of his great his- 
torical studies, wrote in 1782 from Cassel to his friend 
Karl Bonnet, from whom diversity of religious opinions 
had hitherto separated him. " You love me, my dear 
and honoured friend, but will you not love me still 
more, if I become more like you, if you learn that 
henceforth nothing will any longer separate us. Since 
I have been at Cassel, I have been reading the ancient 
authors in their chronological order, and making extracts 
&om them when any remarkable facts struck me. I do 
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not know why, two months ago, I took it into my head, 
to read the New Testament, before my studies had 
advanced to the age in which it was written. How 
shall I describe to you what I found therein ! I had 
not read it for many years, and was prejudiced against 
it before I took it in hand. The light which struck 
Paul with blindness on his way to Damascus was not 
more strange — more surprising to him, than it was to 
me, when I suddenly discovered the fulfilment of all 
hopes, the highest perfection of philosophy, the explan- 
ation of all revolutions, the key to all the seeming con- 
tradictions of the physical and moral world. I beheld 
that which was most wonderful effected by the most 
insignificant means. I perceived the reference of all 
the revolutions of Europe and Asia to that miserable 
nation in wliich the promises were deposited, just as 
important papers are entrusted to one who can neither 
read nor adulterate them. I saw the religion appear at 
the moment most favourable for its appearance, and in 
the manner most adapted to procure its acceptance . . . 
The whole world seemed to be ordered for the sole 
purpose of furthering the religion of the Eedeemer; 
and if this religion is not divine, I understand nothing 
at all. I have read no book on this subject, but hitherto 
in all my study of the ancient times, I have always felt 
the want of something, and it was not till I knew our 
Lord that all was clear to me ; with Him there is 
nothing which I am not able to solve." Works, 15, 
315, etc. Also in Naville, p. 156 etc. Augustine calls 
history a poem of the Divine intelligence (De Civ. xi. 
10 : 'deus ordinem seculorum tanquam pulcherrimum 
carmen honestavit.') 

(18) Compare further remarks on this subject in 
Kahnis's already named work, pp. 153, etc. Comp. also 
Nicolas, L pp. 81, etc. 

(19) Cicero, De leg. iL 4, and the fine fragment from 
Cicero, de Republ. i 3, in Lactantius, Div. instil, vi. 8. 
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The literatiure of this evidence, e.g., in Hahn, Ldirbuck 
des chrisd. L 228. 

(20) So e.g., frequently Strauss, Glavbendehre, L 393 ; 
Leben Mdrklins, p. 155, and elsewhere. 

(21) Pasc. Pens. iL 314, 315 (219, 245). 

(22) For further information on this matter, I refer 
especially to the excellent work of Weissenbom, Vor- 
Usungen iiher Paniheismtis und Theismus, Marburg; 
1859. In his treatise on the relation of Goethe to 
Spinoza {Zeitschr. fur luth, Theol. 1866, 2), Heyder 
calls attention to the fact, that Pantheism is devided 
into two main forms, the occidental and the orientaL 
The fonner merges the world in God, the latter merges 
God in the world. In that, God is rest, in this. He is 
motion ; there God is being, here He is development, 
process. Hence the former is neither just nor powerful 
in its conception of the actual world, while the latter 
does not really attain to the Absolute, for that knows 
no development, this no existence in the process of the 
finite, God is ever being developed without ever really 
existing. 

(23) Jacobi, Ueber die Lehre des Spinoza in Briefen 
an Herm Moses Mendelssohn, Breslau, 1785 ; and 
Mendelssohn, Moses Mervdelssohn an die Freiinde Les- 
sing's (a supplement to Jacobi*s correspondence on the 
doctrines of Spinoza), Berlin, 1786. Enger asserts that 
the publication of these letters was the immediate cause 
of Mendelssohn's death ; so much did he take it to hearty 
that his friend Lessing should have withheld from him 
such a secret as his pantheistic opinions, while he 
revealed it to Jacobi in the conversation which took 
place at WolfenbutteL 'Yet M. M. would perhaps 
have died even if the letters had not been published/ 
says Claudius. Compare generally Matth. Claudius, 
V. 102-120. 
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(24) Spinoza has found a poetical interpreter in 
Auerbach, e.g,y in his last novel Auf die Hohe, Schel- 
ling gives a poetical representation of his pantheistic 
speculations in an interesting poem (of the year 1800), 
of which we here append the literal translation of a 
few lines (Saramtl. Werke, Div. 1, vol. iv. p. 
546) :— 

** The force which causes metals to flow and trees to 
burst forth in spring, tries on all- sides to get out towards 
the light. It cares not for trouble, and now soars 
upwards, lengthening its members and organs, then 
again shortening and narrowing them, and hopes by 
turning and winding to find the right form 'and shape. 
And thus, struggling hand and foot against the opposing 
element, it soon learns to find space in which it first 
comes to its senses. And now the giant spirit finds 
himself enclosed in a dwarf of beautiful form and 
similar offspring (called in language a man.) Wakened 
from his iron sleep and long dream, he scarcely 
knows himself, and is much astonished. He salutes 
and surveys himself with wondering-eyes, and would 
fain be again dissolved with all his senses into vast 
nature. But when once he has burst forth from it, 
he cannot flow back into it again. So he remains 
during life narrow and small, alone in his own great 
world. Sometimes, indeed, in terrified dreams he fears 
lest the giant should take courage and arise, and, like 
the old god Saturn, devour his own offspring in his 
anger. He knows not that it is but himself ; he quite 
forgets his origin, and torments himself with phantoms, 
when he might say to himself, * I am the god whom the 
world cherishes in its bosom, the spirit which moves in 
all things. From the first effort of occult forces to the 
diffusion of the first living sap in which force wells 
forth (verqailU) into force, and matter into matter, and 
the first flower, the. first bud swells, to the first ray of 
new-born light, breaking through the darkness like a 
second creation, and enlightening the heavens day and 
night from the world's thousand eyes, there is but one 
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force, one alternating agency, one weaving, one impulse, 
one tendency towards ever higher life." 

(25) Compare Friedr. SchlegeL Ufker die Sprache 
unci Weisheit der Indier, 1808, pp. 127, 97, 98, 114 ; 
Jacobi, Von den gottlichen Dingen^ p. 154; Naville, 
Der Himml, Vater p. 217, 'The deification of the 
human race is the justification of all its acts, and 
involves, as its immediate consequence, the annhilation 
of all morality.' 

(26) Compare the poetic confession of the hopeless- 
ness of Pantheism in Elickert's beautiful poem, die 
sterbende Blume. Pantheism calls the demand for 
continuous personal existence the assuming selfishness 
of the individual ; e.g., Strauss, Leben MdrklinSy p. 156 

(27) Compare what Stahl says on this subject in his 
Fundamenten einer christlicfien Philosophie, p. 24. 

(28) Compare the above work of Stahl, pp. 14, etc., 
on the impossibility of the unconscious originating the 
conscious. Compare also, e,g.j Rousseau, Emile, iv. vol. 
ii. p. 36 : line depend pas de moi de croire — que ce 
qui ne pense point a pu produire des Stres qui penseut. 

(29) Pascal Pens^es, ii. 198 (287). ii. 171 (292). 
Nicolas 1, 147, cites the following passage [from Lelia, 
by George Sand, who was well able to say, from her 
own experience, whether human affection can yield us 
the satisfaction we desire. * It is Heaven that we 
want and have not. Hence we seek it in a creature 
like ourselves, upon which we lavish all those high 
capacities which were bestowed on us for a nobler 
purpose. We refuse God our adoration, a feeling which 
was only implanted in us for the purpose of leading us 
back to Him, and we transfer it to a weak and imper- 
fect being, which thus becomes the object of our 
idolatry.' &c. 

(30) Ludwig Feuerbach has written a poem of 
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eighteen pages long upon death {Reimverse auf den 
Tod), 1830, iii. 19-108, a literal translation of some 
lines is appended. 

' I depart from this life to surrender myself to nothing- 
ness. The old fable indeed teaches that I should come 
among the angelic host ; but this is only a delusion of 
theologians, who have ever deceived us. My trouble- 
some self will rot in its coffin ; identity will be at an 
end, for death is not a mere joke. . . . Therefore, 
beloved ego, adieu, adieu for ever. Alas, alas ! weep 
not, dear soul, though the ego is shattered to pieces. 
... 1 go down into nothingness, to become the fuel of 
fresh life. . . . For you, beloved posterity, who will take 
our places, and draw the breath of life from our cold 
graves. ... I must come to utter nothingness if a new 
ego is to arise from me/ etc. 

These verses are preceded by a series of articles on 
death, in which death is glorified, as e.g., p. 20 : * Tem- 
poral sensuous death presupposes a non-temporal super- 
sensuous death. This eternal supersensuous death is — 
God.' 

NOTES TO LECTURE IV. 

(1) Compare K. V. Eaumer Kreuzzilge 1, 1840, p. 
110 : Kurz, Bibel und Astronomie^ 4th ed. 1858, p. 21 
notes. 

(2) The same view is expressed in 0. L Erdmann's 
lecture on the relation of scientific investigation to 
religious faith given in the official report of the thirty- 
fourth meeting of German men of science and physicians 
at Karlsruhe, Sept. 1858, Karls. 1859, p. 19. We ap- 
pend a few extracts by way of confirmation. P. 20 : 
* There is a boundary which natural science, from its 
very nature, cannot, and must not, pass ; I mean that 
boundary beyond which the experience of the senses 
and the inferences founded thereon are impossible.' P. 
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21: 'Experience, upon which all natural science is 
founded; knows nothing of a beginning from nothing, 
nor of an ending in nothing. But is such a beginning 
and ending therefore impossible ? i.e., is such a view 
contrary to reason, and to the laws of thought? Cer- 
tainly not ! It is true that we can form no conception 
of the nothing that must have been before creation ; 
we cannot conceive it. Is, then, that only possible 
which we are able to conceive and understand V ' The 
question concerning the origin of matter, the question 
of creation, properly so called, will never disclose itself 
to man's mind. It is not a matter of science. Matter is 
with us taken for granted.' P. 22 : * Science offers no 
answer to the above questions (i.e. concerning the 
origin of matter, &c.) ; they touch a boundary which 
human investigation can never pass. It is here that 
science ends and religion begins ; the latter alone 
answers these questions by teaching us faith in Ood^ 
the almighty Creator of heaven and earth.* Compare 
also A. V. Humboldt : * Cosmogony assumes the pre- 
existence of all the matter now diffused throughout the 
universe, and occupies itself only with the various con- 
ditions which this matter passed through, tiU it re- 
ceived its present form and composition. AU that lies 
beyond this circle belongs to the province of philosophy.* 
In the article, Die Entbindtmg des Wdrmestoffs, etc., in 
Moll's Jahrbuchder Berg-und Hiitten-kunde, vol. iii.p. 
6. Tholuck's Miscellaneous Works, vol. ii p. 155. 
Even Virchow acknowledges {Archiv,fur paiJiol. Ana- 
iomie, 1855, No. 16, in Fabri Brief e geg.den Materialism. 
2d edit., 1864, p. 61) ; I have expressly asserted that 
scientific investigation is incapable of solving the 
enigina of creation. Stutz, a geologist of Zurich, in his 
lectures on the Facts of Faith, pp. 61-70, brings forward 
a series of sayings on the part of the most eminent 
naturalists, of Liebig, the chemist, Boyle, the physicist. 
Hitter, the geographer, Schonbein, the chemist, Mar- 
tins, the botanist, &a, expressive of the limits of 
scientific research, wd of the necessity of faith in God. 
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(3) Compare Wuttke, Ueher die Kosmogonieen der 
heidnischen VoUcer vor der Zeit Jem und der Apostel, 
1850. 

(4) Compare Fdbri Briefe, <fec., p. 224, where also 
a corresponding opinion of A. v. Humboldt's is 
cited. 

(5) Compare Hettinger, p. 164, and Fabri, p. 66. 
The criticism on Materialism which follows, in many- 
respects, coincides with the able discussions in these 
two works (especially Hett 168-185, Fabri, 82-86). 
Guizot also gives an excellent criticism of Materialism 
in his Meditations, ii pp. 313, etc., where he especially 
shows — as is also done in the text — that Materialism 
deals with arbitrary hypotheses, comp. p. 329. 

(6^ Kant, Metaphys. AnfangsgrUnde der Natv/nms- 
senckaft 3, Hauptst 3, Lehrsatz. Works, vol. v. p. 407 ; 
compare also Erdman's above named work, p. 21 : 
* What first caused that motion to take place in sup- 
posed eternally existent matter, which has resulted in 
the present state of things?' 'How did vegetable, 
animal, and finally human life awaken upon earth?' 
Fabri, p. 34, and Hettinger, p. 174, cite from Virchow 
{Oes, Ahh. 1856) the passage: 'No more than a cannon- 
ball can set itself in motion by its own inherent power, 
or than the force with which it strikes against other 
bodies can be the simple result of its material proper- 
ties ; no more than the heavenly bodies can be self- 
moving, or their motive power derived from their form 
and composition, can the phenomena of life be entirely 
explained by the properties of the matter of which the 
individual parts are composed.' Also Cornelius, Ueher 
die BUdung der Materie, 1856, viii 16, 18, 19 : * How 
it happens that one atom should operate upon another 
through vacant space, is simply incomprehensible.' Com- 
pare Wilmarshof, JDas Jenseits, Part i. 1 863, p. 23. A 
thorough refutation of the modern atomic theory by 
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Fichte will be found in the Zeitsck fur PhUosophie, 
1854, vol. xxiv. p. 2446. 

(7) E.g., Czolbe in Fabri, p. 89. 

(8) Spinoza, Ethik. Book iv. preface. As an example 
from modem science compare Schleiden*s Polem^ in 
fabri, p. 134, or Blichner, Natur und Geist, 1857, p- 
267, etc. * The mischievous notion of design, leading 
as it does to numerous errors and false views.' * The 
most distinguished investigators in the various branches 
of science have, during the last few years, zealously and 
unanimously declared themselves opposed to the philo- 
sophic notion of design, etc.* It is to Trendelenbuig 
in his Logischen Untersuchungeriy 2d edit., p. 2, that we 
are indebted for proving and again doing honour to 
the necessity of the notion of purpose ; compare the 
section on design. Part ii.pp. 1, etc. The particulars 
which follow in the text are founded upon, and in part 
verbally agree with, these philosophic discussions. 
Fabri also, p. 135, appeals to them, and Hett, pp. 17S, 
etc., joins in this philosophic treatment of the subject 
I cannot strongly enough commend this work to those 
who desire further information on this point I quote 
here a few passages, p. 3 : * Thus the eye is prepared in 
the darkness of the womb, that at birth it may be opened 
to the light. The eye is formed in the secret labora- 
tory of nature, but yet it corresponds with the ligh* 
which originates at an infinite distance therefix>m,* etc. 
P. 4 : * Light neither made nor evoked the eye, and yet 
the slumbering power of the optic nerve yearns for it' 
'There is everywhere manifested an agreement be- 
tween the counterparts exactly corresponding to the 
internal and external activity.* * Purpose governs the 
whole, and presides over the execution of the parts.* 
P. 5 : * As purpose is displayed in the organ of vision, 
so is it, in like manner, repeated in the organs of the 
other senses.' Then he reminds us (p. 8) how Cuvier 
proved the unity of animal organization by the mutual 



Mies to Lecture IV. 363 

relation of its several parts to a purpose. If we ascend 
to man, ' even here that which is lowest is in unison 
with that which is highest' Pp, 11-12 : * In the lower 
is concealed an anticipation of the higher, and the whole 
is conceived by one thought. That which seems perfect 
in itself, and independently complete, serves in its 
turn as a member of some more comprehensive and 
important form of life.* As purpose rises, it seizes 
upon some already accomplished purpose as its instru- 
ment' P. 14: *That the whole is earlier than its 
parts, as Aristotle expresses it. is evident in the seed 
and its development The power of the whole operates 
before it exists, that it maj' become existent.' P. 21 : 
' Consequently the efficient cause produces the whole 
from the parts, and inversely, design produces the parts 
out of the whole.' Pp. 24, etc.: * Unconscious con- 
formity to purpose is indeed the fact of plastic nature, 
but nothing more than a fact If it be thought that 
such an expression has solved the enigma, it 'might bQ 
asked whether it has not rather increased its difficulty, 
for how can profound conformity to purpose be thought 
of as blind and unconscious V P. 25 : ' That which is 
common does not cease to be a miracle, because it is 
common.' P. 26 : * The efficient cause, the reason's 
usual point of view, shows itself impotent in the whole 
present case.' ' A predetermined harmony is exhibited 
between light and the eye, between sound and the ear, 
between density and the mechanism of the organs of 
motion,' etc. P. 27: *This pre-established harmony 
seems to point to a power encompassing the members, 
and in which is the thought of the Alpha and Omega.' 
Similarly does also Liebig express himself on the 
supremacy of the idea and of purpose, in the realm of 
organized beings, in his Chemischen Brie/e, 5th edit, 
1861, Letter xxiii., pp. 202, etc., where he designates 
materialistic views in general, as * the opinions of dilet- 
tantti who, from their excursions on the borders of 
natural science, have assumed the right of interpreting 
to the ignorant and credulous how the world and life 
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originated/ etc. Compare also Fechner, Die drei Mo- 
tive, etc., p. 117. *I have somewhere read how the 
larva of the stag beetle, when about to enter its pupa 
state, constructs for itself a far larger dwelling-place 
than its folded body can fill, so that there may be 
room enough for the horns which are about to be 
developed. What does the larva know of its future 
horns?' etc. Stutz's above named w^ork, p. 66 : 'The 
more profound observer cannot help declaring it the 
greatest possible error to ignore, in the province of 
organic life, the prevalence, of conscious intention, and 
the agency of a Being acting according to purpose 
(Oelyer Monatbl ii. 30 sq,) Comp. also, pp. 67, 69, 
the concurring opinions of Martius and Agassiz. 

(9) Such an evasion does even a Burmeister call to 
his assistance. Compare Fabri, p. 85, and Hettinger, 
p. 185. 

(10) Erdmann, in the above-named work, p. 19 : 'It 
is now again asserted that the origin of organic nature 
in general may easily be explained by the agency of 
physical and chemical forces. There is no need of the 
eternal wisdom of a Creator; natural necessity is every- 
thing. In fact, even reason has its fanaticisms, and 
while seeking to annihilate one superstition it may 
chance to create another ; while exorcising phantoms, 
it may happen to honour an empty word as a living 
creative power.' Liebig in the above-cited workup. 206: 

' Never will chemistry succeed in exhibiting in her 
laboratory a cell, a muscular fibre, a nerve, in a word, 
one of those really organic parts of an organism which 
are endowed with vital properties, nor indeed an 
organism itself.* Compare also Schleiden, Das Alter 
de$ Menschengeschlechts, etc., 1863, p. 28 : * The former 
experiments of Ehrenberg, Schwann, Schulze, and 
others, confirmed in our own days by the extensive in- 
vestigations of Pasteur, have proved that a so-called 
generatio originaria or cBquivoca, ie., a formation of 
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specifically distinct germs from formless matter, with- 
out the co-operation of given organisms, does not occur 
in nature. On the other hand, the old sajdng of 
Harvey (?), " Everything that lives proceeds from an 
egg," has been completely corroborated, and is but ex- 
pressed with greater physiological definiteness in the 
words, "Everything wliich has life (viz. plants and 
animals) proceeds from a cell." It is only for the first 
formation of an organ that it was felt necessary to 
embrace the view of a spontaneous cell-formation or 
primitive generation, — a view, however, which at the 
same time extinguishes the conditions of its existence. 
But this view, though often met with, is purely imagina- 
tive. Exact natural science will rather confess not only 
her ignorance, but her impotence, to explain the origin 
of the first living organism from any of the natural 
forces with which she is acquainted. With the appear- 
ance of organic life, an entirely new principle was 
introduced into nature. Liebig also, in his work above 
quoted, declares himself opposed to * the frivolous ' 
notion of the generatio cequivoca, and in favour of the 
temporal commencement of organic life. 'Exact natural 
science has proved that at a certain period the earth 
possessed a temperature at which organic life was im- 
possible ; even at 78° Beaumur the blood congeals. It 
has proved that organic life had a beginning upon 
earth.' Similarly does Stutz (Ueher die Schopfungs- 
geschichtey 1867, p. 15) express himself : * The existence 
of such a primary generation must be utterly given up by 
science ; ' and p. 17 : ' science must still confess that it 
needs a power not present in matter for the production 
of organic Ufe on earth,' etc. 

(11) The words of Eckstein, Die Askesis der alten 
heidTL, etc., Welt, 1862, p. 22, in Hettinger, p. 191. 

(12.) The philosopher Franz Hoffmann in an attack 
upon materialistic atomism, which will well repay 
perusal, (Introduction to vol vii of the works of Franz 



366 Notes to Lecture IV. 

von Baaders, 1854, pp. xxiii.-xxx,) sums up his criti- 
cism in the following conclusion : * Such a massi\'e 
conglomerate of intrinsic contradictions could hardly 
have been heaped up by embracing any other view of 
the farther or rather for the apparent, explanation of 
phenomena, as is to be found in materialism. Here 
change is said to originate from the unchangeable, 
perishableness from the imperishable, motion from 
absolute rest, life from the dead, sense from the sense- 
less, purpose from causes acting blindly, intelligence from 
the unintelligent, spirit from the unspiritual ! ' Quoted 
also by Fabri, p. 67, and Hettinger, p. 171. Hoffmann 
also opposes atomism, in the introduction to vol. iii. of 
the same work, 1852, pp. xiii.-xxiii, xxxvL-xxxix., and 
vol iv., 1853, p. 11, etc. 

(13) The epitaph of Copernicus is as follows : — 

* Non parem Pauli gratiam require, 
Veniam Petrie neque posco, sed quam 
In crucis ligno dederas latroni, 
Sedulus oro.* 

In former editions of these lectures I erroneously 
designated this epitaph as the composition of Coper- 
nicus himselt I have since been convinced, from 
Prowe's work on Copernicus, that the lines are from 
the pen of Dr Melchior Pyrnesius, of Thorn, a younger 
contemporary and countryman of Copernicus, w^ho 
erected the monument to his memory on which these 
words are inscribed. It represents Copernicus with 
his hands folded before a crucifix; near his left arm 
lies a skull, in the back-ground are seen a celestial 
globe ; and a pair of compasses, and under his right arm 
are the lines in question. The declaration of lichten- 
berg in his biography of Copernicus ( Verm, Schr, vi 
128), that the confession of sin put into his mouth 
refers to his astronomical heresy, seems to me far 
fetched. Czynski in his certainly elsewhere uncritically 
written biography of Copernicus (K&pemik, et ses travauz^ 
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Paris, IS^?), frequently and justly brings to notice 
the devout character of Copernicus, and the connection 
in which his discovery stood to it. 

Kepler concludes his work. On the Harmony of 
Worlds, with the words, ' I thank Thee, my Creator and 
Lord, that Tliou hast given me this joy in Thy creation, 
this delight in the works of Thy hands. I have shown 
the excellency of Thy works unto men, so far as my 
finite mind was able to comprehend Thine infinity. 
If I have said aught unworthy of Thee, or aught in 
which I may have sought my own glory, graciously 
forgive it.' And it is said of Newton, that, like Klop- 
stock, he never named the name of God without 
uncovering his head. On Kepler, compare his life by 
Breitschwert (1831), and the notice of it in Tholuck's 
Miscellaneous Works, voL ii. pp. 384-402. Czynski 
in his above-named work on Copernicus also lays 
stress on the religious point of view maintained in the 
works of Kepler and Newton. 

(14) Compare Chalmers* Discourses on the Christian 
Revelation (6th edition, 1817), and Tholucks Verm. 
Schriften. voL i. 209. 

(15) Compare Kurz, Bibel and Astronomie, 4th 
edition, 1858, p. 339 ; and Ebrard, Der Glavbe an die 
heil. Schrift und die Ergebnisse der Naturforschung, 
1861, pp. 6, eta 

« 

(16) Compare Madler, Astron. Brief e, p. 129. The 
so-called spectrum analysis, undertaken in the year 
1859 by Bunsen and KirchhoflF, twp chemists of Heid- 
elberg, for the examination of sun-light, has proved that 
there are in the sun the metals natrium, kalium, and 
iron, also nickel, cobalt, manganese, copper, zinc, 
barium, magnesium, chromium, calcium, aluminium, 
strontium, as well as oxygen and hydrogen gas. 
Several of these materials have also been found in 
certain fixed stars, e.g., in Sirius. Compare Beweis des 
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Olaubens by Zockler and Grau, etc., 1866, Jan., p. 
218. 

(17) Madler, Astron. Brief e, p. 236. The Parisian 
astronomer Faye has also lately made it tolerably 
probable that the sun is not, as has been hitherto 
supposed, an opaque and solid body enveloped in a 
luminous covering, but a ball of condensed vapour, 
from whose heated interior, streams of fiery gas are 
ever ascending to the surface. Compare Beweia des 
Olavhens, pp. 219, etc. 

(18) Compare Ebrard, Der Olaube an die heiL Sckrifi. 
und die Urgebnisse der NaiurforsckuTig, p. 164 ; also 
Kurz, pp. 224-232. On the weight of the several 
planets, compare the tables in Pfafif's Schopfungsge^ 
chichte, 1855, p. 245. Even a Ludwig Feuerbach 
(collected works, vol i. p. 58), when desiring to refute 
the opinion, that all the planets are inhabited worlds, 
reminds us, that * not everywhere, where snfiiciency of 
space is found, do we find also the conditions under 
which organic life, especially in its higher forms, can 
exist.' 

^ (19) Kurz, Bihel und Astronomie, p. 290. If Faye 
is right with respect to the sun — and Camille Flam- 
marion, another Parisian astronomer, believes that he 
is — {La Plurality des Mondes habits, 1865), the unin- 
habitableness of the sun, and also of the sun-like fixed 
stars, is self-evident Compare Beweia des Glaxibejis, 
1866, p. 32. 

(20) Compare Seit der Leipziger ScJilacM in the 
MorgeTihlattt 1864, Nos. 1-3, — an interesting article, 
though written from a naturalistic point of view. 

(21 ) The Neptunian theory advocated and established 
at the beginning of the present century, more especially 
by Werner, (1817)i according to which the various 
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strata were formed partly by chemical causes, and 
partly by the mechanical action of water, soon gave 
place to the Plutonian, which teaches that the rocks 
were upheaved by the fire assumed to be contained in 
the interior of the earth. This upheaval theory, laid 
down especially by Leopold v. Buch, and advocated 
by Alex. v. Humboldt and Arago, became, in spite of 
much opposition, among others by Goethe, the prevail- 
ing one. Eecently, however, its authority has been 
increasingly shaken, especially by the chemical school 
of Nep. Fuchs, and others, which refers the formation 
of the rocks to the medium of water or watery solutions. 
Specially decisive in this respect was the proof afforded, 
that the nature and component elements of the primary 
rock, granite, were incompatible with a formation from 
a fusion by fire, and required on the contrary the 
presence of water. This has been recently asserted 
especially by Mohr, of Bonn, in his Oeschichte der Erde, 
in which he uncompromisingly attacks the Plutonists. 
Compare Stutz^s lecture on Creation according to 
Geology and Scripture, Zurich, 1867, which will well 
repay perusal. Many Plutonists have already consented 
to important restrictions of their theory and concessions 
to the Chemico-Neptunian theory, to which the pro- 
spect of a complete victory seems tolerably certain. 
This question, and the justice of the modern Neptunian 
theory, are discussed by Zockler in the Allg. litterar. 
Ameiger, 1867, Oct. and Nov., and in his Urgeschickte 
der Erde und des Menschen, 1868, p. 36 sq. With 
respect to the succession of the several formations, 
Naumann, in his Lehrhuck der Oeognosie, 2d edition, 
1862, vol. ii. p. 44, divides the sedimentary formations 
(i.e., those which arose from the gradual deposition of 
water, and which contain fossil remains, in contradis- 
tinction to those of volcanic origin, and without such 
remains) into (1) Palaeozoic or primary, (2) Mesozoic or 
secondary, (3) Cenozoic or tertiary and quaternary, 
which latter contain extant forms. The primary, 
are again distinguished into (1) the Silurian or older 

2 A 
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transition rocks ; (2) the Devonian or later transition 
series (these names Silurian and Devonian being 
derived from districts in Britain, where they occur, 
viz., from Wales, the dwelling of the ancient Silures> 
and Devonshire) ; (3) the Carboniferous series ; (4) the 
Permian formation, or Red Sandstone, and Zecbstein. 
The secondary formation is divided into (1) the Triassic, 
(2) the Jurassic, (3) the Chalk formations. The terti- 
aries are divided into the Eocene, Oligocene, Miocene^ 
and Pliocene. These are followed by the quaternary 
formations of the Diluvial and Alluvial periods. 

(22) Compare the above work of Naumann, pp. 556> 
664 ; and Ueber die Tl^ierreste in StdnkohUnhildungen^ 
pp. 573, etc. On the great coal-fields of Ryssia and 
England compare Ausland, 1866, No. 40, p. 959. 

(23) Lichtenberg, Oeologische Pkantasien im GM- 
tinger Taschenbuch fur, 1795, p. 79, from Tholuck's 
Verm. Schrift. ii. 156. 

(24) Lyell, the celebrated English geologist, has by 
his work, The Principles of OeoJogy, obtained an almost 
universal acceptance of the principle, that the causes 
now in operation are those which -alone have operated 
from the beginning, and which alone must be adduced 
in explanation of the formation of the earth. Hence 
this is to be understood as a process of gradual change 
by chemico-physical means. The consequence of this 
view is the admission of immense periods of time. 
Thus the space occupied by the process of formation 
from the original gaseous state of the earth till its state 
of sufficient coolness for the existence of organized 
beings, has been computed at three hundred and fifty 
millions of years, and the period since the first appear- 
ance of organisms at one thousand two hundred and- 
fifty millions. According to others, even these numbers 
are too low, and the period required for the history 
of the formation of our earth, is not less than two 
thousand millions. These calculations, however, are 
all extremely fluctuating. It has been computed, for 
example, that the Mississippi carries down yearly about 
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three thousand seven hundred million cubic feet of 

earth from its sources to its mouth ; and hence Lyell 

infers that about 67,000 years were needed for the 

formation of its alluvial deposits of about 16,000 

square miles ; while another geologist demands 158,000 

for the process. Compare Fabri, pp. 273-275. Others 

indeed find this theory extremely * tedious.* Compare 

e,g.y Perty, Anthropologiscke Vartrdge, p. 40. Nor will 

it ever explain how the remains of the so-called 

pre-Adamite animals, instead of decaying under the 

influence of gradually operating forces, have been 

in several places enclosed and preserved in great 

masses in the strata of the earth, nor whence came 

the so-called erratic blocks, nor how a great multitude 

of elephants were buried under fields of ice, in a state 

of perfect preservation in Siberia, nor how ferns and 

palms are found in high north latitudes, unless 

sudden catastrophes are admitted. In opposition to the 

acceptance of the immense periods demanded by the 

schools of Lyell and Darwin to explain the changes 

which have taken place, Goppert of Breslau has shown 

by experiments that in Siedsitze, vegetables, etc., became 

peat even in a few years, (compare Andr. Wagner in the 

Evang. Kir<Jienz€itimg, 1862, pp. 120, etc.) ; and v. 

Leonhard and Ehrenberg, as well as the French geologist 

Daubree, have called attention to the rapid changes 

effected by high temperatures ; thus rendering the 

millions and billions of these computations superfluous. 

Compare the above named No. of Beweis des Glavhens, 

p. 31. Zolmann Bibel und Katur in der Harmonie 

ihrer Offenbarung. A Prize Essay 1869, p. 72, sq., 

2S)ckler die UrgeschicfUe, &c., pp. 44, sq. and 1 41 sq. 

(25) Darwin, On the Origin of Species by means of 
Natural Sdection, or t?ke Preservation of Favoured Races 
in the Struggle for Life^ 1859. The views here pro- 
pounded soon found much favour, but at the same 
time no less opposition, in Germany. Thus, Perty e,g^ 
finds in Darwin's proposition, that man arose from a 
single primordial cell by a process of natural generation 
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during about twenty million years, only * bold flights 
and arbitrary assertions.' The celebrated Louis Agassiz 
(Contributions, etc., vol. iiL) calls Darwin's transmutation 
theory ' a scientific blunder, untrue in its facts, unscien- 
tific in its method, ruinous in its tendency/ And the 
famous natural philosopher, von Baer of Petersburg 
writes to Rudolf Wagner : ' The more I read Darwin, 
the more do I return to my own (limited) theory of 
transmutation.' Rud. Wagner, moreover, designates 
Darwin's theory a ' magnificent historical romance,' 
Lately, also, Goppert of Bi'eslau, relying on an acquain- 
tance, as intimate as it is comprehensive, with the^whole 
department of botanical knowledge, especially with the 
primeval races of plants, declares and maintains, in 
opposition to the fantastic assertions of Darwin, that 
vegetable Palspontology teaches in the clearest manner, 
that * new species, without intrinsic generic connection, 
have in all periods arisen and perished,' and that the 
several orders have experienced no kind of change from 
the most remote periods to the present day. Compare 
Beweis des Olaubens, p. 29. And Liebig in his above 
quoted work, p. 204, evidently has Darwin in his mind 
when he speaks of the ' Dilettantism ' which assumes 
that it must have been more convenient to the Creator, 
instead of making germs or cells capable of most 
manifold development, to endow but one cell with life, 
and then to leave to time and chance the unfolding of 
the idea by means of this one cell' And in support of 
his proposition, that * strict scientific research knows 
nothing of a chain of organic being,' he refers to Bischoff 
* that master in the history of development,' who (in his 
lectures delivered in Munich in the spring of 1858), 
speaking of the time as already come in which it is 
declared to be insufferable and absurd arrogance for 
man to esteem himself higher and better than the 
brutes, and ignorance to seek to uphold the distinctions 
which justify such pretentions,* goes on to oppose such 
notions by saying : * The more intimately we become 
acquainted with the structure of animals, and especially 
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of the rarer kinds of apes, the more convinced shall we 
be, that in spite of manifold and great coincidence 
between them and mankind, there yet exist even 
corporeal diversities quite as great as any which have, 
in other instances, induced the setting up of different 
genera and species. The chain of being so enthusiastic- 
ally received and defended, is, upon nearer acquaintance, 
dissolved into separate members and types, which, 
though they do indeed exhibit and develop among 
themselves a decided advance in organization, yet by 
no means fit into one another in immediate succession, 
but furnish instances of leaps and differences greater 
than need exist between man and brute to separate 
them one from another by an impassable abyss. 
Compare also what, e.g.^ Heer says in his speech at the 
centenary festival of the Scientific Society of Zurich 
{Zwei Vortrdge von Escher und Heer : Zurich, 1847), 
on the * not gradual ascent,' but * retrograde * formation 
of nature : * The thoughts of God, then, are incorporated 
in creation at one time directly, at another indirectly, 
both which modes of incarnation of divine ideas are to 
us equally incomprehensible.' To add to these a 
philosopher who at the same time takes his stand on 
the platform of accurate scientific research, we may 
here cite Fechner, who in his article Die drei Motive, 
etc., pp. 237, etc., pronounces against Darwin's con- 
clusions, *in which the enormous mass of facts 
adduced does not furnish the slightest proof,' and * whose 
numerous inductions make a mountain, in a certain 
sense, bring forth a mouse.* The N. Preuss, Zeitungy 
1868 No. 28, gives an account of an interesting meet- 
ing of the Ethnographic Society in London, at which 
Murchison and Crawfurd opposed Darwinism by 
proving, that there was no evidence for transformation 
of species, and Busk, the Darwinist, giving up * natural 
selection * and the ' struggle lor life,' retreated to the 
' survival of the strongest, thus essentially modifying 
Darwinism. I shall subsequently have to return to 
Darwin. 
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*' (26) Compare on this subject, e.g., Perty, pp. 50 flF. 
Huxley in his work, ' Evidences of the Place of Man in 
Nature,' says, that there exist sufficient reasons for the 
view that man was contemporary with the animals of 
the Diluvial period ; but this, in so far, at least, as it 
rests upon the discoveries in the gravel beds, eta, 
has again become very uncertain. For the extensive 
researches of Nicholas Whitley in England have 
undeniably established the fact, that the supposed flint 
weapons, utensils, etc., are not manufacture articles, 
and consequently all the hypotheses founded upon 
them fall to the ground. Comp. Beweis des Olaubens^ 
1866, Oct. p. 351, after the Eeader of Feb. 17, 1866, 
and Auda^id, 1866' No, 10, p. 238, eta . 

(27) Compare the excellent section in Pfaff s Schop^ 
fu/ngsgeschichte, 1855, pp. 615, eta A series of testi- 
monies from eminent natural philosophers (as Cuvier, 
etc.) to the essential agreement between the Mosaic 
account of creation, and the results of geologic 
investigation will be found in Nicholas i. 411. It is 
shown by Ulrici {Oott und die Natur, 2d edit, 1866, 
p. 337 sq., comp. Zoekler. Die Urgeschichte, p. 32 
sq., that the Nebular theory of La Place mentioned 
in the text, p. 76, is by no means so unquestionable 
and indisputable as it was formerly esteemed, 

(28) Compare Pfafif, pp. 604, 505. The annual 
quantity of coal obtained in England is estimated at 
thirty-four million tons, while the other coutitries of 
Europe, exclusive of Eussia, yield sixty millions annu- 
ally. In North America, the Pittsburg strata alone 
embrace, according to Naumann, i 590, upwards of 690 
square miles. According to Bischoff, the plants which 
produced the coals of the Saarbruck districts alone must 
have taken 1,001,477 years in growing. In this com- 
putation, however, no account is taken of the strata, 
often 100 feet deep, between the several coal seams 
(Pfaff, p. 506). 

(29) Compare Anthrqp. Vortdge, p. 16. 
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NOTES TO LECTUEE V, 

(1) Compare Fabri's above quoted work, pp. 289, 
etc., and the interesting Essay of Fredr. Pfaflf, Alter und 
Ursprung des MeschengescklecTUs in Daheim, 1865, 
No. 30, of both which works especial use has been 
made in the following pages. The facts in question 
are also discussed in LyelPs * Geological Evidences 
of the Antiquity of Man,' Lond. 1863, and Vogt*s Vor- 
lesungen iAer den Menschen, seine Stelhmg in der Schop- 
fling und in der Oeschichte der Erde^ Giessen, 1863. 

(2) The pile-buildings are at present one of the most 
favourite of topics. The literature concerning them, 
whether in articles or discussions, surpasses computa- 
tion. Even if Maurer does perhaps go a little too 
far in his opposition to current notions in his Ueber 
Alter Zweck und Bewohner der Pfahlbauten {Avsland, 
1864, Nos. 39-42), yet the exaggerated views formerly 
held of the age of these buildings, are being more 
and more moderated. Compare, e.g., even the Augsb. 
Allg. Zeitung, 1866 Beilage, No. 90. It is here shown 
that the iron objects, found in ever increasing numbers, 
prove that these buildings were standing during the 
times of the Bomans, and down to their conclusion 
in the third and fourth centuries after Christ ; that the 
vessels of brass reach back at farthest to the sixth or 
seventh century before Christ, and that even in the 
piles themselves, in which no metal has been found, 
traces of intercourse with the Baltic (Bernstein), and 
with Asia (Nephrite) exist, which do not allow us to 
refer them farther back than between the tenth and 
twelfth centuries before Christ. • Comp. also Ausland, 
1866, No. 18, pp. 418. All enlightened and thorough 
investigators of the pile-buildings are agreed in assign- 
ing to even the lowest strata of these buildings, be- 
longing as they do to the stone period, a date not very 
long preceding the historical period, and therefore at the 
earSest between 1200 or 2000, before Christ, while they 



376 Notes to Lecture V. 

make the bronze and iron periods of the inhabitants of the 
pile-buildings begin a little before the last centuiy before 
Christ, and last down to the first centuries after Christ 
Zockler Die Vrgeschichte, p. 153. The so-called flint 
axes of England and the north of France served espe- 
cially to prove the high antiquity of the human race : 
these are flints, in the shape of axes and wedges several 
inches in length, of rude but apparently intended forms, 
but unpolished, and without a hole for the insertion of 
the handle. Since 1847, when the French geologist 
Boucher de Perthes described, in his Antiquity ante- 
delumenneSy those discovered in the valley of the Sonrnie 
at Amiens and Abbeville, and thought they could be 
proved to be the manufactured productions of a primi- 
tive human race belonging to the later tertiary, or 
oldest diluvial periods, they have been found in far 
more considerable numbers, and have excited general 
attention. Nicholas Whitley of Cornwall, however, 
after investigations of the flint beds of Great Britain, 
extending through a series of years, shows the impossi- 
bility of regarding these axe and wedge shape flints 
as manufactured productions, 1st, because these beds 
are far too extensive and solid to allow the fabrication 
of such weapons to be even thought of ; 2dly, because 
only axes, or at most knife blades and arrow heads, 
and no other implements are found > 3dly, because 
their forms exhibit gradations from the mere rude firao- 
ture to the distinct arrow or axe shape ; 4thly, because 
in most cases, the nature of the fracture points to 
natural causes. For all these reasons Whitley regards 
these flints as fragments of flint rolled and deposited 
by glacial currents. Comp. Beweis dee Qlavhens Oct 
1866, p. 351. Zockler die Urgeschichte, p. 147. Dae 
Ausland 1869, 9 p. 214 sq., also begins to hesitate as 
to the evidence of the (unpolished so-called paleolithic) 
stone utensils. 

(3) Cuvier, Discoure sur lea revolutions du globe, p. 
22, Nicolas, 1, 379. 
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(4) On Darwin's theory, comp. Note 25 to Lecture 
IV., also Fabri's above cited work, pp. 219-260, which 
T have chiefly followed. Among replies may be cited 
Zockler Ueber die Spedesfrage nach ihrer theohgischen 
Bedeutungin denJahrbilchem fii/r deutsche Theologiey 
1861, 4 ; and especially Frohschammer Ueber Dartuiris 
Theorie von der ErUatehutig der Arten im Thier und 
P/lanzreiche in the Atkendumy 1862, 3. I have already 
mentioned the contrary opinions of Agassiz, Perty, von 
Baer, Liebig, Bischoff, etc., in note 25. Waitz also (in 
his Anthropdogie der NcUurvolker^ i. 231), though * not 
opposed on principle to Darwin's theory,' since he 
absolutely requires * a natural origin of man,' acknow- 
ledges : ' It must be candidly confessed that there is 
as good as an utter failure of cases analogous to the 
transformation of the ape into man, in empirical scien- 
tific research.' K. Vogt in his Vorlesungen iiber den 
Menschen, etc., 1863, expresses the ultimate results of 
this theory in his usual manner. ' The consequences of 
this doctrine are indeed formidable to a certain move- 
ment, for there can be no doubt that the Darwinian 
theory shows the door, without farther ceremony, to the 
personal Creator and His interference from time to time 
in the transformation of creation, and in the furnishing 
of new species, by leaving not the slightest room for 
the agency of such a Being.' ' Even man is not then a 
creature made in a special manner and differing from 
the other animals, endowed with a soul of quite peculiar 
kind, and a breath breathed into him by God Himself, 
but only the highest result of progressive natural 
selection, and proceeding from the group of apes 
which are but a little lower than himself.' * Between 
man and beast there exists no greater chasm than 
that which separates many classes of animala' Others 
also, as e.g.y Schleiden, have expressed themselves in a 
similar manner, comp. his Drd Vortrdge fiir gebildete 
Laien, 1863, Vort 3, Die SteUung des Menschen in der 
Natv/r, p. 48 : * The calculable difference between a 
Goethe and an Australian savage is far greater than 
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that between the latter and a brute.' P. 50 : 'With 
respect to the formation of the hand and foot» men and 
apes (especially the gorilla) differ far less than one ape 
does from another ' (the gorilla from the ouran-outang). 
And this is the case also with the teeth. P. 55 : ' Even 
with regard to the brain, * no essential difference exists,' 
and ' the subordinate differences which are perceptible, 
are quite as, or even more decided between different 
races and individuals of the human race.' P. 56 : * Even 
the religious instinct does not essentially distinguish 
mankind from the lower animals, any more than its 
preparation of honey, etc., causes the bee to cease from 
being an animal. P. 61 : * It is only the capacity of 
self-consciousness which forms an impassable gulf.' 
Materialists, such as Buchner Kraft utCi Stoff, 7th ed. 
1862, p. 218, express themselves, as might be expected, 
still more strongly, comp. note 29. 

(5) Waitz, in his above quoted work, gives an 
exposition and discussion of Agassiz' doctrine, p. 218, 
though even he is inclined to accept the view, that 
' there were perhaps several localities in the torrid zone 
in which mankind first appeared, and whence they 
proceeded ' (p. 229) ; while the facts he adduces are 
nevertheless decidedly in favour of the unity of the 
human race. Compare the quotations next following. 

(6) On the division of races in general, compare 
Waitz, pp. 258, etc. : * It is well known that the human 
race has been very variously divided, and this because 
sharply marked differences do not exist. Cuvier adopts 
three classes, Blumenbach five, Lesson six, Bory fifteen, 
etc. Nor has there been less variation in the principle 
of division than in the number of classes. Blumenbach 
bases his division on the varying diameter of the skulL 
The Caucasian race is distinguished by an oval form of 
skull, and by the slight projection of the cheek and 
upper jaw-bones ; the Ethiopic differs on the one hand, 
by having a far greater breadth of skull in proportion 
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to the height, while the Mongolian on the other, ex- 
hibits a longer and squarer form of skull.* Compare 
Pfaflf Schopfungsqeschichte^ p. 633. A. Wagner ((?e- 
schichte der UrweU, ii 34) also accepts as leading types, 
the oval form of countenance prevailing among the 
Caucasian, the flat face of the Mongolian, and the 
wedge-shaped face of the black races. Compare Perty, 
Anhropol Vortrdgej p. 66. The facial angle, which 
was first made the basis of classification ' by Camper 
(1765), is formed by two lines, one drawn from the fore- 
head through the upper jaw, the other through the ear 
and the base of the nostrils. This angle ranges on an 
average from 80" to 90°. among Europeans (i.e., the 
upper part of the face is proportionally prominent), 
while among some negro tribes it amounts to 70, and 
among apes, reaches at most (according to Poppig) 50. 
Even among the Bushmen, however, we occasionally 
meet with an angle of almost 90. (Compare Pfaff, p. 
642.) On which account Blumenbach makes the dia- 
meter of the skuU, instead of the facial angle, his basis 
of classification, while convinced, at the same time, that 
this, far from furnishing proof against the unity of the 
human race, is corroborative of this fact. Compare, in 
his Beitrdge zur Naiurgeschicktey i. 156, etc. : * Words of 
Comfort in a common family matter.' Compare 
Tholuck's Fern. Schr. ii. 210. 

(7) Compare further details in Pfaff, Schopfungsgesch, 
p. 618 ; especially Waitz, Anthrop, etc., 1. 195, etc. 

(8) Perty, ATvlhrop, Vortrdge, p. 104. 

(9) Waitz, ii. 230 : * Man seems to resemble the 
domestic animals in his capability of settling in various 
cUmates, with this single difference, that he can bear 
such a transportation and settlement just in proportion 
to the degree of civilization he has attained. As races 
of animals degenerate in strange cUmes, and more and 
more approximate to the native races, even without 
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intermingling with them, so also does man, except in 
cases where essential differences of food, mode of life, 
and civilization, between settlers and natives, prevent 
such a result.' Many investigators maintain that the 
negro type has begun to approximate to the white races 
in America. Perty, 104. Among animals, the difiference 
between animals of the same species extends even to 
the form of the bones, the number of the ribs, etc.- 
Compare Blumenbach, Beitr. zur Naturgeschichte, i. 24?, 
etc. ; Morgenblatt, 1833, pp. 204, etc., Geologiscke 
Orillen/ Tholuck, Verm. Schrif. ii 219, etc. 

(10) Perty, pp. 70, 86, sq. 

(11) Perty, p. 78; also Waitz, i. 390. 

(12) Perty, p. 85. 

(13) Waitz, i. 226 ; Perty, p. 43. 

(14) Waitz, i. 228. 

(15) A copious collection of these common national . 
traditions will be found in the before-cited work of 
Lliken, Die Traditionen des Menschenffeschleckts, 1856, 
enlarged edit. 1869. 

(16) Andr. Wagner, Streitschrift gegen Burmeister, 
p. 41. 

(17) Waitz, i. 226. 

(18) Compare the complaint of Achilles to Ulysses 
in the lower regions, Odyss, xi. 488: 

* Talk not of ruling in this dol'rous gloom 
Nor think vain words (he cried) can ease my doom. 
Rather I choose laboriously to bear 
A weight of woes and breathe the vital air, 
A slave to some poor hind that toils for bread 
Than reign the sceptred monarch of the dead.' 

Pop^s Translation. 
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(19) It was customary at feasts and drinking parties 
to place a silver skeleton on the table, and to pass it - 
round with the words : " Woe to us poor creatures 1 
What a cipher is man ! Such shall we all become, 
when once Orcas carries us oflF. Let us then live, 
indeed, as long as life is bestowed upon us." 

Compare Lessing, Wie die Alien den Tod gebildety 
Lachmann's edition^ viii. 254. Pelron ed Mich, Hadr. 
(p. 115): *Potantibus ergo et accuratissimas nobis 
lauticias mirautibus larvam argenteam attulit servus sic 
aptatam ut articuli ejus vertebra^que laxatae in omnem 
partem veterentur. Hanc quum super mensam semel 
iterumque objecisset et catenatio mobilis aliquot figuras 
exprimeret Trimalcio adjecit: 

Heu, heu nos miseros quam totus homuncio nil est. 
Sic erimus cuncti postquam nos auferet orcus, 
Ergo vivamus dum licet esse bene. 

The same thought was expressed upon several ancient 
monuments, e.g., ' Thou who readest this, enjoy life, for 
there is neither laughter nor amusement, nor any plea- 
sure after death,' or, 'Friends, I advise you, mix a 
goblet of wine and drink it, with your heads crowned 
with flowers, earth destroys what is left after death,* and 
many such. 

(20) Compare Karl Vogt, KoMerglavbe und Wiseen- 
schaft — a controversy with Eud. Wagner, 1 855 ; and 
the almost contemporary work of Louis Buchner, Kraft 
und Sloff, 1855. Both treatises went through several 
editions in a remarkably short time (the latter seven 
before 1862). Also Buchner i\ra^i^r und Oeist, 1857; 
Iv. Vogt, Physiohgiache Brief e fur Oebildete, 1847, and 
Moleschott's Works: Physiologie der Nahrungsmittel, 
1850, 2d ed. 1853; Lehre der Nahmngsmitlel fur das 
Volk, 1850, 2d ed. 1853 ; Physiologie des Sloffwechsels 
in PJlamen und Thieren, 1851 ; Der Kreislauf des 
Lebeiis, 1852. On the other side have appeared: JL 
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Ph. Fischer, Die Unwahrheit des SenstuUisTnus und 
MaterialismuSy 1853, and its ' supplement ' entitled, 
Ueber die Unmof/lichJceit des Naiuralismtis, etc., 1854; 
Jul. Schaller's Leib und Seele, 1855 ; Tittmann's Ueber 
Leben und Staffs 1856 ; Aug. Weber's Dee neueste Ver- 
gotte^mng des Staffs, 1856 ; Frohschammer's Menschensede 
und Physiologie, a controversy with Karl Vogt, 1856; 
Fabri's Briefe gegen MaterialismuSy 1856, 1864 ; and 
Criiische Umschau in der materialistischen StreiUite- 
ratur in der Evang. Kirchenzeitung Jvli und Au§. 
1856. Also Fichte's Anthropologie, 1856, etc.; Rud. 
Wagner*s Der Kampfum die Seele vom Standpunkt der 
Wissenschaft, 1857. Among the latest treatises we 
would mention with special commendation Von Huete's 
Ueber die Existenz der Seele vom naturwissenschaft- 
lichen Standpunicte, 1863, justifying in the way of 
induction ' the view of the independence of the sonl/ 
by showing, that ' in the perceptions of the senses, the 
spiritual principle acts in a manner independent of 
purely sensible impressions, and to a certain degree 
wholly inexplicable by such impressions ' (p. 88). I 
commend to my readers the various interesting infor- 
mation which this work contains. Ulrici's Oott und 
If atur, 2d ed., 1866, pp. 261 , etc., also contains a thorough 
investigation of the question of the soul. Compare also 
especially the opinions expressed by Hettinger, pp. 233- 
273, of which as well as of Fabri's excellent work, I 
have made free use. 

(21) According to Blichner Kraft und Stoff^ 7th ed. 
1862, pp. 106-109, and Hettinger, p. 250. 

(22) The Latin poet Lucretius, in his great poero, 
De Natura rerum, already teaches this psychologic 
materialism, e.g,, iii. 446, etc. : * We further remark also 
that the soul is brought forth at the same time as the 
body, grows with it, and becomes old with it When 
mighty time at length destroys the body, and the 
members fail, their power having become exhausted, 
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the raind fails also. Thus the whole being of the soul 
is dissolved and dispersed, as smoke is dispersed in 
the higher air. As we see it brought forth at the same 
time with the body, so does it grow with it, and is with 
it dried up by old age.' 

Feuerbach thinks {Sammt Werkey iii. 399) ' that the 
reasoning of Lucretius against immortality is still 
valid, and that nothing better could be said against 
the copulation of a mortal and immortal nature than 
he has said already.' Ludwig Feuerbach is the philo- 
sopher of modem materialism. Comp. Grundsdtze der 
Philosophie der Zuhunft, 1843, ii. 269 : ' The task of 
recent times was the realization and humaniza- 
tion of God ; the conversion and resolution of theology 
into anthropology' (sec. i. 52). Consequently man is 
the sole and supreme subject of philosophy, and anthro- 
pology, including physiology, the universal science (sec. 
54). But this in the sense ,*that God himself is defined 
as a material being (sec. 14<), and man tdken in his 
sensuous reality.' * The body in its totality is my Ego, 
my very being.' ' Modem philosophy is a candid sen- 
suous philosophy' (sec. 36). Sensuousness alone is 
trath and certainty ' (sec. 38). Then, of course, * the 
contrast of body. and soul is logically untenable' (ii. 
358). * Sensuousness is. reality ;■* 'sensuousness is 
perfection * (ii 366, 367). He who ceases to be sensu- 
ous, ceases to exist ' (p. 368). These thoughts are also 
repeated and carried out with greater detail in his article 
on Death, vol. iiL Moleschott, Phydologie des Staff- 
wechsels in Pflanzen und Thiereriy 1851, says, p. xii., 

* A non-sensuous being is nonsense.' P. xiv. : * Life can 
only be understood as a change in matter.' P. xxiL 

* The pivot upon which modem wisdom tilms is the 
. physiology of the changes of matter.* For other opin- 
ions, see text. K Vogt in his Bilder aus dem Thievleben 
says : * according to theology — which must itself cease 
with the annihilation of the soul as a separate and inde- 
pendent thing, and which therefore contends with the 
courage of despair for the existence of this thing — the 
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8oul is an individual immaterial principle which has 
taken up its abode in a certain body, and uses this body 
as its instrument. The more faulty the instrument, the 
worse naturally are the works performed with it If the 
instrument is destroyed, it perishes, but the principle 
remains, the soul continues to hve after the death of 
the body. According to science, on the other hand, the 
soul is not an immaterial principle, separable from the 
body, but only a collective name for different functions 
which pertain exclusively to the nervous system — ^to 
the brain. — If the organ the body perishes, the function 
ceases with it, and if the body dies, the soul comes 
utterly to an end with it — ^Thus a door would be opened 
to simple materialism — man as well as the brute would 
be a mere machine, his reasoning the result of a certain 
organization, and free will abolished, etc. I can say 
nothing but: Truly it is so. It is really the case. There 
is no such thing as free wiU, and, consequently, such 
things as the responsibility and accountability which 
ethics and penal law, and God knows what else, 
would still impose upon us. We have at no moment 
more power over overselves,over our intellectual powers, 
than we have, to use a somewhat coarse expression, 
as to whether our kidneys shall separate or not,* eta 
Btichner (Kraft und Stoff, 1862) designates indeed 
Vogt*s comparison, ' that the thoughts bear the same 
relation to the brain as the bile does to the hver, or the 
urine to the kidneys,' a very ill chosen one, yet thinks 
' the mental activity a function of the brain,' (p. 133). 
* And now, can it stiU be denied that the mind of man 
is a product of matter ? ' (p. 148). At pp. 149, etc., it 
is asserted that there are no innate ideas, but that every- 
thing, even the moral sense, * is dependent on external 
circumstances ' (p. 167). Consequently (p. 179) * we 
can have no science, no idea of the absolute, i.e., of that 
which leads us beyond the world which is about us, and 
is the object of our senses.' The same is said to hold 
good of the notion of God (pp. 170, etc.) ; and this is 
proved, partly by an appeal to nations supposed to be 
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without religion, partly upon the authority of Feuer- 
bach*s philosophy. Naturally, therefore, there is no 
continuity of personal existence (p. 185). And finally, 
the specific difference between man and the brute crea- 
tion is denied (pp. 217, etc.) A series of such passages 
is also cited by Fabri, pp. 9, etc., who places at the 
head of his discussion, the striking saying of Hamann, 
' A reason which acknowledges itself to be the daughter 
of the senses and of matter, lo, this is our religion ; a 
philosophy which reveals to men their vocation to go 
on all fours, fosters our magnanimity ; and the triumph 
of heathen blasphemy is the climax of our genius ! ' 
This saying is corroborated by such works as Eichard 
Schuricht*s Extracts from the diary of a Materialist, 
Hamburg, Hoffm. and Campe, 1860, in which selfishness 
is praised as the principle of all life, even of religious 
life, the ideal despised, the * WTetchedness of our condi- 
tion acknowledged,' and even a Feuerbach treated as a 
standpoint already surpassed. 

(23) On this subject see Fabri, pp. 63, 65, 70. 

(24) Fabri, p. 35. 

(25) Hettinger, p. 264 

(26) Comp. Schubert Die Geschichte der Seete^ 4th 
ed. 1 850, 1. Pt pp. 444 and 465. 

(27) Liebig, Cheviische Brief e^ 5th ed. 3865, Brief 25, 
p. 207 : * They {i.e., the Dilettanti of Science, as Liebig 
always designates the materialists) assert that man's 
intellect is the product of his senses, that the brain 
produces thoughts by means of a change of matter, and 
is related to them as the liver is to the gall. As the 
gall perishes with the liver, so does the mind with the 
brain. If the conclusions of these people are divested 
of their borrowed tinsel and toys, they amount to this, 
that the legs are for walking, the brain for thinking, 
and that we must learn to think, as the child learns to 

2 B 
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walk, that we cannot walk without legs, and cannot 
think without a brain, that an injury to the oi^ns of 
progression alters the gait, and an injury to that of 
thinking, the thoughts. But the flesh and bones of 
which the legs consist do not move themselves, but are 
moved by a cause which is not flesh and bone, they are 
the instruments of a force ; the soft mass called the brain 
is the instrument of the cause which produces the 
thoughts. — ^As the harp sounds when the wind sweeps 
its strings, so does the brain think through a change of 
matter, so does the ear hear, the eye see ; but not of 
itself does the brain think thoughts, the ear hear ] 
music, the eye see the bright sun, the green trees, ! 
and understand the language of the eyes whence aflTec- 
tion is beaming. Man's mind is not the product of 
his senses, but the acts of the senses are the product 
of the intelligent will in man.' Comp. also Hettinger, 
pp. 255-257. 

(28) Comp. 0. L Erdmann {Ueber das VerkcUtniss 
der Naturwissenschaftlicfien Forschuriff, etc., p. 20): 
'What we see or feel, in short, what our senses perceive, 
exists ; we cannot but believe it ! But must, then, that 
which we do not see or feel, or, in short perceive by our 
senses, be therefore non-existent ? The question needs no 
answer.* * If the nature of life and the action of the 
reasoning mind cannot be explained by mechanical 
or chemical laws, the view that we have here effects 
produced by other causes, is, according to the general 
principles of science, not only allowable, but actually 
enjoined.* ' That mechanical and chemical causes exer- 
cise a most powerful influence upon the manifestations 
of vital and mental agency, is a fact which no one would 
venture to deny. But when from this fact it is inferred 
that life and mind can have none but mechanical and 
chemical causes, such a conclusion could only be arrived 
at by means of a logic which would also infer that, 
because I know of none but mechanical and chemical 
effects, therefore none other exist' 
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(29) Guizot, in his Meditations, etc., ii. 249, etc., 
gives interesting information, and an acute criticism of 

* this so-called positivism of Auguste Comte and his 
followers Littr^ and John Stuart Mill. To this move- 
ment also perfectly applies the conclusion to which 
Naville is led hy his moral indignation against Taine 
(der himmlische Vater, p. 217), viz., that *the glorifica- 
tion of success is the first and surest result of the moral 
indifference, which is the soul of these opinions.' See 
also an excellent little work against Positivism, Das 
Christenthum und der Positiuimus, from the French of 
the author of La religion pure et sans tachcy etc., Ham- 
burg, 1861. 

(30) Buchner. P. 217: * Man has no absolute supe- 
riority to the brute, and his mental pre-eminence is 
but a relative one. No single mental capacity belongs 
to man alone,* — not then self-consciousness and moral 
and religious convictions? The two latter, indeed, 
Buchner generally denies. P. 218 : * The mental pro- 
cess which takes place in animals (namely, the reflection 
accompanying their acts), is in its nature entirely 
identical with that which takes place in man.' P. 221 : 
'Finally, how far is the negro removed from the ape?* 
P. 222 : * Burmoister describes the Brazilian aborigines 
as animals in all their acts and instincts, and utterly 
without tbe higher intellectual powers,' etc. In oppo- 
sition to this degradation of man to a mere animal, 
comp. Eousseau 8 Emile^ i. iv. p. 39 : * Quoi ! je puis 
observer, connaitre les Stres et leurs rapports ; je puis 
sentir ce que c'est qu'ordre, beauts, vertu ; je puis con- 
templer Tunivers, m'^lever ^ la main qui le gouverne ; 
je puis aimer le bien, le faire; et je me comparerais aux 
bStes ! Ame abjecte, c'est ta triste philosophic qui te 
rend semblable a elles : ou plut&t tu veux en vain 
t'avilir; ton g^nie depose centre tes principes, ton cceur 
bienCaisant dement ta doctrine, et Tabus meme de tes 
faculty prouve leur excellence en d^pit de toi' 
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(31) Starting from the view that man is the object of 
all nature, and consequently also the central com- 
pendium of the various grades of development in which 
natural life is displayed, Aristotle designated the soul 
of man as vegetative, (the faculty of vegetation, t.«., 
of nourishing the bodily organism, a faculty answering 
to the life of plants), as sensitive and locomotive 
(the faculty of sensation and locomotion, answering to 
the life of animals) as reasonable (the faculty peculiar 
to man, the faculty of reason). Compare, e,g., Schwegler, 
Oesch. der Philos., 4th edit, 1860, p. 79. The scholas- 
ticism of the middle ages, followed Aristotle in this 
matter, as also in its psychology and ethics. Hettinger, 
too, referring to Thomas Aquinas, makes use of this 
division. In former editions 1 employed the expressions 
vegetative and sensitive soul, but have omitted them 
in this, as no longer current, and have confined myself 
to the matter independently of the names. With what 
is said of the body, cotnpare Hettinger, pp. 302, &c. ; 
of sensitive life, compare Dal ton, p. 31 ; and of the new 
principle of self-consciousness. Dalton, pp. 28, &c. 

(32) Compare with what follows Wiese, Die BUdung 
des Willens, 2d Edit. 1861, and Dalton's above quoted 
work, pp. 38, &c., on the three gradations of development 
of the will. I mil will, I do will, I will the vnll of 
Ood. 

(33) Compare Goethe {Sprilche in Prosa, vol. iii. p. 
172) : ' Man would not be the most distinguished being 
upon the earth, if he were not too distinguished for it' 
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(1) p. 130. Plutarch, Advers Colotem Epicuream, c, 31. 
Comp. Fabric. Bibliogr, Antiq. p. 304; Artemidori, 
*OyvpoxpmxSjv, i 9 : 'There is no nation without a God, 
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i^ithout a supreme ruler; but some honour the gods in 

one way, some in another/ Cic. De legg. i. 8 : Among 

so many kinds of creatures there is none besides man 

which has any knowledge of God; among men there is 

no people so wild and savage, as not to know that they 

must have a god, even if they do not know what 

one. Comp. also Nicolas, i. 1 54 ; and Hettinger, p. 359, 

I-ect. iii. note 3, may also be referred to. I will here 

quote also the fine passage from Guizot's L'eglise et la 

Socie'te Chrdiennes en 1861, p. 14 : * Dans tous les lieux, 

sous tous les climats, k toutes les epoques de I'histoire, 

k tous les degrfe de la civilisation, I'homme porte en 

lui ce sentiment, j*aimerais mieux dire ce presentiment, 

que le monde qu*il voit, Tordre au sein duquel il vit, 

les faits qui se succ^dent r^guliferement et constamment 

autour de lui ne sont pas tout ; en vain il fait chaque 

jour, dans ce vaste ensemble, des d^couvertes, et des 

conquetes; en vain il observe et constate savamment 

les lois permanentes qui y president; sa pens^e ne 

s'enferme point dans cet univers livr^ k sa science ; ce 

spectacle ne suffit point k son ame; elle s'^lance 

ailleurs; elle cherche, elle entrevoit autre chose, elle 

aspire pour Tunivers et pour elle-meme k d'autres 

destin^ et a un autre maitre: 

Par deld tons ces cienx le diea des cieux reside — 

a dit Voltaire, et ce dieu qui est par delk tous les cieux 
ce n'est pas la nature personifi^e, c'est le surnatural en 
personne. C'est k lui que les religions s'adressent, c'est 
pour mettre I'homme en rapport avec lui qu'elles se 
fondent. Sans la foi instinctive des hommes au sur- 
naturel, sans leur ^lan spontane et invincible vers le 
surnaturel, la religion ne serait pas. 

(2) Job. v. Miiller's Werke, Cottasche, Ausg., Part 
23, p. 5 ; and Jean PauVs ErinTierungen aus den 
schonsten JStundenfiir die letzten Works, 47, 125. 

(3) These thoughts are especially current in mystic 
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theology, and have of late been often made use of 
in preaching, and also employed by apologetic 
writers. Comp. especially Hettinger, p. 374, etc., and 
Dalton, pp. 40, etc. Gregory of Nazianzen to the In- 
effable one : — 

All come to rest in Thee : all flow towards Xhee ; 
Thou art the end of alL 

(4) The question concerning the psychologic nature 
of religion, whether it is knowledge, will, or feeling, has 
been much discussed in theology. It was originally 
looked upon as an act, as a definite kind of worship of 
God {culius dex) — this was the case in the ancient 
Church, till the times of the old Protestant theologians; 
— then as knowledge, — till the days of rationalism and 
of the Hegelian philosophy; — since Schleiermacher, as a 
certain state of feeling, which is, however, always 
passing into knowledge and action. To describe religion 
as faith is a current expression with modern theologians. 
Compare, e.^., Kahnis, Dogm. i 131, 142, etc. 

(5) Fichte, SdmmtL Werke^ ii. 253, etc. : ' This organ 
(i.e.y that by which the highest reality is attained) is not 
knowledge ; it is faith — that voluntary repose in the 
view naturally offering itself to us, because in this view 
alone can we fulfil our destiny. It is not our knowledge, 
but the determination of the will to allow to knowledge 
its legitimate exercise.' Compare also his remarks upon 
faith as a free act of the wiU. 

(6) Compare, on this whole section on prayer, the 
able passage in Guizot*s L'eglise, etc., pp. 14?, etc. 

(7) Compare Nagelsbach, Die nacMiome^ische Tluo- 
logie, 1857, pp. 211, etc. From this work is also quoted 
the passage within inverted commas in the text 
Lasaulx, Ueber die Gebete der Oriechen und Bomer, 
Wurzb. 1842, p. 5 : ' Prayer was combined not only 
with religious acts, and the more important concerns, 
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but with almost every incident, of daily life.* Pp. 9, 
etc. : ' In the earliest times it was the custom, more 
especially during the stillness of the night, with 
uncovered heads, and under the open vault of heaven, 
to invoke the gods, and to surrender the mind to the 
contemplation of the infinite — ^The regular times of 
prayer were morning and evening ; also the commence- 
ment and the close of meals. Not only too were religious 
transactions, combined with sacrifice, but all the 
important incidents of life began with prayer. The 
assemblies of the people and of the senate, military 
enterprises, contests of all kinds, wagers, even plays, 
were all begun with Zeus, that is, with prayer. In 
Home, it was the custom, according to the directions 
of king Numa, to offer, at the beginning of every year, 
certain prayers and sacrifices for prosperity during its 
course. The presiding magistrate opened all the 
electoral comitia with a solemn carmen precationis; and 
while the musterings of the people on the field of 
Mars, and the sessions of the senate, began with similar 
ceremonies, the consuls, as heads of the republic, were 
inaugurated with a aolemnis votorum nuncupatio in the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus,' etc. Lassaulx supports 
each of these assertions by passages from ancient 
authors. — The passage from Homer is Odyssey 3, 43, 
etc. Melanchthon calls the lines quoted the finest in 
all Homer. The precept of Socrates is in Xenophon, 
Oecon, vi. 1. In this work Xenophon does not even 
let Ischomacus begin instructing his young wife 
in the art of housekeeping, till he has sacrificed and 
prayed, that his teaching and her learning may prosper. 
Many similar passages may be found in Xenophon, 
comp. Nagelsbach, p. 217. The sayings of Plato cited 
in the text are found in Plat. De Legg. iv. p. 356, and 
Tim, pp. 22, 4, etc. Plato himself acts in the same 
manner: Tim, pp. 57, 8 ; De Legg. iv. pp. 347, 1 ; x. 
pp. 193, 11 ; Epinomis, pp. 352, 10. Simila]:ly does 
Demosthenes begin his discourse De corona by invoking 
the gods; and 3ervius, ad JEn. xi 301, afi^rms ojf the 
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Romans: 'Majores nuUam orationem nisi invocatis nnmi- 
nibus, inchoabant, sicut sunt omnes orationes Catonis et 
Gracchi' (Lasaulx, p. 9). Even Julius Caesar approached 
Jupiter Capitolinus step by step upon his knees, vsh^ 
he offered up his thanksgivings after his fourfold 
triumph (Dio Cassius, 43, 21 ; Lasaulx, p. 12). Of the 
various opinions on prayer, I will only further cite those 
of the sophist Maximus of Tyre {Diss. xL p. 207: : 
* Every one ought, like Socrates, whose life was a oun- 
tinuous prayer, to beg for nothing from the ^ods but 
virtue of soul, a quiet mind, a blameless life, and a 
^ death joyful through hope ' (Lasaulx, p. 8). Upon the 
desecration of prayer, however, compare Dollinger, 
Hddenthum und Judenthum^ 1857, p. 635. 

(8) Vinet, Reden ilber rdigiose Gegenstdnde, ubers. 
von Voyely Frankfurt, 1835, p. 345. 

(9) Kant, Religion innerhalb der Qrenzen der blossen 
Vemunft, SdmmU, W,W., edited by Bosenkranz, x. 
236, note. 

(10) On the relations of Christianity and education, 
compare Lubker's Vortrdge iiher Bildung und CAristeii' 
thuTYiy 1863 ; also Harless. Das Cliristenthum und die 
Literatur der aUgemeinen Bildyng, Zeitschr, filr Kirche 
und ProtesantismuSy Nov. 1862, reprinted in his work, 
Das Verhaltniss desOhristenthums zu Cultur undLd>ens- 
fragen der Gegenwarty 1863. With regard to national 
and social life, compare Montesquieu, U esprit des bis, 
xxiv. 3 : * Wondrous phenomenon : the Christian reli- 
gion, whos^ sole object seems to be the happiness of a 
future life, ensures the happiness of this present hfe.' 
And he proceeds to carry out this thought still further, 
especially in opposing Bayle's assertion that Christ- 
ianity is iiTeconcileable with the fulfilment of social 
duties ; comp. Nicolas ii. 345, a section which will re- 
pay perusal. Ziethe, too, calls attention to this saying 
of Montesquieu, and tells also of an Indian Priuce who 
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desired to know the secret of England's greatness, and 
to whom Queen Victoria showed neither her splendid 
navy, her rich revenues, het brave army, or well-filled 
seaports, but delivered to him a Bible with the words, 
* The Word of God is the secret of England's greatness/ 
Hettinger, likewise, p. 407, adduces much that is appro- 
priate to the point in question. I would also remind 
the reader of Goethe's well-known saying (Westostl. 
Divan Works, vol. iv. p. 264): All epochs in which 
faith, under whatever form, has prevailed, have been 
brilliant, heart-elevating, and fruitful, both to contem- 
poraries and posterity. All epochs, on the contrary, in 
which unbelief, under ;Kvhatever form, has maintained a 
sad supremacy, even if for the moment they glitter with 
a false splendour, vanish from the memory of posterity, 
because none care to torment themselves with the 
knowledge of that which has been barren. French 
scholars especially have pointed out the connection of 
the history of human society with religion, and with 
the development of the idea of God.' Thus Franck 
{Etudes Orientates, 1861) endeavours to show how the 
value of a nation's social constitution is proportional to 
the value of its religious idea. And Edgar Quinet, in 
his lectures at Lyons {Unite morale despeuples modemes, 
1839, an appendix to his Oenie des religions) teaches 
that the religious idea is the very essence of civilisar 
tion, and the formative principle of political constitu- 
tions. Benjamin Constant marks the transition to this 
opinion : * He projected his work on religion in the 
spirit of Atheism, but finished it by seeking the neces- 
sary condition of the existence of civilised society in 
the religious sentiment.' Comp. Naville, der Himm- 
lische Va^er, pp. 60. 

(11) Hettinger, p. 519, quotes Guizot's words : 'All 
political and social questions always lead to the religi- 
ous principle for their final solution ;' and Proudhon's 
(in his Confessions of a Sevolutionist) : ' It is surprising 
that as soon as we gb deep into politics we always 
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stumble upon theology/ Proudhon also begins his 
SysUme des contradictions iconomiques, ou philosophic 
de la misere (1846, two vols.), with an investig^ation of 
the idea of a God ; and Guizot makes this thought the 
foundation of his Discours sur IHistoire de la KhvohUioTi 
dAngleterre (1850). 

(12) Guizot, L'eglise, etc. p. 167. 

NOTES TO LECTUEE VII. 

(1) A similar train of thought is found in Nicolas L 
203, etc., who also quotes significant expressions of the 
French philosopher Cousin. ' What is true of the in- 
dividual is true of the human race. A primitive revela- 
tion illumines the cradle of civilization, all ancient 
traditions reach back to an age whan man, having just 
proceeded from the hand of God, received immediately 
from Him all those truths which were soon afterwards 
either obscured or disfigured by time, or by man's 
blundering knowledge.' He refers to a series of pas- 
sages from the ancients which express the same con- 
viction. Plato makes his Socrates appeal to the tradi- 
tion of the aucients who, ' were better than we, and 

stood nearer to the gods,' (oi fih iraXatoi xpiirrang fi/iSi9 
%ai lyyVTSpca SecDv o/xoD^re^ rahrviv r^y ^nf^^iv ^OLpsdoaav) in 

matters of faith and the divine government {Phileb. opp. 
iv. p. 219), in religious knowledge in general {Tim, ix. 
p. 324?), in the question of the immortality of the Soul 
and future retribution. {Opp, ix. p. 115.) And this 
superiority is a fact constantly acknowledged, comp. eg.^ 
Cousin. Eastern traditions were the basis of Plato's 
views, in them lay, so to speak, the material of all his 
thoughts {Traduct de Platon, tom. vi., Notes sur le 
PhMre, Nicolas, L 208) ; or Ackermann : * As often as 
he lays down a doctrine, he appeals to ancient, sacred 
traditions. {Das Christliche in Plato*)^ p. 62. Aris- 

* The Christum SUmerU in PUUo, translated. Edinbursh : T. & 
T. Clark. 
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totle, too, expresses himself similarly to Plato (Metaph. 
xii. 8. De mundo, 6), and Cicero (De legg. ii. 11) : 
• Antiquitas proxime accedit ad deos; also fuse. i. 12. 
Hettinger also coincides with Nicolas and his quota- 
tions, pp. 422, etc. Historical proofs of the greater 
purity of religious notions and worship are also fur- 
nished by Nicolas i. pp. 159, sq. Compare also Liiken, 
Die Traditionen, p. 27, where a series of corresponding 
remarks from Creuzer, W. Schlegel, Movers, Grimm, 
and Gottfr. MuUer is given. 

(2) The first Platonic passage is in the dialogue 
Alcihiddes, ii. p. 150, belonging to the Platonic school. 
Compare also Plato, Folitia, pp. 271-275 : * till One 
comes to instruct us thoroughly. The second passage 
is in Plato, PhusdOy p. 85. These passages have been 
frequently quoted by Apologists : thus, the first by 
Nicolas i. 152, 202 ; ii 123, 126 ; the second by the 
same, i. 260, ii. 409, and also by Hettinger, p. 422. 
Stirm, too, p. 466, and Dalton, pp. 121, 122, 146, call 
attention to them. 

(3) Neander DenhaurdigkeiteHf i. 28. The whole 
section furnishes interesting contributions to this sub- 
ject Xenophanes concludes his work on nature with 
the words : ' No one knows, nor will know, anything 
with certainty concerning the gods, or what I say of the 
universe. For even though he should say what was 
most correct, he still would not know it was so, for 
delusion is our lot in all things.' Fix)m Tholuck, Der 
sittliche Character des Heidenth^ p. 5. 

« 

(4) The first passage from Cicero is in Tusc. i. 11 : 
' Harum sententiarum quae vera sit, deus viderit ; quae 
verisimilis, magna quaestio est.' A similar one will be 
found in De nat. deor,, iii. 39. The second is in Academ. 
qucBst, i. 12 ; the third in Cic. TtfsCj iii. 1, 2 : * igni- 
culos nobis dedit parvulos quos celeriter malis moribus 
opiuionibusque depravati sic restinguimus, ut nusquam 
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naturae Inmen appareat.' Comp. also Nicolas L 260, | 
and ii. 410, and Hettinger, p. 473. 

(5) Kant to Jacobi in Jacobfs Werke, iiL 523. 

(6) Schiller, ^ Die Ounst des Attgenblicks/ and 'Das 
Gluck: 

* From the clouds, from God's breast. 
Must our happiness falL' 

Ah : happy he upon whose birth each god 

Tx)oks down in Iovq, whose earliest sleep the bright 

Idalia cradles, whose young lips the rod 

Of eloquent Hermes kindles ; to whose eyes. 

Scarce wakened yet, Apollo steals in light ; 

While on imperial brows Jove sets the seal of might, etc 

Great is the man, T grant, whose strength of mind 
Self-shapes its objects and subdues the Fates. 
Virtue subdues the Fates, but cannot bind 
The fickle happiness whose smiles awaits 
Those who scarce seek it ; nor can courage earn 
What the grace showers not from her own free via I 
From aught unworthy, the determined will 
Can guard the watchful spirit ; there it ends, — 
The sdl that's glorious from the heaven descends.* 

With Schiller compare Vilmar Vorless, iiber die 6(^ 
chichte der deutschen Nationalliier, 2d edit. 1847, p. 609> 
Mozart's confession that his ideas came to him as in 
dreams, and Goethe's saying to Eckermann, ' all the 
productivity of the highest art, every important aperfu, 
every invention, every great thought which is fruitful 
in results, stands at no man's bidding, but is exalted 
above all earthly power. Man must look on such things 
as an unhoped for gift from above, as the pure offspring 
of God, which he must receive and reverence with 
joyful gratitude. In such cases man is often to be 

* BuLWER*s translation of Schiller's poems. 
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regarded as an instrument, as a vessel found worthy to 
receive a divine influence/ in Dalton, p. 15. 

(7) Plutarch, De recta ratione audievidi (Hettinger, 
p, 507) ; Kant, Religion innerhalh der Orenzen der 
blossen Vemunft, 1793, eta In Kant's Sdmmtl Werken, 
by Rosenkranz, 1838, Part x. Even the title of the 
first treatise is as follows : * On the indwelling of the 
evil together with the good principle, or on the radical 
evil of human nature.' Compare my work. Die Lehre 
vomfreien Willen, etc., 1863, pp. 347, 348 ; also Nicolas 
ii 5. Dalton, p. 49. 

(S) Vol. XXX. "Winckelmann, Antikes. {ffeidnissches 
pp. 10-13 : ' If the modern, at almost every reflection, 
casts himself into the infinite, to return at last, if he 
can, to a limited point ; the ancients feel themselves 
at once, and without further wandering, at ease only 
within the limits of this beautiful world. Here were 
they placed, to this were they called, here their activity 
found space, their passions, objects and nourishment.' 
And then he describes how * heathen feeling produced 
such a 'condition of human existence, a condition 
intended by nature,' that ' both in the moment of sup- 
reme enjoyment and that of deepest sacrifice, nay, of 
ruin, we recognise an indestructibly healthy tone of 
mind. Marklin in Strauss* Leben MdrkliTis, 1851, p. 
127 : ' I would with all my heart be a heathen, for here 
I find truth, nature, greatness.' Strauss calls a Chris- 
tian an angel riding upon a tame animal, and praises 
the ' healthy sensuousness ' of Greek life in Schubart's 
Leben, ii. 461. To which Noth replies in Studien und 
Kriiiken, 1850, 2. And even Goethe admits, in the 
above cited work, p. 14, * that the relation to women, 
which has become so refined and intellectual among 
us, was scarcely raised above the limits of common 
necessity.' 

(9) Compare above, note 14, Lecture II, the contri- 
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butions of Thudichum, in his translation of (Edipus, 
Col. V. 1191, etc. An ancient oracle said to have been 
given to Midas by Silenus, in answer to the question 
what was the happiest lot for man, runs as follows : 
* Oh, ye children of a day, begotten of the unhappy God 
and of the evil Tyche, why do you constrain me to say 
what I had better conceal ? Life hidden from its oira 
evil is easier. Never to be bom is the happiest lot for 
man.' Aristot. ap. Plut. Cons, ad Apoll. a 27. Compare 
this whole work of Plutarch in general. Thus speaks 
also the Delphic oracle in Cicero, Tusc. i 47. And 
Pliny, H.N. vii., in xxviii. 2 : ' Quapropter hoc primum 
in remediis animi sxd habeai, ex omnibus bonis qua 
homini natura trihdt^ nullum indius esse tenipestiva 
morte.* Luken, p. 302 : * The old poets, in general, are 
full of these lamentations ; and Grecian mythology, 
though exhibiting, when compared with the oriental 
religions, with their penances and mortifications, a 
certain outward appearance of cheerfulness, could not • 
conceal its internal characteristic of a certain amount 
of tragic despair, arising from the struggle of the human 
mind against adverse and inexorable fate, — We see the 
philosophers succumb at last to the universal sadness. 
Lasaulx, Abhandlung ilber den Sinn der (Edipttssa^-^ 
Wurzburg, 1841, pp. 10. &c. : * No nation- felt more 
deeply than the Greeks the unhappiness arising from 
the weakness and sin of the natural man. An under- 
tone of lamentation runs through the external splendour 
and joy of Grecian life from its beginning to its close. 
Its greatest poets and sages have repeatedly expressed 
the sentiment, that no mortal can be esteemed happy 
before his death. In every mouth "we find the same 
sad cry : It were better never to have been born ; and 
its fellow : Or to die as soon as possible. Achilles, the 
ideal of Grecian life, was cut off in the flower of life, at 
the commencement of its history ; and Alexander, the 
Macedonian hero, fell in the prime of his youth, at the 
close of its national existence (Hegel's PhUosophie der 
Oesch. p. 232.) The life of (Edipus, too, who may be 
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regarded as a representative Greek, contains little else 
than the fact of this secret unhappiness of Greek con- 
sciousness.' Lasaulx even interprets his name, o7 dimug 
(the two-footed, i.e., man), man of woe. ' Since Greece, 
after all, attained only to a false solution of the riddle 
of human life, it could not but perish.' Lasaulx con- 
cludes his ingenious treatise (p. 13) with the words, 
* Except the legend of Achilles, I know none which 
offers a grander prospect of Greek mythology than that 
of CEdipus.' — With respect to Greek art, Thiersch 
expresses himself in the same sense, at least concerning 
the superlatively beautiful statue of Leucothoe in the 
Glyptothek of Munich, in the Verlianlungen der 
Erlanger PTiUologen Versammlung, p. 46 : * A gentle 
touch of melancholy — a main feature of the hic^her kind 
of beauty — is here unmistakeable,' etc. 1 have else- 
where frequently met with this feature in ancient works 
of art. Compare also Histor-Polit, Blatter, 1864, vol. 
liii. No. 9, p. 765, in an article on * Count Friedr. 
Leopold Stolberg, according to his modern biographers, 
Dr Menge and W. von Bippen : * ' Amidst the various 
notices on this subject (viz., of Stolberg on ancient and 
modem works of art during his stay in Eome 1791-92), 
the acute remark which he makes in this work on the 
character of ancient, in comparison with Christian 
plastic art, and subsequently corroborates in his history 
of the religion of Jesus, is particularly worthy of 
attention. He finds namely, an expression of deep and 
serious melancholy stamped upon the heads of all the 
antique statues, whether of gods or men, — a certain 
character of severity and want of sympathy, which 
hovers, like a dark cloud, suggestive of the notion of 
death, even upon the features of divine and eternal 
youth. This verdict has been almost unanimously con- 
firmed by later aesthetics and connoisseurs, by Solger, 
Schnaase, Lasaulx. — Hegel compares Niobe, whose 
beauty was turned to stone by grief, with the Virgin, 
whose grief was of an entirely different kind : the 
sword pierces through her soul, and her heart la 
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broken ; but she does not turn into stone. She not 
only possessed love, but her whole heart was love — the 
free, concrete, inwardness (lunigkeit) which in the midst 
of bereavement abides in the peace of love. Hegel, 
jEstlietik, edited by V. Hotlio, 2d edition, vol. iiL 
46, and voL ii. 77, 101, 425, etc. Compare also my 
lecture, Ueber die Darstellung des Schmerzes in der 
bildejiden Kunst^ 1864. — On the Indians, see Fr. 
Schlegel, Ueber die Sprache und Weisheit der Inder, 
p. 100 : * If all that the old poets have sung, in 
isolated passages, of the miseries of existence ; if all 
those sad rays of a truly terrible view ot the world 
which the notion of a blind fat-e has scattered amidst 
the legends and histories of various nations in deeply 
significant tragedies, were collected into one picture, 
and the transitory and poetic fancy exchanged for 
real and lasting earnestness, the peculiarity of the 
ancient Indian view would thus be best comprehended' 
Compare also Stirm, p. 200, Hettinger, pp. 512, etc., and 
Nicolas ii. 12, etc. ; who, among other testimonies, cites 
a characteristic expression of Madame de Sevign^ to her 
daughter, in which, in spite of the happiness which her 
life and talents afforded her, she complains of the sorrows 
of life, and still more of death, and continues : * and 
I find death so terrible that T hate life still more 
because it leads thereto, than because it is sown with 
thorns. You will say to me — would I then like to 
live always ? Certainly not ! On the contrary, if my 
opinion had been asked, I would rather have died in 
my nurse's arms.' 

(10) Seneca, De ira iiL 26 ; compare ii. 9 and 27 ; 
De bene/., i. 10. Compare LUken, pp. 403-405. 

(11) Even Bayle asks (Article ManicMens) ! * why 
were not the heathen able to say something more sen- 
sible about it ? It is only by means of revelation that 
we can get over this difficulty.' Nicolas ii. 24. 
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(12) Comp. Liiken, Die Traditionen des Menschen- 
gescldechts, p. 74. 

(13) Very instructive, in this respect, is what we 
read of the life of Perthes {Perthes LebeUy i. 60, etc.), 
who himself passed through the various phases of 
progress, from Kant to Schiller, and thence to Christian 
truth. 

(14) Compare Stahl, Fundamente einer chrisilichen 
PhUosophiey p. 39. 

(15) Schiller, in his Essay on the aesthetic education 
of man (1795) speaks on this point in Letter V., where 
he says that he finds, * in the drama of the present day,' 
on the one hand rank luxuriance, on the other laxity, 
and after depicting its lawlessness, continues, * On the 
other side the civilized classes present the repulsive 
aspect of a laxity and depravity of character, which 
makes us the more indignant, because it has its source 
in culture. The enlightenment of the understanding 
of which the more refined classes not unjustly boast, so 
little exhibits on the whole an ennobling influence upon 
the disposition, that it rather strengthens corruption by 
maxims. . . . Selfishness has planted its system in 
the midst of the most refined society, etc. . . . Cul- 
ture, far from setting us at liberty, only developes with 
every power which she cultivates in us, some new 
want,' etc. 

(16) Eougemont, Christus und seine Zeugen tiebers. 
von Faharitis, 1 859, 245. 

(17) F.g.y Strauss, Leben Jesu, preface xviii.: *The 
chief stumbling-block to our age in the old kind of 
religion, is this delusion of miracles,' xix. 

(18) Eousseau, Lettres de la Montague, p. i, lettre 
iii., (Euvres, Paris, 1820, p. 250: * Cette question 

2 C 
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serieusement trait^e, serait impie, si elle n'etait pas 
absurde : ce serait trop d'honneur k celui qui la resou- 
drait negativenient que de le punir; il sufBrait de 
Tenfermer. Mais aussi quel homme a jamais nie que 
dieu pftt faire des miracles ? ' Comp. also Nicolas iv. 
276-326, and Hettinger, pp. 562 sq. 

(19) Guizot, Veglise, etc., p. 14. 

(20) Ziethe, p. 21. Comp. also Guizot, VeglxsCy etc., 
p. 14 Meditations sur la religion chretienne, pp. 27, 
etc., Hettinger, p. 557. 

(21) Similarly Dalton, p. 185, and Hett. p. 571. On 
the question of miracles compare also the excellent 
treatise of Uhlhorn, Die modemen DarstMungen des 
Lebens Jesu, Hanover 1866, pp. 104, etc., and the 
thorough investigations of Eothe (Zur Dogmatik, 1864, 
pp. 84, etc. Also Grau, Ueber den Olauhen, als die 
hochste Vemunfl, 1865, pp. 11, etc. 

(22) So Ziethe, p. 86, Stirm, p. 445, and modem 
orthodox theology in general. 

(23) Niebuhr, Lebensnachrichten, i. 470, etc. And im- 
mediately before: *He whose earthly life and sufferings 
were depicted, would have, in my estimation, a perfectly 
real existence, and his entire history the same reality, 
even though not one single particular had been literally 
narrated. Hence, even the fundamental fact of miracles 
must, according to my conviction, be conceded ; or 
else the not merely incomprehensible but absurd view 
embraced, that the holiest of men was a deceiver, his 
disciples either deluded or liars, and that deceivers 
preached a holy religion, of which self-denial is the 

chief duty,' etc. {Brief an B , 1812). On the 

miracles of Mohammed, compare Tholuck, Verm. Schr. 
i. 27. The following specimen of the fanciful nature 
of Mohammedan miracles, given by Tholuck in the 
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above named work, may suflBce : ' In order to fulfil a 
test demanded by his adversaries in Mecca, Mohammed 
caused it to become night at mid-day : thereupon the 
moon hastened forwards, performed a seven-fold circuit 
round the Kaaba, and bowed down before it, then did 
obeisance to the prophet, and cried aloud in presence 
of all the inhabitants of Mecca: Peace be unto thee, 
Achmet ! It afterwards went into the prophet's ri^ht 
sleeve, and then came out of his left; and having 
severed itself into two halves, which betook themselves, 
one to the east, the other to the west, and finally re- 
united, it quietly continued its course "without any 
one perceiving any kind of derangement'^^ But all 
these narratives belong to subsequent times, as 
Mohammed himself declared that he was incapable 
of working miracles. Comp. also Ziethe, p. 89. 

(24) A similar examination of testimony is found in 
Hettinger, pp. 528, etc. Compare also Eougemont, 
Christus urid seine Zeugen, p. 126 ; Das Zeugniss der 
Apostely pp. 145, etc., also Auberlen, Die gottliche Offemn 
harung, i 7, etc. 

(25) So especially Holsten, a follower of the so-called 
Tubingen school, in his essay, Die Christusmsion des 
Paulus und die Genesis des paulinischen Evangeliiims, 
ZeitschHft filr wissenschaftliche Theologie, 1861, iii. pp. 
224-284 The appearance of Christ to St Paul, on his 
way to Damascus, is said to have been a purely mental 
occurrence, connected with the peculiar nervous tem- 
perament of the apostle, who was subject to * epileptic 
fits ; * to which also are to be referred the buffetings of 
the messenger of Satan, of which he subsequently speaks 
(p. 251). It is by such means that the effort is made 
to invalidate St Paul's testimony to the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ On the other hand, Beyschlag points out 
in Studien und Kritiken, 1864, No. 2, pp. 197-264, in 
his article, Die Bekekrung des Apostels Paulus mit be- 
sonderer Rucksicht auf die ErkldruTigsversuche von Baur 
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und Hohtm, 1864, No. 2, pp. 197-264, how clearly 
and decidedly Paul distinguishes between inward 
visions and external appearances (compare Acts x. 17, 
xii 9, xviii. 9, xxii. 17, 2 Cor. xii.): 'consequently his 
whole consciousness of apostleship depended on the 
point that he had seen the Lord not merely in a vision, 
but bodily ' (p. 225). Holsten indeed owns that 'criti- 
cism must endeavour to comprehend this vision as the 
inward psychological act of his own mind ; ' in other 
words, criticism cannot upon its own historical assump- 
tions (which deny transcendent casualty in general) 
admit the historical fact. 

(26) Auberlen starts from this point in his above 
cited work, p. 11. Also Uhlhorn, p. 111. 

(27) Baur, Das Chi^enthum und die Kirche der drei 
ersten Jahrh,, a newly revised edition, which appeared 
shortly before the author's death, 1860, iL p. 39^. 

(28) Compare note 24. Baur himself awns, in the 
above-cited work (p. 45), ' If we can only see a miracle 
in his conversion, in his sudden change from the most 
violent opponent of Christianity into its most decided 
herald, it appears so much the greater, since, in this 
revolution of his convictions, he also broke through the 
rQstraints of Judaism, and merged his Jewish exclusive- 
ness in the universal idea of Christianity. Though he 
makes this a purely mental occurrence, he cannot help 
confessing that ' no psychological nor dialectic analysis 
can fathom the mystery of that act by which God re- 
vealed His Son to him.* 

(29) So Nicolas iv. 167. 

(30) Lessing's Works, edited by Lachmann. x. 10. 

(31) From Lessing, notes to Fragment i., 'On the 
crying down of Eeason in Pulpits.* Works, x 14. 
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(32) Goethe, Gesprdche mit' Echermann, iL 132 : 

* Man is an obscure being/ etc. Compare also i. 226, 
227, iii. 199. *We are all walkUig in the midst of 
mysteries ' (iii. 200). Sprilche in Prosa, Works iii. 169, 
298, 325. Faust 1st and 2d parts, Works, 11, 30, 12, 
15. Comp. Stirm, p. 442, Hett. p. 438, on Newton, 
comp. Nicolas, i. 112. 

(33) Stahl, Fundamente einer christlichen PhUosophie, 
p. vii 

(34) Compare Fabri, Briefe gegen Materialismvs, p. 
163. 

(35) Pasc. Pens, ii. 347 (186). Also the next sentence, 

* Que si les choses naturelles la surpassent, que dira-t- 
on des sumaturelles ? Hamann's saying in Hettinger, 
p. 419. Compare also the whole of Hamann's intro- 
duction to his biblischen Betrdchtungen., i 15-63, and L 
103. ' The further reason penetrates, the thicker is the 
labyrinth in which she is lost.' 

(36) Fechner, Die drei Motive und Grilnde des 
Olavhens, p. 4. With the former comp. Nicolas iv. 419. 

(37) Gesprdche mit Eckermann, i. 227. 

(38) Compare Hettinger, p. 445 ; also Bacon, * Do 
augment, scientise, x. 1 :' *Modo animus ad amplitudinem 
mysteriorum pro modulo suo dilatetur, non mysteria ad 
angustias animi constringantur.' 

(39) Pascal is ever returning to this opposition of 
Christianity to our reason, and using it as a proof of its 
truth. Compare e^g,y Pens, ii. 105 (181), with reference 
to the doctrine of the fall and that of hereditary sin, or 
ii. 145 (184), * le christianisme est etrange,' etc. ; — il 
146 (211) : ' sources des contrari^tfe: un dieu humili^, 
et jusqu'^ la mort de la croix ; un Messie triomphant 
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de la mort par sa mort ; deux natures en Jesus Christ/ 
etc. — CompaFe also Weingarten (Pasc. ah Apohget des 
Chrvitenthums, 1863, p. 28) : * The concluding idea of 
the Fences is the divine irony of Christianity, by which 
the apparently false and incredible is used as an evi- 
dence of truth, that irony of which St Paul speaks in 
his first Epistle to the Corinthians, and which is 
expressed also in that well-known saying of Tertullian, 
which 'might if anything could, serve as a motto to the 
Fens4es : ' Credo quia absurdum, cum credimus, nihil 
desideramus ultra credere.' 

(40) Julius Miiller in the DeuUchen Zeitschr,, fUr 
christlichen Wissenschaft, etc., 1853, No. 36, p. 240. 

(41) Pascal., Pens, ii. 146 (182). 

(42) Pasa Pens. ii. 172. The same thought 'La 
seule religion contre la nature, contre le sens commun, 
contre nos plaisirs, est la seule qui ait toujours 6t6.' 

(43) Pasc. Pens, ii. 156. 

(44) Pasc. Pens, ii. 204 (198). 

(45) Pasc. Pens, ii. 348 (187). 

(46) Pasc. Pens, ii 347 (186). 

(47) Nicolas ii. 300, uses this expression of Plato. 

(48) Pasc. Pens. I 156 (30, 31). 

NOTES TO LECTUEE VIII. 

(1) Stirm gives a very good and brief representation 
of heathenism in the 10th letter of his apology, pp. 
355-392. 
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(2) Compare e.gr., Both, Die hochsten Ootter der 
arischen Volkerin the Zeitschr. der deutschen morgen" 
Idndischen Oesellschaft, 1852, i. pp. 67-77, where it is 
shown that the gods were originally gods of light, and 
were conceived of rather as moral powers than as 
powers of nature. Thus the divine name detis and 
other similar names (Sanscrit root div) refer to the notion 
of light. A series of expressions from Plato, Aristotle, 
and others indicating the same conviction is given by 
Tholuck in his work, Der sittliche Charakter des HeidL- 
enthums, 3d edition, 1867, pp. 1, etc. 

(3) So we are informed by Plutarch in the Life of 
Numa^ cap. viii., and Varro in Augustine's De CiviL 
iv. 31. Varro appeals to the example of the Jews, who 
also worship the deity without images. Compare 
Tholuck's above named work, pp. 35, eta 

(4) Kg.y Wuttke, Die Oesehickte des Heidenthvms^ i. 
p. 19. There are also some good remarks on this sub- 
ject in a lecture On the Origin of the 0. T. Eeligion, 
by Dillmann, 1865, e.g,y p. 7 : *The heathen religions 
are all religions of nature, their principle is the deifica- 
tion of nature, their gods the powers of nature,' &c. 
This principle is also determinative of the different 
grades of heathenism. Either natural things (as in 
Fetishism), or the forces of nature (the generative and 
productive forces), or the laws of nature (the stars), or 
the life of nature, or the ideas of nature which repre- 
sent its acts, as in Egypt, become objects of adoration, 
till in Greece the idea of laan is worked out. 

(5) Compare on this monotheistic feature Nagelsbfich, 
Horn. Theologie, p. 127 ; on this feature especially in 
Aeschylus, Nagelsbach Nachhom. Theologie, p. 138. 
For involuntary expressions of this direct feeling, see 
Tholuck s above named work, p. iv. On the mono- 
theistic features in these religions in general, comp. 
Dillmann, p. 9 sq. 
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(6) Compare the conclusion of KTagelsbach's Nach- 
homer. Theologie, p. 476. 

(7) Plutarch considered this phenomenon important 
enough to write a special work on the subject De de- 
fectu Oraculorum, in which he refers, in support of the 
view that the Geni die, and that the oracles cease with 
them, to the story, so iuuch discussed at Rome in the 
time of Tiberius, of the lament which was heard from 
a solitary rocky island of the Mediterranean, * Great 

Pan is dead * {Uav 6 fi^yai ri^vrixtv). 

(8) Nagelsbach, Nachhomer. Theologie^ p. 432. 

(9) On the immoral influence of the Greek mytho- 
logy and religion compare in the already cited treatise 
of Tholuck the special condemnation of the myths of 
the poets pronounced by Plato and others, pp. 10, etc.; 
on the immorality of heathen worship, pp. 62 and 75, 
etc.; also Tzschirner, Fail des Heidenthums, i. 1829, p. 
26, note. For examples of the influence of certain 
works of art, Plin, H. Nat 36, 5. Hence the attacks 
upon heathen art in the ancient Church. Avgtisiinus 
De dv, Dei, ii. 7. Clem, Alex. Strom, v. 5 ; Frotrept, ii. 
Tertul. De idolol. iii Compare Kunstblatt, 1831, No. 
28, ' On the causes and limits of the hatred of art in 
the three first centuries after Christ' Griineisen, also, 
in his excellent article, ' On the morality of Greek art * 
{Zeitschr,fur histor, Theol. 1833, No. 3, pp. 1-113), while 
thoroughly appreciating the moral nobleness of early 
Greek art, most emphatically points out the immoral 
influence of its later productions (p. 91). And to add 
an entirely unprejudiced witness, compare Augsburg. 
Allgem. Zeitung, 1864, No. 2, appendix, * On the latest 
excavations of Pompeii,' in which the writer, after 
speaking of the obscene paintings discovered, says: 

* One might almost venture, in the midst of such 
horrors, to admit that it was high time these were 
covered by the terrible agency of the volcano, by the 
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pure mantle of Christianity I For if such was the state 
of things in a Eoman country town, what must it have 
been in Rome itself, or in those schools of dissoluteness, 
Corinth and Alexandria?' Compare also Nagelsbach, 
Nachhomerische Theologies 1858, pp. 234, etc. ; Becker, 
CharicleSy 2d edition, ii. 199 (* We would rather turn 
our eyes from a picture so revolting to our moral feel- 
ing, and for the honour of humanity doubt the existence 
of such degrading impulses *) ; Frdr. Hennann, Privat- 
AUerthumer, sees. 29, eta Copious information on 
these subjects will also be found in Bollinger, Heiden- 
thum und Jvdenthum, pp. 638, etc., 683, etc., 718, etc. ; 
Stirm, p. 232 ; Nicolas, i. 232, etc. 

(10) Cicero, De invent, i. 29: Eos qui philosophicB 
operam dant non arbitrari deos esse. Tholuck, p. 51. 

(11) Lucretius, L 932 : Religionum animum nodis 
exsolvere pergo. 

(12) Plutarch, De superstitione. Compare Stirm, p. 
164 ; Tholuck, p. 57. How this superstition sought to 
form itself into a systematic view of the world and of 
life, may be perceived from A. v. Harless's interesting 
work, Das Buck von den dgyptischen Mysterien, Zur 
Oeschischte der Selbstauflosung des heidniscfien Heiden- 
thums, 1858. 

(13) On the moral earnestness of ancient £ome, 
compare Tholuck, pp. 27, etc. 

(14) On Socrates in general, compare Hettinger, pp. 
818, etc., and the able little work of Fred. v. Eouge- 
mont, Socrate et Jesus Christ. On the moral principles 
of Socrates concerning obedience to the laws of the 
state, Xen. Memorabilia, iv. 4, 12, vi. 6 : on the relation 
to friend and enemy : vixay rovg fuv ^ikovg eS ^omvra, roC^ 
ds tX^poui xaxZg, ii. 6, 35 ; and Plato, Crito, T. viii. 178, 
comp£u:e Schmidt^ Die bilrgerl. OeseUschaft in der alirom 
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Welt iihers. v. Richard, 1857, p. 18 : on his recom- 
mendation of association with courtesans, i. 3, 14 : on 
his conversation with the courtesan Theodota, ii. 11; 
Zeller, Philosophie der Griechen, 2d edition, ii. 1. 75 ; 
Nagelsbach, Nachhommerische Theologie, p. 236. Rous- 
seau's saying concerning Socrates and Christ, EmU'C^ iv. 
vol. ii. p. 110 : * Quels prejugds, quel aveuglement ne 
faut il point avoir pour oser comparer le fils de Sophron- 
isque au fils de Marie? Quelle distance de Tun a 
I'autre !' P. Ill : * Qui, si la vie et la mort de Socrate 
sont dun sage, la vie et la mort de J^sus sont d'un dieu.' 
On the political character of ancient morality, compare 
also Jacobi, Woldemar, Works, v. 582. 

(15) Compare Neander, Wissenschaftl. AhhandZungeih 
edited by Jacobi, 1851, pp. 140-214: on the relation of 
Grecian to Christian ethics. 1. Stoicism ; 2. Socrates 
and Plato ; 3. Aristotle. On Aristotle, compare also 
Jacobi, V. 421. Zeller also {Philosophie der Oriechen, 
ii. 1, 569) says, that 'Plato, when speaking of the 
gravest moral errors, expresses himself with a lenity 
which would seem to us extraordinary, ff we did not 
remember that he was himself a Greek.' On his low 
estimate of the relations between man and woman, com- 
pare the same work, p. 570. The saying of Augustine, 
quoted in the text, is in De civ, Dei, viiL 5. 

(16) Such was the argument with which Christian 
authors subsequently encountered the Platonists, e.g., 
Arnobius {Adv. Gervtes, ii. p. 39): 'You,' he says to the 
Platonists, * seek the salvation of your souls in your- 
selves, and think you become gods by virtue of your 
own innate strength. We, on the contrary, promise 
ourselves nothing from our own weakness, and find, 
when we look at our own nature, that it has no strength, 
and is conquered whenever circumstances are adverse, 
by its own passions,' etc. Compare Harless, Dae Buok 
V. d, dgypt Mysterien, p. 110. 

(17) Neander in the above cited work, 1. Stoicism. — 
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The remark on the non-acquaintance of the heathen 
■world with the notion of humility, and the change in 
the meaning of the word humilitas has been repeatedly 
made by apologists ; compare e.g., Stirra, p. 236 ; Ziethe, 
p. 38 ; and see notices in Latin lexicons. Schmidt, p. 
14, says, * Humility, i.e., a low position, was a reason for 
contempt in the eyes of ancient heathen philosophers 
{e.g.j Cic. Ttcsc.y v. 10) ; from their purely external stand- 
point, they could form no conception that the name 
humility would one day be given to one of the brightest 
virtues.* It is well known how little Stoicism knew 
of the virtue of love (compare Schmidt, p. 300), and 
that the maxim of the founder of this school, was 
* neither forgiveness nor alms.' If other principles were 
subsequently expressed, this must be attributed to the 
influence which Christianity had begun to exercise. 

(18) Certainly Epicurus meant chiefly intellectual 
pleasure, but not apart from bodily pleasure. In his 
school the consequences of^this dangerous principle 
were soon carried out. Compare Zeller, Die Philoso- 
phie der Chriechen, 2d edition, iii. 1, 1, p. 405. That 
this school knew no independent spiritual power of 
morality, but was actuated only by calculations of what 
was necessary, compare the same work, pp. 406, etc. 

(19) Quintil. Instit i. Proem. Cicero, in Tusc. ii. 4, 
speaks in the strongest terms of the striking contrast 
between the doctrines arid the lives of the philosophers, 
and gives a very bad account of the latter, Dollinger, p. 
605 ; Tholuck, p. 52. 

(20) Zeller substantially admits this, although he 
defends Seneca against the reproaches of a Dio Cassius 
and others, iii 1, I. pp. 641, etc. On the morals of 
Seneca, and the unconscious influence exercised upon 
him by Christianity, compare Schmidt, pp. 303, etc. 
TertuUian calls him, Seneca noster. De anima, c. 1 9 ; 
compare Schmidt, p. 321. 
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(21) E.g.f the well-known passage from Seneca, De ira, 
ii. 8, 9: * Everything is full of vices and crimes; more are 
committed than can be expiated by punishra^t. There 
is, as it were, a great struggle who shall exceed in 
turpitude. Day by day the love of sin increases, and 
shame diminishes. All respect for goodness and justice 
has disappeared, and desire rushes whither it will 
Crime no longer hides, but exposes itself unabashed to 
the gaze of all. With such publicity, indeed, does vice 
appear, and such is the power it has attained over the 
minds of all, that innocence is not merely rare, but in 
general not to be found/ etc. The same, iiL 26 : ' Why 
should I conceal under gentle terms the universjd 
malady? We are all wicked. What one blames in 
another, each may find in his own breast. We live 
wickedly among the wicked.' Seneca consoles himselt 
like many others of those times, with the world's 
approaching destruction, according to ancient predic- 
tion, when the old race of men shall perish, and a new 
manhood, free from crimes, shall arise {et dabitur terris 
homo inscius scelerum). Compare Liicken, p. 305. In 
the same manner does Marcus Aurelius complain rSt 
nephg iaurh, that * faith and honour, justice and truth, 
have vanished from the wide earth, and departed to 
heaven.' And Juvenal exclaims, Sat. xiii. 26-30 : * The 
good are rarely to be found ; they are hardly as nume- 
rous as the mouths of the Nile or the gates of Thebes. 
Truly the present is a ninth age of the world, far worse 
than that iron age, and one to express whose badness 
nature itself can furnish no name, and has produced no 
metal.' Again, xv. 70, 71 : * The expectation of the 
worlds destruction isfrequentlyexpressed.' ThusSeneca 
the poet, in his Hercules in (Eta, puts into the mouth 
of the ancient minstrel Orpheus a prediction of the 
destruction of the world and of the gods (v. 1103-1115) 
' When law and morality have perished, and the last 
day approaches, the south pole will be buried, etc. 
Titan's broken ray will tremblingly seek the lost day. 
Then will Heavens fortress be utterly overturned, 
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ruining both east and west. And all the gods, without 
distinction, will depart to death and night/ Also 
Seneca, De beneficiis vi. 22 ; Sen. Thy est. 831. Virgilii 
Oeoi^gica, i. 468 : Any unusual natural phenomena 
inspii'ed men with a fear of the world's destruction. 
This was especially the case at the terrible eruption of 
Vesuvius. Dio Cass. Tit. 66, and Plin. Sec. Upp. vi. 
20 ; also Senecce Qiuiest. not. iii. 5. The custom, how- 
ever, was not to speak of * the last day,' but character- 
istically of * the last night.' Compare Doring on Pliny's 
above named work. 

(22) Corroborations will be found in Luken, pp. 312, 
etc. On the legend of Prometheus, compare also 
Lasaulx, Prometheus. Die Sage und i/ir Sinn, Wiirzburg, 
1843, in which the almost Messianic character of this 
legend is ingeniously developed, but from too Christian 
a point of view, on which account it has been opposed 
by even like-minded philologists. Comp. Nagelsbach 
Nachhomer. Theol. p. 484. 

(23) Plato, De Repuhl, ii. pp. 361 sq. Compare also 
Kousseau, Emile, i. iv. vol. ii. pp. 199, etc. * Quand 
Platon peint son juste imaginaire convert de tout 
Topprobre du crime et digne de tons les prix de la 
vertu, il peint trait pour trait J^sus Christ : la resem- 
blance est si frappante, que tons les p^res Tout sentie 
et qu il n'est pas possible de s*y tromper.' This Platonic 
passage has been frequently quoted by both ancient 
and modern Christian apologists. 

(24) Cic. Tusc. ii. 22 : *Quem (viz., in quo erit perfects 
sapientia) adhuc nos quidem vidimus neminem, sed 
philosophorum sententiis, qualis futuris sit, si modo 
aliquando fuerit, exponitur/ 

(25) The first passage, Virg., Eel. iv. ; compare 
Augustinus, De civ. Dei, x. 27. The second passage, 
./En. vi 27; compare also Luken, p, 35f6. On the 
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expectations of a Jewish ruler of the world, which were 
often referred to Vespasian, compare Suetonius, Vita 
Vespas. 4f and 5. Dio, Vespasianus 64, ]. Taciti Hist, 
V. 13, and i. 10, 2, 1 and 28. Josephus, De belio Jud, 
V. 3 and elsewhere. * Throughout the East,' says 
Suetonius, in the first passage, 'an old and estab- 
lished opinion was disseminated, that it was decreed 
by fate that they who were to possess the sovereignty 
of the world were to arise from Judea*' So also Tacitus 
and Jo3ephus. 

(26) Tert. Apolog.^ xvii., but especially in his work 
De testimmiia animce, where he says : * The truer the 
testimony of the soul the simpler it is, the simpler th6 
more popular, the more popular the more universal, the 
more universal the more natural, and the more natural 
the more divine.' Compare especially chap. ii. Also 
Minucii Folicis Octaviua, 18 ; and Cyprianus, De idol, 
vanit. (0pp. per Jo. Oxon 1690, pt. 15). 



NOTES TO LECTURE IX. 

(1) On the importance of the state, as the condition 
of all morality and piety, compare Nagelsbach, Nach- 
homerische Theologies pp. 288 fif. On the deficiencies 
of cosmopolitanism, the same, p. 298 ; Orig. c. CeU. il 
46 ; DoUinger, pp. 664 ff. Neander Denkw, i. 39. On 
the general subject of the preparation for Christianity 
during the prae- christian ages, comp. especially Stirm, 
p. 152, where Poly bins (i. 3) is referred to, as expressing 
his conviction, that history, which had been hitherto 
sporadic, was becoming a whole in which all nations 
were acting one upon another. Also, Nicolas ii. pp. 
162, 165, 170. See, moreover, the opinion expressed 
by John v. Miiller — already quoted. Note 18 to Lecture 
3 — as showing that Christianity is the aim of the entire 
historical development by which it was preceded. 
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(2) Further details may be found in ecclesiastical 
histories, as e.g,, in Gieseler, 1. sec. 40 ; Volksstimmungen 
im romischen Reich gegen das Christenthurriy where will 
be found a collection of heathen objections. Pascal, 
Pens. ii. 319 (223) : * Tout ce qu'il y a de grand sur la 
terre s'unit: les savants, les sages, les rois, les uns 
^crivent, les autres condamnent, les autres tuent. Et 
nonobstant toutes ces oppositions, ces gens simples et 
sans force r^istent k toutes ces puissances et se 
soumettent mera^ ces rois, ces savants, ces sages, et 
&tent ridol&trie de toute la terre. Et tout cela se fait 
par la force qui I'avait pr^dit.' Schmidt, too, well shows 
how everything seemed to combine against Christianity, 
pp. 266, etc. A complete representation of this conflict 
is given by Kritzler. DieHeldenzeiteii des Christenthums, 
I 1856. 

(3) Tacitus, Ann. xv. 44 : * Multitudo ingens, baud 
^ perinde in crimine incendii, quam odio humani generis 

sunt.' 

(4) Plin., Epp. v. 97 : * Affirmabant banc fuisse sum- 
mam vel culpae suae vel erroris, quod essent soliti stato 
die ante lucem convenire carmenque Christo quasi Deo 
dicere secum invicem. seque sacramento non in scelus 
aliquod obstringere, sed he furta, ne latrocinia, ne adul- 
teria committerunt,* etc. 

(5) Tertullian, Apolog. 37. 

(6) The number of the martyrs has indeed been 
frequently exaggerated, and their histories embellished ; 
but we have also trustworthy accounts which present 
ns with a striking image both of the unusual sufferings 
inflicted upon the Christians, and of the fortitude and 
faith with which they were endured. Ignatius, bishop 
of Antioch, who was taken to Eome, and there cast to 
the lions, A.D. 107, exclaiming, * T am God's wheat, and 
must be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I 
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may be found His pure bread ; and Polycarp, the vener- 
able bishop of Smyrna, condemned to the flames, A.D. 
169, whose last words were, * I have been six-and-eighty 
years in His service, and He has never harmed me ; how 
then could I blaspheme Him, my King and Saviour !' 
were worthy successors of the apostles whose disciples 
they were. The martyrs, too, of Lyons and Vienne, 
A.D. 177, especially the tender Blandina, whose uncon- 
querable fortitude extorted the admiration of the very 
heathen ; Perpetua and Felicitas of Carthage, A.D. 202, 
whose love to Christ was strong enough to conquer even 
mateinal love, and many others, are ever memorable 
examples of Christian faithfulness even unto death. 
Compare the narratives in Eusebius, Ecdesiasticdl His- 
tory, iii. 20, iv. 15, 16, v. 1, vL 4!l, 42, etc. 

(7) Laurent, Etudes sur VHistoire de VHurrvanii^, voL 
v., p. 596 ; in Hettinger, p. 778. See the same thought 
in Stirm, p. 450. 

(8) Pens, ii p. 337 (234) : * Mahomet en tuant, J&us 
Christ en faisant tuer les siens. Enfin cela est si con- 
traire, que si Mahomet a pris la voie de r^ussir humaine- 
«ient, J&us Christ a pris celle de perir humainement ; 
et qu'au lieu de conclure que puisque Mahomet a 
r^ussi, J^sus Christ a bien pu reussir, il faut dire que 
puisque Mahomet a r^ussi J^sus Christ (according to 
another reading, le christianisme), devait p^rir.' Pascal 
adduces in the context, a series of other differences. 
Thus p. 335 (233). * Tout homme pent faire ce qu'a 
fait Mahomet, car il n'a point fait des miracles, il n'a 
point i\& predit Nul homme ne pent faire ce qu'a fait 
J^sus Christ' P. 336 (282) : ' Quels miracles dit-il 
lui-m§me avoir faits ? Quel myst^re a-t-il ensign^ selon 
8a tradition meme, quelle morale et quelle fi^cit^ ? — 
Mahomet non predit, Jesus Christ predit 

(d) On this moral miracle, compare also Nicolas iv. 
286, 356. On the moral influence of Christianity com- 
pare NeaiKler's Lenkw., L 19. 
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(10) Tert. Apolog, 39 : ' Vide, inquiunt, ut invicem 
se diligant (ipsi enim invicem oderunt), et pro alterutro 
mori sint parati (ipsi enim ad occidendum altemtrum 
paratiores).' Stirra, p. 239 ; Schmidt, pp. 289, etc., 
cites almost all the passage^ quoted in this and the 
following notes. 

(11) The heathen Csecilius in the Octavius of Minn- 
cius Felix, c. 9. 

(12) Julian, Ep. 49 ad Arsacium, pontif. Galatim ; 
Lucian, De morte Peregrini, 13 (337 sq.) ; Galenus, in 
Abulfeda historia anteislamica, ed. Fleischer, 1831, p. 
109. *Most men, being incapable of understanding 
logical arguments concerning truth, need instruction 
through parables ; thus those who are called Christians 
derive their faith from the parables of their Master. 
They sometimes act, however, like those who follow 
true philosophy. There are some among them who, in 
their zeal to control themselves, and to live honourably, 
have succeeded in becoming in nothing inferior to true 
philosophers. 

(13) Libanius in Chrysost. ad viduam junior^ c, 2, 1, 
p. 349 ; Hettinger, p. 758 not^. Stirm, p. 270. 

(14) Tert., Apol 50 : * Nee quidquam tamen proficit 
exquisitior queeque crudelitas vestra illecebra est mngis 
sectae ; plures efficimur, quoties metimur a vobis ; 
semen est sanguis Christianorum. Ilia ipsa obstinatio,' 
continues TertuUian, *quam exprobratis, magistra est. 
Quis enim non contemplatione ejus concutitur ad re- 
quirendum, quid intus in re sit ? Quis non ubi requi- 
sivit, accedit? ubi accedit, pati exoptet?* It was thus 
that Justin Martyr especially, according to his own 
confession, was led to be a Christian. 

(15) Lact., InstiL Div. v. 18 ; Hett. 774. And espe- 
cially Schmidt, pp. 290, etc. Compare with the words 

2d 
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following a passage to the same effect in Kritzlers Die 
Heldenzeiten des GhristenthumSy i,, 1856, p. 94 

(16) Tert, Apol. 2 : ' Christianum hominem omnium 
scelerum reiun, deorum imperatorum, legum, moruiu, 
nature totius inimicum existimas, c. 45 publici hostes 
Christiani. — Nos nolunt Romanos haberi, sed hostes 
principum Romanorum.' — Minucii Felicis, Octavius, c 
14. The heathen Caecilius : * Vos vero suspensi interim 
atque soliciti honestis voluptatibus abstinetis : non spec- 
taeula visistis, non pompis interestis, convivia publica 
absque vobis, sacra certamina, prsecerptos cibos et deli- 
batos altaribus potius abhorretis. Non floribus caput 
nectitis, non corpus odoribus honestatis, reservatis, un- 
giienta funeribus, coronas etiara sepulcris denegatis^ 
pallidi, trepidi, misericordia digni et nostrorum deorum; 
c. 8 : Latebrosa et lucifuga natio, in publicum muta, in 
angulis garrula ; c. 12 : Ecce pars vestrum major et 
melior ut dicitis, egetis, algetis, ope, re, fame laboratis, 
etc. ; c. 5 : Indignandum omnibus, indolescendumque 
est, audere quosdam, et hoc studiorum rudes, literarum 
profanes, expertes artium etiam hisi sordidarum, certum 
aliquid de sumraa rerura ac maj estate decernere, de 
qua tot omnibus seculis sectarum plurimarum usque 
adhuc ipsa philosophia deliberat ; c. 12 : Proinde si 
quid sapientise vobis aut verecundiae est, desinite caeli 
plag{\s et mundi fata et secreta rimari; satis est pro 
pedibus'adspicere, maxime indoctis, impolitis, rudibos 
AGKESTIBUS, quibus non est datum intelligere civilia, 
multo magis denegatum est disserere divina.' 

(17) Celsus calls Christianity pdppapov doy/Lu {Ori- 
genes contra Cels. i. 2). comp. Baur, Dogniengesch, i. 1, 
p. 305. And Tatian, the apologist, owns to having 
found the truth in this "barbarous philosophy" (j8a^/3af>o{ 
p/Xotfop/a, c. 28, 29, 35) ; Schmidt, p. 280. 

(18) Compare also Guizot, L'eglise, pp. 153 ff. : ' C'est 
le principe et le fait chr^tien par excellence d*avoir 
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chass^ de la pensde humaine cette iniquity, et d'avoir 
^tendu k rhumanit^ tout enti^re ce droit k la justice, k 
lit sympathie, k la libarte, born^ jusque-lJt k un petit 
norabre et subordonu^ k d'inexorabl^s conditions. On 
a dit d'un grand philosophe que le genre humain avait 
perdu ses titres et qu*il les lui avait rendus ; flatterie 
d^uiesur^e et presque idolatre. Ce n'est pas Montes- 
quieu, c'est J^sus Christ qui a rendu au genre humaiu 
ses titres. Jesus Christ est venu relever I'liomme sur la 
terre, en ni6me temps que le racheter pour Teternite, 
Tunitd de Dieu raaintenue chez les juifs, I'unite de 
rhomme r^tablie chez les Chretiens, k ces traits dclatants 
se revile Taction divine dans la vie de Thumanitd/ etc. 
P. 156 : * Cette civilisation est surtout le fruit de cette 
grande idee que tout homme, k ce titre seul qu'il est 
honime, a droit k la justice, k la sympathie, et k la 
liberte. Cette idee a sa source dans I'Evangile ; c'est 
Jeaus Christ qui I'a fait entrer dans le cceur humain 
pour passer, de \ky dans I'etat social.' Stirm, p. 253, as 
also the eighth letter of Stirni's Apology generally, in 
which he furnishes most abundant contributions to the 
history of the moral renovation eflfected by Christianity. 
Very comprehensive proofs are also found in the already 
often quoted work of C. Schmidt Essai historiqus sur la 
society civile dans le mmide romain, etc., 1 853. 

(19) Montesquieu, Esprit des lois, viii. 9, in Nicolas 
i. 251, where a series of special proofs are cited. 

(20) Neander, Denhw, i. 42, and the passage there 
quoted from Tert. ad Scapidam, 2. 

(21) Thus Voltaire computed that about ten million 
men had been slaughtered under the pretext of the 
Christian religion, and adds to this computation the 
triumphant exclamation, 'Eeligion chr^tienne, voilJi 
tes effets !' Stirm, p. 191.. 

(22) So also Goethe : * The greatest honour is due to 
the Christian religion, for continually proving its pure 
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and noble origin by coming forth again, after the great 
aberrations into which human perversity has led it, 
more speedily than was expected, with its primitive 
special charm as a mission, a family friend, a brother- 
hood, for the relief of human necessity/ Stirm, p. 193. 

(23) A brilliant description of this universality of 
Christianity is given in Kahni's Dogmatik, i pp. 671- 
674. 
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(1) Jean Paul (Fredr. Richter), Ueber den Oott in 
der Geschichte und in Leben ; SdmrrUl Werke, 33, 6 ; 
Stirm, p. 194!. 

(2) Acts ix. 14, 21 (xxii. 16) ; 2 Cor. L 2 ; 1 Tim. ii 
22. 

(3) Plinii Sec, Epist. x. 97. Compare above, note 4 
to Lecture ix. 

(4) Compare the proof of this in Beyschlag's lecture 
on Eenan's Life of Jesus, 1864, pp. 45, etc. 

(5) For information on the subject of the gospels, I 
would refer the reader to Uhlhorn's Die modemen Dar- 
stdlungen, etc., Lecture iii.. The Gospels, pp. 69, etc., 
and to Tischendorf's Wann wurden unsere Evangelism, 
verfasst f 4th ed. 1866. 

(6) The fact that our four gospels were in the last 
decade of the second century regarded as exclusively 
valid and canonical, is undeniable. Of this the writings 
of IrenjEus, Bishop of Lyons, who lived about that time, 
and also the catalogue of the New Testament writings 
known by the name of the Muratorian Canon of A.D. 
170, as well as the Syriac and Latin translations of the 
New Testament of that date are sufficient proofs. But 
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even in the writings of Justin Martyr, who, according 
to common consent, wrote his Apology in the year 1 38, 
the Gospels, and especially that of St. John, receive 
nnraistakeable testimony (corap. my articles on Justin 
Martyr and the Gospel of St John in the Erlanger 
ZeitschHft fur Protestantismus vmd KirchCy 1856, April 
to August). The lately authenticated quotation, more- 
over, in the epistle to Barnabas, which cites a passage 
of St. Matthew's Gospel as a passage of the canonical 
scriptures, takes us still farther back. Comp. Tischen- 
dorf, p. 94. Hence we are referred to the end of the 
first century, not merely for the composition, but for 
the ecclesiastical recognition of the gospels, that is to a 
period too near to that of the men under whose names 
these writings were promulgated, for any mistake about 
their titles to be possible. Thiersch {Versuch zurHers- 
tellung des histor. Standpunkts, etc., 1845, p. 317,) justly 
insists, moreover, that the testimony of individual Chris- 
tian writers to the gospels has not merely the impor- 
tance of an individual judgment, but is an expression 
of the judgment of the church in general 

(7) On this conservative character of the early Church 
compare Thiersch. 318, etc. 

(8) Compare Tischendorf, p. 99. 

(9) These references reach back to the first half of 
the second century. 

(10) Compare Tischendorf, pp. 75, eta 

(11) Modem criticism has specially adduced this 
argument in justification of its preference for St. Mark's 
Gospel, but it is no less applicable to the others. Com- 
pare also Hettinger, p. 622 ; Weiss, Seeks Vortrdge 
iiber die Person Jesu Christ, p. 53, who quotes Ewald's 
saying, that our Gospels are pervaded by a charming 
spirit of originality and freshness, nay, by an atmo- 
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sphere which indicates the immediate presence of Jesus 
Christ. 

(12 J Weiss, Seeks Vortrdge, etc. p. 45 : Let the 
whole sacred portraiture of the Redeemer, so superhu- 
manly sublime, yet so humanly true to life, thus drawn 
by our evangelists, so unique and ever consistent with 
itself, not only in the general outlines, but in every 
individual feature, in every word, in every even inci- 
dentally mentioned circumstance, be considered, and 
especially the history of our Lord's passion, — a history 
so entirely conquering every objection of this kind by 
its marked originality under every aspect; nay, let what 
is written in the Gospels be but read and heard, and 
every further inquiry postponed, and then let it be 
confessed whether we are not irresistibly possessed with 
the conviction : this cannot be mere human invention ; 
this Jesus must have actually lived in all essential 
particulars as He is here reported to have done.. For 
that the mind of sinful beings should conceive even the 
general notion of such a man would be a miracle; 
while that such a notion should be carried out with 
such vividness by authors who were at all events, 
originally uneducated, and at first independent of 
each other, would have been, unless this man had 
really lived, and had been seen by them, not merely a 
miracle, but an impossibility.' With this may be 
compared certain expressions of Bousseau, Emile, i. iv. 
p. 109 : ' Je vous avoue aussi que la saintet^ de TEvan- 
gile est un argument qui parle h, mon cceur et auquel 
j'aurais nieme regret de trouver quelque bonne reponse. 
Voyez les livres des philosophes avec toute leur pompe, 
qu'ils sont petits prfes celui-k ! Se peut-il qu'un livre 
k la fois si sublime et si simple soit Touvrage des 
hommes ? Se peut-il que celui dont il fait I'histoire ne 
soit qit'un homme lui-rnSme? Est-ce.lk le ton d'un 
enthousiaste ou d*un ambitieux sectaire ? Quelle 
douceur, quelle purete dans ses mceurs ; quelle grace 
touohaiite dans ses instiiictions ! quelle elevation 
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dans ees maximesl quelle profonde sagesse dans ses 
discours ! quelle presence d'esprit, quelle finesse et 
quelle justesse dans ses responses ! quel empire sur ses 
passions ! Oi est rhomme, oil est le sage que sait agir, 
souti'rir, et mourir sans faiblesse et sans ostentation ? 
etc. P. Ill ; Mon ami ce n*est pas ainsi qu'on invente; 
et les faits de Socrate, dont personne ne doute, sont 
moins attestes que ceux de J^sus Christ. Jamais des 
auteurs juifs n*eussent trouv^ ni ce ton, ni cette morale ; 
et TEvangile a des caractferes de v^rit^ si grands, si 
frappans, si parfaitement iuimitables, que Tinventeur en 
serait plus etonnant que le hferos. Nicolas iv. pp. 148, 
etc. Also Clianning, the celebrated American Unitarian, 
and one of the most important representatives of 
American literature, in his Sermon on the Character of 
Christy Matt. xvii. 5 (Dr. Channing's Works, Boston, 
1848, vol. iv. pp. 1-29), * I maintain that such a charac- 
ter utterly surpasses human comprehension.* * The 
Gospels must be true, they are drawn after a living 
original, they are founded on reality.' • From SchafF. Die 
Person Jes:ii Christie 1865, p. 203. 

(13) This passage is in Wiseman's Lectures on Science 
and Religion^ Lecture IV. Eousseau, Emile, \. iy. p. 
Ill, had already said : 'Jamais des auteurs juifs neus- 
sent trouve ni ce ton, ni cette morale.' In modem 
times, indeed, Geiger, a Rabbi of Frankfort,, in his 
lectures on Judaism and its history, has asserted that 
' Jesus was a Pharisee who went in the ways of Hillel. 
He never expressed a siilgle new tliQught' But this is 
an assertion whose effrontery is only surpassed by its 
folly. We have in the Talmud sufhcient information 
concerning Hillel, to enable us to form an opinion on 
the matter. The whole similaritv lies in the relation 
of the words of Jesus, (Matt. vii. 12), to a kindred 
expression of Hillel's. Hillel in no wise differed from 
his colleagues in their absurd word-splitting. The 
order of mind to be attributed to this most celebratefl 
of all Jewish teachers may be perceived from the 
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treatise concerning the egg, in which the question 
whether an egg laid on the Sabbath might be handled 
and eaten, or only looked at, is discussed. Comp. the 
interesting lecture of Delitsch, the result of a thorough 
acquaintance with the Talmud, on Hillel and Jesua 
Erlangen, 1866. 

(14) Tliis comparison is carried out in detail, espe- 
cially by Tholuck in his Olaubwilrdigkeit der evangel. 
Qeschichte, 1837, pp. 406-429. 

(15) Weiss, Seeks Vortrdge iiher die Person Jesu 
Christi, 1863, pp. 51, etc. 

(16) Brought forward especially by the Soman Ca- 
tholic theologian Hug, in his excellent Qutachten viber 
StraiLss* "Lehen JesUy 1840. 

(17) Strauss, Leben Mdrklirts^ p. 51. Preface to 
Ulrich von Hutten, vol. iii. ; preface, p. xxxi. Compare 
Weiss, Secfis Vortrdge, etc., p. 41. In his Leben filr 
das deutsche VoUc beai^beitet, 1864, on the contrary, 
Strauss dwells upon the fact, * that it was he who pre- 
pared the ground upon which Baur afterwards took his 
stand/ (p. 97) ; * that the latter only continued what 
he (Strauss) had begun, and did not undertake what 
he had omitted' (p. 98). 

(1 8) Compare Baur, Das Christenthum und die ckris- 
licke Kirche der drei ersten Jahrhunderte, 2d ed. p. 53. 

(19) See some excellent remarks in the already 
mentioned work of Weiss, p. 46. 

(20) Kostlin, Theol Jahrb, 1851, p. 177. 

(21) Compare especially Tholuck, OlauhwilrddgkeU 
der evang. Oeschichte. Section 5 : iiber die Wider-^ 
spriiche in der evang, Oeschichte, pp. 429-463. 
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(22) Lessing, Duplik, SdmmMcke Schr., published by 
Lachmann, x. 52, etc. Compare, too, his whole dis- 
cussion of this suljject. 

(23) The same comparison is made by Joh. v. Miiller, 
SdmmtL Werke 1810, Part i p. 458; also by Hettinger, 
p. 796. 

(24) Compare the touching expressions of Matthias 
Claudius, in his Brief e an Andres, part vi. pp. 95, etc. 
At p. 98, e.g. : * No one ever thus loved, nor did any- 
thing so truly good and great as the Bible tells us of 
Him, ever enter into the heart of man. It is a holy 
form rising like a star in the night upon the poor pil- 
gi'im, and satisfying his inmost craving, his most secret 
hopes and wishes.* And Briefe an A ridres, part iv. pp. 
119, etc. e.ff., 122: 'And then a Deliverer from all want, 
from all evil ! A Eedeemer from sin ! A Saviour such 
as the Bible depicts the Lord Jesus to have been, who 
went about doing good, yet had himself no place where 
He might lay His head ; who spared no pains, and 
refused no shame; who humbled himself even to death 
upon the cross, that He might finish His work ; who 
came into the world to save the world; who was therein 
scourged and tormented, and departed thence with a 
crown of thorns upon his head ! Didst thou ever hear 
of such a thing, and do not thy hands fall down on thy 
lap? It is truly a mystery, and we do not understand 
it; but it comes from God and from heaven, for it bears 
the stamp of heaven, and overflows with divine mercy. 
. . . One might well suflFer one's self to be branded 
and broken on the wheel for the mere idea, and he who 
can be stirred to laughter or mockery must be mad. 
He whose heart is in the right place lies in the dust, 
rejoices, and prays.' 

(25) Compare Eousseau, Emile, iv. vol. ii. p. Ill ; 
' Qui, si la vie et la mort de Socrate sont d'un sage, la 
vie et la mort de J^sus sont d'un dieu.' Also MattL 
Claudias, vl 118. 
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(26) Rousseau, Lettres de la Montagne, Part i. lettre 
iii. vol. X. p. 245: *0n voit dans TevaDgile que les 
miracles de J^sus ^taient tous utiles, mais ils etaient 
sans dclat, sans appret, sans pompe, ils etaient simples 
comme ses discours, comme sa vie, comme toute sa con- 
duite.' 

(27) Eusebius, Kirkengesch, iv. 3. 

(28) Pascal, Pern. ii. 222 : 'II faut juger de la doc- 
trine par les miracles. II faut juger des miracles 
par la doctrine.' P. 223 : ' Les miracles et la vdrite 
sont necessaires k cause qu*il faut convaincre Thomme 
entier en corps et en ame.' 

(29) Pascal, Pens, ii. 319 (218) : ' Jesus Christ a dit 
les choses gmndes si simplement, qu'il semble qu'il ne 
les a pas pens^es ; et si nettement neanmoins, qu*on voit 
bien ce qu'il en pensait. Cette clart^ jointe k cette 
naivetd est admirabla' 

(30) Compare Bougemont, Christus und seine Zeugen, 
etc., ti-anslated by Fabarius, 1859, pp. 45 if. and 54 S. 

(31) Wiseman's Lectures on Science and Rdigiont 
Lect. iv. 

(32) Such were the words of Napoleon to Count 
Montholon : 'Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and my- 
self,' continued ho, 'founded great empires; but upon 
what did the creations of our genius depend? Upon 
force. Jesus alone founded His empire upon love, and 
to this very day millions would die for Him.' Bertrands 
Memoirs (Paris, 1844 ; according to Denkwilrdigkeiten 
aus dem Chi^istl Leben, vol. i, Giitersloh. 1845, p. 15) 
relate several other expressions of Napoleon to this 
general, which were subsequently committed to writing 
by the latter, and from which a few more extracts are 
here given. ' If once the divine character of Christ is 
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admitted, Christian doctrine exhibits the precision and 
clearness of algebra, so that we are stmck with admira- 
tion at its scientific connection and unity. The nature 
of Christ is, I grant it, from one end to another, a web 
of mysteries ; but this mysteriousness does but corres- 
pond to the difficulties which all existence contains : let 
it be rejected, and. the whole worid is an enigma; let it 
be accepted, and we possess a wonderful explanation 
of the history of man. — The gospel possesses a secret 
virtue, a something which works powerfully, a warmth 
which both influences the understanding and penetrates 
the heart. — ^The gospel is no mere book, but a living 
being with an agency, a power, which conquers all 
that opposes it. Here lies this Book of books upon the 
table (and the Emperor at these words reverently 
touched it) ; I do not tire of reading it, and do so daily 
with equal pleasure. — The soul charmed with the 
beauty of the gospel is no longer its own possession ; 
God possesses it entirely ; it is He who directs its" 
thoughts and faculties ; it is His. What a proof of the 
divinity of Jesus Christ ! Yet in this absolute sove- 
reignty He has but one aim ; the spiritual perfection 
of the individual, the purification of his conscience, his 
union with what is time, the salvation of his soul. — 
Men wonder at the conquests of Alexander. But here 
is a conqueror who draws men to himself for their 
highest good ; who unites to himself, incorporates into 
himself, not a nation, but the whole human race. What 
a miracle ! The human soul with all its faculties, 
becomes an annexe of the existence of Christ ! ' I 
extract the following remarks on these sayings from 
Schaff, Die Person Jesu Chrisii, 1865. This testimony 
of Napoleon to the divinity of Christ is found in 
Abbok's Life of Napoleon, vol. ii., chap, xxxii., 612 sq., 
and in the same authors confidential correspondence 
of the Emperor Napoleon with the Empress Josephine, 
New York, 1855, pp. 353-363, without, indeed, any 
reference to trustworthy authorities. Schaflf writes, p. 
194, that Dt Storne informed him that general Bertrand, 
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when travelling in America, being questioned by a 
party of clergymen in Pittsbui^, as to whether the 
Emperor had indeed given utterance to such opinions^ 
replied in the aflBrmative. Prof, de Felice of Montau- 
ban, in a letter to the New York Observer^ also asserts 
the undoubted genuineness of this testimony, without, 
however, furnishing any evidence to the fact 
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Abraham, the monotheism and 
family of, 248 ; a new series of 
prophecies begun with, 252, etc. 

Absolute, the, of Hegel, 66. 

Absolute relation, the, of Jesus 
to the world. 326, etc. ; to the 
Father, 327. ' 

.^chylus, quoted, 241. 

Agassiz, his view as to different 
centres of creation forman, 1 19. 

Age, the golden, the hope of a 
future among the Gentiles, 241. 

Alexander the Great, his empire : 
its rise, fall, and influence, 261, 
262. 

Animal kingdom, the, 138, 139. 

Anomalies of existence, the, 26 ; 
of knowledge, 29 ; of sentiment, 
30; of the will, 33; man's feel- 
ing of, 34 ; of human life, 306, 
etc. ; solved, 333. 

Antagonisms, religious, 4. 

Apolo^sts, the early, of Chris- 
tiauity, 271. 

Art, its connection with religion, 
167. 

Asteroids, the, 95. 

Astronomy, viewed in relation 
to religion, 88 ; not incompa- 
tible with religion, 91. 

Atheism not a necessity of rea- 
son, but an act of the will, 46. 

Athens, the altars to an unknown 
God at, 245. 

Atonement, the great day of, 
251. 

Attacks on the Gospels, modem, 
295, 298. 

Augustine, St, quoted, 50. 



Augustus, celebrated by Virgil, 
and magnified by himself, 244. 

Bacon, quoted, 37. 

Baldr. the Good, referred to, 242. 

Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
the two institutions of Jesus, 
their significance, 332. 

Baptism of Jesus, the, 307. 

Baur, his attack on the Gospels, 
301. 

Better times coming, 244. 

Bible, the, and astronomy, 88, 
and geology not opposed, 100; 
statements of, respecting crea- 
tion, 97 ; the view given in, 
of man, 114; narrative of the 
fall contained in, 186 ; objec- 
tion to the view given in, of 
the flrst sin answered, 187. 

Body, the, of man, the Scripture 
view of, 117, 125, 136; shows 
man's high destiny, 144. 

Brain, the, thought not the pro- 
duct of, 133 ; the organ of 
thought, 134. 

Chance, 53. 

Chaos, 104. 

Character essential to man, 143. 

Chinese, the, their Messianic 
hopes, 241. 

Chiroi^ the legend of, 241. 

Chriist, the turning point of his- 
tory, 55 — See Jesus. 

Christianity, on trial, 3 ; as a 
new view of the world, 5 ; its 
moral, revolutionizing influ- 
ence, 5, 6 ; the revenge taken 
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on it by Judaism and heathen- 
ism, 9 ; asserted by some to be 
a mere non-human thing, 39 ; 
a power — its influence, ^, 41 ; 
is astronomy opposed to ? 88 ; 
is geology opposed to ? 97 ; 
witnesses to the truth of, 202 ; 
internal evidence of the truth 
of, 207 ; adapted to all, 209 ; 
beyond reason, 210 ; not op- 
posed to reason, 214 ; cannot 
be separated from the person 
of Jesus, 256 ; its triumphant 
progress, 268 ; wide diffusion 
' of, 269 ; progress of in spite of 
persecution, 268, 269 ; tne tri- 
umph of Mohammedanism not 
to be compared with the tri- 
umph of, 271, 272; how pro- 
pagated, 270 ; not an easy 
matter for it to conquer hea- 
thenism, 272, 273; its conquest 
of heathenism, 274, 275 ; the 
progress of, the triumph of 
Jesus Christ, 274, 275 ; mtro- 
duced the era oif humanity, 
276 ; abolished slavery and 
raised the condition of woman, 

276 ; abolished infanticide, 
276 ; introduced the spirit of 
neighbourhood and compassion, 

277 ; broke down class differ- 
ences, 277 ; established the 
rights of personality and liberty 
of conscience, 278 ; the source 
of a new moral power and life, 
279 ; capable of existing under 
a variety of forms, 280, 281 ; 
a testimony to Christ, 282. 

Church, the whole, a witness for 
Christ, 205, 284; the testi- 
mony of the ancients, to the 
Gospels, 289-295. 

Cicero, quoted as to the univer- 
sality of the belief in God, 59 ; 
elsewhere quoted, 179, 244. 

Civilisation, its impotence to 
remedy sin, 192. 

Civilising nations, some nations 
fitted to be, 222. 

Claims, the amazing, of Jesus, 
3i:6. 



Classical studies in Italy before 
the Reformation, 12. 

Claudius, quoted, 48, 197. 

Coal measures, the, and peat- 
fields, 107. 

Commission, the, which Jesus 

Save His disciples, its gran- 
eur, 267. 

Confessors, the, witnesses to the 
truth of Christianity, 206. 

Conflict, the, between science 
and religion, 74-77. 

Conscience, a fact, and demands 
a God, 58; an authority, 59; 
the office of, 59 ; opposed by 
Pantheism, 70 ; the liberty of, 
proclaimed by Christianity, 
279. 

Copemican system, the, not op- 
posed to Christianity, 89, etc. 

Copernicus, the inscription on 
the tomb of, 90. 

Cosmos, 52. 

Creation, the, of the world, 74 ; the 
idea of, belongs to religion, not 
to science, 78 ; the vastness of, 
88, 89 ; the first miracle, 196. 

Cyrus, 261. 

Darwin, his theory of develop- 
ment, 103, 111, etc. 

Days, the creative, 107, 108. 

Death, adds to the enigma of 
haman existence, 35. 

Death, the, of Jesus, that of a 
criminal, 310 ; yet a reveUktion 
of divine love, 310. 

Decay, the process of, in heathen 
religions, 232. 

Deism, English, 15 ; Lord Her- 
bert's book, 15, 16 ; Tindal's 
Christianity as old as the 
creation, 16. 

Delineation of Jesus, the Gospol, 
304, etc. — See Jesus. ' 

Deliverance, the, expected by 
the Jews, 251. 

Deluge, geological views of a 
general, 103. 

Design, in creation, 84, 85. 

Discrepancies, the alleged, in the 
Gospels, 303. 
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Doubts and doubting, 37, 38. 
Dryden's Virgil, quoted, 244. 

Earth, the, its central position 
in the aniverse, 92; a compari- 
son between, and other planets, 
as to inhabitabiUty, 92-96; 
mode of the formation of, 97. 

Eclogue, the fourth, of Viigil, 
quoted, 244. 

Empire, the Roman, 258, 259. 

Empires, the four universal, 260, 
263. 

English Deism, 15, 16. 

Enigma, the, of human existence, 
28 ; death an, 35. 

Epictetus, quoted, 44. 

Epicurus, the system of, 238. 

Error, the power of, renders re* 
vclation necessary, 178. 

Evangelists, the four, 291. 

Evil, the origin of, 186. 

Existence, the anomalies of, 26; of 
the world, 27; of man, 29, etc. 

Faith, the primary form of re- 
ligion, 153; the nature of, 154; 
love and hope united with, 156; 
prayer the essential manifesta> 
tion of, 156 ; ultimately, the 
basis of all knowledge, 212. 

Fall of man, the Bible narrative 
of the, 186. 

Father, the, and the Son, the 
relation of, 327-331 . 

Feuerbach, the essential principle 
of his philosophy, 22, 23 ; nis 
psychologic materialism, 130. 

Free-will, 141. 

Formulse of the proofs of the 
existence of God, 51, etc. 

France, naturalism in, 17. 

Future, the, of Jesus, 324, eta 

Oeneraiio eqtUvoca, 87. 

Geology, a general sketch of, 97- 
99 ; is it antagonistic to the 
biblical narrative of creation ? 
the question investigated, 99- 
• 108 ; various hypotheses of, 
101-104 ; extensive periods re- 
quired by, 107. 



German Reformation, the in- 
fluence of the, 13. 

Germany, the negative ten- 
dency in, 18 ; the prosperity 
of, dependent on rebgion, 170. 
eta 

Gifts from heaven, all the best 
things are, 181. 

God, some may have an interest 
in doubting the existence of, 
38 ; the highest subject of 
inquiry, 42; the existence of, 
an intuitive conviction, 43; the 
consciousness of, universal, 46: 
belief in, not a science, but a 
virtue, 46; proofs of the exist- 
ence of, 47 ; proofs of the 
existence of, in nature, 48 ; 
the existence of, proved by the 
existence of the world, 49, etc. ; 
the adaptation of the world to 
its purpose, proves the existence 
of, 52, 53 ; proofs of the exist- 
ence of, from history, 54 ; the 
Existence of, proved from the 
very idea of, 56; the postulate 
of conscience, 58; the nature 
of, 62 ; the demand of the 
heart, 71 ; necessary to man, 
in whom there is a tendency 
towards, 149; the heart of man 
finds happiness in, 150, 151 ; 
the grace of, known only by 
revelation, 181; all good things 
the gifts of, 181 ; the first 
great thought in Judaism, 250; 
the relation of Jesus to, 327- 
333. 

God, the altar to the unknown, 
at Athens, 245. 

Goethe, quoted on man's insatia- 
ble thirst after knowledge, 30; 
on mysteries, 211 ; in relation 
to the Gospels, 298. 

Golden age, the hope of a future 
among the heathen, 241, 242, 
244. 

Grospels, the remarks on, 288, 
289 ; testimony of the ancient 
Church to; 290, 292 ; the self- 
testimony of, 294; the portrait 
of Jesus furnished by, 295-298; 
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certainty as to the detaiU of, 
298-300; attacks on, by Strauss 
and Banr, 300, 301 ; supposed 
discrepancies in, 303 ; eveiy* 
where present the person of 
Jesus, 304 ; delineation of 
Jesus in, 305. 

Grace, the, of God, known by 
revelation only, 180. 

Greek langusge, the, in relation 
to Christianity, 262. 

Greek nation, tne air of cheer- 
fulness, yet melancholy, per- 
vading the life of, 183, 184. 

Ham, Noah's prophecy respecting 
the race of, 252. 

Happiness, man*s craving for, 31. 

Harmony, the, of the mental and 
moral nature of Jesus Christ, 
312 ; Jesus with God, 313. 

Harmony of nature, the, 52, 53. 

Heart, the, demands a God, 71 ; 
the seat of religion, 153 ; its 
repose in God, 162. 

Heatheuism, the religions of, 223; 
the religions of, not devoid of 
truth, 224, 225 ; the disfigure- 
ment of true religion in the 
religions of, 226 ; a searching 
after God, 244-247 ; difficulty 
of conquering, 272, 273. 

Hegel, his pantheism, 66. 

Herbert of Cherbury, Lord, an 
English Deist, 15 ; a singular 
anecdote of, 16. 

History, the divine government 
in, required by Christianity, 
54 ; the, of revelation, 220, 
etc. ; each nation contributes 
to, 222 ; Jesus Christ the end 
of ancient, and the beginning 
of modem, 266, 267. 

Holbach, Baron, his Systemt de 
la Nature^ 17. 

Humanity, the era of, introduced 
by Christianity, 276. 

Humility, Stoic and Cliristian, 
238. 

Ideal, the, of a perfect state which 
we all possess, 192 



Impotence, moral, 190-193. 

Indians, the, their expectation of 
a deliverer, 240. 

Indifference, inadmissible in the 
ffreat contest of the age. 4. 

Innabitability of the earth com- 
pared with other planets, 92- 
97. 

Institutions, the two left by 
Christ, their significance, 332. 

Intellect, the Gluistian and the 
non-Christian, 1. 

Intellectual development, Gre- 
cian, 264-266. 

Internal evidence of the truth of 
Christianity, 207. 

Intuition of God, 44-46. 

Israelites, the, the native in- 
fluence of religion upon, 169 ; 
the vocation of, 249, 253 ; the 
religion of, 250, 251 ; how 
Jesus was treated by, 254 ; 
reject the message of m6rcy, 
2*56; judgments on, — scatter^ 
255, 256. 

Italy, the revival of learning in, 
12. 

Japhet, 252. 

Jerusalem, the destruction of, 
and Julian's attempt to re- 
buUd, 256. 

Jesus Christ, himself a miraole, 
199 ; all miracles find their 
justification in, 200 ; the re- 
surrection of, 203, 206 ; and 
Socrates compared, 234; and 
Plato, 236; how treated by 
Israel, 255 ; identical with 
Christianity, 257 ; the end 
toward which ancient history 
tended, 266; the starting-point 
of history, prospectively, 267 ; 
the commission given by, to 
His apostles, 267 ; Christianity 
a testimony to, 281 ; the su- 
preme interest of the person of, 
as a subject of inquiry, 283 ; 
adored by Christians from the 
beginning, 284 ; the twofold 
opposition to the doctrine of 
the person of, 284; nationalism 
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obliterates the divine element 
in 285 ; StraoBs' views of, 286 ; 
Kenan's view of, 286-288 ; por- 
trait of, in the Gbspels, 295, 
297, 304, etc. ; birth of, ibid, ; 
youth of, 305 ; baptism of, 
307 ; public ministry of, 308, 
309 ; meekness and gentleness 
of, 310 ; death of, a revelation 
of divine love, 310, 311 ; the 
person of a miracle, 312 ; har- 
mony of His mental and moral 
nature, 313 ; miracles of, 314, 
316 ; His teachine its power, 
316, 319 ; His seff-testmiony, 
320 ; the Son of Man, 321 ; 
His universality, 322-31M ; 
universal position of, in re- 
spect to the world, 324 ; the 
future of, 325; the Son of 
God, 327 ; His relation to the 
Father unique and unparal- 
leled, 328, 329; Na^leon's 
view of, 330 ; the two mstitu- 
tions appointed by, 332. 

Jews, the witnesses to the truth 
of Christianity, 207; the un- 
belief of, evidential of the truth 
of Christianity, 218 ; the reli- 
ffion of, 250. — See Israel. 

John, testimony to the truth of 
the Gospel of, 293 ; attack of 
Baur on the credibility of the 
Gospel of, 301 ; impossibility 
of referring the Gospel of, to 
the second century, if3^, 

Judaism, the religion of, 247-250 ; 
the fundamental principles of, 
250,254. 

Judaism and heathenism, the 
revence taken by, on Christian- 
ity, T^ich conquered them, 10. 

Julian, the emperor, the attempt 
of, to rebuild the temple of 
Jerusalem, 255. 

Jupiter, the planet, 94. 

Justin Martyr, the eager search 
of, for the truth, and his 
success, 246, 247. 

Kant, the philosophical system 
of, 19 ; his Critkiam qf pure 

2 



Recuon, and CriHcism, of Frac- 
tical Reason, 19, 20 ; his mode 
of proving the existence of 
God, 57, 58 ; his view of 
prayer, 164, 165. 

Bang, the expectation of a great, 
in the East at the time of the 
birth of Christ, 245; the pre- 
dicted, 251. 

Kingdom, the animal, 138, 139. 

Knowledge, man's hunger after, 
29 ; by means of, man is lord 
of all things, 125 ; in relation 
to refigion, 143 ; of salvation 
due to revelation, 180; all, 
ultimately rests on faith, 211. 

Laws of nature, the, not to be 
substituted for God, 54 ; are 
miracles opposed to ? 198. 

Lenau, his Savonarola quoted as 
to the cheerfulness which the 
Greeks threw over the sorrows 
of Ufe, 184. 

Lessine, quoted as to the injus- 
tice done the Gospels, 303. 

Liberty of conscience, established 
by Christianity, 277. 

Lichtenberg, his curious predic- 
tion, 43 ; quoted as to the 
doubtfulness of reason ever dis- 
covering God, 47. 

Life, a compound of prayer and 
work, 162 ; the possibility of 
religion in, 165 ; national, its 
connection with religion, 169; 
human, the anomalies of 191. 

Life, religious, prayer a manifes- 
tation of, 157 ; the new infused, 
by Chnatianity, 279. 

Light befM^ the sun, 106. 

Lord's Supper, the, and baptism 
the tw»mstitutions of Jesus-— 
their siffuificance, 332, 333. 

Love, ana hope combined with 
faith, 156. 

Lyell, his geological hypothesifl, 
102. 

Man, the problem of, 26 ; the' 
relation of, to the world — ^his 
greatness and impotence, 29; 
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a paradox, Und, ; his hunger- 
ing after knowledge, 30 ; his 
craving for hope, 31 ; his will, 
33, 34 ; his feeling of the ano- 
malies of existence, 34 ; anti- 
quity of, on the earth, according 
to Waitz, 103 ; the world made 
with a view to, 109, 110; the 
transmutation theory in refer- 
ence to, 114; belongs to the 
kingdom of heaven, 1 17; created 
as a unity, to arrive at multi- 
plicity, 118, etc. ; the unity of 
the race of, reauired on religious 
and purely human grounds, 
ibid. ; varieties of the race of, 
120 ; unitv of the race of, ad- 
mitted to be a possibility, 122, 
123; moral objections to the 
unity of the race of, 124, 125 ; 
a union of soul and body, 125 ; 
the body of, 126 ; the soul of, 
128 ; the scriptural view of the 
nature and destiny of, 137, etc. ; 
the personality of, 139 ; pos- 
sesses thought, 139 ; has free- 
will, 141 ; must have character, 
143 ; a microcosm, 143 ; his 
dominion over the world, 144, 
145 ; belongs not only to this 
world, but to a better, 146, 
and God, cannot remain apart, 
149. 

Mars, the planet, 95. 

Materialism, 22 ; various stages 
of, 83 ; how it seeks to explain 
the enigma of existence, 84 ; 
annihilated by organism, 85 ; 
psychologic, 1 29 ; says that mind 
IS the product of the brain, 
131, 133 ; refuted by self-con- 
sciousness, 135 ; refuted by 
moral and religious conscious- 
ness, 136. 

Matter and spirit, 51 ; the origin 
of, 78, 80. 

Mental culture, the connection of 
religion with, 167. 

Michelet, quoted as to external 
quantity being no test by which 
to judge of importance, 92. 

Microcosm, man a, 143. 



Middle a^, the supremacy ci 
the Christian views in the, 10- 
12. 
Mind, not the product of brain, 
133. 

Ministry of Jesus, the public, 307. 

Miracle, creation, the first, 196 ; 
the person of Jesus a, 312. 

Miracles, objected to as impossi- 
ble, 194 ; God free to work, 
195-197; not inconsistent with 
the laws of nature, 198; he 
who believes in Jesus Christ 
believes in, 199 ; relation of, to 
revelation, 201 ; the highest 
symbolism, 202; made the main 
objection to the historical truth 
of the gospel, 299 ; natund to 
Jesus, 314; not performed by 
Jesus for their own sake, 316 ; 
the word of Jesus always ac- 
companied his, ibid. 

Misery, human, 32. 

Mohiunmedanism, the triumph 
of, not to be compared with tne 
triumph of Christianity, 270. 

Moleschott's Cycle ofLift^ quoted 
as to man's ultimate destina- 
tion and essential nature, 84^ 
131. 

Monotheism, the, of Abraham, 
248. 

Moral consciousness, 136. 

Moral impotence, 190. 

Morality, the philosophical, of 
heathenism, 233-238; the ac- 
tive, 239. 

Mysteries, 35. 

Mythic theory, the, of gospel his- 
tory maintained by Strauss, 
300. 

Napoleon, his view of Jesus 

Christ, 330. 
National life, the connection of 

religion with, 167, etc. 
Nations, the vocation of, 222. 
Naturalistic tendency, the, in 

France, 17. 
Nature proves the ezistenoe of 

God, 48. 
Nature religious, 223. 
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Nebnchadnezzar, originates the 
magnificent notion of an nni- 
versal empire, 259, 260 ; dis- 
solved the Jewish state, 261. 

Nebular theory, the, 106. 

Negative spirit, the, the develop- 
ment of, 14 ; in Socinianism, 
ibid. ; in English Deism, 15.; 
in French Naturalism, 17 ; in 
Germany, — the Wolfenbuttel 
Fra^ents, 18 ; in Kant, and 
Rationalism, 20; in Pantheism, 
21 ; in Materialism, 22. 

Neo-platonism, 9. 

Niebuhr, quoted on miracles, 201. 

Noah, the prophecy of 252. 

Oberammergauer, Passion-play, 
the, referred to, 168. 

Objection, the main, which lies 
at the root of the argument 
against the historical ^uth of 
the Gospels, 299. 

Old Testament, the, its character 
and unity, 249. 

Opinions, the prevailing, 23, 24. 

Organ of revelation, reason the, 
218, 219. 

Organism, every, founded on an 
idea, and annihilates material- 
ism, 85, etc. 

Originality of the Grospel portrait 
of Jesus, 295, etc. 

Pantheism, 21 ; its answer to the 
problem of the world, 27 ; forms 
of, 64 ; ancient, 65 ; modem 
advocates of, ibid.; founded on 
a great idea. 66; refuted by its 
practical results — annihilates 
religion, 67 ; contradicts reason, 
68; opposed to conscience, 70; 
opposed to the idea of creation, 
81; its result — Materialism, 
ibid, 

Pascal, quoted, 29, 35, 47, 49, 54, 
213, 217, 219, 270; the sister 
of, quoted, 71. 

Paul, his conversion a proof of 
the truth of Christianity, 205. 

Periods, extensive geologicisd, 107. 

Persecutions, the, over which 



Christianity triumphed, 268, 
269. 

Persians, the Messianic hopes of 
the, 240. 

Person of Christ, the importance 
of the subject, 283 ; ancient 
opposition to the true doctrine 
of, 284; Rationalism obliterates 
the divine element in, 285, etc.; 
a miracle, 312; the central point 
of His teaching, 320 — ^^ce Jesus. 

Personality, the, of God, neces- 
sary to relision, 72. 

Personidity, the, of man, 139. 

Philosophy, the aim of the an- 
cient, 8 ; the morality of the 
ancient, 233. 

Picus of Mirandola, 12. 

Plainness and simplicity of the 
teaching of Jesus, 320. 

Plato, quoted as to the need of a 
divine revelation, 179; as to the 
suffering righteous man, 244 ; 
the morality of the* system of, 
exhibited, 236, 237. 

Pliny, quoted, 35, 184, 269. 

Pluturch, quoted on the univer- 
sality of religion, 148 ; as to 
sin, 182. 

Politics and religion, the connec- 
tion of, 172-174. 

Portrait of Jesus, the, furnished 
by the Gospels, 295, etc., 269, 
etc. 

Possibility of revelation, the, 304. 

Power, the, which belongs to 
man, 145. 

Power of the teaching of Jesus, 
in what it consists, 318. 

Prayer, the essential manifesta- 
tion of the life of religion, 157; 
in pre-Christian times, 158 ; 
what it is, 160; and work- 
life compounded of, 162 ; the 
greatness of, 163; the influence 
of, ibid. ; Kant's view of, 164 ; 
both natural and necessary, if 
there is a personal God related 
to us, 165. 

Prejudice, the unworthiness of, 3. 

Prevailing opinions, 22, 24. 

Progress, the law of, 220, 221. 
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Promethens, the legend of, 241. 
Prophecy, respectii^ a deliverer, 

amon^ the nations, 240, 241, 

245 ; in Israel, relating to the 

Redeemer, 251, 254. 
Prophecy of Noah respecting his 

sons, 252. 
Prussia, anecdote of the late 

king of, 117. 
Prutz Kreuz und Rosen, qnoted, 

302. 
Psychologic materialism, 129, 

etc. 
Public ministry of Jesus, the, 

387, etc. 

Quantity, not the standard by 
which to judge of quality, 91. 
Question, the great, of the day, 24. 

Bace, the unity of the human, 
118; varieties of the human, 
120. 

Rationalism, the nature of, 20, 
21 ; obliterates the divine ele- 
ment in the person of Christ, 
285. 

Reason, transcended by Chris- 
tianity, 210, 213 ; not opposed 
to Christianity, 216; erring, 
opposed by Christianity, 217, 
218; the truth of, revelation 
in harmony with, 218 ; the 
organ of revelation, 218-219. 

Redeemer, the, prophecies re- 
specting, among the heathen, 
208, 210-214 ; m the Old Tes- 
tament, 251, 254. 

Reformation, the, its services, 
12 ; its moral seriousness, 13. 

Reimarus, and the WolfenbuUel 
Fragm/nts, 18. 

Relation, the, of Jesus to the 
world, 319-324; to the Father, 
327. 

Religion, the conflict between, 
and science, 74 ; the reason of 
the conflict between, and 
science, 77 ; the idea of crea- 
tion belongs to, 78 ; universal, 
148; necessary for man, 149; 
rooted in our very being, 150 ; 



dwells in man's inmost soul, 
152 ; primary forms of — ^faith, 
hope, love, 153-156 ; mani- 
fested in prayer, 157 ; and 
morality, 164 ; the positioii 
occupied by, in life, 165; ooii- 
nection of, with mental cul- 
ture, 167 ; the connecticm o^ 
with art, 167; the connection 
of, with national life, 170; the 
connection of, with politics, 
172 ; the importance of, in the 

ftresent civilised age, 173 ; 
srael, the nation of, 222 ; of 
heathenism, 223 ; the, of 
heathenism, not wholly desti- 
tute of truth, 224 ; the true, 
received from the Jews, 247 ; 
the great thoughts of the, of 
Israel, 250. 
Religious consciousness, 136. 
Renan, his Life of Jesus, 2 ; and 
Strauss, 3; his representation 
of Jesus, 286, 300; his view of 
the Gospels, 237. 
Repose, the, of the soul in God^ 

161. 
Representative Man, Christ the, 

322. 
Resurrection of Jesus, the, 204. 
Revelation, the necessity of, 173; 
a need td our thinking mind, 
174-176 ; required in conse- 
quence of the power of error, 
178; necessary to the know* 
ledge of salvation, 180 ; its 
doctrine of sin, 182; account 
of the origin of man's sin 
given by, 187 ; objections 
to the possibility of, 193 ; 
miracles urged as an objec- 
tion to, 194 ; the relation of 
miracles to, 201 ; how discerned 
to be genuine, 202 ; testimony 
to the Christian, 202-207 ; in- 
ternal evidence of the truth of, 
207 ; the Christian transcendF 
reason, but is not contrary to 
reason, 210; opjiosed to erring 
reason. 215 ; in harmony with 
the inner truth of reason, 
218 ; reason the organ of, 21S; 
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the hifltorical character of, 
221. 

Bichter, J. P., quoted, 283. 

Bighteous man, the suffering, de- 
scribed by Plato, 231. 

Roman empire, the, 246. 

Rousseau and Voltaire, 17 ; 
quoted as to the possibility of 
miracles, 195 ; quoted, 236. 

Salvation, the knowledge of, due 
to revelation, 180. 

Saturn, the plajiet, 94. 

Schiller, quoted, 89, 190, 339. 

Science, the conflict between, and 
reliffion, 74; the origin of the 
conflict between, and religion, 
77 ; ignorant of creation, 78 ; 
and Scripture, 111, etc. 

Scriptural view of the nature 
and destination of man, 143. 

Self-consciousness opposed to 
materialism, 139. 

Self-testimony, the, of the Gos- 
pels, 289 ; of Jesus, 321. 

Shem, Ham, and J'aphet, Noah's 
prophecy respecting, 252. 

Simplicity, the, of the teaching 
of Jesus, 313. 

Sin, a fact generally allowed — 
testimonies as to its univer- 
sality, 182 ; the origin of, 186 ; 
the biblical narrative of the 
beginning of, 186; the con- 
sequences of, 188 ; our impo- 
tency to deliver ourselves from, 
190 ; civilisation unable to 
remedy, 192 ; the second great 
thought in Judaism, 251. 

Sinlessness, the, of Jesus, 314. 

Socinianism, the beginning of the 
negative movement in modem 
times, 14. 

Socrates and Jesus compared, 235. 

Son of God, Chi-ist the, 327. 

Son of Man, Chnst the, 381. 

Soul, the, of man, 139. 

Spinoza, his pantheism, 86. 

Stellar world, the, beyond the 
limits of our system, 99. 

Stoic morality and Christian, 232. 

Strauss, B., 3; denial of the 



supernatural by, 28 ; his at- 
tack on the Gospels in his 
Leben Jesu, 300, etc. 

Suffering righteous man, the^ of 
Plato, 244. 

Sufferings, the, of Jesus, and His 
demeanour under them, 311. 

Sun, the, its density, 93 ; light 
before, 106. 

Supematuralism, the question of 
the day, 24. 

Symboliion, miracles the highest, 
198. 

Taxing, the, under the Emperor 

Augustus— its importance, 258. 
Teacmng of Jesus, the, 313 ; the 

source of the peculiar power 

of, 314 ; centi^ in himself, 

315. 
Thought, not the product of the 

brain, 133 ; possessed by man, 

139. 
Thoughts, the three great, which 

governed the life of Israel, 

250. 
Traditions, early Christian, re- 
the Gospels, 290 ; of 



David's house, 305. 
Transmutation theory, the, 101, 

etc. 
Triumph, the, of Christianity, 

268. 
Truth, the, to be sought for, 37 ; 

our relation to, 39 ; effects of, 

40 ; failure of the heathen to 

reach, 264. 

Unbelief of the Jews, the, a proof 
of the truth of Christianity, 

217. 
Unity of the human race, the, 

118, etc. ; moral objections to 

the, 124 ; unity, the, of man in 

Christ, 322. 
Universal empires, the four, 286. 

etc. 
Universality, the, of the belief 

in God, 45 ; of religion, 150 ; 

of Jesus, 322. 
Universe, the, origin, existence, 

and purpose of, 27. 
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Unknown God, the altars to an, 

at Athens, 245. 
Uranua, the planet, 93. 

Varieties of the human race, the, 

120, etc. 
Vegetable world, the, 187 . 
Venus the planet, 95. 
Vidar, the victorious, referred to, 

242. 
Vinet, quoted, 163. 
Virchow, quoted, 130. 
Virgil, the fourth Eclogue of, 

quoted, 244. 
Vocation, the, of the nations, 222; 

of Israel, 248. 
Vo^, quoted, 8a 
Voice of prophecy, the, among 

the nations, 240. 
Voltaire, his influence, 2 ; and 

Rousseau, 17. 

Will bf man, the, 31 ; free, 141 ; 

a strong, 142. 
Wiseman, Cardinal, quoted on 

the impossibility of the evan- 

Selists inventing the portrait of 
esus, 291. 



Witnesses to the truth of Chiia- 
tianity, 206. 

WolfenbuOel Fragments, 18. 

Work and prayer, life made up of, 
161. 

World, the Christian and non- 
Christian view of the, I ; a new 
view of the. furnished by Chris- 
tianity, 6-7 ; view of the, in the 
middle ages, 10 ; revival of the 
ancient, in the study of the 
classics, 1 1 ; the problem of the, 
26 ; man's relation to the, 28 ; 
the existence of the, proves the 
being of a God, 48 ; adaptation 
of the, to its purpose, 52 ; the 
creation of the, 75; whence the, 
79 ; the creation of the, an arti- 
cle of faith, 80 ; the, belcQgs to 
an independent systeni, 92 ; a 
mirror of divine power and 
wisdom, 114. 

World of ancient thought dis- 
solved, 8. 

Youth,, the, of Jesus, 304. 



THE END. 
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should be brought more within the reach of all classes, both Clerj 
and Laity, Messrs Clark are now issuing, for a limited period, t 
ElglU Volumes, handsomely bound in Four, tor 

TWO GUINEAS. 

As the allowance to the trade must necessarily be small, orders 
sent either direct, or through booksellers, must in every case be 
accompanied with a Post Office Order for the above amount. 

^ The whole work Is a treMtny of tTionghtftd exposition. Its measure of practical 
and spiritual application, with exefretical criticism, commends it to the use of thoite 
whose duty it is to preach as well as to understand the Gospel of Christ." — Ouardian. 



New and Cheap Edition. 

Just published, in Four Yola., demy 8vo, Subscription price 288. 

THE LIFE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: 

A COMPLETE CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE ORIGIN, 
CONTENTS, AND CONIJeCTION OP THE GOSPELS. 

Translated from tbe German of 

J. P. LANGE, D.D., 
Professor of Divinity in the University of Bonn. 

Edited, with additional Notes, 
By tiie Rev. MARCUS DODS, M.A., D.D. 

*• We haTe arrlred at a most favourable condnslon regarding the hnportanee and 
ability of this work— the former depending npon the present condition of theological 
critlciim, the latter on the wide range of the work Itself; the singnlarly dlspaa^ionato 
jndgment of the author, as well as his pions, reverential, and erudite treatment of a 

subject inexpressibly holy We have great pleasure in recommending this work 

to onr readers. We are convinced of ito value and enormous range."— /r<«ft EecU$i- 
auical OamtU. 



Publications of T. & T. Clark, 



In One Volume, crown 8vo, price 4b. 6d. 

THE WORDS OF THE IVEW TESTAMENT. 

As altered by Transmission, and ascertained by Modem Criticism. 

FOR POPULAR USE. 
By W. MILLIGAN, D.D. 
' Professor of Divinity and Biblical Criticism, Aberdeen. 

AND 

ALEXANDER ROBERTS, D.D., 
Professor of Humanity, St Andrews. 

^ This is eminently a book for the timet. We read contfnaallj that a revlalon of 
'^ our English New Testament is in progress; but very few persons have an idea of 

what is really doing in the matter, or why. The volame before ns will tell tbem all 
they need to know till the Revision is complete and the work speaks for itself. . . . 
"v We trust this very seasonable and sensible little work may have a wide eircolation.*' 

^ — WaUhman. 

^ In One Volume, Third Edition, crown 8vo., price 6s. 






THE TRIPARTITE NA TURE OF MAUI. SPIRIT. 

SOUL. AND BODY. 

Applied to Illustrate and Explain the Doctrines of Original Sin, the 
New Birth, the disemboaied State, and the Spiritual Body. 

By Rev. J. B. HEARD, M.A. 

With an Appendix on the Fatherhood of God. 

** The author has got a striking and consistent theory. Whether agreeing 'or 
disagreeing with that theory, it is a book which any student of the Bible may read 
with pleasure."— <?ttareKaii. 

In One Volume, crown 8vo, price 7s. 6d., 

THE FOOTSTEPS OF CHRIST. 

Translated from the German of A. Cabpers, 

\ By a. E. RODHAM. 

\ I. Christ tor us. 

i II. Christ in us. 



III. Christ bkfors us. 

IV. Christ through us. 



" There is much deeply experimental truth and precious spiritual lore in Gaspers' 
book. I do not always agi*ee with his theology, but I own myself much profited by 
his devout utterances **—The Rev. C. H. Spwyeon. 

In one volume, crown 8vo, price 3s. 6d. 

THE SUBJECT OF MISSIONS CONSIDERED 
UNDER THREE NEW ASPECTS: 

The Church and Missions ; the Representation of the Sqience of 
Missions at the Universities ; Commerce and the Church. 

Translated frcon the German of Carl H. 0. Plath, 

By L. KIRKPATRICK. 

With a Prefatory Note by the Rev. Dr Duff. 

"Written in a fine spirit, and full of thought and many valuable hiata.**— 
yoncoi\f!ormi$t. 



Publications of T. & T. dark. 



In One Volume, crown 8vo, price 68., Third Edition, 

THE SINLESSNES8 OF JESUS : 

An Evidence for Chrifltianity. By Dr C. ULMANN. 

" We warmly recommend thfs beantif nl work as eminently fitted to dlffnfle among 
those who peruse It a higher appreciation of the sinlessness and moral emtnence of 
Christ The work has been blessed already ; and may have its use also to an\£ngli8h 
public" — British and Fortign Evangelical Jieview. ^ 



In One Volume, crown 8vo, price 4fl. 6d., Sixth Edition, 

THE SXTFFERINO SAYIGUB ; 

Or, Meditations on the Last Days of the Sufferings of Christ. 

ByDrF.W. KRUMMACHER. 

^* We g\re it preference to everything hitherto produced by the gifted and deroted 
author. It is divinity of the most thoioughly evangelical description. Truth and 
tendemeaa have seldom been so successftxUy combined " — Christian Witness. 



In One Volume, crown 8vo, price 4b. 6d. 

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL. 

By ERNEST NAVILLE, late Professor of Philosophy, University of 

Geneva. Translated from the French by E. W. Shalders, B. A. 

**This most difficult subject is handled with a power and mastery as rare aa 
delightful, and with a substantial orthodoxy not always to be looked for under philo- 
sophical forms and methods. The book is of remarkable weight and power. . . . 
We give it our warmest recommendation." — Literary Churchmcm. 



In One Volume, crown 8vo, price 7s. 6d., Sixth Edition. 

CHRIST'S SECOND COMINa; 

Will it be Pre-Millennial ? 

By Rev. DAVID BROWN, D.D. 

**This is, in our Judgment, one of the most able, comprehensive and conclusive of 
the numerous works which the millenarlan controversy has Called forth." — Watehman. 
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In One Volume, demy 8vo, price 9s., 

THE OLD OATHOLIO CHUBCH; 

Or, The History, Doctrine, Worship, and Polity of the ^ 

Christians. 

Traced from the Apostolic Age to the Establishment of the Pope 

as a Temporal Sovereign, a.d. 75d. 

By W. D. KILLEN, D.D., Belfast. 

" An extraordinary amount of Information has been condensed into 400 pages by 
the author, yet he has succeeded in keeping his book lively and interesting. . . . 
The author shows that he has read thoroughly and widely, and he gives the results of 
hiB investigaUon in a form in which they ans readily accessible."— iZccordL 
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PuUicationa of T. & T. Clark. f t^ 



BENGEL'S GNOMON. 

/ CHEAP EDITION. 



/ 



V 

GNOMON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

^y y By JOHN ALBERT BENGEL 

Now First Translated into English. 

' r WITH ORIGINAL NOTES, EXPLANATORY AND XLLUSTRATTVE. 

Edited BY 









y , The Rev. ANDREW R. FATJSSET, MA., 

M Rector of St Cuthbeit's, York, late Untverslfy and Qaeen'B ScboIVf and Senior 

r / . Classical and Gold Medalist, T.C.D. 

•' The Original Translation was in Fire Large Volun^es, demy 8vo, 

./ Skveraan^ more than 550 pages each, and the very mat demand for 

this edition has induced the Publishers to issue the Five Volumes 
bound in Three, at the Subscription Price of 

p TWENTY-FOXTB SHILLINGS. 

They trust by this still further to increase its usefulness. 
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CRITICISMS. 



^* It is a work which manifests the, most intimate and profound knowledge of Scrip- 
ture, and which. If we examine it with cai-e, will oft^ be found to condense more 
matter into a line, than can be extracted fhim many pages of other writers."— ^rdb- 
• deacon Hare. 

'.' In respect both of its contents and its tone, Bengel's Gnomon stands alone. Eren 
among laymen there has arisen a healthy and yigorons desire fbr ScrlptunJ know- 
ledge, and Bengel has done more than any other man to aid such enquirers. There 
ia perhaps no book, every word of which has been so well welRhed, or in which a 
^ single technical term contains so often far-reaching and suggestive views. . . . The 

. tlu'oretical and practical are as intimately connected as light and heat in the sun's 

^ ray."— Lifls <if Perthe*. 

*'Thi8 translation has the merit of being faithful and perspfcuons. Its publication 
will, we are confident, do much to bring back readers to the dewnU study of the Bible, 
and at the same time prove one of the moat valuable of exegetical aida The "getting 
up" of those volumes, combined with their marvellous cheapness, cannot flail, wo 
should hope, to command for them a large sale."— ^c/«ef»e Revieun. 
/ " Of the many services which the Messrs Clark have rendered to students of the 

Word of God, perhaps none is greater than that of f umishinff the English reader with 
a well-edited tranalation of Bengel's Gnomon. . . . This edition is a credit alike to 
tran^Iator and to publishers. It is well translated, weU editi^ and admirably 
printed." — Freeman, 



